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Global income and wealth inequality
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The diversity of income inequality regimes
Top 10% captures 35%-60% of national income, bottom 50% = 10-20%
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Top 10 to Bottom 50 income gaps across countries: from 5-10 in the most
equal countries to 20-50+ in most unequal ones

Data 
available
from WIR 
2022 
online 
files
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Wealth inequality is extreme everywhere: no region where the bottom 50% owns more 
than 5% of wealth. Top 10% owns 60-80%.

Data 
available
from WIR 
2022 
online 
files The richest 10% own around

60-80% of wealth, the bottom
50% around 2-5%



6

Nations have become richer but governments have become poor since the 1980s

Data 
available
from WIR 
2022 
online 
files
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Since 1980, income inequality rose at different speeds: policy matters

Data 
available
here

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/3mxvi9q34saijrc9pehpk/Top-10-world-regions.xlsx?rlkey=8tg4rj0eir5bug38gxduf7ki5&dl=1
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Is the world moving towards a high inequality frontier?

Data 
available
here

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/3mxvi9q34saijrc9pehpk/Top-10-world-regions.xlsx?rlkey=8tg4rj0eir5bug38gxduf7ki5&dl=1
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Source: World Inequality Report 2018, Appendix Figure A1. See wir2018.wid.world for data sources and notes.

The global elephant curve of inequality and growth

Data 
available
from WIR 
2018 
online 
files (see
notes 
below
picture)
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Climate change will further exacerbate economic inequality

Data available
from this link

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/zsgh2r5l5gkv2vvmw7vol/data.xlsx?rlkey=wghp7fmrqeyn5upo9y40tt4ur&dl=1
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Tax progressivity has declined since the 1990s

Cf. data in 
WIR2022 online 
files, chapter 8 
figure 1
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The tax deficit of billionaires undermines overall tax progressivity
Billionaires avoid the income tax, often by using holding companies
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Progressive taxes are necessary, not sufficient: pretax redistribution is also key (e.g. investing in 
education and health)

Cf. data in 
WIR2022 online 
files, chapter 1 
figure 10
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Inequality reduction as a system of policies
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