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Cross/ Within Market Variation
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US Prices Higher than Other Countries
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Mergers Do Not Improve Quality
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Beaulieu et al.  Changes in Quality of Care after Hospital Mergers and Acquisitions.  NEJM 2020



Source: Robinson, James C., and Timothy T. Brown. "Increases In Consumer Cost Sharing Redirect Patient Volumes And 
Reduce Hospital Prices For Orthopedic Surgery." Health Affairs 32.8 (2013): 1392-1397.

Patients Respond to Reference Pricing



Evaluation of a Tiered Network

Source: Frank et al. 2015. “The Impact of a Tiered Network on Hospital Choice.” Health Serv Res 50(5).
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