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Why Now?
Why Bhutan?

• Heightened climate work
• Raise ambitions
• Youth and women 

engagement 
• Education policy revision
• A stronger baseline -

Gender, Climate, 
Education
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Bhut an :
Clim a t e , 
Gender 
and  
Educa t ion

Climate
• Carbon negative & 

carbon neutral
• Constitution: 60% 

forest cover
• Biodiversity hotspot

Gender
• Largely 

matrilineal
• Property 

ownership

Education
• Over 90% school 

enrolment
• Extensive network 

of schools



Clim a t e  
Change

Educa t ion  
and  Skills

Gender

Gender 
Transfo rm a t ive
Clim a t e
Lit e racy



Gender Transfo rm a t ive  
Clim a t e  Lit e racy (GTCL)

An interdisciplinary approach that transcends basic 
climate knowledge and teaching by challenging and 
addressing underlying gender inequalities within the 
context of climate change while endeavoring to 
reshape societal gender norms and attitudes.



Mot iva t ion 1: Clim ate  Vulnerable  & Threa t s

Large ly 
Gender 
Blind



Mot iva t ion 2: 
Educat ion Syst em  –
An Un-t apped 
Opportunity
• A crucial conduit for climate 

action

• Potential to become a platform 
for gender transformative 
climate literacy

• Education Policy under review
Photo Credit: Thinley (Author)



Research Quest ions
QUESTIONS INTENTIONS

How does t he  na t iona l educa t ion  
curricu lum  include  t each ing  o f 

clim a t e  change?

Underst and  wha t  is t augh t  and  
lea rned  in  t e rm s o f clim a t e  change  

in  Bhut anese  schoo ls

Wha t  is t he  st a t us o f g irls'  clim a t e  
lit e racy?

Ind ica t o r fo r GTCL

What  a re  t he  fea sib le  pa t hways 
GTCL?

What  ecosyst em  act o rs and  how 
app roaches can  be  co-crea t ed



Methodology
• Mixed methods
• Online survey: district 

education officers
• Focus group discussion 

with schoolgirls from ages 
13 to 18

• Interviews with relevant 
partner organizations 
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Findings - 1/ 3: Educa t ion Policy and Curriculum



Dist rict  
Educat ion 
Officers
Survey



Findings 2/ 3 - Girls’ Perspect ive  (GTCL)

Photo Credit: MoESD



Dist rict
Educat ion
Officers
Survey



Findings - 3/ 3: Ecosyst em  Actors and Partners

Photo Credit: Thinley Choden (author)



What Who Why

Explicit integration of 
gender-transformative 
climate literacy:

Office of the 
Secretary, MoESD Policy has influence

Recom m endat ion - 1/ 3: 
Policy and Curriculum



Recom m endat ion - 2/ 3: St rengthen 
Ecosystem  for GTCL

Photo Credit: Thinley Choden (author)



Recom m endat ion - 3/ 3: GTCL Dat abase

Photo Credit: Thinley Choden (author)
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