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Curriculum Vita 
 

William Easterly 

 
March 26, 2015 

 

Present position: Professor of Economics, New YorkUniversity 

   faculty affiliate of Africa House  

Co-Director of Development Research Institute 

 

1. Recent working papers and work in progress 

 

(with Laura Freschi and Steven Pennings) “A Long History of a Short Block: Four Centuries of 

Development Surprises on a Single Stretch of a New York City Street,” Development Research 

Institute Working Paper, January 2015 

 

(With Ross Levine) “The European Origins of Economic Development,” July 2014, Revise and resubmit, 

Journal of Economic Growth 

 

(with Steven Pennings) “How Much Do Leaders Explain Growth? An Exercise in Growth Accounting,” 

Development Research Institute Working Paper No. 95, most recent revision, March 2015. 

 

(with AriellReshef and Diego Daruich) “Success in international trade: the surprising size and instability 

of hyper-specializations in exports” (work in progress, March 2015) 
 

(with Diego Anzoategui and Steven Pennings) “How much do nations matter? Regional and subnational 

effects in GDP growth rates” (work in progress, March 2015) 

 

2. Books (authored) 

 

The Tyranny of Experts: Economists, Dictators, and the Forgotten Rights of the Poor. New York: Basic 

Books, 2014 (UK Edition Perseus Books 2014, translations forthcoming in Korean, Chinese, 

Russian, Italian, Paperback edition March 2015) 

 

The White Man’s Burden: Why the West’s Efforts to Aid the Rest Have Done So Much Ill and So Little 

Good, New York: Penguin Press, 2006. (UK edition Oxford University Press 2006; translated 

into German Campus Verlag 2006, Penguin USA paperback edition, 2007, Italian, Dutch 2007, 

Greek,Chinese, Polish, Swedish 2008, Japanese, French 2009, Czech 2010, Spanish, Russian, and 

Arabic) 

 

The Elusive Quest for Growth: Economists' Adventures and Misadventures in the Tropics. Cambridge 

MA: MIT Press, 2001 (paperback edition 2002, translated into Spanish, Portuguese, Japanese, 

Chinese, Russian, French, Korean, Italian, and Vietnamese). 

 

3. Articles in refereed journals 

 

67. “Response to reviewers, Symposium on book by William Easterly, The Tyranny of Experts, by Angus 

Deaton, Jack Goldstone, and Loren Lomasky,” Review of Austrian Economics, forthcoming. 
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66. (with Berger, Daniel, Alejandro Corvalan, ShankerSatyanath) Do Superpowers Have Short and Long 

Term Consequences For Democracy?. Journal of Comparative Economics, 41, no. 1 (2013): 22-

34. 

 

65. (with Daniel Berger, Nathan Nunn, ShankerSatyanath) Commercial Imperialism? Political Influence 

and Trade During the Cold War, American Economic Review, April 2013, 103(2): 863-96. 

 

64. (With Claudia Williamson), “Rhetoric versus Reality: The Best and Worst of Aid Agency Practices,” 

World Development, Volume 39, Issue 11, November 2011, Pages 1930–1949 

 

63. (With Alberto Alesina and JaninaMatuszewski) “Artificial states,” Journal of European Economic 

Association, April 2011, Volume 9, Issue 2, 246-277 

 

62. “Democratic accountability in development: the double standard,” Social Research, Volume 77 No. 4, 

Winter 2010  

 

61. (With Diego Comin and Erick Gong) “Was the Wealth of Nations determined in 1000 BC?,” 

American Economic Journal: Macro, July 2010, 2(3): 65–97. 

 

60.  “Empirics of Strategic Interdependence: the Case of the Racial Tipping Point,” BE Journal of 

Macroeconomics: Contributions, 2009, Volume 9, Issue 1. 

 

59. “Can the West Save Africa?”, Journal of Economic Literature, , Vol. 47, No. 2,June 2009. 

 
58. “How the Millennium Development Goals are Unfair to Africa,” World Development, 37 (2009), 
pp. 26-35. 
 

57. “Institutions: Top Down or Bottom Up?,” American Economic Review, May 2008 

 

56. (With Tobias Pfutze) “Best Practice for Foreign Aid: Who Knows Where the Money Goes?”Journal 

of Economic Perspectives, Spring 2008. 

 

55. (With Luis Serven and Timothy Irwin) “Walking up the down escalator: Public investment and fiscal 

stability,” World Bank Research Observer,Volume 23, Number 1, Pp. 37-56, Spring 2008. 

 

54. “Inequality Does Cause Underdevelopment: Insights from a New Instrument” Journal of 

Development Economics, Volume 84, Issue 2, November 2007, Pages 755-776 

 

53. “Are aid agencies improving?” Economic Policy, Volume 22 Issue 52 Page 633-678, October 2007 

 

52. “Was development assistance a mistake?”, American Economic Review, May 2007, Vol. 97, No. 2, 

pp. 328-332. 

 

51. “Planners vs. Searchers in Foreign Aid,” Asian Development Review, 2006, vol. 23, no. 1, pp.1−35 

 

50. “Reliving the 50s: the Big Push, Poverty Traps, and Takeoffs in Economic Development," Journal of 

Economic Growth. Vol. 11, No. 4, December 2006, pp. 289-318 

 

http://williameasterly.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/easterly-journal-of-comparative-economics-article1.pdf
http://williameasterly.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/easterly-journal-of-comparative-economics-article1.pdf
http://williameasterly.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/easterly-journal-of-comparative-economics-article1.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/0305750X/39/11
http://wbro.oxfordjournals.org/content/vol23/issue1/index.dtl
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%235936%232007%23999159997%23666523%23FLA%23&_cdi=5936&_pubType=J&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=9232b52f3599de5d8839f643613867e1
http://www.nyu.edu/fas/institute/dri/Easterly/File/reliving%20the%2050s%20big%20push.doc
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49. (with Jo Ritzen and Michael Woolcock) "Social Cohesion, Institutions, and Growth" (Economics 

and Politics), Vol. 18, No. 2, July 2006,  

 

48. (with Roberta Gatti and Sergio Kurlat), “Development, democracy, and mass killings,” Journal of 

Economic Growth, Vol. 11, No.2, June 2006, 129-156 

 

47. “An Identity Crisis? Examining IMF Financial Programming” World Development, June 2006 (Vol. 

34, No. 6) 

 

46. “The Big Push Déjà vu: A Review of Jeffrey Sachs’s The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for 

Our Time,” Journal of Economic Literature, Vol. XLIV, Issue 1 (March 2006), pp. 118-127. 

 

45. "What did structural adjustment adjust? The association of policies and growth with repeated IMF and 

World Bank adjustment loans" Journal of Development Economics 76 (1), (February 2005), 1-22. 

 

44. (with R. Levine and D. Roodman) “New data, new doubts: A Comment on Burnside and Dollar’s 

“Aid, Policies, and Growth” (2000), American Economic Review, June 2004, 94(3), 774-780 

 

43. (with Norbert Fiess and Daniel Lederman), “NAFTA and Convergence in North America: High 

Expectations, Big Events, Little Time,” Economía, Volume 4, Number 1, Fall 2003, 1-40 

 

42. “Can Foreign Aid Buy Growth?”, Journal of Economic Perspectives, Summer 2003,Volume 17, No. 

3, 23-48. 

 

41. (with Alberto Alesina, Arvind Devleeschauwer, Sergio Kurlat, and RomainWacziarg) 

“Fractionalization,” Journal of Economic Growth, 2003 

 

40. (with ShantaDevarajan and Howard Pack) “Low Investment is not the Constraint on African 

Development” Economic Development and Cultural Change, April 2003, Volume 51, No. 3, 547-

71. 

 

39. (with R. Levine) “Tropics, germs, and crops: the role of endowments in economic development” 

Journal of Monetary Economics, 50:1, January 2003, 3-39. 

 

38. “The cartel of good intentions: the problem of bureaucracy in foreign aid” Journal of Policy Reform, 

Volume 5(4), 2002, 223-250 

 

37. “How did the heavily indebted poor countries become heavily indebted? Reviewing 2 decades of debt 

relief,” World Development, October 2002, Volume 30(10), 1677-1696. 

 

36. “The middle class consensus and economic development” Journal of Economic Growth, Vol. 6, No. 

4, December 2001, 317-336. 

 

35.  (with Ross Levine) “It’s not factor accumulation: stylized facts and growth models” World Bank 

Economic Review, Volume 15, Number 2, 2001 

 

34. (with Allan Drazen) “Do crises induce reform? Simple empirical tests of conventional wisdom” 

Economics and Politics, Volume 13, No. 2, July 2001, 129-158 
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33. “The Lost Decades: Explaining Developing Countries’ Stagnation in spite of policy reform 1980-

1998” Journal of Economic Growth, Volume 6, Issue 2, June 2001, 135-157. 

 

32. “Can institutions resolve ethnic conflict?” Economic Development and Cultural Change, July 2001, 

volume 49, No. 4, 687-706. 

 

31. "Growth implosions and debt explosions: do growth slowdowns explain public debt crises?" 

(Contributions to Macroeconomics, 2001, volume 1, article 1, Berkeley Electronics Press). 

 

30. (with Stanley Fischer) “Inflation and the poor,” Journal of Money, Credit, and Banking, May 2001, 

Part 1, 159-178. 

 

29. (with ShantaDevarajan and Howard Pack) “Is investment in Africa too high or too low?” Journal of 

African Economies, 2, Sept. 2001, v. 10, iss. 0, pp. 81-108 

 

28. (with A. Alesina and R. Baqir) “Redistributive Government Employment,” Journal of Urban 

Economics, Vol. 48, No. 2, Sep 2000, pp. 219-241 

 

27. (with AartKraay) “Small states, small problems? Income, growth, and volatility in small states” World 

Development, November 2000, Volume 28, Number 11, 2013-2027. 

 

26. (with Roumeen Islam and Joseph Stiglitz) “Shaken and Stirred: Explaining Growth Volatility,” 

Annual World Bank Conference on Development Economics 2000, 191-211 

 

25.  “The Ghost of Financing Gap: Testing the Growth Model of the International Financial Institutions”,  

Journal of Development Economics,(60)2 December 1999pp. 423-438 (selected for summary of 

top 100 annual journal articles in Economic Intuition) 

 

24. (with A. Alesina and R. Baqir) “Public Goods and Ethnic Divisions,”Quarterly Journal of Economics, 

November 1999,Volume CXIV, Issue 4, pp. 1243-1284. 

 

23. (with D. Dollar) “The Search for the Key: Aid, Investment, and Policies in Africa,” Journal of African 

Economies 8 (4), 1999, 546-577. 

 

22. “Life During Growth”, Journal of Economic Growth, Volume 4, Issue 3, September 1999, pp. 239-

275 

 

21. “When is fiscal adjustment an illusion?” Economic Policy, April 1999, 57-86. (received ANBAR 

Electronic Intelligence Citation of Excellence) 

 

20. (with M. Bruno) “Inflation Crises and Long-run Growth”, Journal of Monetary Economics 41 

February 1998, 3-26. (selected for summary of top 100 annual journal articles in Economic 

Intuition) 

 

19. (with R. Levine) "Africa’s Growth Tragedy: Policies and Ethnic Divisions,” November 1997, 

Quarterly Journal of Economics. CXII (4), 1203-1250. 

 

18. (with P. Montiel and N. Loayza) “Has Latin America’s Post-reform Growth Been Disappointing?”, 

Journal of International Economics 43: 1997, 287-311. 

 



Curriculum Vita 5 

17. (with R. Levine) “Troubles with the Neighbors: Africa’s Problem, Africa’s Opportunity”, Journal of 

African Economies, 1997, Volume 7, Number 1, 120-142. 

 

16. (With Holger Wolf) “The Wild Ride of the Ruble”, International Journal of Finance and Economics, 

October 1996, Volume 1, Number 4: 251-262.  

 

15. (with Michael Bruno) “Inflation’s Children: Tales of Crises that Beget Reforms”, American 

Economic Review, May 1996, 86/2:213-217. 

 

14. “When is Stabilization Expansionary?” Economic Policy 22:67-107, April 1996. 

 

13. (with S. Fischer) "The Soviet Economic Decline”, World Bank Economic Review, Vol. 9, No. 3, 

September 1995. 

 

12.  (with P. Mauro and K. Schmidt-Hebbel) "Money Demand and Seignorage - Maximizing Inflation," 

Journal of Money, Credit, and Banking, Vol. 27, No. 2, May 1995. 

 

11. “The Mystery of Growth: Shocks, Policies, and Surprises in Old and New Theories of Economic 

Growth,” The Singapore Economic Review, Vol. 40, No. 1, 3-23, 1995. 

 

10. (with P. Vieira da Cunha) "Financing the Storm: Russia's Macroeconomic Crisis", Economics of 

Transition, Volume 2, Number 4, December 1994, pp. 443-466. 

 

9. "Economic Stagnation, Fixed Factors, and Policy Thresholds,"  Journal of Monetary Economics 33, 

525-557,  June 1994. 

 

8. (with M. Kremer, L. Pritchett, and L. Summers) "Good Policy or Good Luck? Country Growth 

Performance and Temporary Shocks," Journal of Monetary Economics, Vol. 32, December 1993, 

459-483. 

 

7. (with S. Rebelo) "Fiscal Policy and Economic Growth: an Empirical Investigation," Journal of 

Monetary Economics, Vol. 32, December 1993, 417-458. 

 

6. (with K. Schmidt-Hebbel) "Fiscal Deficits and Macroeconomic Performance in Developing Countries," 

World Bank Research Observer Vol. 8(2) :211-238, July 1993. 

 

5. "How Much do Distortions Affect Growth?" Journal of Monetary Economics. Vol. 32, November 

1993, 187-212. 

 

4. (with S. Rebelo) "Marginal Income Tax Rates and Economic Growth in Developing Countries," 

European Economic Review, Vol. 37, pp. 409-417, 1993. 

 

3. "Searching for the Secrets of Growth" Revista de AnálisisEconómico,  Special Issue, Vol. 8(1):3-17, 

June 1993 

 

2. "How Much Does Policy Affect Growth?" Cuadernos de Economía, No. 87(295-305) Pontificia 

Universidad Católica de Chile, August 1992. 

 

1. (with S. Fischer) "The Economics of the Government Budget Constraint", World Bank Research 

Observer. July 1990 Volume 5 Number 2 
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4. Professional data 

 

Academic training:  
Ph.D. in Economics, MIT, 1985 

BA, Bowling GreenStateUniversity, 1979 

 

 

Primary fields of interest: economic development and growth, political economy, individual rights and 

development, Africa, foreign aid 

 

Rankings/awards: 

 

Thomson Reuters Most Highly Cited Researchers, June 2014 (one of 95 in Economics and Business) 

 

Adam Smith Award, Association of Private Enterprise Education, 2013 (previous winners include 4 

Nobel Laureates in Economics) 

 

6
th
 most admired economist under 60, Economic Journal Watch 2011 

 

BBVA 2009 Frontiers of Knowledge Development Cooperation Award (€400,000 for DRI) 

 

FA Hayek Award, CUNY, 2009 

 

FA Hayek Award, Manhattan Institute, 2008 for book White Man’s Burden (see below). 

 

Employment and Affiliations: 

 

New YorkUniversity, Professor of Economics, January 2003-present 

 

Research Associate, National Bureau of Economic Research 

 

Fellow, Bureau for Research and Economic Analysis of Development (BREAD) 

 

Member of Advisory Panel, Center for Global Development, 2011-present 

 

Non-Resident Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution, July 2008 - present 

 

Co-Editor, Journal of Development Economics, 2009-2011 

 

Visiting Scholar, Brookings Institution, June 2007-June 2008. 

 

Associate editor, American Economic Journals: Macroeconomics, Journal of Economic Growth, Journal 

of Comparative Economics. 

 

Institute for International Economics and Center for Global Development, 2002 

 

World Bank. 1985-2001. 
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Senior Adviser, Macroeconomics and Growth Division, Research Department, 1989-2001. 

 Economist, World Development Report 1988  

Economist in Operations, first West Africa and then Colombia Division, 1985-1987. 

 

MIT.  1984-85 Teaching Assistant 

1983 consultant to government of Jamaica 

 

El Colegio de Mexico.Mexico City. 1983-84. Research Fellow 

 

Data Resources, Inc.CambridgeMassachusetts. 1980-81. Economist for Latin American Service. 

 

Adjunct appointments: Georgetown University, Adjunct Professor, Fall 1992, Spring 1997, Fall 1997, 

Fall 1998; School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University 1992-1995, Adjunct 

Professor;  University of Maryland, Faculty Visitor (part-time), Spring 1996 

 

 

5. Edited books 

 

(edited with Jessica Cohen) What Works in Development? Thinking Big and Thinking Small, Brookings 

Institution Press, 2009. 

 

(sole edited volume) Reinventing Foreign Aid, MIT Press, 2008 

 

(edited with L. Serven) The Limits of Stabilization: Infrastructure and Fiscal Adjustment in Latin 

America, StanfordUniversity Press, 2003. 

 

(Editedwith M. Aparicio) Crecimiento Económico, Tercer Mundo Editores, Bogota, Colombia, 1995 

 

(edited with C. Rodriguez and K. Schmidt-Hebbel)   Public Sector Deficits and Macroeconomic 

Performance. New York: OxfordUniversity Press, New York, 1994. 

 

 

6. Chapters in books: 

 

“Fiscal Policy, Debt Crises, and Economic Growth” in Klaus Schmidt-Hebbel and Gustavo Gonzalez, 

editors, Economic Policies in Emerging Economies, forthcoming. 

 

(With AriellReshef), “African Export Successes: Surprises, Stylized Facts, and Explanations,” in 

Sebastian Edwards, Simon Johnson, and David N. Weil, editors, African Successes: 

Modernization and Development, University of Chicago Press for NBER, forthcoming. 

 

“The Role of Growth Slowdowns and Forecast Errors in Public Debt Crises”, in Alberto Alesina and 

Francesco Giavazzi, eds.Fiscal Policy after the Financial Crisis, National Bureau of Economic Research 

Conference Volume, University of Chicago Press: Chicago, 2013 

 

“Free Markets and Economic Development,” in Takashi Shirashi, Tatsufumi Yamagata, and Shahid 

Yusuf,editors, Poverty Reduction and Beyond: Development Strategies for Low Income 

Countries, Palgrave MacMillan 2009. 
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(With Yaw Nyarko) “Is the Brain Drain Good for Africa?” in JagdishBhagwati and Gordon Hanson, 

editor, Skilled Migration Today, Council on Foreign Relations, 2009. 

 

“The Indomitable in Pursuit of the Inexplicable,”inDevelopment Economics through the Decades: A 

Critical Look at Thirty Years of the World Development Report, World Bank, 2009 

 

“Freedom and Development,” in Bernard Berendsen, editor, Democracy and Development, KIT 

Publishers, 2008.  

 

“Globalization”, entry in Palgrave Dictionary of Economics, Steven Durlauf and Marcel Fafchamps, 

editors, 2007 

 

“Globalization, Poverty, and All That:Factor Endowment versus Productivity Views”, in Anne Harrison, 

Editor, Globalization and Poverty, (NBER: University of Chicago Press, 2007) 

 

“Development Success: May History Breed Humility”, in Economic Growth with Equity – Challenges for 

Latin America, Edited by Ricardo Ffrench-Davis and José Luis Machinea,Palgrave Macmillan, 

2007 

 

“The World Bank and Low-Income Countries: The Escalating Agenda,” Rescuing the World Bank: A 

CGD Working Report and Selected Essays, Center for Global Development, WashingtonDC, 

2006. 

 

"Freedom versus Collectivism in Foreign Aid" in Economic Freedom of the World: 2006 Annual Report. 

 

“National policies and economic growth: a reappraisal,” in Philippe Aghion and Steven Durlauf,  

Handbook of Economic Growth, North Holland, 2005 

 

“The rich have markets, the poor have bureaucrats”, in Michael Weinstein, Editor, Globalization: What’s 

New, Columbia University Press: New York, 2005. 

 

“Channels from Globalization to Inequality: Productivity World versus Factor World,” in Susan M. 

Collins and Carol Graham, Editors, Brookings Trade Forum 2004, Brookings Institutions: 

WashingtonDC 2004 

 

"The effect of World Bank and IMF Programs on Poverty," in M. Dooley and J. Frankel,  editors, 

Managing Currency Crises in Emerging Markets, an NBER Conference Report, University of 

Chicago Press, 2003 

 

“The Political Economy of Growth Without Development: A Case Study of Pakistan” in Dani Rodrik, 

ed., In Search of Prosperity: Analytical Narratives of Growth, PrincetonUniversity Press, 2003 

 

(with Ross Levine) “It’s not factor accumulation: stylized facts and growth models”, in Norman Loayza 

and Raimundo Soto, editors, Economic Growth: Sources, Trends, and Cycles, Central Bank of 

Chile, Santiago, Chile, 2002. (reprint of article in World Bank Economic Review) 

 

( with David Yuravlivker)Evaluating Government Net Worth in Colombia and RepublicaBolivariana de 

Venezuela, Government at risk: Contingent liabilities and fiscal risk, 2002, pp. 181-201, 

Washington, D.C.: World Bank; Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

http://www.nyu.edu/fas/institute/dri/Easterly/File/wb_march09.pdf
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22024565~pagePK:64257043~piPK:437376~theSitePK:4607,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22024565~pagePK:64257043~piPK:437376~theSitePK:4607,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22024565~pagePK:64257043~piPK:437376~theSitePK:4607,00.html
http://www.styluspublishing.com/clients/kit/Books/AuthorDetail.aspx?id=12998
http://www.styluspublishing.com/clients/kit/Books/AuthorDetail.aspx?id=12998
http://www.nyu.edu/fas/institute/dri/Easterly/File/chapter_econfreedeom.pdf
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','target~~fullText||args~~26','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','target~~fullText||args~~26','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','target~~fullText||args~~26','');
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(with R. Islam and J. Stiglitz) “Volatility and macroeconomic paradigms for rich and poor countries,” in 

Jacques Dreze, editor, Advances in Macroeconomic Theory, New York: Palgrave. 2001. 

 

“The Joys and Sorrows of Openness: a Review Essay”, in M.S. Oosterbaan, Thijs de Ruyter van 

Steveninck, and N. van der Windt, The Determinants of Economic Growth, Boston: Kluwer 

Academic Publishers, 2000 

 

“Why is Africa Marginal in the World Economy?” in Gavin Maasdorp, ed., Can South and Southern 

Africa Become Globally Competitive Economies?, MacMillan Press Ltd., 1996.  

 

"Explaining Miracles: Growth regressions meet the Gang of Four" in T. Ito and A.O. Krueger, Growth 

Theories in Light of the East Asian Experience, University of Chicago Press: Chicago, 1995. 

 

 “Surprises, policies, and economic growth” in M. Aparicio and W. Easterly, eds. Crecimiento 

Económico, Tercer Mundo Editores, Bogota, Colombia, 1995  

 

(with S. Fischer) "Growth Prospects for the Ex-Soviet Republics: Lessons from Soviet Historical 

Experience," in A. Aganbegyan, O. Bogomolov, and M. Kaser, eds., Economics in a Changing 

World, Volume 1,System Transformation: Eastern and Western Assessments, St. Martins Press, 

International Economic Association, 1994.  

 

"La Macroeconomia del Deficit del Sector Publico: El Caso de Colombia" in R. Steiner, ed., 

Estabilizacion y Crecimiento: Nuevas Lecturas de Macroeconomia Colombiana, Tercer Mundo 

Editores, Bogota, Colombia, 1994. 

 

(with R. King, R. Levine, S. Rebelo) "Policy Adoption, Technology, and Growth," in R. M. Solow and L. 

Pasinetti, eds.,  Economic Growth and the Structure of Long-term Development, International 

Economic Association, St. Martin’s Press, 1994. 

 

 (with K. Schmidt-Hebbel) "Fiscal Adjustment and Macroeconomic Performance: A Synthesis" in W. 

Easterly, K. Schmidt-Hebbel, and C. Rodriguez, eds., Public Sector Deficits and Macroeconomic 

Performance. New York: OxfordUniversity Press, 1994, pp. 15-78. 

 

"Colombia: Avoiding Crises through Fiscal Policy"  In W. Easterly, C. Rodriguez, and K. Schmidt-

Hebbel, and C. Rodriguez, eds., Public Sector Deficits and Macroeconomic Performance.  New 

York: OxfordUniversity Press 1994, pp. 225-272. 

 

"Distortionary Policies and Growth in Socialist Economies" in V. Corbo, F. Coricelli, and J. Bossak, eds., 

Reforming Central and Eastern European Economies, World Bank, Washington, DC, 1992 

 

"Endogenous Growth in Developing Countries with Government-induced Distortions," inV. Corbo, S. 

Fischer and S. Webb, eds., Adjustment Lending Revisited: Policies to Restore Growth, Chapter 9, 

pp. 160-173, World Bank, February 1992. 

 

"La Macroeconomía del Déficit del Sector Público: El Caso de Colombia," Ensayos Sobre Política 

Económica, No. 20:107-144, December 1991. 

 

"Requisitos Macroeconomicos de Reforma de Politicas (ModellingtheMacroeconomicRequirements of 

PolicyReform)"(with P. Kongsamut, E.C. Hwa, and J. Zizek), Ensayos Sobre PoliticaEconomica. 

Bogota, Colombia. Octubre 1990. 
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"Portfolio Effects in a CGE Model: Devaluation in a dollarized economy" in Lance Taylor, ed. Socially 

Relevant Policy Analysis: Structuralist Computable General Equilibrium Models for the 

Developing World. MIT Press, 1990. 

 

"Fiscal adjustment and deficit financing during the debt crisis", in I. Husain and I. Diwan, eds. Dealing 

with the Debt Crisis.  World Bank. 1989. 

 

7. Opeds, Comments, book reviews, magazine, non-refereed journals, newsletters, and newspaper 

article 

 

Singing About Fighting Poverty, Slightly Off-Key – The Wall Street Journal, October 3, 2014 

The Leonard Lopate Show – WNYC, May 27, 2014 

EconTalk, May 19, 2014 

BBC World Service Business Daily (UK), May 9, 2014 (6:35 to 12:45) 

Celebrity Musicians Can’t Feed the World – Slate, April 29, 2014 

C-SPAN2 Book TV, April 27, 2014 

The Tavis Smiley Show – PBS, April 25, 2014 

The New York Times Book Review Podcast, April 18, 2014 (starts at ’18:00 min remaining’) 

On Rethinking How We Give International Aid – KUOW-FM (NPR Seattle),  April 18, 2014 

Fareed Zakaria GPS – CNN, April 16, 2014 

Tech Nation – NPR, April 8, 2014 

Dictator Worship – Prospect Magazine (UK),  March 27, 2014 

The flaw in Bill Gates’ approach to ending global poverty – Seattle Times, March 24, 2014 

The Stream – Al Jazeera, March 19, 2014 (video) 

Mind Over Matters – KEXP-FM Seattle , March 29, 2014 

Stop Sending Aid to Dictators – Time Magazine, March 13, 2014 

How About Aiding Freedom Instead of Autocrats? – The Wall Street Journal, March 10, 2014 

The New Tyranny – Foreign Policy Magazine, March 10, 2014 

The Tavis Smiley Show, February 28, 2014 

The Takeaway – NPR, February 10, 2014 

Aid Amnesia- Response to A Case for Aid by Jeffrey Sachs, Foreign Policy, January 24, 2014 

Western vanities that do little to help the world’s poor, Financial Times, January 24, 2014 

The Big Aid Debate is Over: The failure of Jeffrey Sachs’ “Millennium Villages.”– Review of Nina 

Munk’s The Idealist for Reason Magazine, October 04, 2013 

The Arrogance of Good Intentions: The reality of African poverty trounces an economist. – Review of Nina 

Munk’s The Idealist for Barron’s, October 05, 2013 

Free EskinderNega! – William Easterly, Peter Godwin, AryehNeier, Kenneth Roth, Joel Simon, The 

New York Review of Books, August, 16, 2012 

The Roots of Hardship – Review of Why Nations Fail, by Daron Acemoglu and James A. 

Robinson, Wall Street Journal, March 24, 2012 

How I Would Not Lead the World Bank – Foreign Policy, March 5, 2012 

http://williameasterly.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/WSJ_SingingAboutFightingPovertySlightlyOffKey_100314.pdf
http://www.wnyc.org/story/economists-dictators-and-rights-poor/
http://www.econtalk.org/archives/2014/06/william_easterl.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01ycqdy
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/feed_the_world/2014/04/live_aid_band_aid_usa_for_africa_did_pop_stars_and_hit_songs_help_ethiopia.html?wpisrc=burger_bar
http://www.booktv.org/Program/15636/The+Tyranny+of+Experts+Economists+Dictators+and+the+Forgotten+Rights+of+the+Poor.aspx
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/interviews/william-easterly/
http://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/04/18/book-review-podcast-asias-cauldron/?module=BlogPost-Title&version=Blog%20Main&contentCollection=Arts&action=Click&pgtype=Blogs&region=Body
https://kuow.org/post/william-easterly-rethinking-how-we-give-international-aid
http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2014/04/17/does-foreign-aid-work/
http://www.technation.com/
http://williameasterly.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Prospect-Magazine-April-2014-Dictator-Worship.pdf
http://seattletimes.com/html/opinion/2023217879_williameasterlyopedgatesfoundation25xml.html
http://stream.aljazeera.com/story/201403190105-0023568?utm_content=bufferd9bd1&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmcL4R_PZRE
http://www.digitalwell.washington.edu/dw/1/51/57/57bd7bb1-be6c-4be1-a28b-e287cb1305d0.MP3
http://time.com/23075/william-easterly-stop-sending-aid-to-dictators/
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304026804579411213904990806?mg=reno64-wsj
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2014/03/10/the_new_tyranny
http://www.tavissmileyradio.com/william-easterly-the-tyranny-of-experts/
http://www.thetakeaway.org/story/the-takeaway-2014-02-10/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2014/01/23/aid_amnesia
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2014/01/21/the_case_for_aid
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/bd429b84-842b-11e3-9903-00144feab7de.html
http://reason.com/archives/2013/10/04/the-big-aid-debate-is-over
http://online.barrons.com/article/SB50001424053111903320604579107412404442516.html
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2012/aug/16/free-eskinder-nega/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304724404577293714016708378.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2012/03/05/how_i_would_not_lead_the_world_bank
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The Case of EskinderNega – with Mark Hamrick, AryehNeier, Kenneth Roth and Joel Simon, The 
New York Review of Books, January 12, 2012 (ungated version) 
Review of Daniel Kahneman’sThinking, Fast and Slow – The Financial Times, November 5, 2011 
Correspondence: National, regional, and worldwide estimates of stillbirth rates – with Laura Freschi, 
The Lancet, September 3, 2011 
What Must We Do to End World Poverty? - Podcast on development and individual freedoms, at the 
Columbia Tikvah-Hertog Summer Institute, August 10, 2011 
Benevolent Autocrats – Podcast on EconTalk, May 30, 2011 
Measuring How and Why Aid Works — or Doesn’t –Book review, Banerjee and Duflo, Poor 
Economics, and Karlan and Appel, More Than Good Intentions, Wall Street Journal, April 30, 2011 
The Happiness Wars – Book Review, The Lancet, April 30, 2011 
Tracing Development of Manhattan Block – National Public Radio, All Things Considered, Weekend, 
March 20, 2011 
Technocrats vs Rights – Contestations, February 2011 
We can’t engineer the result we want in the Ivory Coast – The Guardian, January 14, 2011 
Response to Nicholas Eberstadt, Global Poverty and Its Sad Persistence – Commentary, January 25, 2011 
Lennon the Rebel, Bono the Wonk -The Washington Post, December 12, 2010 
Foreign Aid for Scoundrels – New York Review of Books, November 25, 2010 
Why Are We Supporting Repression in Ethiopia? – New York Review of Books with Laura Freschi, November 15, 
2010 
Reinventing the Wheel – Foreign Policy, October 11, 2010 
UN Convenes To Assess Global Progress – William Easterly interviewed by Michel Martin, NPR, September 21, 2010 
Only Trade-Fuelled Growth Can Help the World’s Poor – Financial Times, September 21, 2010 (ungated version) 
The Hazards of Doing Good – Wall Street Journal, September 7, 2010 (ungated version) 
If Only Martin Luther King Had Modern Software and Jargon: the Powerpoint Version of ―I Have a Dream‖ (PPT) – 
Huffington Post, August 27, 2010 
How Not to Win Hearts and Minds – Wall Street Journal, August 16, 2010 (ungated version) 
A High-Five for the Invisible Hand – New York Times, June 3, 2010 
Tower of Babble – Foreign Policy, January 6, 2010 
African Leaders Advise Bono on Reform of U2 – Huffington Post, November 23, 2009 
Out of Burundi, Into America – Wall Street Journal, August 26, 2009 
Who is the Target Audience for Celebrity Aid Campaigns? – Huffington Post, August 13, 2009 

“Human Rights are the Wrong Basis for Healthcare,” Financial Times, October 12, 2009. 

 

“The Anarchy of Success,” review of the books The Drunkard's Walk by L.Mlodinow and Bad 

Samaritans by H.Chang, New York Review of Books, October 2009 
 

False Economy, a review of Alan Beattie's new book in the Financial Times, April 13, 2009 

 

Affluence and Ethics, a review of Peter Singer's new book in the Wall Street Journal, March 5, 2009 

 

“The Poor Man's Burden,”Foreign Policy, January - February 2009 

 

“Foreign Aid Goes Military!” review of the book The Bottom Billion by Paul Collier, New York Review 

of Books, December 2008  

 

Development Doesn't Require Big Government, Wall Street Journal, October 2008  

 

"Trust the development experts - all 7bn", Financial Times, May 28, 2008 

 

“Why Bill Gates Hates My Book,” Wall Street Journal, February 7, 2008 

 

“Foreign Aid: An End to the World's Worst Poverty?” Interview on Foreign Exchange with Fareed 

Zakaria, WETA-TV, Public Broadcasting System, November 16, 2007 

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2012/jan/12/case-eskinder-nega/
http://williameasterly.org/the-case-of-eskinder-nega/
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/2/15bb6522-04ac-11e1-91d9-00144feabdc0.html#ixzz1d29yh73N
http://williameasterly.files.wordpress.com/2011/09/lancet_correspondence.pdf
http://dri.fas.nyu.edu/docs/IO/20919/Columbia_SeekingTheGoodLife_081011_EXCERPT.mp3
http://www.econtalk.org/archives/2011/05/easterly_on_ben.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703956904576287262026843944.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
http://download.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140673611605874.pdf
http://www.npr.org/2011/03/20/134714646/Tracing-Development-Of-Manhattan-Block
http://www.contestations.net/issues/issue-4/technocrats-vs-rights/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/jan/14/ivory-coast-william-bill-easterly
https://www.commentarymagazine.com/article/global-poverty-and-its-sad-persistence/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/12/10/AR2010121007134.html
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2010/nov/25/foreign-aid-scoundrels/?page=1
http://www.nybooks.com/blogs/nyrblog/2010/nov/15/why-are-we-supporting-repression-ethiopia/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/10/11/reinventing_the_wheel?page=full
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=130018505
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7db82dbe-c56e-11df-9563-00144feab49a.html
http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2010/09/21/guest-post-only-trade-fuelled-growth-can-help-the-worlds-poor/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703618504575460680218948348.html?mod=WSJ_LifeStyle_LS_Books
http://williameasterly.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/wsj_hazardsofdoinggood_090710.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/william-easterly/the-powerpoint-version-of_b_427257.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/NA_WSJ_PUB:SB10001424052748703999304575399422302747074.html?mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEFTTopOpinion
http://williameasterly.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/easterly_heartsandminds_wsj_0810.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/13/books/review/Easterly-t.html
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/01/06/tower_of_babble
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/william-easterly/african-leaders-advise-bo_b_367306.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/NA_WSJ_PUB:SB10001424052970203706604574374874266592760.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/william-easterly/who-is-the-target-audienc_b_258689.html
http://www.nyu.edu/fas/institute/dri/Easterly/File/NYR_sept09.pdf
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/e0fc8320-24ac-11de-9a01-00144feabdc0.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123621201818134757.html
http://www.nyu.edu/fas/institute/dri/Easterly/File/PMB09.pdf
http://www.nyu.edu/fas/institute/dri/Easterly/File/nyrb_foreign08.pdf
http://www.nyu.edu/fas/institute/dri/Easterly/File/wsj08_crash.pdf


Curriculum Vita 12 

 

“Surprised by Opportunity” a review of William Duggan’s Strategic Intuition, Wall Street Journal, 

November 14, 2007 

 

"An Ivory Tower Analysis of Real World Poverty ," a review of Paul Collier's The Bottom Billion,The 

Lancet, October 27th 2007 

 

"Don't Bank on the ADB”, The Wall Street Journal Asia, October 2nd 2007 

 

“How, and How Not, to Stop AIDS in Africa,” Review of The Invisible Cure: Africa, the West, and the 

Fight Against AIDS by Helen Epstein, New York Review of Books, Volume 54, Number 13 · August 16, 

2007 

“What Bono doesn’t say about Africa,” Los Angeles Times, July 6, 2007 

“The Ideology of Development,” Foreign Policy, July/August 2007 

“Does He Hear the Poor? Don’t Bank on It”, Washington Post, April 22, 2007 

ABC News Nightline, April 2007 

“Africa’s Poverty Trap,” Wall Street Journal, March 23, 2007 

“His magical misery tour”, review of William Vollmann, Poor People, Wall Street Journal, March 2, 2007 

Council on Foreign Relations, online debate with Steven Radelet, The Effectiveness of Foreign Aid, 

November 2006 

Interview, CNN “In the Money,”November 25, 2006 

"Dismal Science," The Wall Street Journal, November 15, 2006 

“Is foreign aid working?” A debate with Hilary Benn, UK Cabinet Minister for Development, The 

Prospect, November 2006 (UK) 

Inteview by Paul Solman, The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer , September 21st 2006 

"4 Ways To Spend $60 Billion Wisely",The Washington Post, July 2nd 2006 
 

“The Handouts that Feed Poverty,” The Los Angeles Times, April 30th 2006 

 

“Accountability for multilateral development banks” testimony before the  

Senate Foreign Relations Committee, March 28, 2006 

 

"The West can't save Africa, " The Washington Post, February 13th 2006 

 

"The Utopian Nightmare," Foreign Policy, September/October 2005 

 

Interview on aid and poverty, BBC “The World” (National Public Radio), September 9, 2005 

 

"Tone Deaf on Africa " The New York Times, July 3rd 2005 

 

"The White Band's Burden,"The Independent (UK), June 5th 2005 

 

Review of Jeffrey Sachs, The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time, Washington Post 

Book World, March 2005 

 

“Money is not a cure-all for Africa’s poor,” The Times Higher Education Supplement, March 2005 

 

Comment On: "Latin America in the Rear View Mirror." Journal of Monetary Economics, January 2005, 

v. 52, iss. 1, pp. 109-12 

 

http://www.nybooks.com/contents/20070816
http://www.nybooks.com/contents/20070816
http://www.nybooks.com/contents/20070816
http://www.nyu.edu/fas/institute/dri/Easterly/File/oral_testimony_senate_foreign_relations_committee.pdf
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','target~~fullText||args~~5','');
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“Playing the Aid Game”, Forbes, August 11, 2003 

 

Review of Will Hutton, A Declaration of Interdependence, Washington Post Book World, July 2003. 

 

“In Search of the Holy Grail: The Elusive Quest for Growth and Development”, Interview by Brian 

Snowdon, World Economics, Volume 4, No. 3, 51-92. 

 

Review of Michael Mandelbaum, The Ideas that Conquered the World: Peace, Democracy, and Free 

Markets, Washington Post Book World, September 2002. 

 

“Give the poor a choice,” (joint with Dennis Whittle), Financial Times, August 26, 2002. 

 

“The cartel of good intentions”, Foreign Policy, July/August 2002 

 

Book review of Joseph Stiglitz, Globalization and Its Discontents, Financial Times, 2002. 

 

“Tired old mantras at Monterrey”, The Wall Street Journal, March 18, 2002. 

 

“The failure of economic development”, interview in Challenge Magazine, January/February 2002. 

 

“Think Again: Debt Relief”, Foreign Policy, November/December 2001 

 

“The failure of development,” Financial Times, July 4, 2001 

 

“Does foreign aid add up?” Foreign Policy July/August 2001, Global Newsstand, p.94 

 

Book review of Mancur Olson, Power and Prosperity: outgrowing Communist and Capitalist 

Dictatorships, Finance and Development, December 2000. 

 

Comment on Dani Rodrik, “Governing the Global Economy: Does One Architectural Style Fit All?”in 

Susan M. Collins and Robert Z. Lawrence, eds. Brookings Trade Forum 1999. 

 

Comment on Joel Slemrod, “Taxation, Prosperity, and Growth”, Brookings Papers on Economic Activity 

1996:1. 

 

Book review of A. Aslund, How Russia Became a Market Economy, Finance and Development, 

December 1995. 

 

(With M. Bruno) “Could inflation stabilization be expansionary?”, Transition Newsletter, Volume 6, 

Number 7-8, July-August 1995. 

 

Book review of R. Herrnstein and C. Murray, The Bell Curve, Finance and Development, March 1995. 

 

(with S. Fischer) “What we can learn from the Soviet collapse”, Finance and Development, December 

1994. 

 

(with S. Fischer) "Living on Borrowed Time: Lessons of the Soviet Economy's Collapse", Transition, 

Volume 5, No. 4, April 1994, pp. 1-3. 
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book review of L.E. Harrison, Who Prospers? How Cultural Values Shape Economic and Political 

Success, Finance and Development, March 1994, p.51. 

 

 (with P. Vieira da Cunha) "Financing the Storm: Russia's Inflation Crisis", Transition, Volume 5, No. 

4,October-November 1993, pp. 4-6.  

 

(with L. Summers) "Culture Is Not To Blame," Financial Times, op-ed page, April 15, 1992. 

 

(with L. Summers) "Culture is Not an Obstacle to Growth," WE/MBI (Russia), June 1, 1992. 

 

Book review of Growth, Productivity, and Unemployment, by P. Diamond, in Finance and Development, 

Vol 28(4):51. December 1991. 

 

"Economic Policy and Economic Growth," in Finance and Development, Vol. 28(3):10-13, September 

1991. 

 

"Projection of Growth Rates", CEC Outreach Note #5, World Bank, November 1992. 

 

(with K. Schmidt-Hebbel) "Ten Questions and Answers about Public Sector Deficits," CEC Outreach 

Note #10, World Bank, May 1993. 

 

(with L. Pritchett) "The Determinants of Economic Success: Luck and Policy," Finance and 

Development, December 1993, pp. 38-41. 

 

book review of P. Krugman, Geography and Trade, Finance and Development, Vol. 29, No. 4, December 

1992. 

 

"Inflation and Stabilization," comments on Stephan Haggard, in The New Political Economy and 

Development Policymaking, edited by G. Meier, International Center for Economic Growth, 

1991. 

 

8. Other professional data 

 

Google Scholar citations: 45,093 (March 25, 2015) 

 

referee for: American Economic Review, Journal of Political Economy, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 

Journal of Monetary Economics, Economic Development and Cultural Change, Journal of Development 

Economics, Journal of Economic Growth, Canadian Journal of Economics, National Science Foundation, 

Cambridge University Press, University of Michigan Press, Chilean National Research Council, African 

Economic Research Consortium, Journal of African Economies, World Bank Research Committee, 

Finance and Development, World Bank Economic Review, World Bank Research Observer. 

 

 

 

 

Grants: 

 

 “The Macroeconomics of the Public Sector Deficit,” 1989 ($315,500 grant from World Bank Research 

Committee) 

 



Curriculum Vita 15 

“How do National Policies affect Long-run Growth?” 1992 ($217,700 grant from World Bank 

Research Committee and $30,000 from InternationalCenter for Economic Growth) 

 

“Patterns of Growth,” 1994 ($39,950 grant from World Bank Research Committee) 

 

“International Measures of Schooling Years and Schooling Quality.” 1996 ($33,000 from World Bank 

Research Committee)  

 

“A Unique Dataset to test hypotheses about inflation and stabilization,” 1997 ($25,000 grant from World 

Bank Research Committee) 

 

"Development, democracy, and state violence," 2001 ($35,000 grant from World Bank Research 

Committee and Norwegian Fund) 

 

Conference grants: $25,000 (NYU 2003), $35,000 (NYU 2004), $20,000 (NYU 2005) 

 

John Templeton grant 2006: $58,959 

 

John Templeton grant 2008: $729,236 

 

Charles G. Koch Foundation 2008-2009 $115,000                    

 

Searle Freedom Foundation 2008-2009 $240,000 

 

BBVA Frontier of Knowledge in Development Cooperation Award 2009, $546,920 

 

Thomas W. Smith Foundation, 2010, $155,000 

 

John Templeton grant, 2013, $2.4 million 

 

Thomas W. Smith Foundation, 2014, $309,000 

 

Teaching (courses taught): 

 

New YorkUniversity: 

 

Economic Development, Ph.D. course, Fall 2003, Fall 2004, Spring 2006, Fall 2006, Spring 2009, Spring 

2010, Spring 2011, Spring 2012, Spring 2013, Fall 2013, Fall 2014 

 

Africa in the World Economy, Blend upper level undergraduate/Masters course, Spring 2003, Spring 

2004, Spring 2006, Spring 2007, Fall 2008, Fall 2009, Fall 2011, Fall 2012, Fall 2013, Spring 2015 

 

Economic Development, Upper level undergraduate, Fall 2004, Fall 2005, Spring 2007 

 

Principles of Economics (Micro), undergraduate, Fall 2010 

 

Globalization and Development Policy: Focus on Africa, Spring 2005 (joint course for Columbia and 

NYU students, sole taught) 
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 Georgetown University, mixed graduate/undergraduate Open Economy Macro Fall 1992; 

Undergraduate course on development, Spring 1997, Fall 1997-1998 (two lectures on growth in course 

sponsored by World Bank Research Group), Graduate course on Economic Growth (co-taught with David 

Dollar) Fall 1997  

 

School of Advanced International Studies, JohnsHopkins University  1992-1995. Open Economy Macro. 

 

University of Maryland, Faculty Visitor (part-time), Spring 1996. 

 

Personal: Place of birth: West Virginia 

  Hometown: Bowling Green, Ohio 

  Non-work activities: sleeping, eating, reading, opera, quality time with wife and kids. 

 

Address:  New YorkUniversity 

  Department of Economics 

  19 West 4
th
 Street, Room 705 

  New YorkNY10012 

  Fax 212 995 4186 

  Email: William.Easterly@NYU.edu 

  Web site: http://williameasterly.org/ 

 

 

mailto:William.Easterly@NYU.edu
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