
vii

Contents

 Acknowledgments ix

 Preface xi

 1 Crimea: From Catherine the Great  

 to Vladimir the Gambler 1

 2 The End, or the Beginning, of History 11

 3 Putin’s March 18 History Lesson 19

 4 Kievan Rus’: The “First Russia” 28

 5 The Mongol Legacy: The Fall of Kiev and the Rise of Moscow 37

 6 The Star Tsars: Peter and Catherine 43

 7 A Ukrainian Volk Emerges, on Paper 61

 8 In Revolution, the Birth of Modern Ukraine 67

 9 Lenin and the “National Minorities” Conundrum 73

10 World War II: A Ukrainian Horror 81

11 Between 1945 and 1991 90

12 Yeltsin versus Gorbachev 102

13 “Ukraine Has Arrived!” 116

14 A Very Uncertain Future 140

15 The War in Ukraine 158

Kalb-Imperial Gamble_ab_i-xxii_1_287   7 7/16/15   2:44 PM



Contentsviii

16 The Tragedy of a Malaysian Airliner 173

17 “Master of the Taiga?” 188

18 Whither Ukraine?  Whither Russia? 212

19 A Look Back to Look Ahead 223

 Notes 251

 Index 277

Kalb-Imperial Gamble_ab_i-xxii_1_287   8 7/16/15   2:44 PM


