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EDUCATION 

2013   Ph.D. in Economics, Harvard University      

2006  B.A. in Mathematics and Economics, Swarthmore College 

EMPLOYMENT 

2017-  Fellow, Brookings Institution 

   USC-Brookings Schaeffer Initiative for Health Policy, 

   Center for Health Policy, Economic Studies Program    

2015-2017  Chief Economist, Council of Economic Advisers 

2013-2015  Senior Economist, Council of Economic Advisers 

2013  Economist, Council of Economic Advisers 

2006-2008  Research Assistant, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Member, Congressional Budget Office Health Insurance Model Technical Review Panel, 

September 2018-present. 

PUBLICATIONS 

“Building on the ACA to achieve universal coverage.” New England Journal of Medicine. 

March 2019. (with Henry J. Aaron, Loren Adler, Paul B. Ginsburg, and Christen 

Linke Young). 

“State approaches to mitigating surprise out-of-network billing.” Brookings Institution. 

February 2019. (with Loren Adler, Paul B. Ginsburg, Mark Hall, Erin Trish, Christen 

Linke Young, and Erin Duffy). 

“Effects of weakening safeguards in the Administration’s Health Reimbursement 

Arrangement proposal.” Brookings Institution. December 2018. 

 “Evaluating the administration’s Health Reimbursement Arrangement proposal.” Brookings 

Institution. December 2018. (with Christen Linke Young and Jason Levitis). 
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 “CMS’ positive step on site-neutral payments and the case for going further.” Brookings 

Institution. August 2018. (with Loren Adler, Andrés de Loera-Brust, Paul B. 

Ginsburg, and Will Palmisano) 

“How would individual market premiums change in 2019 in a stable policy environment?” 

Brookings Institution. August 2018. 

“How did the ACA’s individual mandate affect insurance coverage? Evidence from coverage 

decisions by higher income people.” Brookings Institution. May 2018. 

“Congress should replace Medicare’s Merit-Based Incentive Payment System.” Health 

Affairs Blog. February 2018. (with Tim Gronniger, Paul Ginsburg, Kavita Patel, 

Loren Adler, and Margaret Darling) 

“How to interpret the Cadillac tax rate: a technical note.” Brookings Institution. February 

2018. 

“Repealing the individual mandate would do substantial harm.” Brookings Institution. 

November 2017. 

“Taking stock of insurer financial performance in the individual health insurance market 

through 2017.” Brookings Institution. October 2017. 

“The Graham-Cassidy Plan—The Most Harmful ACA-Repeal Bill Yet.” New England 

Journal of Medicine 377(16). October 2017. (with Henry J. Aaron, Loren Adler, and 

Paul B. Ginsburg) 

“How will the Graham-Cassidy proposal affect the number of people with health insurance 

coverage?” Brookings Institution. September 2017. (with Loren Adler) 

“How would the revised Senate health care bill affect individual market premiums in 2026 

and over the long run?” Brookings Institution. July 2017. (with Loren Adler) 

 “Requirement to maintain a ‘single risk pool’ would not contain effects of Cruz’s proposal.” 

Brookings Institution. July 2017. 

“Sen. Cruz’s proposed change to Senate health care bill would undermine protections for 

enrollees with significant health care needs.” Brookings Institution. July 2017. 

“Turmoil in the Individual Insurance Market—Where it Came From and How to Fix It.” New 

England Journal of Medicine 377(4). July 2017. (with Henry J. Aaron, Loren Adler, 

Paul B. Ginsburg, and Alice M. Rivlin) 

“How would the Senate’s health care bill affect individual market premiums?” Brookings 

Institution. June 2017. (with Loren Adler) 

“Effects of the more austere Medicaid per capita cap included in the Senate’s health bill,” 

Brookings Institution. June 2017. (with Loren Adler and Tim Gronniger) 

“Like the AHCA, the Senate’s health care bill could weaken ACA protections against 

catastrophic costs.” Brookings Institution. June 2017. 
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“Moving in the Wrong Direction—Health Care under the AHCA.” New England Journal of 

Medicine 376(25). June 2017. (with Henry J. Aaron, Loren Adler, and Paul B. 

Ginsburg) 

“Effects of the Medicaid per capita cap included in the House-passed American Health Care 

Act.” Brookings Institution. May 2017. (with Loren Adler and Tim Gronniger) 

“Allowing states to define ‘essential health benefits’ could weaken ACA protections against 

catastrophic costs for people with employer coverage nationwide.” Brookings 

Institution. May 2017. 

“New amendment to GOP health bill effectively allows full eliminating of community rating, 

exposing sick to higher premiums.” Brookings Institution. April 2017. 

“How should the Trump Administration handle Medicare’s new bundled payment 

programs?” Health Affairs Blog. April 2017. (with Loren Adler, Paul B. Ginsburg, 

Tim Gronniger, and Kavita Patel) 

“New changes to essential benefits in GOP health bill could jeopardize protections against 

catastrophic costs, even for people with job-based coverage.” Brookings Institution. 

March 2017. 

“The House GOP amended its health care bill, but CBO estimates of coverage losses are not 

likely to meaningfully improve.” Brookings Institution. March 2017. (with Loren 

Adler) 

“How will the House GOP health care bill affect individual market premiums?” Brookings 

Institution. March 2017. (with Loren Adler) 

“Expect the CBO to estimate large coverage losses from the GOP health care plan.” 

Brookings Institution. March 2017. (with Loren Adler) 

“Trump administration’s proposed change to ACA special enrollment periods could 

backfire.” Brookings Institution. February 2017. 

“New data on sign-ups through the ACA’s Marketplaces should lay ‘death spiral’ claims to 

rest.” Brookings Institution. February 2017. 

“The Economic Record of that Obama Administration: Reforming the Health Care System.” 

Council of Economic Advisers. December 2016. (with Jason Furman) 

“More Than 3 Million Children Have Coverage Due to Drop in Uninsured Rate Since 2008.” 

Council of Economic Advisers. October 2016. (with Jason Furman) 

“New Data Show that Premium Growth in Employer Coverage Remained Low in 2016.” 

Council of Economic Advisers. September 2016. (with Jason Furman) 

“Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance in the United States in 2015.” Council of Economic 

Advisers. September 2016. (with Sandra Black and Jason Furman) 
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“Updated Health Care Spending Projections Show Continued Slow Growth in Health Costs.” 

Council of Economic Advisers. July 2016. (with Jason Furman) 

“The Cadillac Tax—A Crucial Tool for Delivery System Reform.” New England Journal of 

Medicine 374(11). March 2016. (with Jason Furman) 

“2014 Saw Continued Slow Growth in the Cost of Health Care, Even as Coverage 

Expanded.” Council of Economic Advisers. December 2015. (with Jason Furman) 

“New Data Show Slow Health Care Cost Growth is Continuing.” Council of Economic 

Advisers. September 2015. (with Jason Furman) 

“Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance in the United States in 2014.” Council of Economic 

Advisers. September 2015. (with Sandra Black and Jason Furman) 

“New Data and Updated Report Show Medicaid Is Expanding Insurance Coverage, with 

Major Benefits to States’ Citizens and Economies.” Council of Economic Advisers. 

June 2015. (with Jason Furman) 

“Continuing the Affordable Care Act’s Progress on Delivery System Reform is an Economic 

Imperative.” Council of Economic Advisers. March 2015. (with Jason Furman) 

“4.5 Million Young Adults Have Gained Coverage Since 2010, Improving Access to Care 

and Benefitting Our Economy.” Council of Economic Advisers. January 2015. (with 

Jason Furman) 

“2014 Has Seen Largest Coverage Gains in Four Decades, Putting the Uninsured Rate At or 

Near Historic Lows.” Council of Economic Advisers. December 2014. (with Jason 

Furman) 

“Historically Slow Growth in Health Spending Continued in 2013, and Data Show 

Underlying Slow Cost Growth Is Continuing.” Council of Economic Advisers. 

December 2014. (with Jason Furman) 

“New Data Show Early Progress in Expanding Coverage, with More Gains to Come.” 

Council of Economic Advisers. September 2014. (with Jeanne Lambrew) 

“New Report Shows that Slow Health Care Spending Growth Continued in 2013, While 

Near-Term Trends Remain Encouraging.” Council of Economic Advisers. September 

2014. (with Jason Furman) 

“Alongside Expanded Coverage, Underlying Slow Growth in Health Costs is Continuing.” 

Council of Economic Advisers. May 2014. (with Jason Furman) 

“Lessons From the Telephone Lifeline Program Add To Concerns About Using Utilities to 

Deliver Low-Income Climate Rebates.” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. July 

2008. 
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“How Low-Income Consumers Fare in the Senate Climate-Change Bill.” Center on Budget 

and Policy Priorities. June 2008. (with Martha Coven, Robert Greenstein, and Chad 

Stone) 

“The Effects of Climate-Change Policies on the Federal Budget and the Budgets of Low-

Income Households.” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. May 2008. (with Chad 

Stone) 

“Historical Averages Not a Meaningful Benchmark for Future Revenues.” Center on Budget 

and Policy Priorities. August 2007. (with Richard Kogan) 

“The Congressional Budget Plan.” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. May 2007. (with 

James Horney and Richard Kogan) 

“How Should Policymakers Treat the Budget for Non-Defense Discretionary Programs.” 

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. March 2007. (with Robert Greenstein and 

Richard Kogan) 

“President’s Budget Calls for Deep Cuts in a Wide Range of Domestic Programs.” Center on 

Budget and Policy Priorities. March 2007. (with Sharon Parrott) 

“The Long-Term Fiscal Outlook is Bleak.” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. January 

2007. (with Aviva Aron-Dine, James Horney, and Richard Kogan) 

“From Surplus to Deficit.” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. December 2006. (with 

Richard Kogan) 

“Recent Action by Congress Sets Up Larger Appropriations Cuts in Lame-Duck Session.” 

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. October 2006. (with Martha Coven and James 

Horney). 

“Even With New Budget Projections, Budget Deterioration from 2000-2006 Will Be the 

Largest 6-Year Deterioration in Half a Century.” Center on Budget and Policy 

Priorities. August 2006. (with Richard Kogan) 

“Proposed Discretionary Caps Would Hit States Hard.” Center on Budget and Policy 

Priorities. July 2006. (with James Horney and Arloc Sherman) 

 “CBO Finds Tiny Number of Farms Face Estate Tax.” Center on Budget and Policy 

Priorities. July 2005. (with Joel Friedman) 

WORKING PAPERS 

“Physician Learning and Physician Practice Patterns: Evidence from Obstetrics” 

“Technology Diffusion in Healthcare: The Welfare Implications of Use, Overuse, and 

Business Stealing” (with Amitabh Chandra) 

“How Does Hospital Congestion Affect Care and Outcomes for Patients with Acute 

Coronary Illness?” 
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PRESENTATIONS AND PANEL PARTICIPATION 

“Conference on Universal Health Care.” Massachusetts Medical Society, Waltham, MA, 

October 2018. 

 “Sixth Annual Health Insurance Exchange Conference,” University of Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia, PA, September 2018. 

 “Can MIPS be salvaged?” Brookings Institution, Washington, DC, July 2018. 

“Sustainable Health Spending: Serious Issues—Sound Policy Solutions” Altarum Event, 

Washington, DC, July 2018. 

 “(De)stabilizing the ACA’s individual market: A view from the states,” Brookings 

Institution, Washington, DC, July 2018. 

 “What’s Ahead for the Individual Health Insurance Market?” Brookings Institution, 

Washington, DC, March 2018. 

“Health System 100 Leadership Conference,” Health System 100, Amelia Island, FL, 

October 2017. 

“Federation of American Hospitals Board of Governors Meeting,” Federation of American 

Hospitals, Washington, DC, October 2017. 

“Connecticut Health Council DC Forum,” Connecticut Health Council, Washington, DC, 

September 2017. 

 “Fifth Annual Health Insurance Exchange Conference,” University of Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia, PA, September 2017. 

 “Protecting Patients from Surprise Medical Bills,” Brookings Institution, Washington, DC, 

October 2016.  

“The Impact of Rising Health Care Costs on Economic Well-Being,” Mercatus Center, 

Washington, DC, October 2016. 

“Productivity Growth in America’s Health Care System,” Stanford University, Palo Alto, 

CA, May 2016. 

“Taxes and Subsidies in the Affordable Care Act,” National Tax Association Spring 

Symposium, Washington, DC, May 2016. (discussant) 

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 

2011-2013  NBER Pre-Doctoral Fellowship in Aging and Health Economics 

2006   Swarthmore College Ivy Award 

2005  Harry S. Truman Scholarship 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
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2011  Teaching Fellow, American Economic Policy, Harvard University 

2010  Teaching Fellow, Microeconomic Theory, Harvard University 


