
Updates to Brookings’s writing style guide as of September 23, 2019: 
 
Brookings uses the following terminologies in reference to racial/ethnic groups residing within the United States, corresponding 
to the census-based categories in parentheses. 
 
Brookings publications capitalize Black, with flexibility to use African American (census-based racial category: Black or African 
American).1, 2 
 
Brookings publications use white (census-based racial category: White).1, 2 

 
Brookings publications use Asian American (census-based racial category: Asian).3, 4 
 
Brookings publications use Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander (census-based racial category: Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific 
Islander). Brookings publications will strive to use “Hawaiian residents” to refer to people who live in Hawaii, while striving to use 
“Hawaiian” to refer to people of Hawaiian descent.5 
 
Brookings publications use American Indian, or alternatively, Native American (census-based racial category: American Indian or 
Alaska Native).3 

 
Brookings publications use Latino or Hispanic (census-based ethnic category: Hispanic or Latino).8, 9 

 
 
Additional writing style guide considerations: 
 

• Brookings will continue to study and consider alternative terminologies, particularly those increasingly being deliberated 
by diverse groups, including Latinx in reference to the Latino or Hispanic community and Indigenous or Indigenous 
Peoples in reference to the American Indian or Native American community.  

• Brookings’s writing style guide update also reinforces the preference to use race/ethnicities as adjectives, rather than 
plural nouns.3 For example: rather than using “blacks,” “whites,” etc., Brookings publications will strive to use adjective-
based race/ethnicity terminology whenever possible, such as Black teachers, white students, Asian American 
homeowners, Latino or Hispanic college students, etc. 

• Brookings publications will strive to use disaggregated categories/labeling whenever possible to minimize 
generalizations.3, 6,7 For example, authors will note a person’s tribal affiliation or a specific Asian country of descent as 
much as possible. 
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