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Robert Atkinson is founder and president of the Information
Technology and Innovation Foundation. He is a nonresident senior
fellow of the Brookings Institution’s Metropolitan Policy Program. His
work focuses on technology and innovation, surface transportation,
and regional economic development. He has an extensive background
in technology policy, has conducted ground-breaking research projects
on technology and innovation, is a valued adviser to state and national
policy makers, and a frequent speaker on innovation policy nationally and internationally.

Prior to joining Brookings, he was vice president and director of the Progressive Policy Institute,
executive director of the Rhode Island Economic Policy Council, project director of the former
Congressional Office of Technology Assessment, and director of the National Institute of Standards

and Technology.

His recent publications include the State New Economy Index series, Innovation Economics: The
Race for Global Advantage (Yale, 2012), and The Past And Future Of America’s Economy: Long
Waves Of Innovation That Power Cycles Of Growth (Edward Elgar, 2005).

He is also a board and/or advisory council member to a variety of institutions: Alliance for Public
Technology, Information Policy Institute, Internet Education Foundation, NanoBusiness Alliance,
NetChoice Coalition, Pacific Institute for Workforce Innovation, Americans for Computer Privacy,
and the University of Oregon Institute for Policy Research and Innovation. He is also an affiliated
expert for the New Millennium Research Council, chair of the Congressionally-created National
Surface Transportation Infrastructure Financing Commission, a member of the Task Force on
National Security in the Information Age, and an editorial board member of the Journal of Electronic

Government.
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