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WELCOME

Ahlan Wa Sahlan!

On behalf of the Brookings Project on U.S. Relations with the Islamic World, housed
within the Saban Center for Middle East Policy, we welcome you to the tenth annual
U.S.-Islamic World Forum. In partnership with the State of Qatar, Brookings con-

venes this Forum annually under the gracious auspices of H.R.H. Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al-Thani, the Emir of Qatar.

Last year, we examined the impact of the “Arab Awakening,” not just for the Arab
world, but also for the United States and Muslim communities around the globe. This
year, we meet as many Muslim communities pursue the challenging work of democ-
ratization and development, as South Asia prepares for momentous transitions, and as
too many people in too many places still struggle to overcome violent conflict.

During our three days together, we have arranged a variety of formats for candid dia-
logue and engagement:

B A series of keynote remarks at our opening gala dinner from world leaders,
discussing the challenges and opportunities confronting relations between
the United States and Muslim communities around the globe;

B Televised and webcast plenary sessions to explore in-depth key develop-
ments, transitions, and crises affecting our world;

B A set of four targeted working groups bringing together practitioners and
experts from specific fields to develop practical partnerships and policy rec-
ommendations for our governments.

We are grateful to His Highness the Emir for his leadership and generosity in en-
abling us to come together for these three days of candid discussion. We would also
like to thank the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Qatar, H.E. Sheikh Hamad
bin Jassem bin Jabr Al-Thani, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for their support.
In particular, we would like to recognize H.E. Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed bin
Jabr Al-Thani, the Minister’s Assistant for International Cooperation Affairs and the
Chairman of the Permanent Committee for Organizing Conferences, as well as the
Permanent Committee’s Executive Director, Ambassador Abdulla Fakhroo, and the
ministry’s entire staff for their support.

Thank you for joining us and we look forward to welcoming you to Doha.

. DN Bt

Tamara Cofman Wittes Durriya Badani

Senior Fellow and Director Deputy Director

Saban Center for Middle East Policy Project on U.S. Relations with the
Islamic World
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Your Stay for the 2013
U.S.-Islamic World Forum

Welcome to the 2013 U.S.-Islamic World Forum,
held this year at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Doha, Qa-
tar. It is our hope that your time with us is both infor-
mative and comfortable. To ensure this, we wanted to
outline for you our policies with respect to transpor-
tation, hotel, and meals during the forum.

Transportation and Travel:

Complimentary transportation will be provided
for all international participants from Doha In-
ternational Airport to the Ritz-Carlton Hotel and
from the hotel to the airport for your return.

Bus transportation will also be provided from the
Ritz-Carlton to the off-site dinner on Monday,
June 10th. We request all participants to please be
at the entrance of the Ritz-Carlton hotel prompt-
ly at 7:00 pm for departure. For special needs
only, participants may also request a private car
through the concierge desk.

If you have questions or concerns related to your
airline travel, a Qatar Airways travel agent will be
available on-site to answer any questions that you
may have.

Hotel Stay:

We are pleased to provide you with a compli-
mentary room at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel for the
nights of June 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th. If you
would like to extend your stay, you may do so
subject to availability and at your own expense.
There are no exceptions to this policy.

In addition, during the nights of June 8th, 9th,
10th, and 11th, you will receive free internet ser-
vice in your hotel room.

A valid credit card must be presented during
check-in for incidental charges that may be in-
curred during your stay.

Meals and Translation Services:

For all participants and special guests, breakfast,
lunch, and dinner are complimentary on behalf
of the Forum; however, please note that room ser-
vice and items from the minibar will be at your
own expense.

If you have any special needs or requests, please
visit the concierge desk at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel.
Translation services are also available.
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AGENDA AT A GLANCE

All Sessions will be held
in the Al Wosail Ballroom

SATURDAY, JUNE 8

6:00Pm Registration

8:00pPm Welcome Reception

SUNDAY, JUNE 9

6:30AM Breakfast (The Lagoon Restaurant)

9:00AM-10:30AM

Registration

10:30am-11:00am

Welcoming Remarks

11:00amM-12:45prm

Plenary I: Transitions in Afghanistan and Pakistan*

1:00pPm-2:00Pm

Lunch (The Lagoon Restaurant)

2:15pm-5:30pPm

Working Group Sessions

7:00pm-9:00Pm

Gala Dinner (Al Wosail Ballroom)

MONDAY, JUNE 10

6:30AM

Breakfast (The Lagoon Restaurant)

8:00AM-9:00AM

Plenary II: “Politics Demonizes, Culture Humanizes”: Arts, Conflict, and Security*

9:00AM-10:45AM

Working Group Sessions

11:00AM-12:45prm

Plenary Ill: Democracy and Development: How Do They Fit Together?*

1:00pm-2:00Pm

Lunch (The Lagoon Restaurant)

2:15pm-4:30pPMm

Working Group Sessions

7:00PMm

Buses Depart for Off-site Dinner

TUESDAY, JUNE 11

6:30AM

Breakfast (The Lagoon Restaurant)

8:00AM-9:15Aam

Plenary Session IV: Arab Opinion, Identity, and the Reshaping of the Middle East*

9:15amM-10:45AM

Working Group Sessions

11:00am-12:45pm

Plenary V: Ripple Effects: the Syria Crisis and its Regional Impact*

12:45pm-1:15pPMm

Closing Remarks and Summary

1:30rPm-3:00PMm

Lunch and Conclusion of Forum (The Lagoon Restaurant)

* Open to the media
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PLENARY SESSIONS

All Sessions will be held
in the Al Wosail Ballroom

—

DATE

SESSION DESCRIPTION

JUNE 9
11:00am-12:45prMm

Plenary I: Transitions in Afghanistan and Pakistan

The coming year will bring dramatic change to American engagement with the govern-
ments and peoples of South Asia. Afghanistan’s government is taking on more security
responsibility as the United States and NATO prepare to withdraw most of their forces
from the country by the end of 2014. This year, Pakistan will experience its first civilian
transfer of power, while Afghanistan prepares for presidential elections next year. These
important steps also raise questions about the prospects for political, economic, and se-
curity stability in the region, and the future role of the United States in achieving those
regional goals. Can Afghan forces effectively protect their own country’s security? How
can Afghanistan-Pakistan relations work to advance regional stability and development?
What are the prospects for regional economic integration through a “New Silk Road”
strategy? How can local governments and civil society work together to address citizens’
needs? What are American interests and American responsibilities as the troop withdrawal
from Afghanistan is underway?
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DATE

SESSION DESCRIPTION

JUNE 10
8:00aM-9:00AM

JUNE 10
11:00am-12:45prm

Plenary II: “Politics Demonizes, Culture Humanizes”: Arts,
Conflict, and Security

Arts and culture play a central symbolic and social role in regions beset by conflict. Ex-
tremists recognize the power of arts and culture, and target tangible (Bamayan Buddhas)
and intangible (Mali’s Festival in the Desert) cultural icons and leaders for destruction. In
war-torn areas of the world, artists reach for their pens, instruments, and voices to mirror
their worlds, to hold governments accountable, and to protest injustice and repression.
This panel will examine the evolving roles of arts, culture, and media in areas and situa-
tions of conflict and instability. It will highlight how governmental and non-governmen-
tal leaders can support the role of arts and culture in promoting human security and in
fostering positive political and social change and economic development.

Plenary I1l: Democracy and Development: How Do They Fit
Together?

Two years ago, popular demands for bread, freedom, and social justice overturned the
political order in several Arab countries—but since then, governments have struggled to
meet public demands, and populations are increasingly skeptical and impatient about
their prospects for a better life. While countries in transition have made strides toward es-
tablishing new rules for the political game, painful economic policy choices loom. Deep-
ening political polarization, lags in reforming government institutions, spiking sectarian
tensions, and ongoing security challenges have all retarded economic recovery and made
international investors and donors hesitant to step in. Meanwhile, lessons of develop-
ment confirm the importance of transparent, accountable, and responsive governance to
achieving sustainable economic growth and human development. At times of instability
and transition, how can international donors and institutions help advance inclusive gov-
ernance and development? What are the domestic challenges to promoting democracy
and development, and how can they be over come? What is the best role for private sector
actors, and how do we engage them effectively on behalf of good governance and devel-
opment?
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DATE

SESSION DESCRIPTION

JUNE 11
8:00AM-9:15AM

JUNE 11
11:00am-12:45prMm

Plenary IV: Arab Opinion, Identity, and the Reshaping of the
Middle East

This plenary discussion addresses the prisms through which Arabs view the world, the
driving forces behind the Arab uprisings, and how these forces are likely to shape the
political battles in Arab societies in the coming years. In the new Middle East, Arab pub-
lic opinion matters more than ever before; and Arab public notions of “dignity” are not
limited to relations between rulers and ruled but, fundamentally, include Arab relations
with the outside world. The panel will cover themes to include Arab attitudes toward the
United States, Iran, Israel, other global powers, as well as attitudes toward democracy, the
role of religion, and women. We will feature a discussion of Shibley Telhami’s new book,
The World Through Arab Eyes: Arab Public Opinion and the Reshaping of the Middle East,

with comments from knowledgeable experts.

Plenary Session V: Ripple Effects: the Syria Crisis and its Regional
Impact

The violence in Syria has claimed more than 80,000 lives and displaced almost 5 million
people, either internally or as refugees. The spiraling effects of the conflict on the neigh-
borhood include humanitarian, security, and political challenges. The international com-
munity has debated extensively about the impact of this crisis on international security
and the interests of neighboring states, but as yet has not achieved consensus on how to
respond. This high-level panel will explore the regional impact of the crisis in Syria—on
neighboring countries, but also on the strategic balance, regional diplomacy, and on other
longstanding challenges in the region.
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WORKING GROUPS

On the Brink: Avoiding Economic Collapse and Promoting Inclusive
Growth in Egypt and Tunisia

CONVENERS
Hafez Ghanem, Shadi Hamid, and Salman Shaikh

Economic frustration and anger helped fuel the Arab revolutions—but after two years, Egypt and Tunisia are facing
an increase in the fiscal and balance of payments deficits, a decline in economic growth, and a rise in unemployment.
It seems clear, therefore, that economic recovery should be a top priority for the new leadership in Tunisia and Egypt,
as well as for the international community, which has a stake in a successful transition to democracy. The Arab revo-
lutions provide an opportunity for the international community, particularly the United States, to revise its policies
in support of Arab countries with a greater focus on supporting democracy, human rights, and inclusive economic
growth. This roundtable will bring together economists and political activists from Egypt and Tunisia, as well as
experts from bilateral and multilateral donor agencies to focus on three broad questions: What should governments
and donors do to achieve macro-financial stabilization and avoid economic collapse? What measures can be taken
to increase economic opportunities for youth and other disadvantaged groups, and to encourage job creation? Can
we identify some “quick wins” in the area of good governance that could support inclusive and sustainable growth,
particularly corruption control?

Rethinking the “Red Line”: The Intersection of Free Speech,
Religious Freedom, and Social Change

CONVENERS
Asma Uddin and Haris Tarin

The issue of free speech, particularly freedom to speak about, criticize, or even reject religion, continues to be a
contentious issue among Muslims, and between Muslims and non-Muslim compatriots, in the United States and
in Muslim-majority countries. This working group will explore the reasons why free speech remains a controversial
topic with changing contours and disputed boundaries, and how these disputes might be addressed and resolved.
Using the Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s Defamation of Religions Resolution as a case study, the working
group will look at different definitions of free speech, alternative standards governing limits on free speech, and how
the gaps among competing standards might be bridged. The goal of the working group is to produce a policy memo
and action initiative that will reflect culturally specific concerns and reconcile them.
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Diplomacy and Religion: Seeking Common Interests and
Engagement in a Dynamic World

CONVENERS
Allen Keiswetter and Bishop John Chane

This working group brings together diplomats, clerics, and scholars to explore how religious communities and leaders
on the one hand, and diplomats on the other, can find common interests and ways of common engagement in tack-
ling international problems. It seeks first to delineate the scope both religiously and diplomatically for cooperation
on major foreign policy matters affecting the U.S. and Islamic world, and then to take up some specific issues for
discussion: U.S.-Iran Relations on Nuclear Issues; Middle East Peace Negotiations; and Religion and U.S. Diploma-
cy in the Arab Transition States. While religious and diplomatic frameworks differ significantly, each recognizes the
other’s relevance to conflict resolution and human progress. How can these two approaches work together to better
appreciate and incorporate the other perspective, to build common understandings of key concepts and of specific
issues, and to engage in mutual endeavor to resolve pressing international problems? The group will explore options
for such shared understanding and collaboration.

Advancing Women'’s Rights in Post-Conflict States:
A Focus on Afghanistan, Egypt, and Libya

CONVENERS

Manal Omar, Hamid Khan, and Kathleen Kuehnast

Political transitions in states emerging from conflict pose challenges and offer opportunities. In the countries we will
consider in this working group, there is a renewed emphasis on democracy (with its principle that all citizens are
equal), but also on defining a role for Islam within the state. Efforts to incorporate Islamic religious concepts into the
formal constitutions of Afghanistan, Egypt, and Libya have left important questions unresolved, especially regarding
the rights of women. The challenge of fostering common approaches among Muslim women activists, members of
the ulama (religious leaders) as well as legal advocates is daunting, yet finding common ground among such diverse
stakeholders on women’s rights in Muslim-majority states is critical to advancing democracy and human develop-
ment. With this challenge in mind, the focus of this working group is to find consensus on ways to champion and
sustain progress on women’s rights amid renewed Islamic constitutionalism. By enlisting activists and religious lead-
ers to draw on lessons learned and reason together, a more tailored approach may emerge based upon each nation’s
respective cultural, institutional and human development.
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Co-Conveners of the
U.S.-Islamic World Forum

Hamad bin Jassim
bin Jabr Al-Thani
QATAR

Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr
Al-Thani is Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minis-
ter of the State of Qatar.
Previously, he served as
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs. From 1982 to 1989, he was
the Director of the Office of the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Agriculture. In July
1989, Al-Thani was appointed Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Agriculture, and served
as Deputy Minister of Electricity and Water
for two years. He has also served as Chairman
of the Qatar Electricity and Water Company,
President of the Central Municipal Council,
Director of the Special Emiri Projects Office,
member of Qatar Petroleum Board of Direc-
tors, and member of the Supreme Council
for Planning. Additionally, Al-Thani has held
several other key positions, including member
of the Supreme Defense Council, head of Qa-
tar’s Permanent Committee for the Support
of al-Quds, member of the Permanent Con-
stitution Committee, member of the Ruling
Family Council, and member of the Supreme
Council for the Investment of the Reserves of
the State.

Martin Indyk
UNITED STATES

Martin Indyk is the Vice
President and Director of
the Foreign Policy pro-
gram at Brookings, and
the founding Director of
the Saban Center for Mid-
dle East Policy at Brookings. He served as
U.S. Ambassador to Israel from 1995 to 1997
and 2000 to 2001. Before his first posting to
Israel, Indyk was Special Assistant to Presi-
dent William J. Clinton and Senior Director
for Near East and South Asian Affairs at the
National Security Council. He served as As-
sistant Secretary of State for Near East Affairs
from 1997 to 2000. Before entering the U.S.
Government, Indyk was founding Executive
Director of the Washington Institute for Near
East Policy. He currently serves as Chairman
of the International Council of the New Is-
rael Fund. His book, Innocent Abroad: An In-
timate Account of U.S. Peace Diplomacy in the
Middle East, was published in January 2009
in both Hebrew and English. His most recent
book, co-authored with Michael O’Hanlon
and Kenneth Lieberthal, is Bending History:
Barack Obama’s Foreign Policy. Indyk received
a B.Econ. (Hon.) from Sydney University and
a Ph.D. in International Relations from the
Australian National University.
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LIST OF

PARTICIPANTS

NORTH AMERICA

AND EUROPE

Unless noted otherwise, participants in
this section are from the United States.

Geneive Abdo
Nonresident Fellow, Saban
Center for Middle East Policy
at Brookings; Fellow, Middle
East Program, Stimson Center

Justin Alexander
Senior Economist, Qatar
National Bank

UNITED KINGDOM

Rim-Sarah Alouane
Ph.D. Candidate in Public
Law, University of Toulouse 1
Capitole

FRANCE

Hadeel Al-Shalchi
Middle East Correspondent for
Thomson Reuters

CANADA

Zainab Al-Suwaij
Co-Founder and Executive
Director, American Islamic
Congress

Shahed Amanullah

Senior Advisor for Technology,
U.S. Department of State

Nazanin Ash

Deputy Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs,
U.S. Department of State

Omar Ashour

Senior Lecturer, Institute of Arab
and Islamic Studies, University
of Exeter; Nonresident Fellow,
Brookings Doha Center
UNITED KINGDOM

Nihad Awad

National Executive Director,
Council on American-Islamic
Relations

Durriya Badani

Deputy Director, Project on
U.S. Relations with the Islamic
World at Brookings

Merete Bilde

Policy Advisor, European
External Action Service

BELGIUM

lan Black
Middle East Editor, 7he

Guardian

UNITED KINGDOM

Marshall Breger
Professor, Catholic University
of America Law School
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Stacy Burdett

Director, Government and
National Affairs, Anti-
Defamation League

Daniel Byman
Research Director and Senior

Fellow, Saban Center for
Middle East Policy at Brookings

Perry Cammack
Member, Policy Planning Staff,
U.S. Department of State

Andrew Cedar
Senior Director for Global
Engagement, National Security

Staff, White House

Gail Chalef

Director of Communications,
Foreign Policy at Brookings

John Bryson Chane

Eighth Bishop of Washington,
D.C. (Ret.); Senior Advisor to
Washington National Cathedral

on Interfaith Relations

Isobel Coleman

Senior Fellow and Director of
the Civil Society, Markets, and
Democracy Initiative, Council
on Foreign Relations



Emmanuel Comolet
Advisor to the Chief
Economist and the Director of
Strategy, Middle East; North
Africa Department, French

Development Agency
FRANCE

Sylvain Cypel
Senior Editor, Le Monde
FRANCE

Georges Dagher
Special Consultant to the

Haitian Minister of Foreign
Affairs

HAITI

Paul Danahar

Middle East Bureau Chief,
BBC News

UNITED KINGDOM

Liora Danan

Policy Officer, Office of Policy
and Programs, Bureau of Conflict
and Stabilization Operations,
U.S. Department of State

Michael Doran

Senior Fellow, Saban Center for
Middle East Policy at Brookings

Khaled Elgindy
Fellow, Saban Center for
Middle East Policy at Brookings

Haleh Esfandiari
Director, Middle East Program,
Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars

John Esposito

Director, Prince Alwaleed

bin Talal Center for Muslim-
Christian Understanding, and
Professor, Walsh School of
Foreign Service, Georgetown

University

Mohammad Fadel

Associate Professor, University
of Toronto

CANADA

F. Gregory Gause, IlI
Professor, University of
Vermont; Nonresident Senior
Fellow, Brookings Doha Center

Hafez Ghanem
Senior Fellow, Global Economy
and Development at Brookings

Pierre Ghanem
Senior Correspondent, Al
Arabiya

Leila Hanafi

Co-Founder and Chair of the
American Moroccan Legal
Network

MOROCCO

Dennis Hoover

Vice President for Research
and Publications, Institute for
Global Engagement

Randa Fahmy Hudome
President, Fahmy Hudome
International

Rashad Hussain

U.S. Special Envoy to the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, U.S. Department
of State

Arsalan Iftikhar
Senior Editor, 7he Islamic Monthly

Lou Anne King Jensen
Founder and President, Chrest
Foundation

Douglas Johnston
President and Founder,
International Center for
Religion and Diplomacy

Joyce Karam
Washington Correspondent,
Al-Hayat Newspaper

Allen Keiswetter
Scholar, Middle East Institute

Hamid Khan

Professorial Lecturer, The
George Washington University
Law School

Humera Khan
Executive Director, Muflehun

Nikahang Kowsar
Cartoonist, Journalist, and
Blogger, Khodnevis.org

Kathleen Kuehnast
Director, Center for Gender
and Peacebuilding, United
States Institute of Peace

Farhan Latif

CEO and Director of Policy
Impact, Institute for Social
Policy and Understanding

Hillel Levine

President and Founder,
International Center for
Conciliation; Professor, Boston
University

Amira Maaty
Program Officer, National
Endowment for Democracy

Mohamed Magid

Executive Director, All Dulles
Area Muslim Society; President,
Islamic Society of North America
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Alexey Malashenko
Co-Chair, Religion, Society,
and Security Program, Carnegie
Moscow Center

RUSSIA

Abdul-Rehman Malik
Program Manager, Radical
Middle Way

UNITED KINGDOM

Shahid Malik

Chairman, Global Cooperation

& Development Partnerships
UNITED KINGDOM

Peter Mandaville

Director, Ali Vurak Ak Center
for Global Islamic Studies,
George Mason University;
Nonresident Senior Fellow,
Project on U.S. Relations with
the Islamic World at Brookings

Paul Marshall

Senior Fellow, Hudson Institute

Theodore McCarrick
Cardinal Archbishop Emeritus
of Washington

William Miller

Senior Advisor to the U.S.-
Iran Program, Search for
Common Ground; former U.S.
Ambassador to Ukraine

Dalia Mogahed
President and CEO, Mogahed
Consulting

Alia Moubayed

Director and Senior Economist,
Emerging Markets Research
Department, Barclays

UNITED KINGDOM

Mouaz Moustafa
Political Director, Syrian
Emergency Task Force

Vitaly Naumkin
Director, Institute of Oriental

Studies
RUSSIA

Ronald E. Neumann
President, American Academy
of Diplomacy; former U.S.
Ambassador to Afghanistan,
Bahrain, and Algeria

Igbal Noor Ali
Senior Advisor, Aga Khan
Development Network

Lida Sahar Noory

Senior Advisor for Afghanistan,
Secretary’s Office of Global
Women’s Issues, U.S.
Department of State

Michael O’Hanlon
Senior Fellow, Center for
21st Century Security and
Intelligence, and Director of
Research, Foreign Policy at
Brookings

Manal Omar

Director, North Africa, Iraq,
and Iran Programs, United
States Institute of Peace

Thomas Pickering
Vice Chairman, Hills &
Company; former U.S.
Ambassador to the United
Nations

Bruce Riedel

Director, Intelligence Project
at Brookings; Senior Fellow,
Saban Center for Middle East
Policy at Brookings
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Charles Robertson

Canon to the Presiding

Bishop, The Episcopal Church;
Distinguished Visiting Professor,
General Theological Seminary

Max Rodenbeck
Chief Middle East

Correspondent, 7he Economist

Josh Rogin
Senior Correspondent,
Newsweek and The Daily Beast

Laura Rozen
Foreign Policy Reporter, A/
Monitor

Natan Sachs

Fellow, Saban Center for
Middle East Policy at Brookings

Neha Sahgal

Senior Researcher, Pew
Research Center

David Saperstein
Director, Religious Action
Center of Reform Judaism

Negina Sawez

Program Officer, Bureau of
Democracy, Human Rights, and
Labor, U.S. Department of State

Cynthia Schneider
Nonresident Senior Fellow,
Project on U.S. Relations with
the Islamic World at Brookings;
former U.S. Ambassador to the
Netherlands

David Sedney

Former Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense for
Afghanistan, Pakistan and
Central Asia



Daniel Serwer

Senior Fellow, Center for
Transatlantic Relations, and
Professor, Paul H. Nitze School
of Advanced International
Studies, Johns Hopkins
University

Samer Shehata
Associate Professor, University

of Oklahoma

Christopher Shields
Partner, EnTech Holdings and
FN.org

Tad Stahnke
Director of Policy and
Programs, Human Rights First

Nina Sudhakar

Georgetown University Law
Center

Arsalan Suleman
Deputy U.S. Envoy to the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation and Counselor
for Multilateral Affairs, U.S.
Department of State

Haris Tarin

Director, Washington, D.C.,,
Office, Muslim Public Affairs
Council

Shibley Telhami

Anwar Sadat Chair, University
of Maryland; Nonresident
Senior Fellow in the Saban
Center for Middle East Policy
at Brookings

Knox Thames

Director of Policy and
Research, U.S. Commission
on International Religious
Freedom

Jihad Turk

President, Bayan Claremont

Asma Uddin

Legal Fellow, Institute for Social
Policy and Understanding;
Legal Counsel, Becket Fund for
Religious Liberty

Antoine van Agtmael
Senior Adviser, Garten

Rothkopf

Jerry White

Deputy Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of Conflict and
Stabilization Operations, U.S.
Department of State

Tamara Cofman Wittes

Senior Fellow and Director,
Saban Center for Middle East
Policy at Brookings

Huma Yusuf
Journalist, Dawn Newspaper

UNITED KINGDOM
Susan Ziadeh

Ambassador of the United
States to the State of Qatar

MIDDLE EAST AND

AFRICA

Omaima Abou-Bakr
Professor, Cairo University

EGYPT

Husam Abudagga

Lead Operations Officer and
Deputy Head of Cairo Office,
The World Bank

EGYPT

Maryam al-Amri

Executive Officer, Deputy Vice
Chancellor’s Office, Sohar
University

OMAN

Wajeeha Al-Baharna
Founder and President, Bahrain
Women Association for Human
Development

BAHRAIN

Ahmed Al Omran
Blogger, Saudi Jeans and Riyadh
Bureau

SAUDI ARABIA

Ahmed bin Mohammed
bin Jabr Al-Thani
Minister’s Assistant for
International Cooperation
Affairs; Chairman, Permanent
Committee for Organizing
Conferences

QATAR

Alya Ahmed Saif Al-Thani
Ambassador and Permanent
Representative, Permanent
Mission of the State of Qatar to
the United Nations

QATAR

Manny Ansar

Executive Director, Festival in
the Desert, Timbuktu; Founder
EFES Charity

MALI

Ibrahim Arafat

Professor, Cairo University;
Professor, Qatar University
QATAR

Muhammad Nurayn
Ashafa
Co-Executive Director,

Interfaith Mediation Centre
NIGERIA
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Rabea Ataya
Founder and CEO, Bayt.com
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Jasser Auda

Associate Professor, Faculty
of Islamic Studies, Qatar
Foundation

QATAR

Randa Ayoubi

Founder and Chief Executive
Officer, Rubicon Group
Holding

JORDAN

Hossam Bahgat
Founder and Director, Egyptian

Initiative for Personal Rights
EGYPT

Mahmoud Ben Romdhane
Professor, University of Tunis

TUNISIA

Lina Beydoun
Joint Fellow, Brookings Doha

Center-Qatar University
QATAR

Eman Bin Younis

Legal Advisor, Arabic
Legislation Encyclopedia;
Ph.D. Candidate, Benghazi
University

LIBYA

Amel Boubekeur
Visiting Fellow, Brookings
Doha Center

TUNISIA

Ridha Chkoundali
Economic Advisor to the
Minister of Development and
International Cooperation

TUNISIA

Amr Darrag
Minister for Planning and
International Cooperation

EGYPT

Tarek El-Dessouky
Member, Nour Party
EGYPT

Aicha El Hajjami

Founding Member and Head,
Center for Studies and Research
on Women and the Family,
Faculty of Law, Cadi Ayyad
University

MOROCCO

Magda El-Sanousi

Country Director, Oxfam

LEBANON

Saeb Erekat
Chief Negotiator, Palestine
Liberation Organization

PALESTINE

Pacinthe Ahmed Fahmy
President and Managing
Director, Al-Mashoura
Consulting Firm

EGYPT

Ufuk Gokcen
Ambassador and Permanent
Observer to the United
Nations, Organization of
Islamic Cooperation

TURKEY

Nashwa Hafez
Co-Founder, Nebny
EGYPT

Shadi Hamid

Fellow and Director of
Research, Brookings Doha
Center

QATAR
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Mazen Hasna
Dean, College of Engineering,

Qatar University
QATAR

Adnan Hayajneh

Professor, Qatar University
QATAR

H. A. Hellyer

Nonresident Fellow, Project on
U.S. Relations with the Islamic
World at Brookings

EGYPT

Saad Eddin Ibrahim
Founder and Head, Ibn
Khaldun Center for
Development Studies

EGYPT

Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu
Secretary General, Organization
of Islamic Cooperation

TURKEY

Lobna Jeribi

Member, Political Bureau and
Executive Secretariat, Ettakatol
Party; Chairman, Economic
Committee, Governorate of
Tunis’s Regional Council;
Deputy, Tunisian Constituent

Assembly
TUNISIA

Mehrangiz Kar

Visiting Professor, Pembroke
Center for Teaching and
Research on Women, Brown
University

IRAN

Wael Khalil
Founding Member, Masrena
Movement

EGYPT



Zahra Langhi
Co-Founder, Libyan Women’s
Platform for Peace

LIBYA

Abdoul Aziz Mahamadou
Maiga

Representative for Religious
Affairs and Islamic
Cooperation; Ministry of
Religious Affairs

MALI

Sanaa Makhlouf
Senior Instructor, The
American University in Cairo

EGYPT

Tamer Meky

Member, Shura Council; Co-
Founder, Asala Party

EGYPT

Eiman Mustafawi
Dean, College of Arts and
Sciences, Qatar University

QATAR

Gerd Nonneman
Dean, Georgetown University
School of Foreign Service in

Qatar
QATAR

Hibaaq Osman
Founder and CEO, Karama
SOMALIA

Taufiq Rahim
Executive Director, Globesight
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Ebrahim Rasool
Ambassador of the Republic
of South Africa to the United
States

SOUTH AFRICA

David Roberts
Director, Qatar Office, Royal
United Services Institute

QATAR

Ridha Saidi

Minister Delegate to the Prime
Minister of Tunisia

TUNISIA

Wafia Saifalnasr
President, Prime Minister’s
Diwan; Founding Member,
Libyan Women’s Platform for
Peace

LIBYA

Mohamad Sammak
Secretary General, Christian-
Muslim Committee for Dialogue;
Advisor to the Mufti of Lebanon
LEBANON

Tarek Shaalan
Head, Economic

Committee, Al-Watan Party
EGYPT

Salman Shaikh

Fellow and Director, Brookings
Doha Center

QATAR

Ibrahim Shargqieh
Fellow and Deputy Director,
Brookings Doha Center
QATAR

Amira Omar Wali
Program Manager, Qatar 2022
Supreme Council

QATAR

James Movel Wuye
Co-Executive Director,

Interfaith Mediation Centre
NIGERIA

Bilkisu Yusuf

Advisor to the President of
Nigeria; Columnist, Daily Trust
NIGERIA

Najmuddin Zainuddin
al-Khaleej Jamiaat
QATAR

Mahir Zeynalov

Journalist, Todays Zaman

TURKEY

Dalia Ziadi
Executive Director, Ibn
Khaldun Center for
Development Studies

EGYPT

CENTRAL, SOUTH,

AND SOUTHEAST
ASIA

Jamila Afghani

Director, Noor Educational
& Capacity Development
Organization

AFGHANISTAN

Homa Alizoy
Head, Kabul Juvenile Court
AFGHANISTAN

Salahuddin Aminuzzaman
Professor, University of Dhaka
BANGLADESH

I Ketut Putra Erawan
Executive Director, Institute for
Peace and Democracy

INDONESIA
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Husain Haqqani

Former Ambassador of Pakistan
to the United States; Director
for South and Central Asia,
Hudson Institute; Professor,
Boston University

PAKISTAN

Palwasha Kakar

Director of Women’s
Empowerment and
Development Programs, The
Asia Foundation

AFGHANISTAN

Mohammad Hashim
Kamali

Founding Chairman and

CEOQ, International Institute of
Advanced Islamic Studies

MALAYSIA

Hamid Karzai
President, Islamic Republic of

Afghanistan
AFGHANISTAN

Muhammad Shahzad
Khan

Founding Executive Director,
Chanan Development
Association

PAKISTAN

Akihiko Koenuma
Director General, MENA
Region, Japan International

Cooperation Agency
JAPAN

Hideki Matsunaga
Chief Representative, Egypt
Office, Japan International

Cooperation Agency
JAPAN

Riefqi Muna

Head of Research &
Development, Muhammadiyah
Central Board

INDONESIA

Amina Rasul-Bernardo
President, Philippine Center for
Islam and Democracy; Director,
Mindanao Development
Authority

PHILIPPINES

Abdullah Saeed

Director, National Centre of
Excellence for Islamic Studies;
Professor, University of
Melbourne

AUSTRALIA
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Lutforahman Saeed
Country Director, Legal
Education Support Program;
Professor, Kabul University
AFGHANISTAN

Amrullah Saleh

Chief and Founder, Basej-¢
Mili (Green Trend); Former
Director, Afghan National
Directorate of Security

AFGHANISTAN

Sultana Siddiqui

Founder and President, HUM
TV Network

PAKISTAN

Wan Saiful Wan Jan

CEO, Institute for Democracy
and Economic Affairs; Director,
Center for British Teachers

Education
MALAYSIA

Hossai Wardak

Senior Afghanistan Expert,
United States Institute of Peace
AFGHANISTAN
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Geneive Abdo
UNITED STATES

Geneive Abdo is a Nonresident
Fellow at the Brookings Institu-
tion and Fellow in the Middle
East/Southwest Asia program at
the Stimson Center, specializing
in issues regarding modern Iran
and political Islam. She also co-chairs a program on
Iran in conjunction with the Heinrich Ball Stiftung,
North America. Abdo is the author of the mono-
graph, The New Sectarianism: The Arab Uprisings
and the Rebirth of the Shia- Sunni Divide, published
in April 2013 by the Saban Center for Middle East
Policy at the Brookings Institution. She was formerly
the Liaison Officer for the Alliance of Civilizations, a
United Nations initiative established by former Sec-
retary- General Kofi Annan, which aims to improve
relations between Islamic and western societies. Abdo
was a foreign correspondent before joining the United
Nations, and was the first American journalist to be
based in Iran since the 1979 Islamic Revolution. Her
20-year career has focused on coverage of the Middle
East and the Muslim world, and her writing has ap-
peared in Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, The New York
Times, and The Washington Post.

Omaima Abou-Bakr
EGYPT

Omaima Abou-Bakr is a Profes-
sor of English and Comparative
Literature at Cairo University.
She specializes in medieval Sufi
i\ | poetry and comparative topics in

medieval English and Arabic literature. Her scholarly
interests also include women’s mysticism and female
spirituality in Christianity and Islam, feminist the-
ology, Muslim women’s history, and gender issues in
Islamic discourses and cultural history. She has pub-
lished a number of articles in both English and Arabic
on poetry and medieval literary texts, historical repre-
sentations of women in pre-modern Muslim societies,
women and gender issues in religious discourses, and
Islamic feminism. Her book published in Arabic, A/
mar ah wa-al-jindar (Woman and Gender), deals with
women’s intellectual efforts to create emancipative
and egalitarian discourses within an Islamic concep-
tual framework. Abou-Bakr received her Ph.D. from
the University of California, Berkeley; her M.A. from
North Carolina State University; and her B.A. from
Cairo University.

Husam Abudagga
EGYPT

Husam Abudagga is the Lead Op-
erations Officer and Deputy Head

| of Office at the World Bank in
Cairo. Abudagga initially joined

the World Bank as the Gaza Of-

fice coordinator, where he helped

establish the Gaza Office and coordinated World
Bank assistance with the Palestinian Authority and bi-
lateral and multilateral donor agencies. He also served
two postings in Africa, the first being the World Bank
representative to the Kingdom of Lesotho, where he
succeeded to transform the World Bank’s relations
with the government to a higher level of engagement.

His second posting was in Nairobi, Kenya, where he
was assigned to supervise the newly established Global
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Hub on Conflict, Development and Security, focus-
ing primarily on agricultural, rural, and community
development programs in Sudan and Somalia. In ad-
dition, he supervised the Somalia Drought Manage-
ment and Livelihood Protection Project to respond to
the recent drought. Prior to joining the World Bank,
Abudagga worked for the Palestinian Trade Promo-
tion Organization, developing export capacity of pro-
ducers in order to access European markets.

Jamila Afghani
AFGHANISTAN

Jamila Afghani is the Executive
Director of Noor Educational &
Capacity Development Organiza-
tion (NECDO), an organization
focused on citizen empowerment,
capacity building, and the inclu-
sion of women and youth. Afghani has worked with
more than 1,000 imams in 15 provinces of Afghani-
stan on the issues of peace, reconciliation, and ending
violence against women. With more than 14 years of
field experience, Afghani has worked alongside numer-
ous international gender and human rights consultants
and has provided a unique perspective given her Is-
lamic studies background. She received the Commit-
ment to Action Award from the Clinton Global Ini-
tiative and the Religious Peacemaker Award from the
Tanenbaum Center for Interreligious Understanding.
Afghani received her M.A. in International Relations
and Islamic Studies from Peshawar University.

Pacinthe Ahmed Fahmy
EGYPT

Pacinthe Ahmed Fahmy is the
President and Managing Director
of the Al Mashoura Consulting
Firm. Previously, she was a senior
advisor to the Egyptian Saudi Fi-
nance Bank and the general man-
ager of the Misr International Bank. She was appoint-
ed by the U.N. Operational Unit for Development
Assistance as a corporate finance expert to the Capital
Market Authority, and she also served as a privatiza-
tion specialist to Egypt’s Ministry of Public Enterprise.
Fahmy served as a member of Egypt’s Government
Senior Privatization Committee, where she recom-
mended major strategies governing the privatization
process. Fahmy now serves as a senior advisor for the
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Arab Academy for Banking and Financial Studies.
She is a board member of the International Center
for Management and Companies Valuation and of
the Arab Academy for Banking Financial Sciences.
She has attended numerous international conferences
and is published widely on banking and corporate fi-
nance. She was awarded the Certified Lender Busi-
ness Banking Certificate by the Institute of Certified
Bankers, Washington, D.C. Fahmy earned her B.A.
(High Honors) in Economics and Political Science
from Cairo University.

Ahmed Al Omran
SAUDI ARABIA

Ahmed Al Omran is a Saudi blog-
ger and journalist. His blog, Sau-
di Jeans, is one of the most well-
known and long standing blogs
in the Middle East. His work has
appeared in major publications
such as 7he New York Times, the Guardian and For-
eign Policy. Born and raised in Hofuf, eastern Saudi
Arabia. He worked for the National Public Radio in
Washington D.C. before returning to his home coun-
try where he launched his new site Riyadh Bureau.
Al-Omran graduated with a master’s degree in digital
media from Columbia University Graduate School of
Journalism, New York.

Maryam Al-Amri
OMAN

Maryam Al-Amri is the Execu-
tive Officer at the Deputy Vice
Chancellor’s Office at Sohar Uni-
versity, Oman. For the past 18
years, Al-Amri has served in vari-
ous positions at Sohar, including
coordinating the women and technology programs.
Al-Amri has organized numerous workshops on issues
pertaining to Omani women and their communi-
ties, the role of women in political reform and elec-
tions, the challenges of electronic marketing forums
for Oman’s shura councils, the empowerment of the
blind and disabled in Omani society, and minimizing
the phenomenon of divorce in Oman. She has also
attended numerous international conferences includ-
ing the Second Congress of The Asian Association of
Women’s Studies in Malaysia. Al-Amri received her
bachelor’s in Business Administration.




Wajeeha Al-Baharna
BAHRAIN

Wajeeha Al-Baharna is the Found-
er and President of the Bahrain
Women Association for Human
Development. A renowned activist
in the Middle East in the field of

women rights, she launched a series

of discussions focused on cultural, political, social, eco-
nomic, and judicial discrimination against women in
the Arab and Islamic worlds. She specializes in women’s
roles in Islamic societies. In 2001, she was appointed as
a Peace Ambassador during the Global Violence: Crisis
and Hope Conference held in New York. Al-Baharna
is board member of the Innovation Cultural Society,
Al-Tajdeed, where she focuses on innovation of Islamic
thought. She is also a board member of the Arab Wom-
en leadership Institute in Jordan, the Arab Thought
Forum in Jordan, and the Arab Non-Governmental
Organization Network for Development in Cairo.

Justin Alexander
UNITED KINGDOM

Justin Alexander is a Middle East
and North Africa economic and
political analyst, with a particular
interest in economic development
and reconciliation in conflict-af-
fected countries. He is current-
ly Senior Economist at Qatar National Bank where
he has developed a growing series of reports, so far
covering the GCC and Jordan. Alexander has previ-
ously worked for The Economist Intelligence Unit,
the United Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq (UN-
AMI), and the Oxford Research Group. He has lived
in Iraq, Jordan, and Palestine, and conducted research
throughout the region. He studied at Balliol College,
University of Oxford, and Birkbeck College, London.

Homa Alizoy
AFGHANISTAN

Homa Alizoy is Head of the Juvenile
Court in Kabul, Afghanistan. She is
also a board member of the Afghan
Women’s Network, an advocacy
organization for womens empow-
erment in Afghanistan since 1995.
She has served as a judge in various courts, including as

head of the Family Court in Afghanistan. Alizoy gradu-
ated from the Faculty of Law at Kabul University.

Rim-Sarah Alouane
FRANCE

Rim-Sarah Alouane is a Ph.D. Can-
didate in Public Law at the Univer-
sity Toulouse 1 Capitole, France,
and a Teaching Assistant at the
University Jean-Frangois Champo-
llion in Albi, where she teaches Ad-
ministrative Law, Civil Liberties, Constitutional Law;,
Economics and Public Law, and Public Services Law.
Her research interests include civil liberties, cultural and
religious diversity, law and religion, and minority rights.
She recently published, “The Practice of Religion in the
French Public and Private Workplace: In Search of an
Elusive Balance” in A Tést of Faith?: Religious Diversity
and Accommodation in the European Workplace.

Hadeel Al-Shalchi
CANADA

Hadeel Al-Shalchi is a Middle East
Correspondent for Thomson Reu-
ters. She recently spent a year cov-
ering post-war Libya, based in Trip-
oli. She covered the Arab Spring in
Tunisia, Egypt, Bahrain, Libya,
and Syria. Al-Shalchi began her journalism career in
Ottawa working as a reporter and news reader for local
CBC Radio. She moved to Cairo in 2006 as a freelance
journalist and began working with the Associated Press
covering the Middle East from 2008 until 2012, during
which time she made frequent reporting trips to Bagh-
dad. Al-Shalchi graduated from the University of Otta-

wa with a degree in Chemical Engineering.

Zainab Al-Suwaij
UNITED STATES

Zainab Al-Suwaij is the Co-Found-
er of the American Islamic Con-
gress (AIC) and has been its Exec-
utive Director since its inception
in 2001. AIC has trained hundreds
of young Middle Eastern activists
in the methods of nonviolent protest and social me-
dia mobilization. Al-Suwaij’s vision for acceptance and
understanding is being realized through AIC’s growing

2013 U.S.-ISLAMIC WORLD FORUM
A Decabpe oF DIALOGUE

23



U.S. campus initiatives, including Project Nur, Inter-
faith Councils, and the groundbreaking Witness Se-
ries. She is an outspoken advocate for women’s equal-
ity, civil rights, and interfaith understanding. She has
briefed Congress and the White House and has been
invited to speak at numerous panel events, universi-
ties, and think tanks. Al-Suwaij has published editori-
als in 7he New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, and
USA Today. She has appeared on NPR, BBC, Al-Ja-
zeera, CBS, ABC, MSNBC, CNN, and Fox. Named
an “Ambassador of Peace” by the Interreligious and
International Peace Council, Al-Suwaij received the
Dialogue on Diversity’s Liberty Award and was recog-
nized as the “2006 International Person of the Year”
by the National Liberty Museum.

Ahmed bin Mohammed bin

Jabr Al-Thani
QATAR

Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Jabr
Al-Thani is the Foreign Minister’s
Assistant for International Co-
operation Affairs of the State of
Qatar and the Chairman of the
Standing Committee for Organizing Conferences.
In 1984, he held a position in the Urban Planning
Department at the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Agriculture and joined the Technical Office of the
Emir at the Emiri Diwan in 1986. Later, he was Sec-
retary of the Supreme Council for Planning under the
chairmanship of the Emir. He was a Senior Economic
Researcher in the Planning Sector and Director of the
Economic Development Planning Department at the
Supreme Council for Planning. In December 2011,
he was appointed the Minister’s Assistant for Interna-
tional Cooperation Affairs, and in this capacity, has
represented the State of Qatar at several regional and
international conferences and meetings. He received
his master’s degree in Development Planning from
London University.

Shahed Amanullah
UNITED STATES

Shahed Amanullah is the Senior
Advisor for Technology for the Of-
fice of the Special Representative
to Muslim Communities at the
U.S. Department of State, work-
ing on digital diplomacy projects
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and Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) initiatives
for the Special Representative. Amanullah’s contribu-
tions to foreign policy discourse include appearances
on news venues such as CNN and Al Jazeera English,
speaking engagements at the Council on Foreign Re-
lations and the Center for American Progress, and
essays and op-eds in academic journals and major
newspapers. Amanullah most recently served as chief
executive officer of Halalfire. He founded altmuslim.
com, a leading online newsmagazine focusing on
Muslim issues, and served as its editor-in-chief. He
also created zabihah.com, the world’s largest guide to
Halal restaurants and markets. Amanullah has been
named three times as one of the 500 most influential
Muslims in the world by Georgetown University and
the Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Centre in Jordan,
as well as one of the top ten most visionary young
Muslims by Islamica Magazine and the winner of the
SXSW Dewey Winburne Award for Community Ser-
vice. Amanullah has a B.S. from the University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley, and an M.B.A. from Georgetown

University.

Salahuddin Aminuzzaman
BANGLADESH

Salahuddin Aminuzzaman is a
Professor of Public Administra-
'ﬁ"l ; tion and former Chairperson of
. the Department of Development
m Studies at the University of Dha-
ka. He is also an academic advisor
at the National Defense College in Bangladesh and a
Senior Fulbright Scholar. He has been a visiting pro-
fessor to various reputed universities in Europe, the
United States, East Africa, and the Far East. His re-
search interests include governance, public policy, and
social research methods. Some of his recent publica-
tions on politics and governance include Public Policy
Making Processes and Implementation in Bangladesh,
Policies, Budget and PRSP, Essentials of Social Research,
and Understanding Governance and Public Policy in
Bangladesh. Aminuzzaman has worked as a consul-
tant to the World Bank, Asian Development Bank,
United Nations Development Program, Department
for International Development, and the United States
Agency for International Development.




Manny Ansar
MALI

Mohamed Aly (Manny) Ansar is a
Founder of the EFES Charity and
Essakane Productions, for which
he serves as Executive Director
of the world renowned Festival
in the Desert of Timbuktu. Ansar
now works extensively in cultural development and
humanitarian efforts in the Sahara. He has also man-

aged a Tuareg music group, Tinariwen; and oversaw
public relations for AMADER Electricity Company
of Mali. His tireless efforts to preserve the rich musi-
cal heritage of Mali and West Africa, and to promote
international peace and plurality through the power
of cultural engagement, have won him awards and
speaking invitations at universities and institutions
around the world. Most recently, he won the presti-
gious Freemuse Award for artistic freedom from the
United Nations in Geneva. Ansar holds a master’s de-

gree in International Public Law from the University

of Mali.

Ibrahim Arafat
QATAR

Ibrahim Arafat is a Professor of
Political Science at the Faculty
of Economics and Political Sci-
ence, Cairo University. He is also
a Professor in the Department of
International Affairs at Qatar Uni-
versity and a Lecturer at the Qatar Faculty of Islamic
Studies. He is the author of 7he Afghan Issue: Roots
and Implications, Islamic Movements in Central Asia,
and Globalization and Comparative Politics. Arafat
writes regularly for the Qatari newspaper Al-Waran as
well as for various Egyptian media outlets including
Al-Watan and Al-Abram.

Nazanin Ash
UNITED STATES

Nazanin Ash is Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State, Near Eastern
Affairs, where she over sees assis-
tance and partnership initiatives.
Prior to this role, she served as a
member of the Secretary of State’s
Policy Planning Staff, managing foreign assistance,

political and economic development, and aid effec-
tiveness issues with a focus on U.S. policy and strategy
responses to the Arab Spring. Previously, she served
as principal advisory and chief of staff to the first di-
rector of Foreign Assistance and administrator of the
U.S. Agency for International Development, develop-
ing and supervising the implementation of key strat-
egies and tools for achieving the goals of U.S. foreign
assistance reform. In 2003, Ash was appointed by the
President as one of 12 White House Fellows, serving
her term at the Department of State. Prior to joining
the State Department, she was a program ofhcer for
ActionAid-Kenya, one of the largest NGOs in Ken-
ya and a leading advocacy and local capacity-building
institution. Ash received her Master in Public Policy
from Harvard University’s John E Kennedy School of
Government, where she was awarded a Public Service
Fellowship, an Imagitas Fellowship, and a Sheldon
Fellowship. She received her B.A. in Political Science
from Bryn Mawr College.

Muhammad Nurayn Ashafa
NIGERIA

Muhammad Nurayn Ashafa is a
Muslim Cleric and Co-Executive
Director of Interfaith Mediation
Centre in Kaduna, Nigeria. Work-
ing alongside James Movel Wuye,
Ashafa assists Nigerian communi-
ties in order to end violent clashes between Christians
and Muslims. Their work extends beyond Nigeria to
Ghana, Burundi, and Kenya, and was developed into
a case study by the Tanenbaum’s Center of Interre-
ligious Understanding. Ashafa, Wuye, and the Inter-
faith Mediation Centre have been featured in numer-
ous documentaries on conflict resolution and recon-
ciliation. In April 2013, the center won First Prize for
a February event marking the 2013 World Interfaith
Harmony Week. Ashafa has won the 2013 Hessian
Peace Prize, the Fondation Chirac Prize for Conflict
Prevention, and the Millennium Peace Activist Award
of the Tanenbaum Center of Interreligious Under-
standing. He has received honorary doctorate degrees
from the University of Massachusetts, the University
of Glasgow, and the Open International University
for Alternative Medicines.
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Omar Ashour
UNITED KINGDOM

Omar Ashour is a Nonresident Fel-
low at the Brookings Doha Center
and a Senior Lecturer at the Insti-
tute of Arab and Islamic Studies at
the University of Exeter. He is the
author of 7he De-Radicalization
of Jihadists: Transforming Armed Islamist Movements,
the first book on transitions from armed to unarmed

activism by several Islamist organizations in Egypt,
Libya, Algeria, and elsewhere. Most recently at the
Brookings Institution Ashour published two policy
papers, “From Bad Cop to Good Cop: The Chal-
lenge of Security Sector Reform in Egypt” and “Lib-
yan Islamists Unpacked: The Rise, Transformation
and Future.” His other published works focus on
democratization, security and terrorism studies, Isla-
mist movements, and civil-military relations. Ashour
was a consultant for the United Nations and several
governments on security and democratization related
issues. He is a regular contributor to media outlets in-
cluding the BBC, Al Jazeera, Sky News, and CNN.
He received his Ph.D. from McGill University, and
his M.A. and B.Sc. from The American University in

Cairo.

Rabea Ataya
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Rabea Ataya is the Founder and
CEO of Bayt.com, the Mid-
dle East’s leading job site, which
serves over 11.25 million pro-
fessionals and 50,000 employers
from its 12 regional offices. Ataya
also co-founded Gonabit.com, the region’s first group
purchasing site; Mumzworld.com, the Middle East’s
first and largest shopping site targeting mothers and
children; and Doctoruna.com, an online medical di-
rectory and appointments booking service. Prior to
Bayt.com, Ataya founded and managed InfoFort, the
Middle East’s first and leading records management
company with operations throughout the Middle
East. Ataya received his M.S. in Engineering Econom-
ic Systems and a B.S. in Electrical Engineering, both
from Stanford University.
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Jasser Auda
QATAR

Jasser Auda is an Associate Profes-
sor of Public Policy in Islam with
the Faculty of Islamic Studies at
the Qatar Foundation. He has
written a number of books, in-
cluding Magasid Al-Sharia as Phi-
losophy of Islamic Law: A Systems Approach and Aver-
roess Premier of the Jurist: Synopsis and Commentary.
He recently translated Archbishop Rowan William’s
Islam, Christianity, and Pluralism into Arabic. He is a
founding member of the International Union of Mus-
lim Scholars and was the founding director of Al-Ma-
qgasid Research Center in London. Auda has a Ph.D.
in Systems Analysis from the University of Waterloo
and a Ph.D. in Theology and Religious Studies from
the University of Wales.

Nihad Awad
UNITED STATES

Nihad Awad is the National Exec-
utive Director and Co-Founder of
! the Council on American-Islam-
ic Relations (CAIR), the largest
‘_,y"'f. non-profit Muslim civil rights and
advocacy organization in the Unit-
ed States. His work includes interfacing with the U.S.
government, facilitating interfaith dialogue, speaking
at conferences, training and leadership seminars, and
appearing in national and international media to dis-
cuss Islam and American Muslims. Awad has testified
before both houses of the U.S. Congress on matters
involving Muslims in America. In 1997 he served on
the Civil Rights Advisory Panel of the White House
Commission on Aviation Safety and Security. Awad
has also been frequently interviewed on national and
international media such as CNN, Fox, MSNBC,
PBS, C-SPAN, Al-Jazeera, The New York Times, The
Washington Post, USA Today, National Public Radio,
and BBC World Service. Awad has been active in
organizing American Muslim voters for presidential
elections. In 2009, Georgetown University’s Prince
Al-Waleed bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian
Understanding named Awad as one of the 500 most
influential Muslims in the world. In 2010, Arabian
Business ranked him as 39th in its “Power 100” list.




Randa Ayoubi
JORDAN

Randa Ayoubi is the Founder
and CEO of Rubicon, an inter-
national company headquartered
in Amman, Jordan. Ayoubi serves
on the board of trustees of the
King’s Academy and the Queen

Rania Foundation for Education and Development.

She previously served on the board of trustees of the
Royal Commission for Education Reform in Jordan
and the Children’s Museum in Amman. She is also a
founding member of the International Women Forum
(IWEF), Jordan Chapter; and Information Technology
Association of Jordan, intaj; as well as the Chairperson
of the Red Sea Institute for Cinematic Art. Ayoubi is
a member of the Young Presidents’ Organization and
has received numerous awards such as the Entrepreneur
of the Year Award by YEA, the regional Entrepreneur
Award by Arabian Business in 2004, the Businesswom-
an of the Year Award at the CEO Middle East Awards
in 2010, and most recently the Ernst & Young Entre-
preneur of The Year Award in 2011. She received a B.S.
in Computer Science and an M.B.A. from the Harvard
Business School Executive Education Program.

Durriya Badani
UNITED STATES

Durriya Badani is Deputy Direc-
tor of the Project on U.S. Relations
with the Islamic World at the Sa-
ban Center at Brookings. She was
recently appointed in an honorary
capacity as Director for Govern-
mental Relations for Dawat-e-Hadiyah (America). As
a Presidential Management Fellow for the U.S. De-
partment of State, Badani also served as policy advisor
for the Near East and South Asia for the President’s
Interagency Council on Women, as a speechwriter to
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, and as an
Economic Officer at the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad.
Badani served in the U.S. Peace Corps in Yemen and,
in 2008, was appointed by Governor Martin O’Mal-
ley to the Commission for Middle Eastern American
Affairs for Maryland. Badani is the co-author of the
Brookings publication “The Role of Religious Lead-
ers and Religious Communities in Diplomacy” and
the author of “Forty Years of Female Rule in Yemen:
The Reign of-al-Sayyida bint Ahmed al-Sulayhi.” She

F o

completed her M.A. in Arabic and Islamic Studies
from the University of Texas at Austin.

Hossam Bahgat
EGYPT

Hossam Bahgat is the Founder and
Director of the Egyptian Initiative
for Personal Rights (EIPR), an
independent, Cairo-based organi-
zation defending human rights in
Egypt. Since 2002, the EIPR has
used research, advocacy, and litigation to promote and
defend the rights to privacy, religious freedom, health,
and bodily integrity. Following the 2011 revolution
that ended the rule of President Hosni Mubarak, the
EIPR has expanded its scope of work to include tran-
sitional justice, the protection of civil liberties and
political rights, the promotion of economic and social
justice, and reform of the criminal justice system. With
training in political science and international human
rights law, Bahgat is also a board member of the In-
ternational Network for Economic, Social, and Cul-
tural Rights (ESCR-Net), and a member of the board
of directors of the Fund for Global Human Rights. In
2010, Bahgat received Human Rights Watch’s Allison
Des Forges Award for Extraordinary Activism.

Lina Beydoun
QATAR

Lina Beydoun is a Brookings Doha
Center—Qatar  University Joint
Fellow. Since 2008, she has been
an Assistant Professor in the So-
ciology Department at Adelphi
University. Previously, she taught
at George Mason University, where she managed
the Global Humanitarian Action and Internation-
al Development programs in the Center for Global
Education. She has also worked as a lecturer in the
Department of Interdisciplinary Studies at Wayne
State University. Her work and publications focus on
human rights, migration, and citizenship in the Arab
region and sub-Saharan Africa. Beydoun has complet-
ed extensive research on Lebanese migration to Sierra
Leone and is currently examining the effects of the
Arab Spring on minority rights in Egypt and Kuwait.
Beydoun received her Ph.D. in sociology from Wayne
State University and her B.A. in social and behavioral
sciences from the American University of Beirut.
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Merete Bilde
BELGIUM

Merete Bilde is a Policy Advisor at
the European External Action Ser-
vice. Prior to her current position,
she worked in the Policy Unit of
the European Union’s High Rep-
resentative for Common Foreign
and Security Policy Javier Solana on issues related to
political aspects of Islam and cross-cultural relations.
She has been involved in a number of initiatives at
the cross-section of religion and politics, including is-
sues related to freedom of expression, freedom of reli-
gion or belief, as well as the defamation debate. In the
aftermath of the Arab Spring, her work has focused
heavily on the new political actors and the new re-
gional dynamics at play between the Middle East, the
United States, and Europe. Prior to her current ap-
pointment, Bilde served as a Danish diplomat.

Eman Bin Younis
LIBYA

S Eman Bin Younis is a Legal Advi-
~ sor for the Arabic Legislation En-

cyclopedia, a Lecturer on Public
International Law at Africa Uni-
versity, and a Lecturer on Health
Legislation at Benghazi University.
She is currently a Ph.D. candidate at Benghazi Uni-
versity, Libya, focusing on the right to health under
public international law. Bin Younis has authored
three books on the topic of public international law.
She holds a Master’s in Public International Law and
received her bachelor’s in Law from Ain Shams Uni-
versity in Cairo, a High Diploma in Political Science
from the Arabic Studies and Researches Institute in
Cairo, and a High Diploma in Public International
Law from Benghazi University.

lan Black
UNITED KINGDOM

Ian Black is the Middle East Ed-
itor of 7he Guardian. In more
than 30 years at 7he Guardian, he
has served as its European editor,
diplomatic editor, and Middle
East correspondent. He has also
written for 7he Economist, The Observer, and other
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publications, and appears regularly as a commentator
on the BBC, Al Jazeera, and Al Arabiya. Black stud-
ied History and Politics at Cambridge University and
the London School of Economics, and Arabic at the
School for Oriental and African Studies at the Univer-
sity of London.

Amel Boubekeur
FRANCE

Amel Boubekeur is a Visiting
Fellow at the Brookings Doha
Center, a Research Fellow at the
University of Leiden, an Associ-
ate Research Fellow at the Centre
Jacques Berque in Rabat, and a
Research Fellow at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en
Sciences Sociales—Ecole Normale Supérieure in Par-
is. Her research focuses on Maghreb country politics,
democratization in the Arab world, Euro-Arab/U.S.-
Arab relations, and Islam in Europe. She has been a
resident scholar at the Carnegie Middle East Center
in Beirut and head of the Islam and Europe Program
at the Centre for European Policy Studies in Brussels.
Boubekeur is the author of European Islam: The Chal-
lenges for Society and Public Policy, as well as co-editor
with Oliver Roy of the newly released Whatever Hap-
pened to the Islamists? Salafis, Heavy Metal Muslims,
and the Lure of Consumerist Islam. Boubekeur has been
a visiting scholar at the University of Chicago and is
a regular consultant for various United Nations agen-
cies and the European Commission. She received an
M.A. and B.A. from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en
Sciences Sociales and Ecole Normale Supérieure and
is currently completing her Ph.D.

Marshall Breger
UNITED STATES

Marshall Breger is a Professor at
the Columbus School of Law at
Catholic University of America.
He teaches a seminar on the “Le-
gal Issues of the Middle East Peace
Process” and has written extensive-
ly on legal, political, and theological issues related to
Jerusalem and holy places in Israel and Palestine. He
has worked in interfaith activity both with the Catholic
Church and with the Muslim community in the Unit-
ed States and various Middle Eastern countries. He pre-
viously served in senior positions in the Ronald Reagan




and George H.W. Bush administrations. Among his
assignments, he served as special assistant to President
Reagan and as his liaison with the Jewish community.

Stacy Burdett
UNITED STATES

Stacy Burdett is the Director of
Government and National Affairs
at the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL), where she heads the pol-
icy and advocacy efforts in Wash-
ington and represents ADL to the
Federal government, foreign embassies and the policy
community on a range of domestic and international
civil and human rights issues. During her two decades
of service at ADL, Burdett has led broad coalition ef-
forts against anti-Semitism, discrimination, and hate
crime in the U.S. She currently co-chairs the Human
Rights Task Force of the Leadership Conference on
Civil and Human Rights, a diverse coalition of over
200 American civil and human rights organizations.
Burdett has also led ADL efforts to work with In-
ter-Governmental Organizations like the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)
to safeguard the rights of Jewish and other targeted
communities to live in security, dignity, and free of
harassment. She has testified before the U.S. Con-
gress and has addressed numerous inter-governmental
conferences. She earned a degree in Middle Eastern
Studies from Columbia University and the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem.

Daniel Byman
UNITED STATES

Daniel Byman is a Senior Fellow
and Research Director of the Saban
Center for Middle East Policy at
the Brookings Institution, as well
as a Professor in the Security Stud-
ies Program at Georgetown Uni-
versity’s School of Foreign Service. Byman has served
as a Professional Staff Member with both the National
Commission on Terrorist Attacks on the United States
(“The 9-11 Commission”) and the Joint 9/11 Inquiry
Staff of the House and Senate Intelligence Commit-
tees. He has also worked as the research director of the
Center for Middle East Public Policy at the RAND
Corporation and as an analyst of the Middle East for
the U.S. intelligence community. Byman has written

widely on a range of topics related to terrorism, in-
ternational security, and the Middle East. His recent
books include 7he Five Front War: A Better Way to Fight
Global Jibad; Things Fall Apart: Containing the Spillover
Sfrom an Iraqi Civil War; and Deadly Connections: States
that Sponsor Terrorism. His latest book is A High Price:
The Triumphs and Failures of Israeli Counterterrorism.
He received his Ph.D. in Political Science from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and his B.A. in
Religion from Amherst College.

Andrew Cedar
UNITED STATES

Andrew Cedar is the Senior Di-
rector for Global Engagement on
the National Security Staff at the
White House, where he is respon-
sible for coordinating U.S. policy
and programs related to public
diplomacy, international broadcasting, civil society
engagement, entrepreneurship, and the intersection
of technology and foreign policy. Previously, as senior
advisor to the Under Secretary of State for Public Di-
plomacy, Cedar developed U.S. strategy for communi-
cating with and engaging foreign publics globally. He
also helped lead the development of policy on global
youth issues, the rise of social media, and U.S. public
engagement in the wake of the Arab Spring. Prior to
joining the Obama administration, he was a consul-
tant at McKinsey & Company, advising clients in the
private and public sectors in the United States, Mid-
dle East, and Latin America. Cedar was also named a
Young Global Shaper by the World Economic Forum.
He has an M.Phil from the University of Cambridge,
United Kingdom, and a B.A. from Yale University.

Gail Chalef
UNITED STATES

Gail Chalef is the Director of
Communications for Foreign Pol-
icy Studies at Brookings and for
the U.S.-Islamic World Forum.
Chalef joined Brookings in 2007,
after a 17 year career with CNN
and CNN International. During her years at CNN,
Chalef was centrally involved in CNN’s coverage of
the major news events of the past two decades: the first
Gulf War, the Bosnian War, the election of Nelson
Mandela, the first Russian presidential election, the
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9/11 attacks, and the death of Pope John Paul, to name
a few. Chalef received an Emmy Award for CNN’s
9/11 coverage, a Peabody Award for CNN’s Hurricane
Katrina coverage, and an Emmy nomination for Chris-
tiane Amanpour’s interview with Palestinian President
Yasir Arafat. In 1987 and 1993 respectively, Chalef re-
ceived fellowships from the National Endowment for
the Arts and the RIAS Berlin Commission.

John Bryson Chane
UNITED STATES

John Bryson Chane is the eighth
Bishop of Washington, D.C., and
is a Senior Advisor on Interfaith
Relations to the Washington Na-
tional Cathedral. Prior to his ap-
pointment, Chane served as the
president and CEO of the Protestant Episcopal Cathe-
dral Foundation. He initiated a partnership between
the Anglican Province of Southern Africa and the
Diocese of Washington, which has engaged in HIV/
AIDS prevention in the country of South Africa, hu-
man rights advocacy in the Kingdom of Swaziland,
and malaria control and prevention in Mozambique,
among other projects. In 2011, he was instrumental
in freeing the American hikers held prisoner by Irani-
an authorities for a disputed border crossing from Af-
ghanistan into Iraq. Chane has participated in numer-
ous conferences hosted by the Oslo Center for Peace
and Human Rights, Council of Foreign Relations, the
U.S. State Department, and the Chautauqua Institu-
tion. He has appeared on ABC, CNN, CBS, and BBC
Radio and won the Rumi Forum’s Global Peacemak-
ers Award. Chane graduated from Boston University
and the Berkeley Center at Yale Divinity School, and
received honorary doctorate degrees from the Virgin-
ia Theological Seminary, Berkeley Divinity School at
Yale, and the Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge.

Ridha Chkoundali
TUNISIA

Ridha Chkoundali is an Econom-
ic Advisor to the Minister of De-
velopment and International Co-
operation, Ennahdha party, where
he focuses on institutionalizing
the social economy in order to
build a new economic model for Tunisia. Previously,
Chkoundali was a professor and director of studies at
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the Higher Institute of Management of Tunis. Since
2011, he has created a research unit focusing on the
business environment relating to teachers and doctor-
al researchers. Prior to that, Chkoundali participated
in major economic reforms as a researcher at the Tu-
nisian Institute of Competitiveness and Quantitative
Studies. Chkoundali received his Ph.D. from the Fac-
ulty of Economic Science and Management of Tunis.

Isobel Coleman
UNITED STATES

Isobel Coleman is a Senior Fellow
and Director of the Civil Society,
Markets, and Democracy Initia-
tive at the Council on Foreign
Relations (CFR). Her areas of ex-
pertise include democratization,
civil society, and economic development. She is the
editor of the CFR book, Realizing Democracy: Lessons
from Transitioning Countries, and the author of Para-
dise Beneath Her Feet: How Women are Transforming the
Middle East, which explores how activists are working
within the tenets of Islam to create economic, political,
and educational opportunities for women. Coleman’s
blog, Democracy in Development, discusses political re-
form and economic growth in the developing world.
She is completing a new book on education reform
and youth employment in the Middle East and North
Africa. A Marshall scholar, Coleman holds a master’s
and doctorate degrees in International Relations from
Oxford University, and a bachelor’s in Public Policy
and East Asian Studies from Princeton University.

Emmanuel Comolet
FRANCE

Emmanuel Comolet is the Advisor
to the Chief Economist and the
Director of Strategy in the Middle
East North Africa department of
the French Development Agency,
where he also serves as an Econo-
mist. He also teaches international affairs and econom-
ics at various universities. He previously worked for the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment as well as the French Treasury in both China
and the United States. Comolet is a graduate of the
London School of Economics, Sciences Po Paris, and
Ecole Nationale de la Statistique et de ’Administration
Economique (ENSAE).




Sylvain Cypel

FRANCE

Sylvain Cypel is Senior Editor at
Le Monde. He joined the paper
in 1998 as deputy head of the

international section, following

five-year tenure as editor-in-chief
of Courrier International and his
position as deputy editor- in-chief at the journal Les
Echos. Cypel has worked for the daily Le Matin de Par-
is and as a freelance journalist for France 2, Liberation,
and other media outlets, often covering the Middle
East. He is the author of the book Walled, which was
originally published in French; the Spanish transla-
tion of the book received the 23rd Francisco Cerece-
do Journalism Prize from the Association of European
Journalists. Cypel has degrees in Sociology, Contem-
porary History, and International Relations.

Georges Dagher
HAITI

Georges Dagher is a Special Con-
sultant to the Haitian Minister of
Foreign Affairs, focusing on Arab
and Islamic countries. He is also
the founder of the Haitian Arab
Center for Development, Educa-
tion and Culture Centre (CHADEC). Dagher is also
an entrepreneur and owns a real estate company. He
holds a bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering,
an associate’s degree in Business Management, and a
diploma in real estate.

Paul Danahar
UNITED KINGDOM

Paul Danahar is the BBC’s North
America Bureau Chief, based in
Washington, D.C. Prior to this
year, he was the BBC’s Middle
East Bureau Chief and managed
the organization’s news coverage
of the Arab Spring. He was awarded a Member of the
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (MBE)
in 2003 for his work as the Baghdad Bureau Chief
during the American-led invasion. He was the BBC’s
East Asia Bureau Chief for three years, and prior to
that he was the BBC’s South Asia Bureau Chief, cov-
ering the rise, fall, and eventual return of the Taliban.

He is one of a small number of journalists to have
worked in all three countries that make up the so-
called “Axis of Evil”: Iraq, Iran, and North Korea. His
forthcoming book, “The New Middle East,” will be
published by Bloomsbury in August 2013.

Liora Danan
UNITED STATES

Liora Danan is a Policy Officer in
the Office of Policy and Programs
of the U.S. Department of State’s
Bureau of Conflict and Stabili-
zation Operations (CSO). She is

also a Fellow with the Center for

Strategic and International Studies. Danan previously
served as director of Special Projects for the Universi-
ty of California Institute on Global Conflict and Co-
operation in the Track Two Program for the Middle
East. In addition, she was a former fellow with the
United States Commission on International Religious
Freedom. Danan has conducted field research in the
Middle East, Central Asia, Africa, and South Asia. She
graduated with an M.A. from Yale University and a
B.A. from Rice University.

Michael Doran
UNITED STATES

Michael Doran is the Roger Her-
tog senior fellow at the Saban
Center for Middle East Policy at
the Brookings Institution, where
he specializes in Middle East se-
curity issues. Previously, he served
as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense from 2007
to 2008 and Senior Director at the National Security
Council from 2005 to 2007. He has taught at New
York University, Princeton University, and the Uni-
versity of Central Florida. Doran holds a Ph.D. and
an M.A. from Princeton University and a B.A. from
Stanford University.

Khaled Elgindy
UNITED STATES

Khaled Elgindy is a Fellow with
the Saban Center for Middle East
Policy at Brookings. He is a found-
ing board member of the Egyptian
American Rule of Law Association.
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He previously served as an advisor to the Palestinian
leadership in Ramallah on permanent status negotia-
tions with Israel from 2004 to 2009, and was a key par-
ticipant in the Annapolis negotiations held throughout
2008. Prior to that, Elgindy spent nine years in various
political and policy-related positions in Washington,
D.C,, both inside and outside the federal government,
including as a professional staff member on the House
International Relations Committee in 2002 and as a
policy analyst for the U.S Commission on Internation-
al Religious Freedom from 2000 to 2002. He served as
the political action coordinator for the Arab American
Institute from 1998 to 2000 and as Middle East pro-
gram officer for the National Democratic Institute for
International Affairs from 1995 to 1997. He served as
the Political Action Coordinator for the Arab American
Institute from 1998 to 2000 and as Middle East Pro-
gram Officer for the National Democratic Institute for
International Affairs from 1995 to 1997. Elgindy holds
an M.A. in Arab Studies from Georgetown University
and a B.A. in Political Science from Indiana University.

Aicha El Hajjami
MOROCCO

Aicha El Hajjami is a Founding
Member and Head of the Center
for Studies and Research on Wom-
en and the Family in the Faculty of
Law, Cadi Ayyad University, Mar-
rakesh. She is also an independent
researcher and a legal consultant for several Moroc-
can and international organizations. Previously, El
Hajjami was an instructor of public law in Fez and
Marrakesh. She is a member of the Research Group
on Feminism Studies, housed in the School of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences, Cadi Ayyad University.
El Hajjami is also affiliated with the Forum for Legal
Research in Marrakesh. She is the author of several
publications on the subjects of women’s rights, family
law, political participation, and the judicial-political
status of women in Islam.

Magda El-Sanousi
LEBANON

Magda El-Sanousi is the Oxfam
Country Director in Lebanon.
El-Sanousi, who is a gender and
development expert, manages the
Arab Region Gender Equality
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program that covers Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, Iraq, the
Palestinian Territories, and Yemen. She has devoted the
last 20 years to developing programs and mobilizing
resources to empower women. She has lobbied key in-
stitutions and governments about the importance of in-
clusive development that incorporates women’s strategic
and practical needs. She worked on promoting gender
sensitive budgets and policies in Yemen, on advocating
policy change in Iraq to give widows access to pensions,
and on empowering women in remote villages in Egypt
to vote and even stand as candidates in parliamentary
elections. Currently, El-Sanousi is lobbying to include
men in gender programming. She believes that unless
male attitudes towards women change there will be few
opportunities for inclusive social change. In 2012, she
was awarded the Takreem “Arab Woman of the Year”
Award. El-Sanousi received a master’s degree in Gender
and Development and another in Rural Development,
both from Sussex University.

Saeb Erekat
PALESTINE

Saeb Erekat is the Chief Negoti-
ator of the Palestine Liberation
Organization. Previously, he was
the deputy head of the Palestinian
delegation to the Madrid Con-
ference in 1991 and the 1992-93
follow-up talks in Washington. In 1994, Erekat was
appointed the chairman of the Palestinian negotiation
delegation and, in 1995, began serving as Chief Ne-
gotiator for the Palestinians, including at the Camp
David meetings in 2000 and the negotiations at Taba
in 2001. Erekat was a professor of Political Science at
An-Najah National University in the West Bank town
of Nablus and has served as secretary general of the
Arab Studies Society. He also worked for twelve years
on the editorial board of A/-Quds newspaper. Erekat
received a B.A. and M.A. in Political Science at San
Francisco State University and completed his Ph.D.
in Peace and Conflict Studies at Bradford University.

Haleh Esfandiari
UNITED STATES

Haleh Esfandiari is the Director
of the Middle East Program at the
Woodrow Wilson Internation-
al Center for Scholars in Wash-
ington, D.C. She is an expert on



Middle Eastern affairs with a special focus on Iran and
the Gulf states, transition to democracy, and women’s
empowerment in the Middle East and North Afri-
ca region. Her writing has appeared in a number of
scholarly journals, newspapers, magazines, and blogs.
Her latest book is My Prison, My Home: One Wom-
an’s Story of Captivity in Iran, based on Esfandiari’s ar-
rest by the Iranian security authorities in 2007, after
which she spent 105 days in solitary confinement in
Tehran’s Evin Prison. She is a member of the Council
on Foreign Relations, and serves on the board of the
Peace Research Endowment and on the board of ad-
visors for the Project on Middle East Democracy. She
is also a member of the MENA Advisory Panel to the
World Bank. Esfandiari earned her Ph.D. from the
University of Vienna and holds an honorary degree
from Georgetown University Law Center.

John L. Esposito
UNITED STATES

John Esposito is a Professor of Re-
ligion, International Affairs, and
Islamic Studies and is the founding
Director of the Prince Alwaleed bin
Talal Center for Muslim-Chris-
tian Understanding at the Walsh
School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University.
Esposito specializes in Islam, political Islam from
North Africa to Southeast Asia, and religion and in-
ternational affairs. His more than 45 books include /s-
lamophobia and the Challenge of Pluralism in the 21*
Century, Who Speaks for Islam? What a Billion Muslims
Really Think (with Dalia Mogahed), and Unrholy War:
Terror in the Name of Islam. A former president of the
Middle East Studies Association of North America
and of the American Council for the Study of Islamic
Societies, and a member of the World Economic Fo-
rum’s Council of 100 Leaders, he is currently Presi-
dent of the American Academy of Religion, a member
of the E.C. European Network of Experts on De-Rad-
icalisation, and an ambassador for the United Nations
Alliance of Civilizations. Esposito is a recipient of the
American Academy of Religion’s Martin E. Marty
Award for the Public Understanding of Religion and
of Pakistan’s Quaid-i-Azzam Award for Outstanding
Contributions in Islamic Studies.

Mohammad Fadel
CANADA

Mohammad Fadel is an Associate
Professor and the Canada Research
Chair for the Law and Economics
of Islamic Law at the University
of Toronto Faculty of Law. Prior
to joining the faculty of law, he
practiced law with Sullivan & Cromwell LLP in New
York, and clerked for a federal district court judge and

a federal appeals judge. He teaches Business Organiza-
tions, the Law of International Business and Finance
Transactions, Trusts, and Religion and Liberalism: the
Case of Islam. Fadel has published numerous articles
on Islamic legal history and Islam and liberalism. He
obtained his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago
and his J.D. from the University of Virginia.

Gregory Gause Il
UNITED STATES

Gregory Gause III is a Nonresi-
dent Senior Fellow at the Brook-
ings Doha Center and a Professor
and Chair of the Political Science
Department at the University of
Vermont. His research focuses on
the international politics of the Middle East, with a
particular interest in the Arabian Peninsula and the
Persian Gulf. He has published three books, the most
recent of which is 7he International Relations of the
Persian Gulf. His articles have appeared in Foreign Af-
[Jairs, Foreign Policy, Middle East Journal, Security Stud-
ies, and in other journals and edited volumes. He was
previously on the faculty of Columbia University and
a fellow for Arab and Islamic Studies at the Council
on Foreign Relations in New York. He was the Kuwait
Foundation Visiting Professor of International Rela-
tions at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard
University; and a Fulbright Scholar at the American
University of Kuwait. He received his Ph.D. in Po-
litical Science from Harvard University and his B.A.
from St. Joseph’s University.
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Hafez Ghanem
UNITED STATES

Hafez Ghanem is a Senior Fellow
in the Global Economy and De-
velopment program at the Brook-
ings Institution. He leads the Arab
Economies project, with a focus
on the impact of political transi-
tion on Arab economic development. He has worked
in over 21 countries in Africa, Europe, the Middle
East and North Africa, and Central and South East
Asia. Prior to joining Brookings, Ghanem worked at
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the
United Nations as the assistant director general re-
sponsible for the Economic and Social Development
Department. Before joining FAO, he spent 24 years
on the staff of the World Bank, where he started as a
research economist, and then served as a senior econ-
omist in West Africa and later South Asia. In 1995,
he moved to Europe and Central Asia where he was
sector leader for Public Economics and Trade Policy.
In 2000, he returned to Africa as country director for
Madagascar, Comoros, and Mauritius and Seychelles.
In 2004, he became country director for Nigeria,
where he led a multinational team of more than 100

professionals, managing the Bank’s loan portfolio of
approximately USD 1.5 billion. He holds a Ph.D. in

Economics from the University of California, Davis.

Pierre Ghanem
UNITED STATES

Pierre Ghanem is a Senior Cor-
respondent for Al Arabiya News
Channel based in Washington,
D.C. Prior to joining Al Arabiya
he served as executive producer
at Al Hurra TV between 2003
and 2007. From 1993 through 2002, Ghanem held
multiple positions at the Middle East Broadcasting
Center, first as executive producer and later served as
bureau chief for one year. Ghanem began his career
as a news anchor in 1982 at Tele Liban, a Lebanese
news station, where he worked for nine years before
leading a successful career in international media.
Ghanem has written on a variety of issues and has two
forthcoming books in 2013 and 2014. He received his
degree in Law from Lebanese University.
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Ufuk Gokcen
TURKEY

Ufuk Gokcen is the Ambassador
and Permanent Observer of the
Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) to the United Nations
since April 2010. He served as
political adviser to the OIC Sec-
retary General from 2005 to 2010. Prior to that, he
was based at the Turkish embassies in Riyadh, Mus-
cat, and Damascus, as well as at the Middle East de-
partment of the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
At the OIC, he played an active role in initiatives to

promote engagement with international partners in
the fields of peace building, socio-economic develop-
ment, human rights, good governance, and interfaith
dialogue. Through Gokcen’s op-ed writing and en-
gagement with the civil society, he aims to disseminate
an accurate picture of the OIC’s moderate vision and
constructive activities.

Nashwa Hafez
EGYPT

Nashwa Hafez is Co-Founder of
Nebny, an Egyptian development
organization committed to im-
proving Egyptian health, educa-
tion, financial, and employment
sectors through a youth-led, lo-
cally driven approach. Nebny developed during the
Egyptian revolution, in an effort to address the issues
of the underprivileged areas of the country. Prior to
the Egyptian revolution, Hafez worked at the Rotary
Club’s Katameya, Cairo, division treating polio. This
ultimately motivated her to manage and coordinate
groups of doctors, nurses, hospitals, and sponsors
during the revolution in order to treat over 2,260 in-
jured. As a result, Hafez was interviewed by Hala Go-
rani of CNN for her management and coordination
efforts, and she has received numerous awards recog-
nizing her contributions during the Egyptian revolu-
tion. Hafez graduated from The American University
in Cairo.




Shadi Hamid
QATAR

Shadi Hamid is Director of Re-
search at the Brookings Doha
Center and a Fellow at the Saban
Center for Middle East Policy at
the Brookings Institution. His re-

search focuses on Islamist political
parties and democratic reform in the Arab world. Pri-
or to joining Brookings, he was director of research
at the Project on Middle East Democracy (POMED)
and a Hewlett Fellow at Stanford University’s Center
on Democracy, Development, and the Rule of Law.
He has also served as a program specialist on public
diplomacy at the U.S. State Department and a Legisla-
tive Fellow at the Office of U.S. Senator Dianne Fein-
stein (D-CA). His articles have appeared in 7he New
York Times, The Washington Post, The Atlantic, Foreign
Policy, The New Republic, Slate, Forbes, The National
Interest, Policy Review, Democracy: A Journal of Ideas,
and many other publications. Hamid received his
B.S. and M.A. from Georgetown University’s School
of Foreign Service and his Ph.D. in Political Science
from Oxford University. He is currently Vice-Chair
of POMED, a member of the World Bank’s MENA
Advisory Panel, and a correspondent for 7he Atlantic.

Leila Hanafi
MOROCCO

Leila Hanafi is the Founder and
Chief Counsel of the Alliance
for Rule of Law Promotion &
Alternative Dispute Resolution
(ARPA), and the Co-Founder and
Chair of the American Moroccan
Legal Network. She was recently selected by the Mo-
roccan government to join the National Inter-Gov-
ernmental Commission for the Implementation of
the Constitution. A Moroccan-American internation-
al lawyer, Hanafi is a board member of Generation
Development and the Centre International de Médi-
ation et d’Arbitrage; she is also the legal editor and
on the editorial board of Morocco World News. Hanafi
was selected to serve in leadership positions at a young
age, ranging from staff attorney and programs man-
ager of the American Bar’s World Justice Project to
becoming one of the World Bank’s youngest profes-
sionals and winner of the World Bank Middle East
and North Africa Innovation Fund. Her experience

consists of work in international law, rule of law, and
alternative dispute resolution. Hanafi is a graduate of
American University, Georgetown University, and The
George Washington University Law School. She is
currently conducting doctoral researcher in law at the
United Nations University.

Husain Haqqani
PAKISTAN

Husain Haqqani is the Director
for South and Central Asia at the
Hudson Institute and a Professor
of the Practice of International
Relations at Boston University.
Haqqani served as Pakistan’s am-
bassador to the United States from 2008-2011 and is
widely credited with managing a difficult partnership
during a critical phase in the global war on terrorism.
He has been a journalist, an academic, and a diplomat,
serving as an advisor to four Pakistani prime minis-
ters, including the late Benazir Bhutto. His book, Pz-
kistan Between Mosque and Military, was acclaimed for
explaining the roots of Pakistan’s foreign and domestic
policies and sold more copies than any other academic
book focused on Pakistan in the last decade. Hagqa-
ni’s next book, “Magnificent Delusions: Pakistan, the
United States, and Global Jihad,” is scheduled to be
released in the fall of 2013.

Mazen Hasna
QATAR

Mazen Hasna is the Dean of Qa-
tar University’s College of Engi-
neering. Hasna served in a series
of positions and committees while
at Qatar University, including
appointment as Associate Dean
for Academic Affairs at the College of Engineering.
He has published regularly in international journals
and participated in a series of conferences. His cur-
rent major research projects focus on wireless com-
munications and engineering accreditation. In 2002
Hasna received the Mathew-Huber Award for Excel-
lence in Transportation Research and Education from
the Center for Transportation Studies, University of
Minnesota. He is a senior member of the Institute
of Electrical and Electronics Engineers and its com-
munication and education societies, and a founding
member of the Qatar Society of Engineers. Hasna
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received his Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota,
his M.S. from the University of Southern California,
and his B.Sc. from Qatar University, all in the field of

Engineering,.

Adnan M. Hayajneh
QATAR

Adnan M. Hayajneh is a Professor
of Political Science in the Depart-
ment of International Affairs at
Qatar University. Hayajneh is the
author of over 40 publications, the
most recent of which focus on the
Arab Spring and U.S.-Middle East relations. His cur-
rent research considers the new regional forces in the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). Previously, he was
a professor of Political Science at the Hashemite Uni-
versity, Jordan; and he was associated with a series of
institutions, including the United Nations University,
Jordan Institute of Diplomacy, University of Jordan,
Al-Bayt University, and the University of Arizona.
Hayajneh’s primary research interests are interna-
tional relations, political and economic development,
strategic and security studies, conflict resolution, and
American foreign policy, with a special focus on the
Middle East and GCC region. He received his Ph.D.

in Political Science from the University of Arizona.

H.A. Hellyer
EGYPT

H.A. Hellyer is a Nonresident Fel-
low with the Project on U.S. Re-
lations with the Islamic World at
Brookings. He was formerly the
first Middle Eastern-based senior
practice consultant at Gallup and
a senior research fellow at the University of Warwick.
Hellyer served as deputy convener of the UK Govern-
ment’s Taskforce on Tackling Radicalization and Ex-
tremism in the aftermath of the London bombings in
2005. Hellyer also served as the UK Foreign Office’s
first Economic and Social Research Council’s Place-
ment fellow, where he gave expert opinion on Muslim
communities and counter-terrorism issues. Hellyer
has held senior posts in academia, including visiting
professorships at The American University in Cairo
and at the Universiti Teknologi in Malaysia. A UN
Alliance of Civilizations Global expert, he is a mem-
ber of the International Institute of Strategic Studies
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and has written several books and journal articles in
the international presses on Europe and the MENA
region. He earned his Ph.D. from the University of
Warwick in Ethnic Relations and Political Philosophy,
and his M.A. in International Political Economy and

B.A. in Law from the University of Shefheld.

Dennis R. Hoover
UNITED STATES

Dennis Hoover is Vice President
for Research and Publications at
the Institute for Global Engage-
ment (IGE) and Editor of its
quarterly journal, 7he Review of
Faith & International Affairs. He
is co-editor, with Chris Seiple and Pauletta Otis, of
The Routledge Handbook of Religion and Security; and
co-editor, with Douglas Johnston, of Religion and For-
eign Affairs: Essential Readings. Hoover came to IGE in
January 2003 from the Leonard E. Greenberg Center
for the Study of Religion in Public Life at Trinity Col-
lege in Hartford, Conn., where he was a resident fel-
low and associate editor of the center’s journalism re-
view magazine, Religion in the News. Hoover received

his Ph.D. in Politics from the University of Oxford.

Randa Fahmy Hudome
UNITED STATES

Randa Fahmy Hudome is the Pres-
ident of Fahmy Hudome Interna-
tional, a strategic consulting firm,
which provides critical advice and
counsel to international and do-
mestic clientele with an interest in
international business transactions and energy policy.
An internationally recognized expert in energy policy
and global market access, Hudome has more than 25
years of legal and public policy experience, including
service in the executive and legislative branches of the
U.S. government. Previously, she was appointed as the
U.S. Associate Deputy Secretary of Energy, served as
counselor to a U.S. Senator, and practiced as an at-
torney with the law firm of Willkie, Farr, and Galla-
gher. Hudome’s opinions have been published in 7he
Wall Street Journal, and she appears frequently as an
expert analyst on energy and national security issues
on NBC’s Zoday Show, MSNBC, Fox News, CNN,
and Al Jazeera. Hudome received her J.D. from the
Georgetown University Law Center.




Saad Eddin Ibrahim
EGYPT

Saad Eddin Ibrahim is the Found-
er and Head of the Ibn Khaldun
Center for Development Studies
in Cairo, and one of the leading
pro-democracy activists in the
Arab world. Ibrahim was recently
the Wallerstein Distinguished visiting professor at the
Center on Religion, Culture, and Conflict at Drew
University, and was also a Visiting Professor of Politi-

cal Science at Harvard University. He was the recipi-
ent of the Center for the Study of Islam and Democ-
racy’s annual Muslim Democrat of the Year Award in
2004. Ibrahim is a former political prisoner, having
spent nearly three years in jail for his opposition to
former Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak’s regime.
He has authored or edited more than thirty books and
more than a hundred scholarly articles, and has taught
at Indiana University, DePauw Univeristy, University
of California, Los Angeles, Columbia University, New
York University, American University of Beirut, The
American University in Cairo, and Istanbul Kulture

University.

Arsalan Iftikhar
UNITED STATES

Arsalan Iftikhar is an international
human rights lawyer and founder
of TheMuslimGuy.com. A Senior
Editor for 7he Islamic Monthly
magazine, in 2011 Iftikhar pub-
lished the book, Islamic Pacifism:
Global Muslims in the Post-Osama Era. He has appeared
on numerous media outlets around the world, includ-
ing BBC World News, the TODAY Show, FOX News,
MSNBC, and Voice of America. His writings have
appeared in 7he Washington Post, Los Angeles Times,
CBS News Up to the Minute, Newsweek, The New York
Times, CNN.com, Esquire, Rolling Stone, Time, and
The Economist. lftikhar has participated in 7he Dobha
Debates on BBC World Television, the British Coun-
cil’s Our Shared Future Opinion Leaders Network, and
the Personnalites d’Avenir (Personalities of the Future)
World Leader Program sponsored by the French for-
eign ministry. Iftikhar graduated from Washington
University in St. Louis and received his law doctorate
from Washington University School of Law.

Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu
TURKEY

Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu is the Sec-
retary General of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). Ih-
sanoglu has been with the OIC
since 1980, first as founding direc-
tor general of the Research Centre
for Islamic History, Culture and Arts (IRCICA) in Is-
tanbul. He was the founding head of the Department
of History of Science of Istanbul University, as well
as the founding chairman of the Turkish Society for
History of Science (TBTK) and ISAR Foundation.
He also served as the president of the International
Union of History and Philosophy of Science (IUHPS)
between 2001 and 2005. He has written numerous
books, articles, and papers in Turkish, English, and
Arabic on science, history of science, Islamic culture,
Turkish culture, relations between the Muslim world
and the Western world, and Turkish-Arab relations.
He received his B.S. at Ain Shams University in 1966
and a master’s degree in Chemistry in 1970. After
completing his Ph.D. studies at Ankara University, he
did his post-doctoral research at the University of Ex-
eter in the United Kingdom.

Lou Anne King Jensen
UNITED STATES

Lou Anne King Jensen is the
Founder and President of the
Chrest Foundation, which sup-
ports civil society organizations
in Turkey that concentrate on in-
creasing gender equality and fos-
tering communication and dialogue through various
approaches. She is a licensed master social worker rec-
ognized for independent non-clinical practice. Jensen
serves on the board of directors of the College First
Foundation and Turkish Philanthropy Funds. She is
also a member of the Global Leadership Council at
the Brookings Institution. Jensen holds equity inter-
ests and board positions in several private companies,
as well as oversees her family’s liquid assets and public
market investments. She holds a B.A. in English and
an M.S. in Social Work, both from the University of
Texas at Arlington. She also completed postgraduate
studies in Peace Research at the University of Oslo,
Norway.
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Lobna Jeribi
TUNISIA

Lobna Jeribi is a Member of the Po-
litical Bureau and Executive Secre-
tariat of the Ettakatol Party, Chair-
man of the Economic Committee
of the Governorate of Tuniss Re-
gional Council, and a Deputy of
the Tunisian Constituent Assembly. In the assembly,
Jeribi is Vice Chairman of the Committee on Pream-
ble, Fundamental Principles, and the Revision of the
Constitution; and the Rapporteur of the Committee

on Finance, Planning, and Region. Previously, Jeribi
was the president of the socio-economic committee of
the Ettakatol program. In addition to Jeribi’s political
activities, she has been actively involved in the engi-
neering field. She is a founding leader of the Service
Company in Computer Engineering Technology, and
is the author of several publications in scientific jour-
nals and conferences on information systems. Jeribi
formerly taught, and conducted research in, informa-
tion systems at the University of Paris 1 Sorbonne and
was an expert and project manager in the information
systems department at Lyon University, Rhone Alpes,
France. Jeribi received her Ph.D. in Information Sys-
tems Engineering from the National Institute of Ap-
plicant Sciences (INSA), Lyon, France.

Douglas M. Johnston
UNITED STATES

Douglas M. Johnston is President
and Founder of the International
Center for Religion and Diplo-
macy. Johnston previously served
in senior positions in the gov-
ernment, business, the military,
and academia. He served as founder and Director of
Harvard University’s Senior Executives in National
and International Security program. His most recent
assighment was as executive vice president and CEO
of the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
Included among his publications is Religion, Terror,
and Error: U.S. Foreign Policy and the Challenge of
Spiritual Engagement, winner of the 2011 Book of the
Year Award. Johnston is a distinguished graduate of
the U.S. Naval Academy and holds an M.PA. and a
Ph.D. in Political Science from Harvard University.

2013 U.S.-ISLAMIC WORLD FORUM
A DEecabpe oF DIALOGUE

38

Palwasha Kakar
AFGHANISTAN

Palwasha Kakar is the Director of
Womens Empowerment and De-
velopment Programs at the Asia
Foundation, where she is responsi-
ble for the overall supervision and
management of the women’s pro-
gram. Kakar is an expert on women, Islam, and develop-
ment with nearly eight years of management experience
and a specialization in gender issues in Afghanistan. She
recently served as the Foundations program manager
for the Access to Justice and Women’s Rights in Islam
project, and has experience working on projects regard-
ing local governance, civil society, education and gender
in Afghanistan. Prior to joining the foundation, Kakar
managed a nation-wide small grants program with the
United Nations Development Program for Afghanistan’s
civil society initiatives and has experience managing so-
cial development projects with the World Bank Group
dealing with gender, social justice and environmental
issues in the region. From 2004-2006, Kakar led the lo-
cal governance research team specifically focused on re-
searching women’s participation in the National Solidar-
ity Program at the Afghanistan Research and Evaluation
Unit. She has a master’s degree in Gender, Politics, and
Religion with a specific emphasis on Afghanistan and the
surrounding region from Harvard University.

Mohammad Hashim Kamali
MALAYSIA

Mohammad Hashim Kamali is the
Founding Chairman and CEO of
the International Institute of Ad-
vanced Islamic Studies, Malaysia.
Kamali was a professor of Islamic
law and jurisprudence at the Inter-
national Islamic University in Malaysia from 1985 to
2007, as well as the dean of the International Institute
of Islamic Thought and Civilization. He has taught at
the Institute of Islamic Studies at McGill University,
Capital University in Ohio, and at the Wissenschafts-
kolleg in Berlin. Kamali is an original signatory to
the ‘Common Word” between Christians and Mus-
lims. He has served as a member of the Constitution
Review Commission of Afghanistan and as an expert
on the new constitutions of Iraq, the Maldives, and
Somalia. He has an M.A. and Ph.D. in Islamic and
Middle Eastern Law from the University of London.




Mehrangiz Kar
IRAN

Mehrangiz Kar is a Visiting Pro-
fessor at the Pembroke Center for
Teaching and Research on Wom-
en at Brown University. An Irani-
an human rights lawyer, speaker,

internationally recognized writer,
and advocate for human rights throughout the Islam-
ic world, she was previously a visiting scholar at Har-
vard University, Wellesley College’s Newhouse Cen-
ter for the Humanities, the Saban Center for Middle
East Policy at Brookings, and the Faculty of Law at
the University of Cape Town. In 2000, Kar attend-
ed a conference held at the Heinrich Boll Institute in
Berlin where she discussed the urgent need for con-
stitutional reform in Iran. Upon her return to Iran,
she was arrested, taken to Evin Prison, and charged
with “acting against national security” and “spreading
propaganda against the regime of the Islamic Repub-
lic.” She was sentenced to four years imprisonment.
Two months into her sentence, Kar was diagnosed
with cancer, and under pressure from the European
Union, Iranian authorities released her for treatment
in the United States. She is the recipient the 2000
PEN/NOVIB Award and in 2004 she was honored by
Human Rights First. Kar received her B.A. in Law and
Political Science from Tehran University.

Joyce Karam
UNITED KINGDOM

Joyce Karam is the Washing-
ton Correspondent for Al-Hayar
Newspaper, an international Ara-
bic daily newspaper based in Lon-
don. Karam has covered American
politics extensively since 2004,
with a focus on U.S. policy towards the Middle East.
Prior to joining Al-Hayat, Karam worked as a jour-
nalist at Assafir and Annahar newspapers in Beirut,
mostly covering the post-war situation in Lebanon. In
2002, she worked as an editor at the United Nations
public affairs offices in Beirut, supervising a weekly
newsletter and coordinating regional media events.
She is a frequent guest on Arabic television channels
and radio programs. Karam holds an M.A. in Inter-
national Peace and Conflict Resolution and a B.A.
Journalism.

Hamid Karzai
AFGHANISTAN

Hamid Karzai was sworn in as
President of the Islamic Republic
of Afghanistan on December 7,
2004. During the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan, Karzai served as
director of Information, and then
deputy director of the Political Office for the National
Liberation Front led by Professor Sebghatullah Muja-
didi. After the formation of the mujahideen’s transi-
tional government in 1989, Karzai was appointed as
director of the Foreign Relations Unit in the Office of
the President of the Interim Government. When the
mujahideen government was established in Kabul in
1992, he was appointed as its deputy foreign minis-
ter. Resigning from his post in 1994 amidst the chaos
of the ensuing civil war, Karzai returned to Uruzgan
province in October 2001 following the American-led
invasion and worked to coordinate local efforts to rid
Afghanistan of the Taliban and their supporters. On
December 5, 2001, he was elected chairman of the
Interim Administration of Afghanistan by participants
at the U.N.-sponsored Bonn Conference. He, along
with the appointed cabinet, took the oath of office on
December 22, 2001. His role as leader of the country
was confirmed by members of the Emergency Loya Ji-
rga when he was elected president of the Transitional
Government. Karzai has been awarded many honors,
among them an Honorary Knighthood from Her Maj-
esty Queen Elizabeth, the Philadelphia Liberty Medal,
and the American Bar Association-Asia Rule of Law
Award. He received his M.A. in International Relations
and Political Science from Simla University in India.

Allen Keiswetter
UNITED STATES

Allen Keiswetter, a retired Senior
Foreign Service Officer, is a Schol-
ar at the Middle East Institute;
Senior Consultant at the interna-
tional law firm Dentons US, LLP;
and an Adjunct Professor at the
University of Maryland. He has taught courses on Is-
lam and the Middle East at the National War College
and the National Defense Intelligence College. He
served as the senior advisor on the Middle East to the
U.S. Delegation to the General Assembly. In his thir-
ty-six years at the Department of State, Keiswetter was
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Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern
Affairs, director of Arabian Peninsula Affairs in the
Near Fast Bureau, and director of the Office of In-
telligence Liaison in the Bureau of Intelligence and
Research. He served as NATO Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary General for Political Affairs in Brussels. While
director of Regional Affairs in the Near East Bureau,
Keiswetter chaired the Middle East Peace Process
Multilateral Working Group on Water Resources.
Previously, he held posts as political counselor in the
U.S. Embassy in Saudi Arabia, and Deputy Chief of
Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Yemen. He received
his A.B. from Dartmouth College, Certificate from
Johns Hopkins School of Internation Studies, and an
M.PA. from Harvard University.

Wael Khalil
EGYPT

Wael Khalil is a Founding Mem-
ber of Egypt’s Masrena movement,
which “aspires to bring together
Egyptians from all walks of life to
achieve the goals of the January
25 revolution, as well as showcase
the abilities of Egypts youth.” A blogger and socialist
activist, Khalil has been active in Palestinian solidarity,
anti-war, and democracy movements in Egypt for more
than a decade. He is a software engineer by profession.

Hamid Khan
UNITED STATES

Hamid Khan is a Professorial Lec-
turer of Islamic Law at The George
Washington University. He is also
a Senior Program Officer at the
Rule of Law Center with the U.S.
Institute of Peace (USIP), where he
works on issues regarding rule of law in Afghanistan,
particularly the intersection of customary law and Is-
lamic law as it pertains to women. Khan also teach-
es a training course on Islamic law for the Institute’s
Academy for Peacebuilding. Previously, he worked as a
Rule of Law Adviser in USIP’s Kabul office. Before his
tenure at USIP, Khan served as a postdoctoral fellow
for Stanford Law School’s Afghanistan Legal Educa-
tion Project. He has lectured on Islamic legal matters
in various U.S. government capacities and around the
world, including at the NATO School and the U.N.
Department of Peace Keeping Operation. Khan served
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as an advisor to NATO/ISAF on issues of Islamic law,
counterinsurgency, and empowering women under
Islamic law and theology. Khan received his B.S. in
Political Science from the University of Wyoming and
his ].D from the University of Michigan Law School.

Humera Khan
UNITED STATES

Humera Khan is the Executive Di-
rector of Muflehun, a think tank
specializing in preventing radical-
ization towards violent extremism
through research, engagement, and
empowerment programs for com-
munities. Her work includes the design and launch
of the Viral Peace project for the U.S. Department of
State to train youth leaders on the strategies of using
social media to build communities and counter hate.
In 2012 she received the FBI Director’s Community
Leadership Award for her service to the community.
Khan also contributes in an advisory capacity to U.S.
government agencies, including the FBI; the Depart-
ments of State, Justice, and Homeland Security; the
Office of the Director of National Intelligence; and
the National Counterterrorism Center. Khan earned

her M.S. in Technology and Policy, M.S. in Nuclear
Engineering, B.S. in Art and Design, and B.S. in Nu-
clear Engineering, all from the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. She also earned her M.A. in Islamic
Studies from the School of Islamic and Social Scienc-
es, an affiliate seminary of the Washington Theological
Consortium.

Muhammad Shahzad Khan
PAKISTAN

Muhammad Shahzad Khan is the
Founding Executive Director of
the Chanan Development Associ-
ation, a national, youth led orga-
nization. Khan has devoted him-
self to empowering young people
in Pakistan since 1999. He has vast experience in the
fields of intercultural and interfaith dialogue, health/
reproductive health, child sexual abuse, gender main-
streaming, violence against women, democracy and
human rights, as well as interactive theatre, peer edu-
cation, and advocacy campaigning. Khan was recently
awarded with the International Award for the Health
and Dignity of Women and Gitls by the Friends of



United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), present-
ed by UNFPA Executive Director Dr. Babatunde Os-
otimehin and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.
He holds a master’s degree in Political Science.

Akihiko Koenuma
JAPAN

Akihiko Koenuma is the Direc-
tor General of Middle East and
Europe Department at Japan In-
ternational Cooperation Agency
(JICA). Before his appointment as
Director General, Koenuma held
a number of managerial positions within JICA, Japan
Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC), and the
Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund (OECF): se-
nior advisor to director general at JICA General Af-
fairs Department in charge of relations with National
Diet members, deputy director general at JICA Africa
Department, chief representative of JBIC Paris Of-
fice, director of JBIC 5thDivision, Corporate Finance
Department in charge of equity participation, private
equity, and carbon funds, and chief representative of
JBIC and OECF Cairo Office. Through his tenure
in JBIC Paris Office and Cairo Office, Koenuma has
abundant experiences in handling and managing Jap-
anese ODA loan projects in Sub-Sahara Africa as well
as Middle East and North Africa region, including
Egypt, Jordan, Libya, Morocco, and Tunisia. Koenu-
ma joined OECF in 1985. Koenuma graduated from
Sophia University in Japan and finished Universite
Paris I 3¢cycle in Economics.

» 1 Nikahang Kowsar

‘. UNITED STATES

Nikahang Kowsar is a professional
cartoonist, journalist, and a pre-
vious winner of the International
Award for Courage in Editorial
Cartooning. He was imprisoned
in Iran in 2000 after one of his
cartoons criticizing Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi incited
political controversy weeks before the parliamenta-
ry elections. Kowsar is also a founder and editor of
Khodnevis.org, a Persian-language citizen journalism
platform, and Khodetoons, a citizen-cartooning plat-
form for non-cartoonists. Kowsar fled Iran for Cana-
da after receiving a death threat in 2003 and his car-
toons have since been published by many American,

-
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-

Canadian, and international outlets. He is a member
of The New York Times Syndicate and has appeared
on CNN, BBC, CBC, CTV, VOA, and many other
shows as an expert on Iran. CBC made a documentary
about him in 2005 entitled 7he Bloggers’ War, and he
was also featured on NPR, BBC, Foreign Policy, and
the Columbia Review of Journalism.

Kathleen Kuehnast
UNITED STATES

Kathleen Kuehnast is Director of
the Center for Gender and Peace-
building at the United States In-
stitute of Peace. She is co-editor of
Women and War: Power and Pro-
tection in the 21st Century (2011).
As a socio-cultural anthropologist, her work examines
the impact of political and economic transitions on
societal gender roles. Kuehnast is a recipient of the
Mellon Foreign Fellowship at the Library of Con-
gress (2000) and the Kennan Institute for Advanced
Russian Studies Fellowship (1999) at the Woodrow
Wilson International Center for Scholars. She lived

several years in Kyrgyzstan, where she researched and
wrote extensively on the impact of post-Soviet tran-
sition on Muslim women of Central Asia. Kuehnast
holds a Ph.D. in Socio-cultural Anthropology from
the University of Minnesota.

Zahra’ Langhi
LIBYA

Zahra Langhi is the Co-Found-
er of the Libyan Women’s Plat-
form for Peace (LWPP), a move-
ment advocating for women’s
socio-political empowerment and
peace-building. In conjunction
with Karama and U.N. Women, she coordinated the
Libyan Women’s Political Empowerment Program,
an initiative aimed at empowering women in Libya
to become active participants and leaders of political,
economic, and social reforms, and to ensure that gen-
der equality and women’s rights are fully integrated in
democratic transition, including in governance pro-
cesses, legislation, and policies. Langhi led TWPP’s
initiative of lobbying for the introduction of the “zip-
per list” (alternation of males and females in political
parties) in the election law, which secured 17.5 per-
cent of the seats in the National Congress for women.
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Langhi co-produced and presented a television pro-
gram on the elections of the National Congress and
the democratic transition in Libya. She earned her

M.A. in Middle Eastern History from The American
University in Cairo.

Farhan Latif
UNITED STATES

Farhan Latif is the Chief Operat-
ing Officer and Director of Policy
Impact at the Institute for Social
Policy and Understanding, a think
tank focused on providing expert
analysis, insight, and context to
critical issues facing the United States, with an em-
phasis on issues relating to Muslim communities.
Latif previously served as a director in the Office of
Institutional Advancement at the University of Mich-
igan. As a social entrepreneur, he founded Strategic
Inspirations, a firm focused on building the capaci-
ty of non-governmental organizations and scaling
for greater social impact. Latif is also a fellow of the
American Muslim Civic Leadership Institute through
University of Southern California and Georgetown
University. Latif received an M.A. from Harvard
University, having completed a specialized interdisci-
plinary program focused on Social Entrepreneurship,
Philanthropy, and Education. He also holds a B.B.A.
in Business Management and Marketing, and has
completed graduate work in Nonprofit Management
at the University of Michigan-Dearborn.

Hillel Levine
UNITED STATES

Hillel Levine is a Professor of So-
ciology and Religion at Boston
University. For more than 25 years,
Levine has been devoted to under-
graduate, graduate, professional,
and adult non-professional educa-
tion at Harvard, Yale, and now Boston University. He
has held visiting professorships in Japan, China, Po-
land, the Soviet Union, Brazil, and Israel. Levine is the
president of the International Center for Conciliation,
an organization that aspires to create enduring peace
in conflict-torn communities. Levine has written five
books and many articles on ethnic violence, normative
conflict, and how they may be resolved. His research
provided the basis for an Oscar winning documentary
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and two of his books are being made into documenta-
ries and a feature-length dramatization. He is a popu-
lar lecturer, guest columnist in newspapers, and makes
frequent radio and television appearances. Levine re-

ceived his Ph.D. from Harvard University.

Amira Maaty
UNITED STATES

Amira Maaty is a Program Officer
in the Middle East and North Af-
rica division of the National En-
dowment for Democracy (NED),
where she focuses on Egypt and
Libya. Prior to joining the NED,
she served as a senior program officer at IREX over-
seeing international training and education programs.
She has also held positions at Internews Network,
coordinating journalism training programs in the
MENA region. Maaty holds a bachelor’s degree in In-
ternational Affairs from The George Washington Uni-
versity and a master’s degree in International Peace
and Conflict Resolution from American University.

Mohamed Magid
UNITED STATES

Mohamed Magid is the Execu-
tive Director of the All Dulles
Area Muslim Society in Virginia
and President of the Islamic So-
ciety of North America. Magid is
a member of the National Inter-
faith Planning Committee for Domestic Violence and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Muslim, Sikh,
and Arab Advisory Board. He is the Chairman of
the Fairfax County Faith Communities in Action, a
board member of the Fairfax County Partnership for
Youth, and a member of the George Mason Universi-
ty Campus Ministry. Magid is the Vice Chairman of
Muflehun, a think tank focused on confronting vio-
lent extremism through research-driven preventative
programs within a religious paradigm. Magid has a
long history of commitment to public service through
organizations, such as The Peaceful Families Project,
Annual Twinning of Mosques and Synagogues, In-
terfaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington As-
sembly, and the Buxton Interfaith Initiative. He has
written for 7he Washington Post and has been profiled
in Time. In May 2005, he won the Fairfax County
Human Rights Commission Human Rights Award,



and in 2006 received a Certificate of Appreciation
from the U.S. Department of Justice Federal Bureau

of Investigation. In 2009, Magid received the Wash-
ingtonian of the Year award.

Abdoul Aziz Mahamadou
Maiga

MALI

Abdoul Aziz Mahamadou Maiga
is the Representative for Religious
Affairs and Islamic Cooperation at
the Ministry of Religious Affairs
in Mali. Previously, he was the Is-
lamic Affairs officer for the Embassy of Saudi Arabia
in Bamako, Mali. Prior to that, Maiga was a professor
at the College of Technology and Business Adminis-
tration at the University of Bamako. He has also led
a coalition for education, training, and advocacy for
Mali’s refugee camps, and has supervised implementa-
tion of charitable social and health programs all over
the country. Maiga has participated in a series of con-
ferences, including the Muslim World League Con-
ference in Mecca and the International Islamic Con-
ference for Dialogue. Maiga received his Ph.D. from
the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at the University
of Mohammed V, Morocco, and his M.A. in Law at
the Islamic University of Medina. He also completed
post-graduate studies at the Dar Al Hadith Alhassania
Institute for Islamic Studies in Morocco.

Sanaa Makhlouf
UNITED KINGDOM

Sanaa Aly Marei Makhlouf is a
Senior Instructor for the Depart-
ment of Rhetoric and Composi-
tion at The American University
in Cairo. She twice participated
in the al-Azhar delegation to the
Muslim-Christian Summit: in 2010 to the Nation-
al Cathedral in Washington, D.C.; and in 2012 in
Beirut, Lebanon. Makhlouf has been an instructor
of writing and writing research since 1997. She was
a language and copy-editor for the Institute for the
Study of Islam in the Modern World in the Neth-
erlands from 2004-2009. Makhlouf is a Ph.D. can-
didate at Harvard University with an ongoing dis-
sertation, titled “Shades of Tolerance: On the Spiri-
tual Writings of al-Amir ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jaza'iri,”
in the Department of Near Eastern Languages and

Civilizations. She completed her M.A. in Early Islam-
ic History at The American University in Cairo and
received an M.A. in Political Philosophy from Har-
vard University. Makhlouf received a B.A. in English
and Comparative Literature from The American Uni-
versity in Cairo.

Alexey Malashenko
RUSSIA

Alexey Malashenko is the Co-
Chair of the Carnegie Moscow
Center’s Religion, Society, and Se-
curity Program. He is a member of
the RIA Novosti Advisory Council.
He serves on the editorial boards
of the journals Central Asia and the Caucasus and Acta
Eurasica and the newsletter Russia and the Muslim
World, and is a board member of the International
Federation for Peace and Conciliation. Previously,
Malashenko taught at the National Research Univer-
sity Higher School of Economics and at the Moscow
State Institute of International Relations. From 1976
to 1982 and again from 1986 to 2001, Malashenko
worked at the Institute of Oriental Studies at the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences as a research fellow, Head of
the Islamic Department, and as a Senior Associate. In
1990, he was a Visiting Professor at Colgate Univer-
sity in New York. Malashenko served as editor of the
journal Problems of Peace and Socialism. Malashenko is
the author and editor of about twenty books, includ-
ing: Islam in Central Asia, Russias Restless Frontier, The
Islamic Alternative and the Islamist Project, Russia and
Islam and My Islam.

Abdul-Rehman Malik
UNITED KINGDOM

Abdul-Rehamn Malik is a jour-
nalist and Program Manager for
the Radical Middle Way, an or-
ganization that works with grass-
roots partners around the world
to provide powerful, faith-in-
spired guidance and innovative tools to enable
change, promote social justice, and combat exclusion
and violence. Radical Middle Way has worked in the
Indonesia, Malaysia, Mali, Morocco, Pakistan, Sin-
gapore, Sudan, and the United Kingdom. An expe-
rienced journalist and commentator, Malik is a reg-
ular contributor to BBC Radio 2’s Pause for Thought
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and the BBC World Service. His radio essay Faith and
9/11 broadcast on the 10th anniversary of the attacks
was awarded second prize at the prestigious Sandford
St Martin Awards for excellence in broadcasting about
religion. Maliks BBC Radio 4 documentary Islam
Without God, which explored the increasingly public
discourse of disbelief among young Muslims, both in

the east and in the west, was broadcast in February
2013.

Shahid Malik
UNITED KINGDOM

Shahid Malik is Chairman of
Global Cooperation and Develop-
ment Partnerships. In 2005, Malik
was elected Member of Parliament
in the United Kingdom and served
until 2010. He was appointed
Minister of International Development in 2007, mak-
ing him Britain’s first Muslim minister. He also served
as Justice Minister; Home Office Minister; and Min-
ister for Race, Faith, and Community Cohesion. He
served as vice-chair of UNESCO UK, signed the Unit-
ed Kingdom’s first ten-year Middle East aid agreement
(with Yemen), and observed Palestinian parliamentary
and presidential elections. During his tenure in gov-
ernment, he was responsible for the United King-
dom’s work with the Asian Development Bank, the
Inter-American Development Bank, and the Carib-
bean Development Bank, and developed a memoran-
dum of understanding with the Islamic Development
Bank. He has also served as chair of the National Faith
Communities Council, chair of the Thames Gateway,
Equality Commissioner for Northern Ireland, and
Race Equality Commissioner for Great Britain. Malik
received an honorary Ph.D. from Bradford University.

Peter Mandaville
UNITED STATES

Peter Mandaville is a Nonresident
Senior Fellow at the Project on
U.S. Relations with the Islamic
World at Brookings and Director
of the Ali Vurak Ak Center for
Global Islamic Studies at George
Mason University. He previously served on the Sec-
retary of State’s Policy Planning Staff at the U.S.
Department of State. He was the founding director
of GMU’s Center for Global Studies and his visiting
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affiliations have included American University, the
Center for Strategic and International Studies, and the
Pew Research Center. Born and raised in the Middle
East—the third generation of his family to live in the
region—nhis recent research has taken him to a wide
range of Muslim settings such as Pakistan, Indonesia,
Malaysia, and West Africa. He is the author and co-ed-
itor of a half dozen books, including Global Political Is-
lam and Transnational Muslim Politics: Reimagining the
Umma. He has testified before the U.S. Congress on
political Islam and authored numerous book chapters
and journal articles, and contributed to publications
such as Foreignpolicy.com, the International Herald Tri-
bune, and the Guardian. He has also consulted widely
for the government, media, and nonprofit sectors on
contemporary Muslim world affairs.

Paul Marshall
UNITED STATES

Paul Marshall is a Senior Fellow at
the Hudson Institute’s Center for
Religious Freedom. He is the chair
of the board of The Media Project.
He has edited more than twenty
books on religion, politics, and
religious freedom, including more recently, Silenced:
How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes Are Choking Free-
dom Worldwide (2011), Blind Spot: When Journalists
Don’t Get Religion (2009), and Religious Freedom in
the World (2008). He is the author of several hundred
articles, and his writings have been translated into
more than 21 languages. Marshall is a Senior Fellow
at the both the Lemeina Institute in Jakarata, and the
Claremont Institute in California. Previously, he was a
senior fellow at Freedom House. Marshall has a Ph.D.
from York University in Political Philosophy.

Hideki Matsunaga
JAPAN

Hideki Matsunaga is the Chief
Representative of the Japan In-
ternational Cooperation Agency
(JICA) Egypt office, supervising
JICA operations in Egypt, Yemen,
and the Gulf countries. He has
served in numerous professional and management
positions for JICA, the Japan Bank for International
Cooperation, and the United Nations Development
Program. For over ten years, Matsunaga worked in




Iran, Palestine, Jordan, Syria, and Iraq, where he su-
pervised Iraqi reconstruction from the time of the
military invasion until 2011. Before transitioning to
Egypt in 2012, Matsunaga served as team leader for
the Fukushima and Iwate regions of Japan under the
umbrella of Japan Platform, a Japanese nongovern-
mental organization dedicated to providing human-
itarian relief and recovery after the earthquake and
tsunami of March 2011.

Theodore McCarrick
UNITED STATES

Theodore McCarrick is the Cardi-
nal Archbishop Emeritus of Wash-
ington, having previously served
as the Archbishop of Washington
from 2001 until 2006. In 2011
he was a Distinguished Visiting
Scholar at the Library of Congress. In 2001, Pope
John Paul II elevated him to the College of Cardinals,
and in 2005, he was one of 115 Cardinals who partic-
ipated in the conclave that elected the new pope, Pope
Benedict XVI. Cardinal McCarrick is the past chair
of the domestic and international policy committees
for the United States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, former Chancellor of The Catholic University of
America, former President of The Catholic Universi-
ty of Puerto Rico in Ponce, and former Chairman of
the Board of Trustees of the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. He has long
served on the Board of Directors of Catholic Relief
Services and as a member of the Vatican’s Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian Unity, the Pontifical
Council for Justice and Peace, the Pontifical Council
for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peo-
ples, and the Pontifical Commission for Latin Amer-
ica. He received his Ph.D. in Sociology from The
Catholic University of America.

Tamer Meky
EGYPT

Tamer Meky is a Member of
Egypts Shura Council (upper
chamber of Parliament), where he
serves as the General Secretary of
the National Security, Arab and
Foreign Affairs Committee. Meky
co-founded the Asala Party, is a member of the su-
preme committee of the party, and serves as chairman

of its National Security and Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee. He holds a bachelor’s degree in Law as well as a
degree in Police and Security Sciences.

William Miller
UNITED STATES

William Miller is the Senior Ad-
visor to the U.S.-Iran Program at
Search for Common Ground and
Senior Public Policy Scholar at the
Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars. Previously, he
served as the U.S. ambassador to Ukraine (1993-1998),
and as a U.S. foreign service officer for six years in Iran.
Miller worked on Capitol Hill for fourteen years, act-
ing as staff director for three Senate committees. Miller
is a former associate dean and professor at The Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, and
he has taught at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced
International Studies and at Harvard University. Mill-
er holds a B.A. from Williams College, an M.A. from
Oxford University, and he completed doctoral course-
work at Harvard University.

Dalia Mogahed
UNITED STATES

Dalia Mogahed is President and
CEO of Mogahed Consulting, a
Washington, D.C., based execu-
tive coaching and consulting firm
specializing in Muslim societies
and the Middle East. She is the
former executive director and senior analyst for the
Gallup Center for Muslim Studies where she led the
analysis of surveys of Muslims worldwide, including
in the U.S. and Europe. With John L. Esposito, she
co-authored the groundbreaking book Who Speaks
Jor Islam? What a Billion Muslims Really Think. In
2009, President Barack Obama appointed Mogahed
to the President’s Advisory Council on Faith-Based
and Neighborhood Partnerships, making her the first
Muslim-American woman to hold a position of this
seniority. A member of the World Economic Forum’s
Global Agenda Council on the Arab World, she serves
on the boards of Freedom House and Soliya. Arabian
Business magazine recognized her as the sixth most in-
fluential Arab woman in the world. Mogahed’s analy-
sis has appeared in a number of leading publications,
including 7he Wall Street Journal, Foreign Policy, the
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Harvard International Review, and many other aca-
demic and popular journals. Her audiences have in-
cluded heads of state, parliamentarians from around
the world, and religious leaders from every faith. She
received her M.B.A. from the Joseph M. Katz Gradu-
ate School of Business at the University of Pittsburgh
and her undergraduate degree in Chemical Engineer-
ing with a minor in Arabic from the University of Wis-
consin.

Alia Moubayed
UNITED KINGDOM

Alia Moubayed is a Director and
Senior Economist at Barclays
Emerging Markets Research De-
partment, with primary respon-
sibility for the Middle East and
North Africa. Prior to that, Mou-
bayed worked at the World Bank in Washington,
D.C., as a senior economist responsible for research
and policy dialogue at the Economic Policy Depart-
ment of the Europe and Central Asia region. Before
assuming that role, she worked as an economist cover-
ing regional integration issues in the western Balkans,
and served as country economist on various country
teams including those of Albania, Indonesia, and Ser-
bia and Montenegro. Moubayed has also held research
and policy responsibilities in various economic insti-
tutions of the Government of Lebanon over a peri-
od of six years. She served as chief of service at the
Research Department of the Central Bank, as advisor
to the Minister of Economy and Trade, and was also
the managing director for the Economic and Social
Fund for Development at the Council for Develop-
ment and Reconstruction. Moubayed holds degrees
in Economics, Finance, and Public Policy from the
American University of Beirut and the Ecole Natio-
nale d’Administration (ENA) in France.

Mouaz Moustafa
UNITED STATES

Mouaz Moustafa is the Political
Director for the Syrian Emergency
Task Force and United for a Free
Syria, and a board member of the
Coalition for a Democratic Syr-
ia. He advocates on behalf of the
pro-democracy movement in his native Syria by work-
ing closely with Free Syrian Army commanders and
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prominent activists inside of Syria. A former staffer for
Congressman Vic Snyder and Senator Blanche Lin-
coln, Moustafa spent four and a half years working in
Congress before leaving to work briefly with the Egyp-
tian U.S.-based opposition and the Libyan U.S.-based
opposition. During this period, Moustafa was the ex-
ecutive director of the Libyan Council of North Amer-
ica and political director of the Libyan Emergency
Task Force and worked closely with top officials within
the Transitional National Council. Moustafa has been
featured prominently in several media outlets for his
work regarding the Civilian Administrative Councils,

including NPR and USA Today.

Riefqi Muna

INDONESIA

Riefqi Muna is Head of Research
& Development for the Muham-
madiyah Central Board. He is
also coordinator of the ASEAN
research group at the Research
Centre for Politics in the Indone-
sian Institute of Sciences (LIPI). Muna was co-found-
er and a member of the executive board of the TIFA
Foundation, Jakarta. His academic publications in-
clude “Democracy and Human Rights in ASEAN:
Concept and Development,” in Adriana Elisabeth
(ed.), Implementation of Democracy and Human Rights
in Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand; Energy Se-
curity Management: Nonmilitary Security Perspectives;
Nuclear Safety in Southeast Asia: Issue, Challenges and
Regional Strategy, in Rizal Sukma et.al. (ed.); “Local
Ownership and Security Sector Reform in Indonesia,”
in Local Ownership in Security Sector Reform; “Secu-
ritization of Translational Crime in Indonesia,” in
Mely Cabalerro-Anthony, Ralf Emmers and Amitav
Acharya, Non-Traditional Security in Asia: Dilemma
of Securitization. Muna obtained his Ph.D. from the
Faculty of Defence and Security at the Royal Mili-
tary College of Science, Cranfield University, Unit-
ed Kingdom; his master’s degree in Defence Studies
from the Australian Defence Force Academy; and his
bachelor’s degree in International Relations from the
Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta.



Eiman Mustafawi
QATAR

Fiman Mustafawi is Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences and
Assistant Professor in the Depart-
ment of English Literature and
Linguistics at Qatar University
(QU). She has previously worked
as a research assistant and teaching assistant in the
Department of Linguistics at the University of Otta-
wa, joining QU in 2006. Mustafawi has participat-

ed in many international conferences and published
several articles in journals related to her field. She
specializes in theoretical phonology and received her
Ph.D. in Linguistics from the University of Ottawa in
2006. Her Ph.D. dissertation was nominated for two
awards: the Governor General’s Gold Medal and the
Pierre Laberge Prize for outstanding doctoral disserta-
tions. Her M.A. studies focused on the linguistic con-
straints on the manifestations of linguistic outcomes

of bilingualism.

Vitaly Naumkin
RUSSIA

Vitaly Naumkin is the Director of
the Institute of Oriental Studies,
Corresponding Member of the
Russian Academy of Sciences, and
Professor and Chair of the Faculty
of World Politics at Moscow State
University. In 2003, he served as a professor in the De-
partment of Political Science, University of California,
Berkeley, and in 1991 was a visiting professor at the
American University in Cairo. Naumkin is the author
of over 500 publications, including books, chapters,
and articles in a number of languages. He has received
numerous national and international awards and deco-
rations, and he is a member of the Consultative Board
for the Security Council of Russia, the Consultative
Council for the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the
Academic Board of the Russian Council for Foreign
Affairs. Naumkin also serves as the chairman of the
Russian Oriental Society and is a member of the Inter-
national Institute for Strategic Studies. He is a Good-
will Ambassador for the U.N. Alliance of Civilizations.
Naumkin completed his doctoral studies in the subjects
of Arab and Islamic History and Sciences at Moscow
State University.

Ronald Neumann
UNITED STATES

Ronald Neumann is the President
of the American Academy of Di-
plomacy, where he focuses on ef-
forts to expand U.S. Department
of State and U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development personnel
to enable these institutions to carry out their responsi-
bilities. He was formerly Deputy Assistant Secretary of
the Department of State and served as Ambassador to
three countries: Algeria, Bahrain, and the Islamic Re-
public of Afghanistan. Before Afghanistan, Neumann,
a career member of the Senior Foreign Service, served
in Baghdad from February 2004 with the Coalition
Provisional Authority and then as Embassy Baghdad’s
principal interlocutor with the Multinational Com-
mand, where he was deeply involved in coordinating
the political part of military action. Earlier in his ca-
reer, he was Deputy Chief of Mission in Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates, and in Sanaa, Yemen, Princi-
pal Officer in Tabriz, Iran, and Economic/Commer-
cial Officer in Dakar, Senegal. Neumann is the author
of The Other War: Winning and Losing in Afghanistan,
along with a number of other monographs and arti-
cles. He served as an Army infantry officer in Viet-
nam and holds a Bronze Star, Army Commendation
Medal, and Combat Infantry Badge. He earned his
M.A. in Political Science and B.A. in History from the
University of California, Riverside.

Gerd Nonneman
QATAR

Gerd Nonneman is the Dean of
the Georgetown University School
of Foreign Service in Qatar. He
was a professor of International
Relations and Middle East Pol-
itics at the University of Exeter,
where he also directed the Institute of Arab & Islamic
Studies. A former director of the British Society for
Middle Eastern Studies, he is Associate Editor of the
Journal of Arabian Studies. Among his recent publi-
cations are: Yemen, Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States;
“Europe, the U.S. and the Gulf after the Cold War,”
in Victor Mauer and Daniel Mockli (eds.), Europe-
an-American Relations and the Middle East; “Terrorism
and Political Violence in the Middle East and North
Africa,” in Asaf Siniver (ed.), International Terrorism
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post 9/11; “Political Reform in the Gulf Monarchies,”
in Anoushiravan Ehteshami and Steven M. Wright
(eds.), Reform in the Middle East Oil Monarchies; Sau-
di Arabia in the Balance; and Analyzing Middle East
Foreign Policies. Nonneman holds a Ph.D. in Political
Science from the University of Exeter.

Igbal Noor Ali
UNITED STATES

Igbal Noor Ali is a Senior Advi-
sor at the Aga Khan Development
Network (AKDN), a group of de-
velopment agencies, institutions,
and programs in over thirty coun-
tries that work on issues related to
the environment, health, education, architecture, cul-
ture, microfinance, rural development, disaster reduc-
tion, the promotion of private-sector enterprise, and
the revitalization of historic cities. Noor Ali facilitates
strategic international partnerships for the AKDN
and represents the network’s interests in various in-
ternational settings. Before his current role, he served
as chief executive officer of AKDN USA for twen-
ty-five years, which followed five years with AKDN’s
Industrial Promotion Services in Canada. As CEO
of AKDN USA, he worked closely with the devel-
opment community in the United States, serving on
the boards and committees of various organizations
such as InterAction, the Council on Foundations, the
Independent Sector, and the Advisory Committee on
Voluntary Foreign Assistance, which advises the U.S.
Agency for International Development (USAID) Ad-
ministrator on U.S. foreign assistance. He received a
bachelor’s degree in Commerce from Karachi Univer-
sity, pursued an M.B.A., and then moved to Canada in
1969 to pursue further studies in business and finance.

Lida Sahar Noory
UNITED STATES

Lida Sahar Noory is a Senior Advisor for Afghanistan
in the Secretary’s Office of Global Women’s Issues at
the U.S. Department of State. Noory has worked with
delegations of Afghan women activists, government of-
ficials, and non-governmental organizations to support
the role of Afghan women and girls socially, politically,
and economically. Previously, Noory served as director
of foreign policy and international women’s issues at
the Independent Women’s Forum. There, she concen-
trated on democracy education and international wom-
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en’s issues in both Iraq and Afghanistan. Throughout
her career, Noory has focused on development and im-
plementation of training programs, particularly on the
issues of democracy, women’s rights, religious freedom,
political activism in a democracy, issues of governance,
free markets, and micro-enterprise. Her opinion edito-
rials and comments have appeared in 7he Washington
Post, National Review Online, Human Events Online
and 7he D.C. Examiner. Noory holds a B.A. in Media
Studies and in Studies of Women and Gender from the
University of Virginia.

Michael O’Hanlon
UNITED STATES

Michael O’Hanlon is a Senior Fel-
low with the Center for 21st Cen-
tury Security and Intelligence and
director of research for the Foreign
Policy program at the Brookings
Institution, where he specializ-
es in U.S. defense strategy, the use of military force,
and American foreign policy. He is a visiting lecturer
at Princeton University, an adjunct professor at Johns
Hopkins University, and a member of the International
Institute for Strategic Studies. Most recently, O’Hanlon
is author of Healing the Wounded Giant: Maintaining
Military Preeminence while Cutting the Defense Budget;
Bending History: Barack Obamas Foreign Policy with
Martin Indyk and Kenneth Lieberthal; 7he Wounded
Giant: Americas Armed Forces in an Age of Austerity; A
Skeptics Case for Nuclear Disarmament; Toughing It Out
in Afghanistan with Hassina Sherjan; and 7he Science of
War. He has also written extensively for such publica-
tions as 7he Washington Post, The New York Times, Los
Angeles Times, Foreign Affairs, The Washington Times, and
The Japan Times. O’Hanlon has also contributed to 7he
Financial Times, The Wall Street Journal, as well as CNN,
MSNBC, BBC, FOX and Al-Hurra. He received his
B.S., M.S. and Ph.D. from Princeton University.

Manal Omar
UNITED STATES

Manal Omar is the Director of
North Africa, Iraq, and Iran Pro-
grams at the United States Insti-
tute of Peace. Omar was a mem-
ber of the Libya Stabilization
Team under the National Transi-
tional Council formed during the Libyan revolution.




Previously, she was Regional Program Manager for
the Middle East for Oxfam, Great Britain. She also
worked with Women for Women International as Re-
gional Coordinator for Afghanistan, Iraq, and Sudan.
She is the author of Barefoor in Baghdad: A Story of
Identity—My Own and What it Means to Be a Woman
in Chaos. She was also named among the “Top 500
World’s Most Influential Arabs” by Arabia Business
Power in 2011 and 2012, and among the “500 Most
Influential Muslims in the World” by Georgetown
University and The Royal Islamic Strategic Studies
Centre in 2009. She holds an M.A. in Arab Studies
from Georgetown University and a B.A. in Interna-
tional Relations from George Mason University.

Hibaaq Osman
SOMALIA

Hibaag Osman is the Founder
and CEO of Karama, a regional
nongovernmental organization. A
global political strategist working in
the Middle East and Africa, Osman
has worked to build institutions to
promote peace, democracy, and human rights globally,
Osman conceives visionary approaches to end violence
against women and address its multi-sectoral causes
and consequences. She previous founded the Global
Dignity Fund and the Think Tank for Arab Women.
Through Karama, Osman initiated the launch of plat-
forms for peace in Libya, Syria, and Yemen. Named one
of the 500 most influential Muslims, she serves on advi-
sory boards including the U.N. Women’s Global Civil
Society Advisory Group and the League of Arab States
Expert Committee on Women, Peace, and Security.

Thomas Pickering
UNITED STATES

Thomas Pickering is currently Vice
Chairman of Hills & Company,
an international consulting firm.
He retired in June 2006 as Senior
Vice President for International
Relations of the Boeing Company,
where he was employed following his retirement from
the Foreign Service as Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs. Before that, Pickering had served as
U.S. Ambassador to Russia, India, the United Nations
in New York, Israel, El Salvador, Nigeria, and Jordan
in a career that spanned more than forty years in the

U.S. Department of State. He was Assistant Secretary
of State for Oceans, Environment and Science from
1978 to 1981 and Executive Secretary of the State De-
partment and Special Assistant to Secretary William
Rogers and Henry A. Kissinger from 1973 to 1974.
He served in the U.S. Navy, rising to the rank of Lieu-
tenant Commander on active duty from 1956 to 1959
and in the reserve until 1964. He holds a bachelor’s
degree from Bowdoin College, a master’s degree from
The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, and a
master’s degree from the University of Melbourne in
Australia, where he studied on a Fulbright Scholarship.

Taufiq Rahim
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Taufiq Rahim is the Director of
Globesight, an advisory firm fo-
cused on social impact projects
in the Middle East, North Afri-
ca, and South Asia. Rahim is also
co-founder of Project Encounter, a
United Arab Emirates-based nonprofit initiative pro-
moting engagement between the Middle East and the
West, with particular attention to programs for young
leaders in Europe and North America. Previously, Ra-
him served as a fellow at the Dubai School of Govern-
ment, as an expert advisor to the United Nations Alli-
ance of Civilizations, and as a Steering Group member
of the Chatham House Project on Cultural Dialogue
and International Security. Rahim has worked at McK-
insey & Company, the Aga Khan Foundation, the Na-
tional Democratic Institute, and the United Nations.
He obtained an M.P.P. from Harvard University and a
bachelor’s from Princeton University.

Ebrahim Rasool
SOUTH AFRICA

Ebrahim Rasool is South Africa’s
Ambassador to the United States.
Before joining the embassy, he
served as a Member of Parliament
in the National Assembly, special
advisor to the State President of
the Republic of South Africa, and Premier (Gover-
nor) of the Western Cape Province. Rasool has a long
history of involvement in the anti-apartheid struggle
and leadership in the United Democratic Front and
the African National Congress. For his contribution to
South Africa, Rasool has received a number of awards,
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including the Visionary Leadership and Public Good
Award from the World Congress of Muslim Philan-
thropists; the Award for Commitment and Leadership
in Fight Against Crime from Business Against Crime;
the London Financial Times Foreign Direct Investment
Africa Personality of the Year Award; and the Nelson
Mandela Award for Health and Human Rights. Rasool
is the founder of the World for All Foundation, a foun-
dation that rethinks the intellectual tools available to
Muslims and faith communities, that creates co-oper-
ative relations between faiths, cultures, and communi-
ties at a global level. Rasool speaks on a range of topics
including politics, governance, religion, and Islam. He
received a Bachelor of Arts and a Higher Diploma in
Education from the University of Cape Town.

Amina Rasul-Bernardo
PHILIPPINES

Amina Rasul-Bernardo is the Di-
rector of the Mindanao Develop-
ment Authority, President of the
Philippine Center for Islam and
Democracy, Managing Trustee of
the Magbassa Kita Foundation,
Inc, and a Trustee of the National Movement for Free
Elections. She is a columnist with Business World, and
has written books and articles on the Mindanao con-
flict, Islam, and democracy. Rasul-Bernardo led nu-
merous initiatives to organize national networks of
Muslim religious leaders and was awarded the “Mus-
lim Democrat of the Year for 2007” by the Center for
Islam and Democracy. She served as the presidential
advisor on Youth Affairs of former President Fidel
V. Ramos, the former commissioner of the National
Commission on the Role of Filipino Women, and the
former director of the Philippine National Oil Corpo-
ration and the Development Bank of the Philippines.

Bruce Riedel
UNITED STATES

Bruce Riedel is Director of the In-
telligence Project at the Brookings
Institution and a Senior Fellow
at the Saban Center for Middle
East Policy at Brookings. Riedel
also currently teaches at the Johns
Hopkins University School for Advanced International
Studies, and just released his latest book, Avoiding Ar-
mageddon: America, India and Pakistan to the Brink and
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Back. He retired from the Central Intelligence Agency
in 20006 after 30 years of service. He was a senior advi-
sor on South Asia and the Middle East to the last four
Presidents of the United States, as part of the National
Security Council staff at the White House. Riedel was
also Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for the Near
East and South Asia at the Pentagon and a senior ad-
visor to NATO in Brussels. In January 2009 President
Barack Obama asked him to chair a review of Amer-
ican policy towards Afghanistan and Pakistan, and in
2011 he served as an expert advisor to the prosecution
of al-Qa’ida terrorist Omar Farooq Abdulmutallab in
Detroit. Riedel received his M.A. from Harvard Uni-
versity and the Royal College of Defense Studies in
London and his B.A. from Brown University. He is a
recipient of the Intelligence Medal of Merit and the
Distinguished Intelligence Career Medal.

David Roberts
QATAR

David Roberts is Director of the
Qatar office of the Royal United
Services Institute (RUSI). Rob-
erts has lived, worked, and studied
throughout the Middle East, in-
cluding nine months in Qatar con-
ducting research for his thesis. He has written several
book chapters on the Gulf, authored numerous edito-
rials, presented his work at international conferences,
and is regularly sought after for commentary by the
international print, television, and radio media. Roberts
holds an undergraduate degree in International Rela-
tions from the University of St. Andrews and a master’s
in Diplomacy from Nottingham University. He is cur-
rently completing his Ph.D., focusing on Qatar’s secu-
rity and international relations, at Durham University.

Charles Robertson
UNITED STATES

Charles Robertson is the Canon to
the Presiding Bishop of The Epis-
copal Church and Distinguished
Visiting Professor at the Gener-
al Theological Seminary in New
York. He serves on several national
and international boards, including the Governing
Board of the National Council of Churches and the
Anglican-Roman Catholic Theological Consultation.
Robertson is General Editor of the Studies in Episcopal



and Anglican Theology series through Peter Lang Pub-
lishing, and has also written many books and articles
including the upcoming SkyLight Illuminations vol-
ume, “The Book of Common Prayer: A Spiritual Trea-
sure Chest.”

Max Rodenbeck
UNITED STATES

Max Rodenbeck is the Chief Mid-
dle East Correspondent for 7he
Economist. He has served in this
position since 2000, covering the
region from Morocco to Iran, and
topics ranging from wars in Iraq
and Lebanon to radical Islam, Arabic pop culture, and
the ancient art of distilling arak. His book Cairo: The
City Victorious has been published in eight languag-
es. Rodenbeck grew up in Cairo, having moved there
when his father took up an academic position at The
American University in Cairo in the 1960s. He is a fre-
quent contributor to publications such as 7he New York
Review of Books, The New York Times, and Foreign Policy.

Josh Rogin
UNITED STATES

Josh Rogin is a Senior Correspon-
dent for Newsweek and The Daily
Beast. Until last month, he wrote
the daily Web column 7he Cable,
focusing on national security and
foreign policy issues, for Foreign
Policy, which also appeared bi-weekly in the print edi-
tion of 7he Washington Post. Previously, Rogin covered
defense and foreign policy as a staff writer for the Con-
gressional Quarterly, writing extensively on Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Guantdénamo Bay, U.S.-Asia relations, de-
fense budgeting and appropriations, and the defense
lobbying and contracting industries. Prior to that, he
covered military modernization, cyber warfare, space,
and missile defense for Federal Computer Week maga-
zine. He has also served as Pentagon Staff Reporter for
the Asahi Shimbun, Japan’s leading daily newspaper, in
its Washington, D.C., bureau, where he reported on
U.S.-Japan relations, Chinese military modernization,
and the North Korean nuclear crisis. Rogin graduat-
ed from The George Washington University’s Elliott
School of International Affairs.

Laura Rozen
UNITED STATES

Laura Rozen writes the Back Chan-
nel news-blog for Al-Monitor and
is a columnist for World Politics

Review. She previously served as
senior foreign policy reporter for
Politico and Yahoo! News and wrote
the Cable blog for Foreign Policy magazine. Rozen has
reported from the Balkans, Russia, and Turkey. Her
reporting has been published by 7he Boston Globe, the
Los Angeles Times, The Washington Post, The Christian
Science Monitor, the Forward, Tablet, National Journal,
Mother Jones, The American Prospect, and Washington
Monthly. She has appeared as a guest on CNN, NPR,
the BBC, MSNBC, and other news outlets. Rozen re-
ceived her Master in Public Administration from the

Harvard Kennedy School.

Natan Sachs
UNITED STATES

Natan Sachs is a Fellow at the Sa-
ban Center for Middle East Policy
at the Brookings Institution. He is
also an Adjunct Assistant Professor
at the Security Studies Program at
Georgetown University’s School
of Foreign Service. Before joining Brookings, Sachs
was a Fulbright Fellow in Indonesia, where he con-
ducted quantitative research on the effects of religious
and national identity on inter-ethnic relations, and a
Hewlett Fellow at Stanford’s Center on Democracy,
Development, and the Rule of Law (CDDRL). His
work currently focuses on Israel’s foreign policy and
domestic politics, and the Arab-Israeli conflict. He is
currently writing a book on the domestic politics of
Israeli foreign policy, with an emphasis on the inter-
play of grand-strategy and party politics. Sachs holds
a Ph.D. in Political Science from Stanford University.

v Abdullah Saeed

‘ AUSTRALIA

Abdullah Saeed is the Director of
the National Centre of Excellence
for Islamic Studies and Sultan
of Oman Professor of Arab and
Islamic Studies at the Universi-
ty of Melbourne, Australia. His
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publications cover Islam and human rights, Qur'anic
hermeneutics, Islam in the West, and reform of Islam-
ic education and Islamic law. Among his publications
are Islam and Human Rights; Islamic Political Thought
and Governance; The Quran: An Introduction; Inter-
preting the Qur'an: Towards a Contemporary Approach;
Islamic Banking and Interest; and Freedom of Religion,
Apostasy and Islam. Saeed is a member of the UNES-
CO Commission of Australia of the Department of
Foreign Affairs of Australia and a Fellow of the Aus-
tralian Academy of Humanities. He was awarded the
Order of Australia in 2013 for his contribution to the
development of Islamic Studies and interfaith activi-
ties. Saeed received his Ph.D. in Islamic Studies and
M.A. in Applied Linguistics, both from the University
of Melbourne, and his B.A. in Arab and Islamic Stud-
ies in Saudi Arabia.

Lutforahman Saeed
AFGHANISTAN

Lutforahman Saeed is the Coun-
try Director of the Legal Educa-
tion Support Program in Afghan-
istan and a Professor at Kabul
University’s Shari’a Faculty since
1994. Prior to this position, he
worked at the Afghanistan Supreme Court. He has
published numerous articles in a variety of languag-
es and is co-writer of the Afghanistan government’s
Religious Affairs Sector Strategy and is the editor for
the Justice Sector Strategy as well. Saeed has attended
numerous and international conferences. He studied
Islamic Law at Kabul University Shari’a Faculty and
received his LL.M. from the University of Washing-
ton Law School.

Neha Sahgal
UNITED STATES

Neha Sahgal is a Senior Research-
er at the Pew Research Center’s
Forum on Religion & Public
Life, specializing in internation-
al polling, particularly on topics
related to interreligious relations
and political Islam. In addition, Sahgal works on all
aspects of the Pew Forum’s domestic survey research.
Prior to joining the Pew Forum, she was an analyst at
Ventana Research in Pleasanton, California, and The
Asia Foundation in San Francisco. Sahgal received her
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Ph.D. in Government and Politics, with a concentra-
tion in the Comparative Politics of the Middle East
and South Asia, from The University of Maryland.
Her dissertation examines alliance building among Is-
lamist, secular, and leftist opposition groups in Egypt

and Pakistan. She received her B.A. in Political Sci-
ence from the College of Wooster in Wooster, Ohio.

Ridha Saidi

TUNISIA

Ridha Saidi is Minister Delegate
to the Prime Minister of Tunisia,
in charge of economic and social
affairs. He coordinates the work of
all ministerial departments dealing
with economic and social issues and
leads cabinet meetings in the Prime Minister’s absence.
Saidi coordinated the economic and social components
of Ennahdha’s electoral program in 2011. A member of
the executive bureau of Ennahdha between 1991 and
2007, he served 16 years in jail for his political activi-
ties. Saidi has spent most of his professional career in the
fields of energy, quality production, and political econ-
omy. He served as chairman of the northwest district of
the Tunisian Electricity and Gas Company. He devel-
oped an analytical study entitled “National Economy:
Reality and Prospects,” published in November 2012,
many parts of which were written while he was in jail.
Saidi is also the author of several articles on econom-
ic issues. He holds a master’s degree in Quality Man-
agement and Productivity and a degree in Engineering
from the National School of Engineers of Tunis.

Wafia Saifalnasr
LIBYA

Wafia Saifalnasar is the President
of the Prime Minister's Diwan
(Advisory Council) where she is
responsible for the electronic me-
dia and management of the Prime
Minister’s office. Saifalnasr is a
founding member of the Libyan Women’s Platform for
Peace, an organization dedicated to the inclusion of
women in the political and social space. Previously, she
served as president of the Tripoli Library and attend-
ed numerous domestic and international conferences
aimed at engaging Libyan civil society. With a focus
on development, stability, and employment issues,
Saifalnasr advocates for cooperation and collaborative



work in order to advance universal Libyan goals. Sai-
falnasr received her master’s in Software Engineering

and bachelor’s in Rights.

Amrullah Saleh
AFGHANISTAN

Amrullah Saleh is the Chief and
Founder of the Basej-e Mili (Green
Trend), a grassroots organization
that strongly favors democracy and
reform in Afghanistan. Previously,
Saleh was appointed by President
Hamid Karzai to serve as head of the Afghan Intel-
ligence Service National Directorate of Security from
2004-2010. Saleh participated in leading intelligence
operations of the United Front on the ground during
the war in Afghanistan toppling the Taliban regime.
He previously assisted the United Front in the late
1990s when he was appointed by Ahmad Shah Mas-
soud. In 1997, Saleh was appointed to lead Massoud’s
international liaison office at the Afghan Embassy in
Dushanbe, Tajikistan, where he coordinated non-gov-
ernmental (humanitarian) organizations and was a
liaison partner for foreign intelligence agencies. He
has written extensively on security, democracy, and Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan relations. Saleh received an honor-
ary Ph.D. in Political Science from Cleary University.

Mohammad Sammak
LEBANON

Mohammad Sammak is the Advi-
sor to the Mufti of Lebanon. He
also serves as Secretary General of
the Christian-Muslim Committee
for Dialogue, Secretary General of
the Islamic Permanent Committee,
and Secretary General of the Executive Committee of
the Christian-Muslim Arab Group. A prolific author,
he is a member of various professional journalistic so-
cieties, including The Union of Lebanese Writers and
the Union of Arab Journalists. In addition, he serves as
a member of the Lebanese National UNESCO Com-
mittee, and serves on the board of both Christian and
Islamic educational institutions. He is a political analyst
for Al-Ahram newspaper (Cairo), Al-lttihad Newspaper
(Abu Dhabi), and Almustagbal Newspaper (Beirut). He
has written and published 20 books on intra-Arab re-
lations, interreligious relations, minority affairs, politics

and religion, and the history of the Middle East.

David Saperstein
UNITED STATES

David Saperstein is the Director
of the Religious Action Center
of Reform Judaism. Described in
a Washington Post profile as the
“quintessential religious lobbyist
on Capitol Hill,” Rabbi Saperstein
represents the national Reform Jewish Movement to
Congress and the presidential administration. He heads

several national religious coalitions, including the Co-
alition to Preserve Religious Liberty. Saperstein serves
on the boards of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, National Religious Part-
nership on the Environment, People for the American
Way, and the World Bank’s World Faith Development
Dialogue. In 1999, Saperstein was elected as the first
Chair of the U.S. Commission on International Re-
ligious Freedom. In 2009, President Barack Obama
named him to the Presidents Advisory Council on
Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. Saper-
stein teaches seminars in First Amendment Church-
State Law and in Jewish Law at Georgetown University
Law School. He has appeared on a number of television
news and talk shows, and his articles have appeared in
The Washington Post, The New York Times, and the Har-
vard Law Review. His latest book is Jewish Dimensions

of Social Justice: Tough Moral Choices of Our Time.

Negina Sawez
UNITED STATES

Negina Sawez is a Program Officer at the Bureau of
Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor at the U.S.
Department of State, focusing on Egypt, Iraq, and
Syria, working directly with civil society activists and
government officials to support the transition process
and promote human rights in the region. Prior to this
position, Sawez focused on Middle East North Africa
programming for several USAID implementers, spe-
cifically concentrating on gender-based violence, child
protection, and refugee assistance and reintegration.
Sawez served as assistant chief of party in Baghdad for
the United States Institute of Peace from 2009-2011.
She has a master’s in Public Health and Develop-
ment from The George Washington University with
a focus on mental health and psychosocial support in
post-conflict and transitional societies.
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Cynthia P. Schneider
UNITED STATES

Cynthia P Schneider is a Nonresi-
dent Senior Fellow in the Project
on U.S. Relations with the Islam-
ic World at Brookings. She leads
the Arts and Culture Initiative in
the Saban Center for Middle East

Policy and teaches courses in Diplomacy and Culture in

the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown Universi-
ty. Schneider also has a research fellowship from the USC
Center on Public Diplomacy to write on the impact of
arts, culture, and media in Afghanistan and Pakistan.
From 1998 until 2001, she served as U.S. Ambassador
to the Netherlands, during which time she led initiatives
in cultural diplomacy, biotechnology, cyber security, and
education. In 2001, she was awarded the Office of the
Secretary of Defense Exceptional Public Service Award.
Schneider serves on the board of directors of Wesley
Theological Seminary, Imagine Schools, and the Sandy
Spring Museum, and the advisory boards of the Insti-
tute of Cultural Diplomacy, the Sustainable Preservation
Initiative, and Singapore Technologies Telemedia. She

received her B.A. and Ph.D. from Harvard University.

David Sedney
UNITED STATES

David Sedney was Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Afghani-
stan, Pakistan and Central Asia in
the Office of the Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Asian and Pacific
Security Affairs from 2009-2013
and Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for East Asia
from 2007-2009. He served as Deputy Chief of Mission
at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing from 2004-2007. From
2003-2004 Sedney was Deputy Chief of Mission at the
U.S. Embassy in Kabul, where he was Charge d’Affaires
from August-November 2003. Sedney was also Deputy
Chief of Mission in Kabul in 2002, after the re-opening
of the embassy. He is a graduate of Princeton University
and Suffolk University School of Law. He has received
the Secretary of Defense Medal for Meritorious Civil-
ian Service, the Department of State’s Superior Honor
Award six times, and Department of State’s Meritorious
Honor Award twice. He attended Louisiana State Uni-
versity’s School of Law where he studied Law of the Sea
and International Law. Sedney is a distinguished gradu-
ate of the National War College.
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Daniel Serwer
UNITED STATES

Daniel Serwer is a Senior Research
Professor of Conflict Manage-
ment, as well as a Senior Fellow at
the Center for Transatlantic Rela-
tions, at The Paul H. Nitze School
of Advanced International Studies,
Johns Hopkins University. In addition, he is a Schol-
ar at the Middle East Institute. His current interests
focus on the instruments needed to protect U.S. na-

tional security as well as transition and state-building
in the Middle East, North Africa, and the Balkans.
Formerly vice president for Centers of Peacebuild-
ing Innovation at the United States Institute of Peace
(USIP), he led teams there working on rule of law,
religion, economics, media, technology, security sec-
tor governance, and gender. He also served as vice
president for Peace and Stability Operations at USID,
where he led its peacebuilding work in Iraq, Afghan-
istan, Sudan, and the Balkans and served as executive
director of the Hamilton/Baker Iraq Study Group. He
was a minister-counselor at the Department of State,
serving from 1994 to 1996 as U.S. special envoy and
coordinator for the Bosnian Federation, mediating
between Croats and Muslims and negotiating the
first agreement reached at the Dayton peace talks. He
earned his Ph.D. from Princeton University.

Tarek M. Shaalan
EGYPT

Tarek Shaalan is the Head of the
Economic Committee for the Al-
Watan political party in Egypt,
the Development Advisor at the
Ministry of Planning, and a Gov-
ernment Advisory Board member
for the Suez Canal Development Project. Shaalan is
an Associate Professor at The American University in
Cairo and is a senior advisor for global logistics and
supply chain management. He was the former pro-
gram director for the Industrial and Service Engineer-
ing and Management Program at Nile University. He
is a certified six sigma black belt professional from
the American Society for Quality Professionals since
2006. He has over eighteen years of industry experi-
ence, and has worked in multinational companies all
over the globe.




Salman Shaikh
QATAR

Salman Shaikh is the Director of
the Brookings Doha Center and
a Fellow at the Saban Center for
Middle East Policy at Brookings.
He worked with the United Na-
tions for nearly a decade, primarily
on Middle East policy, as the special assistant to the
UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace
Process and as Political Adviser to the UN Secretary
General’s Personal Representative for Lebanon during
the 2006 war. He also served as the Director for Policy
and Research in the Office of Her Highness Sheikha
Mozah Bint Nasser Al-Missned, the Consort of the

Emir of Qatar, where he led a team of research ana-

lysts dedicated to advising on policy options and the
initiatives of Her Highness. Shaikh earned his M.A. in
International Relations from Canterbury University
and his B.A. in Politics and Economics from Lough-

borough University.

Ibrahim Sharqieh
QATAR

Ibrahim Shargich is Deputy Di-
rector of the Brookings Doha
Center and Adjunct Professor at
Georgetown University in Qatar.
Sharqieh previously served as se-
nior project director at The Acad-
emy for Educational Development (AED), where he
managed international development projects in sev-
eral Arab countries. He has published extensively on
conflict resolution in the MENA region, with articles
appearing in 7he New York Times, Financial Times,
Foreign Policy, CNN, Christian Science Monitor, Al-
jazeera, and the Philadelphia Inquirer. Widely quoted
on Middle East politics in Reuters and the Associated
Press, he is a frequent commentator on news chan-
nels, including NPR, CNN, Al Jazeera (English and
Arabic), and BBC. Sharqich received his Ph.D. from
George Mason University in Conflict Analysis and
Resolution in 2006.

Samer S. Shehata
UNITED STATES

Samer Shehata is an Associate Pro-
fessor of International and Area
Studies, and Middle East Pro-
grams Coordinator, at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma. He was previ-
ously assistant professor of Arab
Politics at Georgetown University. He is the author
of Shop Floor Culture and Politics in Egypr (2009), the
editor of Islamist Politics in the Middle East (2012),
and his work has also appeared in numerous academic
and policy journals. He has received fellowships from
the Ford Foundation, the Woodrow Wilson Interna-
tional Center for Scholars, and the Carnegie Corpora-
tion. He has testified before the U.S. Congress and is
frequently interviewed about Egypt and Middle East
politics by a wide range of media. Shehata obtained
his Ph.D. in Politics from Princeton University, his
M.Phil. in Social Theory from Cambridge University,
and his B.A. in Political Science and Middle Eastern
Studies from the University of California, Berkeley.

Chris Shields
UNITED STATES

Chris Shields is a Partner in En-
Tech Holdings and FN.org, a me-
dia and technology incubator and
charitable trust. FN is focused on
cultural exchange as catalyst for so-
cio-economic development and an
antidote to radical extremism and sectarian violence.
The organization most recently helped launch the
Festival in Exile, a global tolerance campaign seeded
from the acclaimed but now exiled Festival au Desert
of Timbuktu. Shields” entrepreneurial work includes
the founding of and investment in companies such as
EnTech, Shoreline Media, and the Festival Network,
where he oversaw the largest portfolio of international
festivals from the Paris, Newport, and New York Jazz
Festivals to the Olympic Games. Shields is a regular
panelist at the United Nations, the Billboard Confer-
ence, the Africa Festival, and the Doha Forum. He re-
ceived a B.A. from Columbia University and studied
jazz theory at the Berklee College of Music.
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Sultana Siddiqui
PAKISTAN

Sultana Siddiqui is the Founder
and President of HUM TV Net-
work, one of the top 25 compa-
nies acknowledged by the Karachi
Stock Exchange. She is the first
woman in South Asia to establish
a television station, and under her direction HUM
TV has received Pakistan’s prestigious Lux Award four

years in a row for its drama programming. Siddiqui
has also produced children’s programming, musical
performances, telefilms, serials, and social and profes-
sional documentaries. Prior to HUM TV, Siddiqui was
a producer at the Pakistan Television Karachi Center
(PTV). Siddiqui has won numerous awards, including
the Best Producer of a Drama Serial, Best Producer
of a Music Production, the Hazrat Khadijat ul Kubra
Award, Women of Vision Award, Nigar Award, the
Gold Medal Award, Sindh Graduates Association
Award, and the Pride of Performance Award from the
Government of Pakistan. Her work is well known for
its attention to social issues and its focus on female
empowerment. Siddiqui has represented Pakistan in
numerous international workshops and seminars.

Tad Stahnke
UNITED STATES

Tad Stahnke is the Director of
Policy and Programs at Human
Rights First. Prior to joining Hu-
man Rights First in 2008, Stahnke
worked at the U.S. Commission
on International Religious Free-
dom from 2000 to 2007, where he served as deputy
executive director for Policy, as well as acting executive
director in 2002 and 2007. He led the Commission’s
effort on strengthening U.S. foreign policy in advanc-
ing the right to freedom of religion and belief. He par-
ticipated in fact-finding missions in Asia, Europe, and
the Middle East, and served on official U.S. delega-
tions to human rights conferences of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the Unit-
ed Nations. Stahnke is the 2013 recipient of the Na-
tional First Freedom Award. He was a research fellow
and lecturer at Columbia Law School and earned his
J.D. from Columbia Law School, his M.A. in Urban
Planning from New York University, and B.A. in Met-
ropolitan Studies from New York University.
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Arsalan Suleman
UNITED STATES

Arsalan Suleman serves as Deputy
U.S. Special Envoy to the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation.
Arsalan assists U.S. Special Envoy
Rashad Hussain in the administra-

tion’s efforts to deepen and expand
the partnerships President Barack Obama announced
in Cairo, Egypt, in June 2009. Suleman graduat-
ed from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign
Service with a B.S. in Foreign Service as an Interna-
tional Security Studies major and with a Certificate
in Muslim-Christian Understanding. As a George
Mitchell Scholar, he earned a master’s degree in Inter-
national Peace Studies from Trinity College, Dublin.
His J.D. is from Harvard Law School, where he pub-
lished several articles on national security and law and
was a fellow with the Harvard Negotiation Research
Project. After law school, Arsalan clerked for Judge
Miriam Cedarbaum, a federal district court judge in
the Southern District of New York, and worked as a
litigation associate at the law firm of Debevoise and
Plimpton LLP.

Haris Tarin
UNITED STATES

Haris Tarin is the Washington,
D.C., Director of the Muslim
Public Affairs Council (MPACQ),
where he engages various agencies
within government including the
White House, Department of Jus-
tice, Department of State, Department of Homeland
Security, and offices on Capitol Hill. Recently, Tarin
was chosen as one of three young Americans to discuss
policy issues with President Barack Obama, where he
conversed with the President on topics such as national
security, the American Muslim community, and civic
engagement. Tarin has spoken at various domestic and
international conferences and addressed media outlets
on topics such as Islam and governance, the American
Muslim identity, U.S.-Muslim world relations, the role
of American Muslim institutions in policy formation,
religion and public life, and civic engagement. Tarin is
Co-Founder of the Ehsan Center, a multigenerational
American Muslim community established in Southern
California to develop an indigenous American Muslim
identity and experience. He is the author of MPAC’s



special report, “Introduction to Muslim America.” He
received his undergraduate degree in Liberal Stud-
ies/Education at the California State University of
Northridge and is currently pursuing his graduate
work at the Center for Muslim-Christian Understand-
ing at Georgetown University.

Shibley Telhami
UNITED STATES

Shibley Telhami is the Nonres-
ident Senior Fellow at the Saban
Center at the Brookings Institu-
tion and is also the Anwar Sadat
Professor for Peace and Develop-
ment at the University of Mary-
land, College Park. He has taught at a number of uni-
versities, including Princeton, Ohio State University,
and Cornell University. Among numerous publica-
tions is his best-selling book, 7he Stakes: America and
the Middle East. Recent publications include 7he Peace
Puzzle: Americas Quest for Arab-Israeli Peace: 1989-
2011 (2012), co-authored with Daniel Kurtzer, and
The World Through Arab Eyes: Arab Public Opinion and
the Reshaping of the Middle East (2013). He is a mem-
ber of the Council on Foreign Relations and serves on
the board of several educational and non-governmen-
tal organizations. Telhami received his Ph.D. from the
University of California, Berkeley.

Knox Thames
UNITED STATES

Knox Thames is the Director of
Policy at the U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom,
an independent U.S. government
advisory body that monitors re-
ligious freedom worldwide and
makes policy recommendations to the President, the
Secretary of State, and the Congress. Before the Com-
mission, Thames worked at the U.S. Department
of State and the U.S. Commission on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (the Helsinki Commission).
Thames is a Member of the State Department Reli-
gion and Foreign Policy Working Group, an Advi-
sory Council member with the Cambridge Institute
on Religion and Global Affairs, and a term member
with the Council on Foreign Relations. From 2004
through 2012, he was a U.S. appointee to the OSCE
Panel of Experts on Freedom of Religion. Thames is

an author of numerous articles on a range of human
rights and foreign policy issues, being featured in
Small Wars Journal, the Yale Journal of International
Affairs, and ForeignPolicy.com.

Jihad Turk
UNITED STATES

{ Jihad Turk is President-Designate
of Bayan Claremont, an Islamic
graduate school designed to edu-
cate Muslim scholars and religious
leaders. He was a founding board
member of Claremont Lincoln
University, a multi-religious university. His field of re-
search focuses on Islamic Law with an emphasis on #su/
al-figh (jurisprudence) and theology. Turk engages in
interfaith dialogue and serves on several interfaith and
peace organization boards. He was featured in Zravel-
ing with Jihad, a documentary about the Abrahamic
faiths. Additionally, he has been featured in the Los An-
geles Times and has appeared on CNN and the History
Channel representing Islam. His current interests also
include identity formation in the American Muslim
community, Islamic reform movements, and commu-
nity leadership and development with a focus on youth.

Asma T. Uddin
UNITED STATES

Asma T. Uddin is a Legal Fellow
at the Institute for Social Poli-
cy and Understanding and Legal
Counsel at The Becket Fund for
Religious Liberty. Uddin joined
The Becket Fund in 2009 after
practicing commercial litigation at prestigious nation-
al law firms for several years. She is also the Founder
and Editor-in-Chief of the acclaimed altmuslimah.
com, a web magazine dedicated to issues on gender
and Islam. She has helped edit the book, A Muslim in
Victorian America, which was published in 2007 by
Oxford University Press. Uddin was also an associate
editor and legal columnist for Islamica Magazine. She
is an expert panelist for the Washington Post religion
blog, On Faith, and a contributor to Huffington Post
Religion, CNN’s Belief Blog, the Guardians Comment
is Free, and Common Ground News. Uddin received
her ].D. from the University of Chicago Law School.
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Antoine van Agtmael
UNITED STATES

Antoine van Agtmael is a Senior
Adpviser at Garten Rothkopf, a pub-
lic policy advisory firm in Washing-
ton, D.C. He was a founder, CEO,
and CIO of Emerging Markets
Management LLC (and later chair-
man of AshmoreEMM), a leading investment manage-

ment firm for emerging market equities. He was also a
founding director of the Strategic Investment Group.
Before founding EMM in 1987, van Agtmael was dep-
uty director of the Capital Markets department of the
International Finance Corporation (IFC), the private
sector-oriented affiliate of the World Bank. He was also
a division chief in the World Bank’s borrowing oper-
ations, managing director of Thailand’s leading mer-
chant bank TISCO, and vice president at Bankers Trust
Company. While at IFC, he coined the term “emerg-
ing markets” and founded the IFC Emerging Markets
Database. He was an adjunct professor at Georgetown
Law Center and taught at the Harvard Institute of Poli-
tics and Thammasat University, Bangkok. He is Chair-
man of the NPR Foundation, a member of the board
of NPR, and Chairman of its Investment Committee.
He is also a Trustee of The Brookings Institution and
Co-Chairman of its International Advisory Council.
He is on the President’s Council on International Ac-
tivities at Yale University and the Advisory Council
of Johns Hopkins University’s Paul H. Nitze School
of Advanced International Studies. Van Agtmael is a
member of the Council on Foreign Relations. He holds
an M.B.A. from New York University, an M.A. in Rus-
sian and Eastern European Studies from Yale Univer-
sity, and a B.A. (Econ. Cand.) in Economics from the
Netherlands School of Economics.

Wan Saiful Wan Jan
MALAYSIA

Wan Saiful Wan Jan is the Found-
ing Chief Executive of the Insti-
tute for Democracy and Economic
Affairs and Director of Center for
British Teachers Education, Ma-
laysia. From 1993 until 2009, he
worked for several organizations in the United King-
dom, including the Commonwealth Policy Studies
Unit, the British Conservative Party’s Research Depart-
ment, and Social Enterprise London. In May 2007,
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he contested in the United Kingdom local elections as
a Conservative Party candidate. Wan Jan is also Vice
President of the Istanbul Network for Liberty and a
member of the Mont Pelerin Society. He is contribut-
ing writer for 7he Edge and Singapore Straits Times. His
opinions have been featured in various media outlets,
including 7he Economist, The Wall Street Journal, Reu-
ters, BBC TV, BBC Radio, and Al Jazeera.

Jerry White
UNITED STATES

Jerry White is the Deputy Assistant
| Secretary of State in the Bureau
of Conflict and Stabilization Op-
erations, where he is responsible
for the Burma and Libya portfoli-
os, as well as the offices of Policy,
Partnerships, and Training. He co-chairs the State De-
partment’s sub-working group on religion and conflict
mitigation, directing outreach to diverse civil society
leaders and religious actors working to break cycles of
violence. A social entrepreneur and senior Ashoka Fel-
low, White has helped train next-generation leadership
in scores of countries to transform highly contentious
issues into opportunities in order to unify communi-
ties, generate jobs, and build stability and hope. White
is the first Irish Catholic to graduate magna cum laude
with honors in Judaic Studies from Brown University.

%y ( Tamara Cofman Wittes
- UNITED STATES

Tamara Cofman Wittes is a Senior
Fellow and the Director of the Sa-
ban Center for Middle East Policy
at Brookings, where she directs and
conducts research regarding politi-
cal and economic reform, as well as
U.S. efforts to promote democracy in the Middle East.
Previously, Wittes served as Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State for Near Eastern Affairs from November of
2009 to January 2012, coordinating U.S. policy on
democracy and human rights in the Middle East for
the State Department. In addition, Wittes oversaw the
Middle East Partnership Initiative and served as Dep-
uty Special Coordinator for Middle East Transitions.
Previously, Wittes served as a Middle East specialist
at the U.S. Institute of Peace and as the director of
programs at the Middle East Institute. She also taught
courses in international relations and security studies



at Georgetown University. Wittes is a recipient of the
Rabin-Peres Peace Award, established by President Bill
Clinton in 1997. She is a member of the Council on
Foreign Relations and Women in International Secu-
rity. Wittes holds a B.A. in Judaic and Near Eastern
Studies from Oberlin College, and an M.A. and Ph.D.

in Government from Georgetown University.

James Wuye
NIGERIA

James Wuye is an Assemblies of
God Pastor and Co-Executive Di-
rector with of the Interfaith Medi-
ation Centre of the Muslim-Chris-
tian Dialogue in Kaduna State, Ni-
geria. He is also Chief of Party of
the U.S. Agency for International Development-funded
TOLERANCE project. Working together with Imam
Muhammad Ashafa at the Interfaith Mediation Centre,
Wuye has designed a strategy to both prevent religious
and political violence and resolve it when it happens.
He adopts faith based approach in his peace work that
began in 1995. Wuye has been featured in a number
of documentary films on conflict resolution, including
The Imam and the Pastor, An African Answer, and Be-
yond 2000. He has assisted organizations in Northern
Ireland, Rwanda, and Sudan and Native American com-
munities in the United States. In April 2013, the center
won First Prize for a February event marking the 2013
World Interfaith Harmony Week. Wuye has won the
2013 Hessian Peace Prize, the Fondation Chirac Prize
for Conflict Prevention, and the Millennium Peace Ac-
tivist Award of the Tanenbaum Center of Interreligious
Understanding. He received an honorary doctorate in
Law from the University of Massachusetts in 2012 and
an honorary doctorate in Interfaith Development from
the University of Glasgow in 2010.

Bilkisu Yusuf
NIGERIA

Bilkisu Yusuf is an Advisor to the
President of Nigeria on interna-
tional affairs, a Columnist for the
Daily Trust newspaper, and Exec-
utive Director of AdvocacyNige-
ria, a movement working for the
reduction of maternal and child mortality. Yusuf is a
founding member of several NGOs, including Wom-
en in Nigeria (WIN) and the Federation of Muslim

Women’s Association (FOMWAN). She began her
career as an information officer in the Ministry of In-
formation in Kano and worked briefly as a program
producer at Radio Kano. She served as the editor of
three national newspapers, 7he Triumph in Kano, and
The New Nigerian and Citizen Magazine in Kaduna.
She earned a master’s in Political Science from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and an advanced
diploma in Journalism from the Moscow Institute of
Journalism and International Relations, Moscow. Yu-

suf earned a B.Sc. at Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.

Huma Yusuf
UNITED KINGDOM

Huma Yusuf is an award-winning
journalist and columnist for Paki-
stan's Dawn newspaper and is cur-
rently writing a book on the role of
community radio stations in Paki-
stan’s northern and tribal areas. She
is also launching a first-of-its-kind webzine, the goal
of which is to provide an alternate forum where jour-
nalists and academics can publish articles on Pakistani
society and culture that lie at the intersection of report-
age and scholarly research. Yusuf was the 2010-2011
Pakistan Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson Center in
Washington, D.C. and has completed reports on re-
lated topics for the Open Society Foundations, BBC
Media Action, and the United States Institute of
Peace. She specializes in human rights reporting and
has addressed subjects such as low-income housing,
‘honor’ killings, gang wars, and the state’s ineffective
prosecution of rape cases. Her writing garnered the
UNESCO/Pakistan Press Foundation Gender in Jour-
nalism 2005 Award and the European Commission’s
2006 Natali Lorenzo Prize for Human Rights Jour-
nalism. Yusuf received her M.Sc. from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology in Comparative Media
Studies and her undergraduate degree from Harvard
in English and American Literatures and Languages.

Mabhir Zeynalov
TURKEY

Mahir Zeynalov is a Foreign Affairs
Correspondent with Zodays Zaman
-) (Turkey). He is also Managing Edi-

: tor of Caucasus International Maga-
m zine. Previously, Zeynalov was a cor-

respondent for the Los Angeles Times.
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Dalia Ziada
EGYPT

Dalia Ziada is the Executive Direc-
tor of the Ibn Khaldun Center for
Development Studies, one of the
oldest nongovernmental organiza-
tions advocating for human rights
and civil freedoms in the Arab
world. Previously, Ziada worked for the American Is-

lamic Congress for six years as the founding director
of its Egypt Bureau. After Egypt’s 2011 revolution,
Ziada co-founded the El-Adl political party and ran
for parliament. An Egyptian human rights activist,
she was named by Newsweek in 2011 and 2012 as one
of the World’s Most Influential and Fearless Women,
and one of CNN’s 2012 Arab World’s Eight Agents
of Change, and was selected by 7he Daily Beast as
one of world’s Bravest Bloggers in 2011. She received
the 2011 Tufts University Presidential Award for civil
work and in 2010 was awarded the Anna Lindh Eu-
ro-Mediterranean Journalist Award. Ziada received
her M.A. in International Relations from The Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University.
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Susan L. Ziadeh
UNITED STATES

Susan L. Ziadeh was sworn in as
U.S. Ambassador to Qatar on Sep-
tember 12, 2011, for what is her
eighth tour of duty in the Mid-
dle East. A career member of the
Senior Foreign Service, Ziadeh’s
early postings included stints in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait
,and Jordan, and service as cultural officer and then
vice-consul at the consulate in Jerusalem in the mid-
1990s. In Washington from 2001 to 2003, Ziadeh was
responsible for the Jordan desk, and was acting deputy
director of the Office for Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon.
From 2004 to 2007 she served as the Deputy Chief of
Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Bahrain. From 2007
to 2009, she was the public affairs counselor and then
official spokesperson at the U.S. Embassy in Iraq. Zia-
deh returned to Riyadh as Deputy Chief of Mission
at the U.S. Embassy from September 2009 to May
2011. She holds a B.A. in Near Eastern Languages
and Civilizations from the University of Washington,
an M.A. from the American University of Beirut, and
a Ph.D. in Middle Eastern History from the Univer-
sity of Michigan. She also holds an M.S. in National
Security Studies from the National War College, Na-

tional Defense University.
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About the Brookings Project on U.S. Relations with the Islamic World

The Brookings Project on U.S. Relations with the
Islamic World is a research initiative housed in the
Saban Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings
Institution. The Project’s mission is to engage and
inform policymakers, practitioners and the broader
public on the changing dynamics within Muslim-ma-
jority countries and to advance relations between
Americans and Muslim societies around the world.

To fulfill this mission, the Project sponsors a range of
activities, research projects, and publications designed
to educate, encourage frank dialogue, and build posi-
tive partnerships between the United States and Mus-
lim states and communities around the world. The
broader goals of the Project include:

M Exploring the multi-faceted nature of the Unit-
ed States’ relationship with Muslim states and
communities, including issues related to mutual
misperceptions amongst societies;

M Analyzing the social, economic and political dy-
namics underway in Muslim states and communi-
ties around the world;

M Identifying areas for shared endeavors between the
United States and Muslim communities around
the world on issues of common concern.

To achieve these goals, the Project has several inter-
locking components:

B The U.S.-Islamic World Forum, which brings
together key leaders in politics, business, media,

academia, and civil society from the United States
and from throughout Muslim societies in Africa,
Asia, Europe, and the Middle East. The forum also
serves as a focal point for the Project’s ongoing re-
search and initiatives, providing the foundation for
a range of complementary activities designed to en-
hance dialogue and impact.

M An Analysis Paper Series that provides high-quality
research and publications on key questions facing
Muslim states and communities. Included in this is

research flowing from working groups engaged in
the U.S.-Islamic World Forum.

B Workshops, symposiums, and public and private
discussions with government officials and other key
stakeholders, focused on critical issues affecting the
relationship;

M Special initiatives in targeted areas of demand. In the
past these have included Arts and Culture, Science
and Technology, and Religion and Diplomacy.

The Project’s Steering Committee consists of Martin
Indyk, Vice President and Director of Foreign Policy
Studies; Tamara Wittes, Senior Fellow and Director
of the Saban Center; Bruce Riedel, Senior Fellow
in the Saban Center; Shibley Telhami, Nonresident
Senior Fellow in the Saban Center and Anwar Sadat
Chair for Peace and Development at the University of
Maryland; and Salman Shaikh, Fellow and Director
of the Brookings Doha Center.
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About the Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings
Charting the path to a Middle East at peace with itself and the world

Founded in 2002, the Saban Center for Middle East
Policy brings together the most expert, experienced
policy minds working on the region, and provides
policymakers and the public with objective, in-depth,
and timely research and analysis. Our mission is to
chart the path—political, economic, and social—to a
Middle East at peace with itself and the world. Cur-
rent research in the Center includes:

*  'The Palestinian-Israeli Deadlock — What
Fills the Void?

* A Changing Middle East — The Arab
Awakening and U.S. Strategy

*  Dolitics and Security in the Persian Gulf

e The Future of Al Qaeda and
Counterterrorism Policy

e US Relations with the Muslim World

The Saban Center was established on May 13, 2002
with an inaugural address by His Majesty King Ab-
dullah IT of Jordan. The Center was made possible by
a generous grant from Haim and Cheryl Saban of Los
Angeles, and is part of the Foreign Policy Studies Pro-
gram at Brookings, led by Ambassador Martin Indyk.
The Center upholds the Brookings values of Quality,
Independence, and Impact.

The Center is home to the Project on US Relations
with the Islamic World, which convenes a major inter-
national conference each year in Doha and a range of
activities to educate, foster frank dialogue, and build
positive partnerships among U.S. and Islamic com-
munities. The Center also houses the Brookings Doba
Center in Doha, Qatar—home to three permanent
scholars, visiting fellows, and a full range of policy-rel-
evant conferences and meetings.

Our team includes experienced and knowledgeable
scholars, collectively offering decades of experience
in government and in the field. Within the Center, a
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core group of experts conduct original research, bring-
ing keen insight and fresh perspectives to bear on the
critical challenges facing the Middle East today and
on the policy choices facing American and regional
decision makers. Their work is supplemented by non-
resident scholars across the Middle East.

Saban Center Scholars:
Tamara Cofman Wittes, Director
Daniel Byman, Director of Research
Michael Doran
Khaled Elgindy
Shadi Hamid, Brookings Doha Center
Suzanne Maloney
Kenneth M. Pollack
Natan Sachs
Salman Shaikh, Brookings Doha Center
Bruce Riedel

Non-resident Fellows:
Geneive Abdo, Stimson Center
Akbar Ahmed, American University
M] Akbar, India
Saad Eddin Ibrahim, Cairo
Stephen R. Grand, Washington, D.C.
Hisham Hellyer, Cairo
Mirette Mabrouk, Cairo
Peter Mandaville, George Mason University

Alisa Rubin Peled, Interdisciplinary Center,
Herzliya

Itamar Rabinovich, 7¢/ Aviv University
Cynthia Schneider, Georgetown University
Shibley Telhami, University of Maryland
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