
v

contents

foreword by Stephen G. Breyer	 vii

prologue	 xi

1	 Mr. Coleman Goes to Washington	 1

part i  the formative years
2	 Roots	 7
3	 Making Jewels out of Rough Diamonds	 15
4	 Home Sweet Home	 22
5	 School Days	 26
6	 Sibling Rivalries	 30
7	 College Years	 34

part ii  learning to be a good lawyer
8	 Harvard Law School	 43
9	 War	 56
10	 After the War	 69
11	 Clerking for the Good Judge	 73
12	 Justice Frankfurter	 78
13	 Life at the Supreme Court and in the Nation’s Capital	 87

part iii  new york, new york
14	 From the Ivory Tower to the Working World	 97
15	 American History in Black and White	 105
16	 Chipping away at Plessy	 116
17	 The Brown Team	 120

00-0488-1 fm.indd   5 9/9/10   8:27 PM



vi  /  Contents

part iv  a philadelphia lawyer
18 	 The City of Brotherly Love	 129
19 	 Expert in Relevance	 134
20 	 The Tipping Point	 143
21 	 Reargument, December 7, 1953	 150
22 	 With All Deliberate Speed	 156
23 	 Enforcing the Court’s Order	 161
24 	 A Lawyer’s Public Service Obligation	 168
25 	 Managing the Dilworth Litigation Department	 183
26 	 The Girard College Case	 193
27 	 The Legacy of Houston-Hastie-Marshall	 199
28 	 The Nixon Years	 205

part v  serving in the ford cabinet
29 	 Change in Course	 213
30 	 Cabinet-Style Government	 220
31 	 Getting to Know the Department of Transportation	 230
32 	 Making Transportation Policy	 245
33 	 The Decisionmaking Process	 258
34 	 A Time of Transition	 269

part vi  a washington lawyer
35 	 The Sun Also Rises in the East	 281
36 	 Building the Washington Practice	 289
37 	 The Bob Jones Case	 300
38 	 Supreme Court Practice	 309
39 	 The Robert Bork Hearings	 321
40 	 Is Race Still Relevant?	 335
41 	 Opportunities for Public Service	 342
42 	 Reflecting on Republicans and Race	 355
43 	 Counsel for the Situation	 366

epilogue	 377

acknowledgments	 379

chronology of the life of william t. coleman jr.	 381

principal cases cited	 388

bibliography	 390

notes		 397

index		 443

00-0488-1 fm.indd   6 9/9/10   8:27 PM


