
Foreword by John L. Thornton vii

Acknowledgments xiii

Introduction by Cheng Li xvii

part i
Political Development in Reform-Era China

1 Democracy Is a Good Thing 3

2 The Study of Political Science and Public 
Administration in China: An Overview 6

3 The Seventeenth Party Congress and the Agenda
for China’s Political Reforms 27

part ii
Social Transformation and Civil Society 

4 China’s Civil Society: Conceptual Definitions, 
Types, and Background 37

5 The Characteristics of Chinese Civil Society: 
Administrative Regulations and Institutional 
Environment 52

6 Civil Society Organizations: Challenges and Responses 75

v

Contents

00-9694-7 fm.qxd  12/3/08  12:44 PM  Page v



part iii
Culture, Modernity, and Sustainability

7 Culture and Modernity in the Chinese Intellectual 
Discourse: A Historical Perspective 93

8 The Transformation of Chinese Culture since the
Launching of Reform: A Historical Perspective 113

9 China’s Economic Modernization and Sustainability 134

10 Harmony between Man and Nature: China’s 
Environmental Practices and Challenges 140

part iv
Globalization and Governance

11 Preserving China’s Autonomy in the Era of Globalization 149

12 Federalism in Modern China: Concepts and Experiments 157

13 A Harmonious World and Global Governance: 
A Chinese Perspective 168

Notes 181

Further Reading: The Writings of Yu Keping 199

Index 207

vi contents

00-9694-7 fm.qxd  12/3/08  12:44 PM  Page vi


