Michael E. O’Hanlon

WORK EXPERIENCE
10/94-present Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies Program, Brookings Institution;

2001-present
2015-present

Director of Research in Foreign Policy Studies; holder of Sydney Stein, Jr.
Chair.

Specialties include U.S. defense strategy and budget, American national

security policy. Publications include Beyond NATO: A New Security Architecture
for Eastern Europe (Brookings Press, 2017); A Glass Half Full? Rebalance,
Reassurance, and Resolve in the U.S.-China Strategic Relationship (with James
Steinberg, Brookings, 2017); Brookings Big Ideas for America (editor, Brookings,
2017); The $650 Billion Bargain: The Case for Modest Growth in America’s
Defense Budget (Brookings, 2016); The Future of Land Warfare (Brookings,
2015); Strategic Reassurance and Resolve: U.S.-China Relations in the Twenty-
First Century (with James Steinberg, Princeton Press, 2014); Bending History:
Barack Obama’s Foreign Policy (with Martin Indyk and Kenneth Lieberthal,
Brookings, 2012); Toughing It Out in Afghanistan (with Hassina Sherjan,
Brookings, 2010); The Science of War (Princeton Press, 2009); A War Like No
Other: The Truth About China’s Challenge to America (with Richard Bush,
Wiley, 2007); Hard Power: The New Politics of National Security (with Kurt
Campbell, Basic, 2006); Crisis on the Korean Peninsula (with Mike Mochizuki,
McGraw-Hill, 2003); Protecting the American Homeland (with others,
Brookings, 2003); Defending America: The Case for Limited National Missile
Defense (with James Lindsay, Brookings, 2001); Winning Ugly: NATO’s War to
Save Kosovo (with Ivo Daalder, Brookings, 2000); and Technological Change
and the Future of Warfare (2000).

Have testified many times before Congress, made over 3,000 TV/radio
appearances since 9/11, and written hundreds of opinion pieces including in the
Wall Street Journal, New York Times, Washington Post, USA Today.

Visiting Lecturer, Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University
Adjunct Professor, Maxwell School, Syracuse University

’96-04/12-17 Adjunct Professor, Columbia University

2011-2012  Member, External Advisory Board, Central Intelligence Agency

1989-1994  Analyst, National Security Division, Congressional Budget Office. Focus on
nuclear weapons issues, budgetary matters, Mideast security. Reports include The
Bomb’s Custodians (1994), Limiting Conventional Arms Exports to the Middle
East (1992), and The START Treaty and Beyond (with David Mosher, 1991)

6/89-9/89 Research Assistant, Institute for Defense Analyses. Assessed missile defenses

9/85-6/89 Teaching Assistant, Princeton University. Engineering and politics courses

7/82-6/84 Physics Professor, Democratic Republic of Congo (as Peace Corps Volunteer)

EDUCATION

1991 Ph.D., Public and International Affairs, Princeton University. Thesis work
supported by National Science Foundation examined U.S. defense planning

1987 Master of Science in Engineering, Princeton. Thesis on missile defense

1982 Bachelor of Arts, Physics, Princeton. Thesis on solar physics



