Elizabeth G. Ferris

POSITIONS HELD

2016

2015-

2006-2015

2008-2015

2003-2006

1999-2002

Senior Adviser, Office of the Global Summit on Large Movements of
Refugees and Migrants, United Nations Office of the Secretary-General.
New York. Deployed by Georgetown University and UNHCR. Responsible for
drafting the UN Secretary-General’s Report for the Summit, advising on refugee
protection issues, liaison with civil society and academia in preparing for the
Summit. (January-September)

Research Professor, Institute for the Study of International Migration,
Edmund Walsh School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University.
Responsible for various research projects, including serving as Principal
Investigator for Planned Relocations and supporting work on big data and
forecasting migration and longitudinal studies of internal displacement in Iraq.
Teaching graduate level course on humanitarian crises.

Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy at Brookings Institution and Co-Director of the
Brookings-LSE Project on Internal Displacement. Responsible for managing
the project—together with Co-Director of the Brookings-Bern Project on Internal
Displacement, Walter Kélin, Representative of the UN Secretary-General for the
Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons (2004—2010) and with his
successor, Chaloka Beyani, UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of
Internally Displaced Persons (2010—present) —including research and advocacy
on issues related to internally displaced persons.

Adjunct Associate Professor, Georgetown University. Teaching graduate level
course on humanitarian crises.

Team Coordinator, Diakonia and Solidarity, World Council of Churches.
Responsible for oversight of WCC’s work with development and humanitarian
response in all regions, including supervision of staff in Geneva, Lebanon, Fiji,
New York, Poland, and Croatia, management of the team’s budget, strategic
planning, relations with donor agencies, administration of projects, and
participation in the management of the Council; and advocacy, analysis and
networking on refugees, internally displaced people and forced migrants.

Programme Executive for International Relations, World Council of
Churches. Responsible for political analysis and development of WCC
responses on major international issues; for advocacy, analysis, and networking
on refugees, and internally displaced people; administration of approximately 75
projects serving displaced people in all regions of the world; advocacy and liaison



1993-1998

1991-1993

1985-91

1982-1985

1981-1982

1978-1980

with UNHCR, UNHCHR, I0M and other international organizations; drafting
statements by WCC governing bodies; and convening consultations on
international issues.

Director, Church World Service Immigration and Refugee Program.
Responsible for coordination and implementation of CWS refugee and
immigration programs, including resettlement, asylum, advocacy and
international concerns; oversight of $15 million budget; coordination of
development efforts; supervision of 100+ staff in offices in New York, Miami,
Washington and Nairobi; oversight of 40 affiliated offices and sub-offices
throughout the United States; liaison with broad range of other organizations,
including the United Nations, other non-governmental organizations, international
ecumenical partners, and US government; and serving as spokesperson on
refugees and immigration for the National Council of Churches.

Research Director, Life & Peace Institute, Uppsala, Sweden.

Responsible for the Institute’s research program, including conceptualizing and
implementing research projects on a wide range of issues related to war and
peace; supervising researchers and guest researchers at the Institute; monitoring
progress of around 50 researchers working with the Institute in different regions
and disciplines; developing the Institute’s research proposals and seeking
financial support for them; and representing the Institute at international
meetings.

Study and Interpretation Secretary, Refugee Service, World Council of
Churches, Geneva, Switzerland.

Responsible for research and policy development on global refugee issues,
administration of ecumenical refugee projects in Latin and North America,
coordination of advocacy efforts vis-a-vis international organizations, and liaison
with United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, other inter-governmental
and non-governmental organizations and churches.

Assistant Professor of Political Science, Lafayette College, Easton,
Pennsylvania.

Taught courses in Latin American and Third World Politics, International
Relations, Development, Women’s Studies, Social Science Research Methods.

Fulbright Professor, Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México (UNAM),
Mexico City.

Taught courses in International Relations, US-Latin American Relations; also
served as adjunct professor at the Universidad de las Américas, Puebla, Mexico.

Visiting Assistant Professor of Political Science, Miami University, Oxford,
Ohio.



Taught graduate and undergraduate courses in Comparative Politics and
International Relations.

1976-1978  Assistant Professor, Pembroke State University, Pembroke, North Carolina.
Taught courses in International Relations, Comparative and US Politics.



ACADEMIC DEGREES

Ph.D. 1976 University of Florida. Political Science with specialization in International
Relations and Latin American Studies. Dissertation: “A Comparative Study of Latin
American Foreign Policy: National Support for the Andean Pact.”

M.A. 1972 University of Florida in Latin American Studies.

B.A. 1971 Duke University, History, magna cum laude.

LANGUAGES

English (mother tongue)
Spanish (fluent); French, Portuguese, Swedish (basic)

FIELD EXPERIENCE

Extensive travel in Africa, Asia, Middle East, Latin America, North America, Europe and the
Pacific for purposes of assessing refugee and displaced situations; monitoring programmatic
developments; liaising with local partners and NGOs; advocating on behalf of refugees and IDPs
with government and UN agencies; teaching; and participation in academic conferences.

Field research carried out in many countries, most recently in Lebanon, Turkey and Jordan in
2013 and Colombia in 2014.

PUBLICATIONS:

Books:

Consequences of Chaos: Syrian Displacement and the Failure to Protect, with Kemal Kirisci,
Brookings Institution Press, 2016.

From Responsibility to Response: Assessing National Approaches to Internal Displacement,
with Erin Mooney and Chareen Stark, Brookings-LSE Project on Internal Displacement, 2011.

The Politics of Protection: The Limits of Humanitarian Action. Washington, DC: Brookings
Institution Press, 2011.

Beyond Borders: Refugees, Migrants and Human Rights in the Post-Cold War Era. Geneva:
World Council of Churches, 1993.

Uprooted: Refugees and Forced Migrants. New York: Friendship Press, 1998.
The Central American Refugees. New York: Praeger, 1987.

Refugees in World Politics. Edited. New York: Praeger, 1985.



The Dynamics of Latin American Foreign Policies: Challenges for the 1980s. Edited with
Jennie K. Lincoln. Boulder: Westview Press, 1984.

Latin American Foreign Policies: Global and Regional Dimensions. Edited with Jennie K.
Lincoln. Boulder: Westview Press, 1981.

Selected Articles and Monographs

“Soft law, migration and climate change governance,” with Jonas Bergmann. Journal of Human
Rights and the Environment, ed. by Jeanette Schade, 2017 (forthcoming)

“Humanitarian protection perspectives for disaster risk reduction including climate change
adaptation” Handbook of Disaster Risk Reduction Including Climate Change Adaptation Ed. by
Ilan Kelman, Jessica Mercer, JC Gaillard. Routledge. 2016.

“Governance and climate change-induced mobility: international and regional frameworks” in
Climate Change, Migration and Human Rights: Law and Policy Perspectives, ed. by Dimitra
Manou and Anja Mihr, Routledge 2016.

“International Responsiblity, Protection, and Displacement: Exploring the Connections between
R2P, refugees and internally displaced persons,” Global Responsibility to Protect, vol. 8, no. 4
ed. by Alex Bellamy, 2016

“The relevance of the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement for climate change-migration
nexus,” Research Handbook on Climate Change, Migration and the Law, ed. by Francois
Crepeau and Benoit Mayer. Edward Elg. Publications, 2017.

“Syrian Refugees in Turkey: Challenges and Impact on Turkey’s Regional Policies,” in The AKP
and Turkish Foreign Policy in the Middle East, Middle East Centre, London School of
Economics, vol. 5, April 2016 pp. 25-30.
http://eprints.Ise.ac.uk/66139/1/Kaya_AKPForeignPolicy 2016.pdf

Displacement and Statelessness,”International Affairs Forum,” vol.1, issue 1, Winter 2016, pp.
79-81. http://www.ia-forum.org/Files/QNEMHW.pdf

Not Likely to Go Home: Syrian Refugees and the Challenges to Turkey — and the International
Community, with Kemal Kirisci, Washington: Brookings Institution, September 2015.
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Turkey-Policy-Paper-web.pdf

“The Syrian Refugee Crisis — What’s Next?” Middle East Institute. 20 July 2016.
http://www.mei.edu/content/at/syrian-refugee-crisis-what%E2%80%99s-next



http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/66139/1/Kaya_AKPForeignPolicy_2016.pdf
http://www.ia-forum.org/Files/QNEMHW.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Turkey-Policy-Paper-web.pdf
http://www.mei.edu/content/at/syrian-refugee-crisis-what%E2%80%99s-next

“Climate Change, Migration, and the Incredibly Complicated Task of Influencing Policy,”
Center for Migration Studies, 20 July 2016. http://cmsny.org/publications/climate-change-
migration-policy-ferris/

“From Turkey to Syria: The Murky World of Cross-Border Assistance,” with Kemal Kirisci,
Brookings Upfront Blog, 20 July 2015. https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/from-turkey-to-
syria-the-murky-world-of-cross-border-assistance/

“Getting Back to Humanitarian Basics in Syria,” International Peace Institute Global
Observatory, February 2016. http://theglobalobservatory.org/2016/02/syria-assad-humanitarian-
refugees-ferris/

“They just keep on walking: Syrian refugees in Greece,” Brookings Institution Order from
Chaos Blog, 17 September 2016. https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-
chaos/2015/09/17/they-just-keep-on-walking-syrian-refugees-in-greece/

“Disasters, Displacement, and Climate Change: new evidence and common challenges facing the
North and the South,” Brookings Institution Planet Policy Blog, 27 July 2016.
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/planetpolicy/2015/07/27/disasters-displacement-and-climate-
change-new-evidence-and-common-challenges-facing-the-north-and-south/.

Unseen, Unheard: Gender-based violence in disasters. Geneva, Switzerland: International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 2015.
http://www.ifrc.org/Global/Documents/Secretariat/201511/1297700 GBV in Disasters EN LR

2.pdf

“Planned relocations in the context of climate change: unpacking the legal and conceptual
issues,” with Jane McAdam, Cambridge Journal of International Comparative Law, 2015 (4):
137-166.

“Climate change, indigenous people and the Arctic,” Harvard International Review, May 2015.
http://hir.harvard.edu/climate-change-indigenous-peoples-and-mobility-in-the-arctic/

"Climate-Induced Resettlement: Environmental Change and the Planned Relocation of
Communities," SAIS Review of International Affairs, June 2015

Off to a Shaky Start: Ukrainian government’s responses to internal displacement, with
Suleiman Mamutov, Kateryna Moroz and Olena VVynogradova, Brookings Institution, May 2015

Ten Years after Humanitarian Reform: how are IDPs faring? with Jeff Drumtra and Stacey
White, Brookings Institution, January 2015. And Changing Times: International responses to
internal displacement in Colombia, Brookings Institution: January 2015.

“Paradoxes and paradigms: internal displacement in Latin America,” with Anna Wherry,
presented at conference on Latin American humanitarianism, organized by the Overseas
Development Institute, Bogota, Colombia. Published in Spanish as “Paradojas y paradigmas: El
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desplazamiento interno en América Latina,” in Aproximaciones a la Historia del
Humanitarianismo en América Latina y el Caribe, ed. by Irina Mosel, Christina Bennett and
Hanna Krebs, Humanitarian Policy Working Group paper, December 2016.
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/11186.pdf

Planned relocations, disasters, and climate change: Consolidating Good Practices and
Preparing for the Future. Background paper prepared for the Consultation in Sanremo on
planned relocations in the context of climate change, jointly organized by the Brookings-LSE
Project on Internal Displacement, Georgetown University and UNHCR, March 2014.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2014/03/14-planned-relocations-
climate-change/planned-relocations-backgrond-paper-march-2014.pdf

“Internal Displacement: Annotated Bibliographic Essay,” with Sanjula Weerasinghe, Oxford
University Press, 2014.

“Military Engagement in Humanitarian Response,” chapter in Human Rights, Human Security,
and State Security: the Intersection, Edited by Saul Takahashi, New York: Praeger, 2014.

Syrian Crisis: Massive Displacement, Dire Needs and Shortage of Solutions, Brookings
Institution, with Kemal Kirigci and Salman Shaikh,18 September 2013,
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2013/09/18-syria-humanitarian-political-crisis-ferris-
shaikh-kirisci

In the Neighborhood: The Role of Regional Organizations in Disaster Risk Management, with
Daniel Petz. Brookings Institution, 2013,
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2013/02/regional%200rganizations%20
disasters%20ferris/regional disaster mechanisms_2013.pdf

Turkey and Syrian Refugees: The Limits of Hospitality, With Osman Bahadir Dinger, Vittoria
Federici, Sema Karaca, Kemal Kirisci and Elif Ozmenek Carmikli, [also published in Turkish],
Brookings Institution and International Strategic Research Organization (USAK), November
2013, www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2013/11/14-syria-turkey-refugees-ferris-Kirisci-
federici

Changing Climate, Moving People: Framing Migration, Displacement and Planned Relocation,
With Koko Warner, Tamer Afifi, Walter Kaelin, Scott Leckie, Susan F. Martin and David
Wrathall, UNU-EHS Publication Series, Policy Brief No. 8, 2013
http://www.ehs.unu.edu/article/read/changing-climate-moving-people-framing-migration-
displacement

The Year of Recurring Disasters: A Review of Natural Disasters in 2012. With Daniel Petz,
Brookings Institution. March 2013.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Research/Files/Reports/2013/03/natural%20disasters%20revi
ew/Brookings Review Natural Disasters 2012.pdf
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“New Wineskins or New Wine: The Evolution of Ecumenical Humanitarian Assistance,” in
Religion in Philanthropic Organizations, ed.by Thomas Davies, University of Indiana Press,
2013.

“Transitions and Durable Solutions for IDPs: 21 Reasons for Optimism,” 2 May 2016.
https://www.brookings.edu/on-the-record/transitions-and-durable-solutions-for-displaced-
persons-21-reasons-for-optimism/

“A Complex Constellation: Displacement, Climate Change and Arctic Peoples,” Brookings
Institution, 30 January 2013. www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2013/01/30-arctic-ferris

“Development and displacement: hidden losers from a forgotten agenda,” in World Disasters
Report 2012, Geneva: International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 2012.
http://www.ifrcmedia.org/assets/pages/wdr2012/styled/chapter5/index.html

The Year that Shook the Rich: A Review of Natural Disasters in 2011, Brookings Institution,
April 2012, with Daniel Petz.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2012/3/natural%20disaster%20review
%20ferris/03 natural disaster review ferris.pdf

On the Front Line of Climate Change and Displacement: Learning From and With Pacific
Island Countries, Brookings Institution, 2011 with Michael Cernea and Daniel Petz.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2011/9/idp%20climate%20change/09 i
dp_climate_change.pdf

Security Council, Internal Displacement and Protection: Recommendations for Strengthening
Action through Resolutions, with Sanjula Weerasinghe, Brookings Institution. August 2011.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2011/9/security%20council%20resoluti
ons%?20ferris/security _council_id_protection.pdf

Protection and Planned Relocations in the Context of Climate Change, UNHCR Legal and
Protection Policy Research Series, April 2012. http://www.unhcr.org/5024d5169.html

“Protracted Internal Displacement: Is Local Integration a Solution?” Forced Migration Review,
October 2011, with Kate Halff.

“Protecting people in cities: the disturbing case of Haiti,” with Sara Ribeiro. Disasters, vol 36,
2012,

“Faith and Humanitarianism: It’s Complicated,” Journal of Refugee Studies, vol. 24 (3) 2011.

“Future Directions in Civil-Military Responses to Natural Disasters,” Asia-Pacific Civil-Military
Centre for Excellence, 2012.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Research/Files/Papers/2012/5/civ%20mil%20disasters%20fe
rris/05%20civ%20mil%20disasters%20ferris.pdf



https://www.brookings.edu/on-the-record/transitions-and-durable-solutions-for-displaced-persons-21-reasons-for-optimism/
https://www.brookings.edu/on-the-record/transitions-and-durable-solutions-for-displaced-persons-21-reasons-for-optimism/
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2013/01/30-arctic-ferris
http://www.ifrcmedia.org/assets/pages/wdr2012/styled/chapter5/index.html
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2012/3/natural%20disaster%20review%20ferris/03_natural_disaster_review_ferris.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2012/3/natural%20disaster%20review%20ferris/03_natural_disaster_review_ferris.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2011/9/idp%20climate%20change/09_idp_climate_change.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2011/9/idp%20climate%20change/09_idp_climate_change.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2011/9/security%20council%20resolutions%20ferris/security_council_id_protection.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2011/9/security%20council%20resolutions%20ferris/security_council_id_protection.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/5024d5169.html
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Research/Files/Papers/2012/5/civ%20mil%20disasters%20ferris/05%20civ%20mil%20disasters%20ferris.pdf
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“Megatrends and the future of humanitarian action,” International Committee of the Red Cross
Review, 2012. https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/article/review-2011/irrc-884-
ferris.htm

With Kei Hakata, ‘Saigai wo koete — Kokusai saigai taioho (IDRL) no genjo to nihon ni
kitaisareru yakuwari’ (‘Beyond the Disaster — State of International Disaster Response Law
(IDRL) and the expected role for Japan’), Horitsu Jiho (monthly legal journal published by
Nippon Hyoronsha), July 2011

A Year of Living Dangerously: A Review of Natural Disasters in 2010 with Daniel Petz,
Brookings-Bern Project on Internal Displacement, 2011.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2011/4/nd%20living%20dangerously/0
4 nd_living_dangerously.pdf

“Education and Displacement: Assessing Conditions for Refugees and Internally Displaced
Persons Affected by Conflict,” with Rebecca Winthrop, May 2010, Background paper prepared
for the UNESCO Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2011, The hidden crisis: Armed
conflict and education, March 2011.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2011/3/02%20unesc0%20idp%20ferris
/2011 02 idp_unesco_ferrise.pdf

“When Disaster Strikes: Women's Particular Vulnerabilities and Amazing Strengths,” November
2010.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/speeches/2010/11/10%20when%20disaster%?2
Ostrikes%20ferris/1110 when disaster strikes ferris.pdf

“Earthquakes and Floods: Comparing Haiti and Pakistan,” August 2010, Brookings Institution.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2010/8/26%20earthquakes%20floods%
20ferris/0826 earthquakes floods ferris.pdf

“Natural Disasters, Conflict, and Human Rights: Tracing the Connections,” paper presented at
St. Mary's University, San Antonio, Texas, March 2010.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/speeches/2010/3/03%20natural%20disasters%
20ferris/0303_natural disasters_ferris

“The Role of Municipal Authorities in Addressing Internal Displacement,” Forced Migration
Review, Oxford: University of Oxford, no. 33, February 2010.

“Protecting the Rights of Internally Displaced Children,” in Migrant Children at the Crossroads:
Challenges and Progress in a Changing World, ed. Elzbieta Gozdziak and Marisa Ensore,
Palgrave MacMillan Press 2010.

Resolving Iragi Displacement: Humanitarian and Development Perspectives. Edited. The
Brookings Institution, November 2009.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2010/2/16%20iraqi%20displacement/0
216 _iraqgi_displacement.pdf
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“Invisible Actors: The role of national NGOs in Humanitarian Response,” in Humanitarian
Response Index, Development Assistance Research Associates (DARA), 2009.

With Diane Paul, “Protection in Natural Disasters,” with Diane Paul. Paper presented at
conference on “Protecting people in conflict and crisis,” held by The Refugee Studies Centre at
the University of Oxford (RSC), in collaboration with the Humanitarian Policy Group at the
Overseas Development Institute (HPG). 2009.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2009/9/22%20natural%20disasters%20f
erris/0922 natural_disasters_ferris.pdf

“At Long Last: Finally Peace for Sri Lanka?”” Journal of International Peace Operations, July-
August 2009.

“Going Home? Prospects and Pitfalls for Large-Scale Return of Iraqis,” July 2009. Prepared for
International Association for the Study of Forced Migration Annual Conference, Nicosia,
Cyprus.

“Peace, Reconciliation, and Displacement,” The Brookings Institution, July 2009. Prepared for
UCLA Conference entitled: “Peace and Reconciliation: Embracing the Displaced.”

“Pakistani Displacement: Lessons Learned from Other Mass Displacement Situations,” June
2009. Prepared for US Institute of Peace forum: “Addressing Internal Displacement in Pakistan.”

“Comparative Perspectives on Laws and Policies Addressing Internal Displacement,” The
Brookings Institution, June 2009. Prepared for Turkish Economic and Social Studies Foundation
(TESEV) Conference in Van, Turkey, entitled: “Internal Displacement in Turkey: Government
Responses.”

“Internal Displacement and Peacebuilding in Colombia,” Forced Migration Review, no. 32,
April 2009.

“Iraqi Displacement: The Need for Solutions,” Displacement in the Muslim World: A Focus on
Afghanistan and Iraqg.” The Brookings Institution. Prepared for 2009 U.S.-Islamic World Forum,
Doha, Qatar, February 2009.

“Internally Displaced Persons: A Neglected Issue on the International Agenda,” New Routes,
vol. 13, January 2009.

“Returns to Iraq: Questions and More Questions,” Prepared for US Institute for Peace seminar
entitled: “Returning Home in Iraq: Housing, Land and Property Issues.” December 2008

“Minorities, Displacement and Iraq's Future,” The Brookings Institution. December 2008.

“Iraq’s Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons: The Untold Story,” Refugee Watch, vol. 32,
December 2008, pp. 106-114.
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