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What comes after the post 
war order?



Westphalia? i.e. rivalry



But is this Westphalia? 



Need to rethink scope of challenge 
and ambition of solutions



The rapid disassembly of the 
Weberian state



Imagine an order based not on 
states but royalist cliques



Royalist cliques

small, bounded, exclusive 
networks 

defined through their connection 
to an absolute sovereign

including both social and material 
ties



Purpose of order: Hierarchy

Material and 
social dominance

Recognition of and 
by other cliques

Rejection of 
sovereign equality



Sustaining the order: Extraction

Political 
and social 

rent 
distribution

Regulated 
injection of 
of distrust

Shadow of 
violence

Protection 
rackets



What does this mean for 
economic governance?



The point is the squeeze



Weaponized Interdependence 
for Parochial Concerns



Built on exceptionalism



Not rules



This is not just about loss 
aversion but a battle of orders



Who will be the champions of 
openness?



Conclusion

Consider alternatives to Westphalia

Neo-royalism isn’t inevitable but in 
competition with other possible logics

Need champions of an alternative logic

Help policy-makers better understand 
Trumpian foreign policy



Thank You!
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