
Indian Migration to the U.S. 

Neil G. Ruiz
Associate Director of Global Migration & Demography 



2

Pew Research Center is a nonpartisan fact tank that informs the public about the issues, attitudes 
and trends shaping America and the world. We conduct public opinion polling, demographic 
research, content analysis and other data-driven social science research. We do not take policy 
positions. All of our research is available at www.pewresearch.org. We are a subsidiary of The Pew 
Charitable Trusts, our primary funder.

Major research areas
• U.S. politics and policy
• Journalism and media
• Internet, science and technology
• Religion and public life
• Hispanic trends
• Global attitudes and trends
• Social and demographic trends
• Research methodology

Follow us on Twitter
@pewresearch
@facttank



January 30, 2018 3www.pewresearch.org

Demographic Characteristics about Indians in U.S.



The Asian population in the U.S. has grown 72% since 2000
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Note: In 2000 and later, Asians include the mixed-race and mixed-group populations, regardless of Hispanic origin. Prior to 2000, the Census only allowed one race category to be selected. Asians 
include Pacific Islanders in 1980 and earlier years.
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of U.S. Census data
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Asians projected to become largest immigrant group, surpassing Hispanics 

% of immigrant population 

Note: Whites, blacks and Asians include only single-race non-Hispanics. Asians include Pacific Islanders. Hispanics are of any 
race. Other races shown but not labeled.  
Source: Pew Research Center estimates for 1965-2015 based on adjusted census data; Pew Research Center projections for 
2015-2065
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Indian population in U.S. doubled since 2000



Indians are second largest group among Asians in the U.S., 
2015

In thousands

Note: Based on mixed-race and mixed-group populations, regardless of Hispanic origin. There is some overlap in numbers for individual Asian origin groups because people with origins in more 
than one group (e.g., "Chinese and Filipino") are counted in each group to which they belong. Chinese includes those identifying as Taiwanese. See methodology for more detail.
Source: Population estimates from U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 American Community Survey 1-year estimates (American Fact Finder).
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Among U.S. immigrants, Indians are the third largest group, 
2015

Note: China includes Taiwan and Hong Kong. 
Source: Pew Research Center tabulations of 2015 American Community Survey (IPUMS). 

Country %
Mexico 11,576,253 26.8
China 2,685,905 6.2
India 2,379,751 5.5
Philippines 1,986,443 4.6
El Salvador 1,359,100 3.1
Vietnam 1,310,994 3.0
Cuba 1,200,910 2.8
Dominican Republic 1,063,898 2.5
Korea 1,061,257 2.5
Guatemala 933,328 2.2
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Indians are highly educated (72%) with bachelor’s degrees or above 
compared to other U.S. Asians (51%) and General U.S. population (30%)



Indians have the highest median household income ($100k) 
among U.S. Asians ($73k) compared with general U.S. population 

($53.6k)

Median annual household income, 2015

Note: Figure for all Asians based on mixed-race and mixed-group populations, regardless of Hispanic origin. Chinese includes those identifying as Taiwanese. Due to data limitations, figures for 
some groups are based on persons living in institutions, college dormitories and other group quarters. Households are classified by the race or detailed Asian group of the head. 
Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2013-2015 American Community Survey (IPUMS). 
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Indian immigrants among biggest increases in 
naturalization rates between 2005 and 2015



Percent living in poverty, by group, 2015
% 

Note: Poverty status is determined for individuals in housing units and noninstitutional group quarters. It is unavailable for children younger than 15 who are not 
related to the householder, people living in institutional group quarters and people living in college dormitories or military barracks. Due to the way in which the 
IPUMS assigns poverty values, these data will differ from those provided by the U.S. Census Bureau.
Source: Population estimates from U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 American Community Survey 1-year estimates (American Fact Finder).
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Percent living in U.S. 10 years or more, by group, 2015
% of immigrants who have lived in the U.S. 10+ years

Source: Population estimates from U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 American Community Survey 1-year estimates (American Fact Finder).
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Indians are concentrated in large cities
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One of the Main Sources of Migratory Flow to US: 
Foreign Students
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Main Data Source for Foreign Student Data

Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) data 
received via a FOIA request from 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
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Over 1 million foreign students 
studying in the United States during 2015/16 school year

Source: Institute for International Education, Open Doors.

Number 1 destination of foreign students in the world



Students from China, India and South Korea account for more than half 
(54%) of all foreign students pursuing higher educational degrees in 2016

Note:  This includes higher education only; associates, bachelors, masters, and doctorates degrees. The Great Recession began in December 2007 and ended in June 2009, as 
defined by the National Bureau of Economic Research.

Source: Pew Research Center Analysis of U.S Immigration and Customs Enforcement data received through a Freedom of Information Act Request.
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Cost of U.S. higher education increased significantly among 
public schools
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Most “Popular” Universities 2016
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Work Authorization for Foreign Student Graduates: 
Optional Practical Training (OPT)
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The OPT program has grown rapidly in recent years

Source: Congressional Research Service presentation of data from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, as cited in Ruth Ellen 
Wasem, “Temporary Professional, Managerial, and Skilled Foreign Workers: Policy and Trends” (Washington, DC: January 13, 2016). 
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each fiscal year.  
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Foreign students from India and China accounted for more 
than half of all OPT approvals from 2012 to 2015

Of those applying 
for OPT:

STEM Majors had 
75% employment 
rate compared to 
Non-STEM Majors 
(53%)
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Ten tech companies in the Fortune 500 with the highest market 
valuation employed 8,725 or 3.5% of workers under the OPT program

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of Student and Exchange Visitor Information data received via FOIA request from U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. 
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Top 10 Fortune 500 companies with employed OPT students, including STEM 
Number that technology companies hired… 

 

Notes: Companies are listed from top to bottom in order of ranking. Data collected for the years 2012 to 2015 
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Main Pathway for Longer Term Retention in US: 
Temporary Employment-Based Visa System
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H-1B visa applications have exceeded supply for the past 
five years

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services data.
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Since 2001, half of H-1B visas have been awarded to Indian 
nationals

Source: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services annual reports to Congress on H-1B petitions.
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Most H-1B applications seek STEM knowledge, but 1 in 4 
don’t require a bachelor’s degree

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of data from U.S. Labor Department’s Labor Conditions Applications for 2011 and O*NET.
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More than half of all H-1B visa approvals in fiscal 2013 
went to employers in four states
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Salaries have risen for High-Skilled Workers on H-1B Visas
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From Temporary to Permanent Residency:
The Green Card System
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U.S. Green Card system is majority family-based
One million immigrants receive lawful permanent resident status each year – also 

known as a green card – that puts them on a path to citizenship, and most are 
sponsored by family members
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Most Green Cards goes to those already living in the U.S.
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Overall, there are 34 million lawful immigrants in the U.S.
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