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What comes after the post
war order?




Westphalia? i.e. rivalry




But is this Westphalia?
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Need to rethink scope of challenge
and ambition of solutions




The rapid disassembly of the
Weberian state




Imagine an order based not on
states but royalist cliques
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Royalist cliques

small, bounded, exclusive
networks

defined through their connection
to an absolute sovereign

including both social and material
ties




Purpose of order: Hierarchy
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Rejection of
sovereign equality




Sustaining the order: Extraction
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What does this mean for
economic governance?




The point is the squeeze




Weaponized Interdependence
for Parochial Concerns

US accused of threatening EU
diplomats during bid to Kkill
green shipping rules
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*BRAZILIAN JUSTICE HIT WITH SANCTIONS

MARCO RUBIO / SECRETARY OF STATE

“Let this be a warning to those who

would trample on the fundamental
rights of their countrymen—judicial
robes cannot protect you.”




Built on exceptionalism
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USE STRONG LANGUAGE”
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TRUMP: "I WAS SAVED BY GOD
TO MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN"

The crown symbolized the “divine connection between the

: .
authority of the heavens and sovereignty on earth,” the spoke




Not rules

But this economic decline is eclipsed by the real and more stark prospect of
civilizational erasure. The larger issues facing Europe include activities of the
Buropean Union and other transnational hodies that undermine political liberty and
sovereignty, migration policies that are transforming the continent and creating
strife, censorship of free speech and suppression of political opposition, cratering
birthrates, and loss of national identities and self-confidence.

I TRUMP TRADE WARS

EU-borrto.screw.Us' - Trump
»inounce 25% tariffs hike




This is not just about loss
aversion but a battle of orders
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Who will be the champions of
openness?

Opinion Global trade

Europe’s summer of humiliation

America knew the EU was weak. The rest of the world knows it now

MARCDE VoS (- AddtomyFT )

Switzerland nears US trade deal after Trump
receives engraved gold bar

Negotiators are reportedly in talks about cutting current levy on exports from the Alpine nation to
15pc

Matthew Field
Senior Technology
Reporter

10 November 2025 7:41pm GMT
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Conclusion

O Consider alternatives to Westphalia

Neo-royalism isn’t inevitable but in
competition with other possible logics

’-:QQQ Need champions of an alternative logic

Help policy-makers better understand
Trumpian foreign policy




Thank You!
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Forthcoming in International Organization

Further Back to the Future:
Neo-Royalism, the Trump Administration, and the Emerging International System
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