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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH: DAVID G. VICTOR 
 

A. PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION:  

Harvard University, History and Science, A.B., 1987 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Political Science, Ph.D., 1997 
 
B. APPOINTMENTS: 

University of California, San Diego 
 Professor, School of International Relations and Pacific Studies, 2009 to present 
 Director, Laboratory on International Law and Regulation, 2009 to present 
Stanford University 
 Professor, School of Law, 2006-2009 
             Director, Program on Energy and Sustainable Development, 2001-2009 
Council on Foreign Relations, New York 
 Robert W. Johnson, Jr., Senior Fellow for Science and Technology, 1998-2009 
International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, Laxenburg, Austria 
             Research Scholar, Project on "Environmentally Compatible Energy Strategies, 1997-1998 
             Co-Leader, Project on "Implementation and Effectiveness of International Environmental Commitments 

(IEC)", 1993-1997 
             
C. PRODUCTS 

1. Five Most Relevant Products 

[1] David G. Victor, 2011, Global Warming Gridlock: Creating More Effective Strategies for Protecting the 
Planet (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press).  

[2] Oil and Governance: State-Owned Enterprises and the World Energy Supply, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press (with David Hults and Mark Thurber, eds). 2012. 

[3] David G. Victor, 2013,” “The Gas Promise,” in: Jan H. Kalicki and David L. Goldwyn, eds., Energy and 
Security: Strategies for a World in Transition, chapter 3, pp.88-106  (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press). 

[4] "The Regime Complex for Climate Change,” Perspectives on Politics, 9(2010): 7-23. (with Robert Keohane)  

[5] “Climate Policy: Ditch the 2 °C Warming Goal.” Nature 514.7520 (2014): 30–31. (With Charles Kennel)  

 

 
2.  Other Significant Products 

[1] “The Cognitive Revolution and the Political Psychology of Elite Decision Making,” Perspectives on Politics, 
11(2013): 368-386. (with Emilie Hafner-Burton and Alex Hughes) 

[2]  “Politics and Economics of Second-Best Regulation of Greenhouse Gases:  The Importance of Regulatory 
Credibility,” Energy Journal, 32(2011): 1-24. (with Valentina Bosetti) 

[3] “A Madisonian Approach to Climate Policy,” Science, 309(2005): 1820-1821. (with Joshua House and Sarah 
Joy)  

[4] “The Regime Complex for Plant Genetic Resources,” International Organization, 58(2004): 277-309. (with 
Kal Raustiala) 

[5] Markets in Developing Countries: Politics, Law and Institutions, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
(with Thomas Heller, eds.) 

 
D. SYNERGISTIC ACTIVITIES: 

1. Selected awards 

Heinz I. Eulau Award, American Political Science Association, 2012. 
Convening Lead Author, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 2011-2014. 
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2. Selected Fellowships and Lectures 

Keeling Lecture, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, April 2014 
Harold Jacobson Lecture, Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan, October 2013. 
Banco Mundial lecture, Sao Paulo, Brazil. March 2013. 
Energy Forum Lecture, University of Texas, Austin. February 2012. 
Research Institute of Innovative Technology for Earth featured speaker, Tokyo, Japan. February 2013. 
Electric Power Research Institute keynote speaker, Summer Seminar, August 2012. 
Cochrane Lecture, University of Minnesota. January 2010. 
Observer Research Foundation plenary lecture, September 2008. 
 
3. Professional Activities 

American Association for the Advancement of Science  
American Political Science Association 
American Geophysical Union 
American Society of International Law 
International Studies Association 
International Institute for Strategic Studies 
 
4. Editorial activities 

Editorial Boards: Climatic Change (Deputy Editor responsible for most submissions in the social sciences). Oxford 
University Press Encyclopedia of Global Change. Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Sustainable Development 
Research. Nature Climate Change.  Energy Research and Social Science. 
 
Reviewer (selected): American Journal of International Law. American Journal of Political Science. American 
Political Science Review. Climatic Change. Comparative Political Studies. Governance. International Studies 
Quarterly. Journal of Energy Policy. Journal of Politics. Nature. Review of International Studies. Regulation and 
Governance. Science. World Politics. 
 
E. COLLABORATORS AND OTHER AFFILIATIONS 

1. Collaborators and coauthors in past 48 months 

Valentina Bosetti (FEEM), Emilie Hafner-Burton (UCSD), David Hults (Stanford Law School), Charles Kennel 
(SIO/UCSD), Robert Keohane (Princeton), Yonatan Lupu (GWU), Fang Rong (UCSD), Varun Rai (UT-Austin), V. (Ram) 
Ramanathan (SIO/UCSD), P.R. Shukla (IIMA), Barton Thompson (Stanford Law School), Mark Thurber (Stanford), 
Kassia Yanosek (McKinsey and Company). 
 
2. Graduate advisors 

Eugene B. Skolnikoff (MIT), Abraham Chayes (Harvard), Kenneth Oye (MIT). 
 
3. Ph.D. advising 

Jeremy Carl (Stanford), Danny Cullenward (Stanford), Yassir Eddebarr (UCSD), Stephie Fried (UCSD),  Ryan Hanna 
(UCSD), Mark Hayes (Stanford), Lukas Nonnemacher (UCSD), Daniel Maliniak (UCSD), Peter Kannberg (Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography), Wei Peng (Princeton), Varun Rai (Stanford), Tamara Sheldon (UCSD), Yanyang Xu 
(UCSD). 
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