Table 2-7 House Incumbents Retired, Defeated, or Reelected, 1946 - 2016

Total Defeated Percentage of Reelected as
seeking Defeated in in general Total those seeking percentage of
Year Retired® reelection  primaries election reelected reelection House membership
1946 32 398 18 52 328 82.4 75.4
1948 29 400 15 68 317 79.3 72.9
1950 29 400 6 32 362 90.5 83.2
1952 42 389 9 26 354 91.0 81.4
1954 24 407 6 22 379 93.1 87.1
1956 21 411 6 16 389 94.6 89.4
1958 33 396 3 37 356 89.9 81.8
1960 26 405 5 25 375 92.6 86.2
1962 24 402 12 22 368 91.5 84.6
1964 33 397 8 45 344 86.6 79.1
1966 22 411 8 41 362 88.1 83.2
1968 23 409 4 9 396 96.8 91.0
1970 29 401 10 12 379 94.5 87.1
1972 40 393 11 13 365 92.9 83.9
1974 43 391 8 40 343 87.7 78.9
1976 47 384 3 13 368 95.8 84.6
1978 49 382 5 19 358 93.7 82.3
1980 34 398 6 31 361 90.7 83.0
1982 40 393 10 29 354 90.1 81.4
1984 22 411 3 16 392 95.4 90.1
1986 40 394 3 6 385 97.7 88.5
1988 23 409 1 6 402 98.3 92.4
1990 27 406 1 15 390 96.1 89.7
1992 65 368 19 24 325 88.3 74.7
1994 48 387 4 34 349 90.2 80.0
1996 49 384 2 21 361 94.0 83.0
1998 33 402 1 6 395 98.3 90.8
2000 30 403 3 6 394 97.8 90.6
2002 35 398" 8 8 383° 96.2 88.0
2004 29 404 2 7 395 97.8 90.8
2006 28 403 2 22 379 94.0 87.1
2008 25 400 4° 18 377 94.3 86.7
2010 32 397 4 54 339 85.4 77.9
2012 25 391 13 27 351 89.8 80.7
2014 24 392 5 13 374 95.4 86.0
2016 41 392 4 8 380 96.9 87.4
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Note: Some data from previous versions of Vital Statistics have been updated. See
errata for more detail.

a. This entry does not include persons who died or resigned before the election.

b. Includes Jim Traficant (D- OH), who ran as an Independent in the election despite
being expelled from the House of Representatives in July 2002.

c. Includes Patsy Mink (D-HI) who died shortly before the election yet remained on the
ballot.

d. Includes Albert R. Wynn (D-MD) who lost his primary on February 13, 2008, and
promptly resigned his seat effective May 31, 2008. Donna Edwards (D-MD) who won the
primary and then won the special election to fill Wynn's seat for the remainder of the
term is not counted as an incumbent in this table.

Source: Biographical Directory of the United States Congress 1774-1989 (Washington,
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1989); Congressional Quarterly Almanac (Washington,
D.C.: Congressional Quarterly, various years); National Journal, various issues; The
Almanac of American Politics (Washington, D.C.: National Journal Group, various years),
Center for Responsive Politics, http://opensecrets.org.

Most recent update source: Tabulations of data from Federal Election Commission,
http://www.fec.gov
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