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Research
Interests

Democratization, Security Studies, Political Islam
Middle East and North Africa, Experimental Methods

Employment College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA 2019-

Assistant Professor, Department of Government

The Brookings Institution, Washington, DC 2018-2019

Post-Doctoral Fellow, Foreign Policy Program

Education Princeton University, Princeton, NJ

Ph.D., Politics 2018

Committee: Amaney Jamal (chair), Rory Truex, Kris Ramsay, Tarek Masoud

M.A., Politics 2015

Subfields: Comparative Politics; Middle East; Formal & Quantitative Methods

Georgetown University, Washington, DC 2013

B.S., Foreign Service; Certificate in Arab Studies

Summa Cum Laude

The American University in Cairo, Cairo, Egypt 2011

Study Abroad

Book
Manuscript

Soldiers of Democracy: Military Legacies and Democratic Transitions in Egypt & Tunisia

Academic
Publications

1. Grewal, Sharan, Amaney Jamal, Tarek Masoud, and Elizabeth Nugent. “Poverty
and Divine Rewards: The Electoral Advantage of Islamist Political Parties.”
American Journal of Political Science. Forthcoming.

2. Grewal, Sharan. “Military Defection During Localized Protests: The Case of
Tataouine.” International Studies Quarterly. Forthcoming.

3. Grewal, Sharan and Steve Monroe. “Down and Out: Founding Elections and
Disillusionment with Democracy in Egypt and Tunisia.” Comparative Politics.
Forthcoming, October 2019.

4. Grewal, Sharan and Yasser Kureshi. “How to Sell a Coup: Elections as Coup
Legitimation.” Journal of Conflict Resolution. Firstview.

5. Grewal, Sharan and Erik Voeten. “Are New Democracies Better Human Rights
Compliers?” International Organization 69(2): 497-518, 2015.

Revise &
Resubmit

1. Grewal, Sharan. “From Islamists to Muslim Democrats: The Case of Tunisia’s
Ennahdha.” American Political Science Review.
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http://www.wm.edu/as/government/
https://www.brookings.edu/program/foreign-policy/
http://www.princeton.edu/politics/
http://www.princeton.edu/politics/
https://bsfs.georgetown.edu/
https://ccas.georgetown.edu/academics/certificateprograms
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0022002718770508
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0022002718770508
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0020818314000435
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0020818314000435


Under
Review

1. Grewal, Sharan. “Tunisia’s Foiled Coup: The November 8th Group.”

2. Grewal, Sharan. “Who Wants a Coup? A List Experiment in Turkey.”

3. Grewal, Sharan and Matthew Cebul. “Religion and Compromise: Experimental
Evidence from Tunisia.”

4. Kubinec, Robert, and Sharan Grewal. “When National Unity Governments are
neither National, United, nor Governments: The Case of Tunisia.”

Research
in Progress

1. Grewal, Sharan. “Shoot or Shirk? Examining Military Defection through a Survey
of Middle Eastern Militaries.”

2. Grewal, Sharan. “Socializing Civil-Military Relations: the Differential Effects of
American and French Training of Tunisian Military Officers.”

3. Co-PI and Tunisia Country Director for: “Religious Authority and U.S. Foreign
Policy in the Middle East,” funded by the Henry R. Luce Initiative on Religion in
International Affairs.

Review
Articles

1. Grewal, Sharan. “Book Review: Armies and Insurgencies in the Arab Spring”
(eds. Albrecht, Croissant, & Lawson). Armed Forces and Society. 2018.

2. Grewal, Sharan. “Explaining Military Defection and Loyalty in the Mediterranean.”
Mediterranean Politics. 2017.

Policy Analysis 1. Grewal, Sharan. “Tunisian Democracy at a Crossroads.” The Brookings Institution,
February 26, 2019.

2. Hamid, Shadi and Sharan Grewal. “What Iran’s 1979 revolution meant for the
Muslim Brotherhood.” The Brookings Institution, January 24, 2019.

3. Hamid, Shadi and Sharan Grewal. “Tunisia’s tough lesson for Mohammed bin
Salman.” The Washington Post, November 28, 2018.

4. Grewal, Sharan. “Tunisia needs a constitutional court.” The Brookings Institution.
November 20, 2018.

5. Grewal, Sharan and Shadi Hamid. “Democratic Tunisia is taking the wrong path
in the fight against terrorism.” The Washington Post, November 1, 2018.

6. Grewal, Sharan. “In another first, Tunisia criminalizes racism.” The Brookings
Institution. October 15, 2018.

7. Grewal, Sharan and Shadi Hamid. Tunisia Just Lost its Anchor of Stability.
That’s a Good Thing.” Foreign Policy. October 12, 2018.

8. Grewal, Sharan. “Can Tunisia find a compromise on equal inheritance?” The
Brookings Institution. September 25, 2018.

9. Grewal, Sharan and Matthew Cebul. “What Does Tunis Think of its First Female
Mayor?” Sada, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. July 12, 2018.

10. Grewal, Sharan. “Tunisia’s Security Forces Balance Politics and Neutrality.” Sada,
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. May 10, 2018.

11. Grewal, Sharan. “Where are Ennahdha’s Competitors?” Baker Institute for Public
Policy, Issue Brief, April 26, 2018.
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http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0095327X18757472
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0095327X18757472
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13629395.2017.1306000
https://www.brookings.edu/research/tunisian-democracy-at-a-crossroads/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2019/01/24/what-irans-1979-revolution-meant-for-the-muslim-brotherhood/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2019/01/24/what-irans-1979-revolution-meant-for-the-muslim-brotherhood/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-opinions/wp/2018/11/28/tunisias-tough-lesson-for-mohammed-bin-salman/?utm_term=.aa272ae0fd88
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-opinions/wp/2018/11/28/tunisias-tough-lesson-for-mohammed-bin-salman/?utm_term=.aa272ae0fd88
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/11/20/tunisia-needs-a-constitutional-court/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/democracy-post/wp/2018/11/01/democratic-tunisia-is-taking-the-wrong-path-in-the-fight-against-terrorism/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/democracy-post/wp/2018/11/01/democratic-tunisia-is-taking-the-wrong-path-in-the-fight-against-terrorism/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/10/15/in-another-first-tunisia-criminalizes-racism/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/10/12/tunisia-just-lost-its-anchor-of-stability-thats-a-good-thing/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/10/12/tunisia-just-lost-its-anchor-of-stability-thats-a-good-thing/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/09/25/can-tunisia-find-a-compromise-on-equal-inheritance/
http://carnegieendowment.org/sada/76810
http://carnegieendowment.org/sada/76810
http://carnegieendowment.org/sada/76302
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/media/files/files/e0677eb9/bi-brief-042618-cme-carnegie-tunisia2.pdf


12. Grewal, Sharan. “Time to Rein in Tunisia’s Police Unions.” Project on Middle
East Democracy. March 29, 2018.

13. Grewal, Sharan. “Tunisian Security Forces Rock the Vote.” Sada, Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace. February 16, 2017.

14. Grewal, Sharan, Matthew Cebul, and Alexander Kustov. “Does it Matter that
People Overestimate the Number of Muslims in America?” Political Violence at
a Glance. December 22, 2016. Second most popular post in 2016.

15. Grewal, Sharan. “A Quiet Revolution: The Tunisian Military After Ben Ali.”
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. February 24, 2016.

• Adapted into “How Tunisia’s military has changed during its transition to
democracy.” Monkey Cage, The Washington Post. March 8, 2016.

16. Grewal, Sharan. “Why Tunisia Didn’t Follow Egypt’s Path.” Monkey Cage, The
Washington Post. February 4, 2015.

17. Grewal, Sharan. “The Logic of Partially Suspending Aid to Egypt.” Monkey
Cage, The Washington Post. October 12, 2013.

Published
Datasets

1. Power-Seeking Coups, 1946-2014 (with Yasser Kureshi), Harvard Dataverse Network

2. European Court of Human Rights Judgments (with Erik Voeten), Harvard Dataverse
Network

Media

Interviews
1. Amberin Zaman, “Intel: How the latest beheading could signal a jihadi comeback

in Tunisia.” Al-Monitor, February 21, 2019.

2. Terrance Mintner, “Tunisia claims 1000 ISIS recruits have returned home.” The

Media Line, February 21, 2019.

3. Sondos Asem, “Tunisian rivals Essebsi and Ghannouchi hold talks despite recent

fallout.” Middle East Eye, January 10, 2019.

4. Sarah Souli, “Activist’s murder in Tunisia attests to racism’s grip.” Al-Monitor,

January 8, 2019.

5. Asma Ajroudi, “Saudi Arabia’s Uncertain Investment in Tunisia.” Sada, Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace, December 18, 2018.

6. Simon Cordall, “Tunisia’s state of emergency provides cover for police abuses,

analysts say.” The National, December 11, 2018.

7. Sarah Souli, “Arab Spring memories fresh as Tunisians protest MBS.” Al-Monitor,

December 3, 2018.

8. “Tunisia’s twin crises will take more than a cabinet reshuffle to resolve.” World

Politics Review, November 14, 2018.

9. Caroline Perrot, “Cabinet reshuffle exposes power struggle in Tunisia,” Agence

France Press (AFP), November 8, 2018.
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http://pomed.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Grewal_FINAL_180329.pdf
http://carnegieendowment.org/sada/68021
http://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/12/22/does-it-matter-that-people-overestimate-the-number-of-muslims-in-america/
http://politicalviolenceataglance.org/2016/12/22/does-it-matter-that-people-overestimate-the-number-of-muslims-in-america/
http://carnegieendowment.org/2016/02/24/quiet-revolution-tunisian-military-after-ben-ali/iucz
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/03/08/how-tunisias-military-has-changed-during-its-transition-to-democracy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/03/08/how-tunisias-military-has-changed-during-its-transition-to-democracy/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2015/02/04/why-egypt-didnt-follow-tunisias-path/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2013/10/12/the-logic-of-partially-suspending-aid-to-egypt/
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=doi:10.7910/DVN/5MUUMN
http://dx.doi.org/10.7910/DVN/24071
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/02/intel-jihadist-tunisia-mountain-comeback.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/02/intel-jihadist-tunisia-mountain-comeback.html
http://www.themedialine.org/news/tunisia-claims-1000-isis-recruits-have-returned-home/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/tunisia-s-essebsi-and-ghannouchi-hold-qatar-mediated-talks-despite-recent-fallout-2078066542
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/tunisia-s-essebsi-and-ghannouchi-hold-qatar-mediated-talks-despite-recent-fallout-2078066542
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/01/activist-murder-tunisia-racism.html
https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/78003
https://www.thenational.ae/world/mena/tunisia-s-state-of-emergency-provides-cover-for-police-abuses-analysts-say-1.801695
https://www.thenational.ae/world/mena/tunisia-s-state-of-emergency-provides-cover-for-police-abuses-analysts-say-1.801695
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2018/12/tunisia-protests-mbs-saudi-arabia-arab-spring.html
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/trend-lines/26753/tunisia-s-twin-crises-will-take-more-than-a-cabinet-reshuffle-to-resolve
https://www.france24.com/en/20181108-cabinet-reshuffle-exposes-power-struggle-tunisia


10. Ramy Allahoum, “Tunisia’s president vows to give women equal inheritance rights,”

Al-Jazeera, August 13, 2018.

11. Jack Detsch, “Pentagon receptive to Tunisian lobbying against proposed Trump

aid cut,” Middle East Monitor, July 10, 2017.

12. Christine Petré, “Tunisia’s armed forces are no longer neglected, but will they

take power?”, Middle East Monitor, March 3, 2016.

Invited Talks

and Briefings

Turkey Today conference, Columbia University 2019

EUISS workshop, “Arab Police Reform” 2018

POMED roundtable, “Tunisian Democracy at a Crossroads” 2018

Brookings-World Bank roundtable, “Security and Development in MENA” 2018

Georgetown University, CRITICS/GUITARS Workshop 2018

Wesleyan University, Middle East Lecture Series 2018

Rice University, “Religion and U.S. Foreign Policy in the Middle East” 2018

Rice University, “Islam and Politics in Post-2011 Tunisia” 2018

APSA Centennial Center Fall Speaker Series 2017

U.S. Department of State, Security Governance Initiative - Tunisia 2017

U.S. Department of State, “The State of Civil-Military Relations in Tunisia” 2016

“After the Uprisings” Conference, Princeton (Discussant) 2016

POMEPS Workshop, “Islamist Politics in the IS Age” 2015

Conference

Participation

American Political Science Association 2015-18

Middle East Studies Association 2016-18

International Studies Association 2017-18

Association for the Study of Religion, Economics, and Culture 2019

Harvard Experimental Working Group 2018

WESSI Experiments Workshop 2018

Midwest Political Science Association 2015-17

Panel Organizer 2017

Discussant and Chair 2016

Association for Analytic Learning about Islam & Muslim Societies 2016-17

Project on Middle East Political Science (POMEPS) 2015-16

Additional

Training

Summer Workshop on Analysis of Military Operations & Strategy, Cornell, NY 2017

Winter Experimental Social Science Institute, Abu Dhabi, UAE 2016

Institute on Qualitative and Multi-Method Research, Syracuse, NY 2015

The Tunis Exchange, Tunisia 2014

Research

Grants

National Science Foundation, Dissertation Improvement Grant ($18,900) 2018

Smith Richardson Foundation, World Politics & Statecraft Fellowship ($7,500) 2018

Global Religion Research Initiative, Project Launch Grant ($12,000) 2018

Henry Luce Foundation, Religion in International Affairs, co-PI ($400,000) 2017

Mamdouha S. Bobst Center for Peace and Justice ($14,000) 2014-17

4 of 6

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/08/tunisia-president-vows-give-women-equal-inheritance-rights-180813172138132.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/tunisia-prime-minister-chahed-washington-pentagon-lobby-aid.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/07/tunisia-prime-minister-chahed-washington-pentagon-lobby-aid.html
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/resources/interviews/24303-tunisias-armed-forces-are-no-longer-neglected-but-will-they-take-power
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/resources/interviews/24303-tunisias-armed-forces-are-no-longer-neglected-but-will-they-take-power
http://www.mei.columbia.edu/mei-event/conference-turkey-today
https://www.iss.europa.eu/
https://pomed.org/
http://wesleying.org/2018/10/15/to-coup-or-not-to-coup-when-do-militaries-overthrow-democracies-free-lunch/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/events/1943/
http://www.aub-princetonconference.org/
http://pomeps.org/2015/01/27/islamist-politics-in-the-shadow-of-the-islamic-state-memos/
http://www.apsanet.org/
https://mesana.org/
http://www.isanet.org/
http://www.asrec.org/
https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/hewg/conference-2018
https://nyuad.nyu.edu/en/research/centers-labs-and-projects/social-science-experimental-laboratory/winter-institute/wessi-2018.html
http://www.mpsanet.org/
http://aalims.org/
http://pomeps.org/
http://www.siwps.org/swamos/
https://nyuad.nyu.edu/en/research/faculty-research/ssel-laboratory/winter-institute.html
https://www.maxwell.syr.edu/moynihan/cqrm/Institute_for_Qualitative_and_Multi-Method_Research/
http://www.thebeirutexchange.com/index.php/tunis
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=505214
https://www.srf.org/programs/international-security-foreign-policy/world-politics-statecraft-fellowship/
https://grri.nd.edu/projectlaunch
http://www.hluce.org/hrlucerelintaff.aspx
http://bobstcenter.princeton.edu/


Princeton Institute for International and Regional Studies ($7,600) 2014-17

Center for International Security Studies ($3,000) 2017

Princeton Research in Experimental Social Science ($1,200) 2016

Project on Middle East Political Science, TRE Grant ($3,000) 2014

Fellowships

and Awards

Faculty Fellow, AALIMS 2018

Visiting Scholar, APSA Centennial Center 2017-18

George Kateb Teaching Award, Politics Department, Princeton University 2017

Junior Fellow, AALIMS 2016

Fellow, Program on Religion, Diplomacy, and International Relations 2013-14

Princeton University Fellowship 2013-18

Rhodes Scholarship Finalist 2012

Professional

Experience

Consulting

IHS Jane’s 360 2016

World Justice Project 2013

U.S. Department of State, Washington, DC

Intern, Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs, Office of Egyptian Affairs 2014

Intern, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor 2013

Georgetown University, Washington, DC 2010-13

Research Assistant, Dr. Erik Voeten

Professional

Service

Referee: American Political Science Review (x2); American Journal of Political Science;

Journal of Politics (x2); British Journal of Political Science; World Politics; International

Organization; Journal of Conflict Resolution; International Studies Quarterly ; Comparative

Politics (x2); Political Research Quarterly ; Mediterranean Politics (x2); Journal of

North African Studies (x2)

Graduate Student Committee, Politics Department, Princeton University, 2014-15

Teaching Assistant Instructor, The Politics of Development, Fall 2016 (with Jennifer Widner)
Assistant Instructor, Human Rights, Spring 2016 (with Gary Bass)

Programming R, LATEX, Beamer, SPSS, Qualtrics

Languages English Native
Arabic (MSA; Egyptian and Tunisian dialects) Advanced

Field
Research

Egypt 2012, 2014
Morocco 2015
Tunisia 2014-2019
Turkey 2016
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http://piirs.princeton.edu/
https://ciss.princeton.edu/
http://scholar.princeton.edu/ppress/
https://pomeps.org/
http://aalims.org/
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