
Foreword ix

1 Turned Off or Turned On? How Polarization 
Affects Political Engagement 1
Marc J. Hetherington

comments
Deborah Jordan Brooks and John G. Geer 34
Martin P. Wattenberg 40

2 Spoiling the Sausages? How a Polarized Congress 
Deliberates and Legislates 55
Barbara Sinclair

comments
Christopher H. Foreman Jr. 88
Keith Krehbiel 93

Contents

vii

10878-00_FM.qxd  12/5/07  10:09 AM  Page vii



3 Consequences for the Courts: Polarized Politics 
and the Judicial Branch 107
Sarah A. Binder

comments
Martin Shapiro 134
Benjamin Wittes 141

4 When Politics No Long Stops at the Water’s Edge: 
Partisan Polarization and Foreign Policy 151
Peter Beinart

comments
James Q. Wilson 168
Jonathan Rauch 173

5 Polarization and Public Policy: A General Assessment 185
David W. Brady, John Ferejohn, and Laurel Harbridge

comments
Andrea L. Campbell 217
Eric M. Patashnik 224

6 Toward Depolarization 235
Pietro S. Nivola and William A. Galston

comments
Nelson W. Polsby 285
Joel D. Aberbach 288
Larry Diamond 295

Contributors 309

Index 313

viii contents

10878-00_FM.qxd  12/5/07  10:09 AM  Page viii


