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I. INTRODUCTION: THE RISE OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH

The term “Global South” is gaining prominence among developing countries.
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I. INTRODUCTION: THE RISE OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH

It is now widely used across global media, diplomacy, and policy discourse.
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Korea, too, has begun to actively adopt and engage with the term.
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I. INTRODUCTION: THE RISE OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH

Developing countries are increasingly dissatisfied with a world order marked 
by hyper-uncertainty.
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I. INTRODUCTION: THE RISE OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH

Recent global crises have hit developing economies disproportionately hard.
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Food, fuel, fertilizer, and security risks are intensifying.
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I. INTRODUCTION: THE RISE OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH

Middle-income countries are becoming more self-reliant.
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I. INTRODUCTION: THE RISE OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH

Economic catch-up (and in some cases, overtaking) is accelerating.



Governance

II. GLOBAL SOUTH’S INTERNATIONAL REFORM AGENDA

Developing countries remain under-represented in international institutions.



Responsibility

II. GLOBAL SOUTH’S INTERNATIONAL REFORM AGENDA

Developing countries are demanding that advanced economies shoulder 
greater responsibility in addressing global challenges.
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II. GLOBAL SOUTH’S INTERNATIONAL REFORM AGENDA

Developing countries are guarding their strategic and diplomatic autonomy.
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II. GLOBAL SOUTH’S INTERNATIONAL REFORM AGENDA

Developing countries see advanced economies kicking away the 
“industrial-policy ladder” while taking an “industrial-policy elevator.”

INDONESIA - RAW MATERIALS
(DS592)

Complainant: EU
Consultations requested: 2019
Panel requested: 2021



Tariff War

III. GLOBAL SOUTH UNDER PRESSURE: INDIA’S RESPONSE

Amid the erosion of the multilateral trade regime, the U.S. has imposed a 
50% tariff on India.



Resistance

III. GLOBAL SOUTH UNDER PRESSURE: INDIA’S RESPONSE

India’s resistance stems largely from domestic political-economic dynamics.

Grievances about domestic 
sovereignty interference

India is reluctant to open its 
agricultural sector, a core 
employer and politically 

sensitive domain.

Energy drives structural trade 
deficits, pushing India to 

secure the cheapest possible 
oil to protect stability.

Growing confidence in its 
economic ascent

U.S. is a major export 
destination, but its 

contribution to India’s GDP is 
modest

India’s economy is resilient 
and on track to become the 

world’s third largest.

India retains ample policy 
space to absorb and respond 

to tariff shocks.



Japan-India Joint Vision for the 
Next Decade: Eight Directions to 
Steer the Special Strategic and 

Global Partnership

(I) Next Generation Economic 
Partnership

(II) Next Generation Economic 
Security Partnership

(III) Next Generation Mobility
(IV) Next Generation Ecological 

Legacies
(V) Next Gen Technology and 

Innovation Partnership
(VI) Investing in Next Gen Health 
(VII) Next Gen People-to-People 

Partnership
(VIII) Next-Gen State-Prefecture 

Partnership

Joint Communication to the 
European Parliament and the 

Council on 
a New Strategic EU-India Agenda

Five Pillars:
(I) Prosperity and Sustainability
(II) Technology and Innovation

(III) Security and Defence
(IV) Connectivity and Global 

Issues
(V) Enablers across Pillars

GST
(September, 2025)

Response

III. GLOBAL SOUTH UNDER PRESSURE: INDIA’S RESPONSE

Domestic Reform

Labor
(November, 2025)

Diversification

Japan
(August, 2025)

European Union
(September, 2025)

SCO
(September, 2025)

A discussion took place on the 
prospects for the development 

of multilateral cooperation 
across the full spectrum of 
activities of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
in the areas of politics, security, 

trade, investment, energy, 
industry, sustainable 

development, new technologies, 
international and regional 

agendas, as well as questions 
concerning the improvement of 
the Organization’s work. Heads 

of delegations put forward a 
number of proposals and 

initiatives.

India is improving its business environment while accelerating its 
multi-alignment strategy.



Departure

IV. GLOBAL SOUTH WINNING THE RHETORIC OF MULTILATERALISM

As the U.S. retreats from multilateral institutions, it leaves a large 
vacuum in global governance.

Formal
exits

Funding cuts/ 
review

Procedural 
obstruction

Institutions facing U.S. withdrawal or non-cooperation Keywords Frequency in...

Communiqué 
absent in 2025

G7 Communiqué Texts

APEC Declaration Texts



SCO

IV. GLOBAL SOUTH WINNING THE RHETORIC OF MULTILATERALISM

The world is undergoing profound historical changes that affect all 
spheres of political, socio-economic and social relations. There is a 
growing desire to create a more just, equitable and representative 

multipolar world order that opens up new prospects for the 
development of states and mutually beneficial international 

cooperation.
...

Member States oppose unilateral coercive measures, including 
those of an economic nature, that contravene the UN Charter and 
other norms of international law, the rules and principles of the 

World Trade Organization, damaging the interests of international 
security, including its food and energy components, negatively 

affecting the global economy, undermining fair competition, 
hindering international cooperation and the achievement of the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals.

Tianjin Declaration of the Council of Heads of State of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (2025)

The SCO emphasizes support for multilateralism, opposition to unilateralism, 
and a commitment to sustainable development.



BRICS

IV. GLOBAL SOUTH WINNING THE RHETORIC OF MULTILATERALISM

BRICS maintains its focus on multilateralism and is increasingly adopting 
the term “Global South.”

XV BRICS Summit Johannesburg II Declaration
 

BRICS and Africa: Partnership for Mutually Accelerated Growth, 
Sustainable Development and Inclusive Multilateralism 

..
Partnership for Inclusive Multilateralism 

XVI BRICS Summit Kazan Declaration 
Strengthening Multilateralism for Just Global Development and Security

..
Strengthening Multilateralism For A More Just And Democratic World Order

Rio de Janeiro Declaration 
Strengthening Global South Cooperation for a More Inclusive and 

Sustainable Governance
..

Strengthening Multilateralism and Reforming Global Governance 

“Global South” 
Mentioned



Global Attitudes

IV. GLOBAL SOUTH WINNING THE RHETORIC OF MULTILATERALISM

Middle-income countries are more skeptical of the U.S.



Reality Check

V. CONCLUSION

Challenges:

• Diverse strategic and diplomatic priorities

• Divergent views on how to reform global governance

• Persistent border disputes

• Sub-regional tensions and conflicts

• Limited financial capacity

Turning Global South rhetoric into reality will be challenging, yet the 
sustained weakening of multilateralism and the rise of unilateralism are 
creating incentives for Global South actors to push past these constraints.

Drivers:

• Declining trust in traditional multilateralism

• Slow reform of existing multilateral institutions

• Rising security risks driven by unilateralism

• Accelerating economic catch-up

• Growing demand for deeper South–South cooperation
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