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One-fifth of the world’s international migrants live in

the United States
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There are 232
million
international
migrants worldwide
—3.2% of the world
population

All other countries,
48.6%

The top ten
receiving countries
house over 51% of

all migrants
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There were 10 million immigrants in the US in 1950

103 m
6.9%

Source: Gibson and Jung 2006, 2010 ACS 1-year estimates.
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By 1970, the number had decreased and the share of
the US that was foreign-born was less than 5 percent

103 m
6.9%

9.7m 9.6 m
54% 4.7%

Source: Gibson and Jung 2006, 2010 ACS 1-year estimates.
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By 1980, the immigrant population started growing

103 m
6.9%

-

9.7m9o96m 14.0m
54% 47% 6.2%

Source: Gibson and Jung 2006, 2010 ACS 1-year estimates.
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In 1990 there were twice as many immigrants as in
1970

9.7m9o96m 14.0m 19.8 m
54% 47% 6.2% 7.9%

Source: Gibson and Jung 2006, 2010 ACS 1-year estimates.
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The 1990s saw the largest increase on record, 11.3
million more immigrants

9.7m 96m 140m 19.8m 31.Tm
54% 4.7% 6.2% 7.9% 11.1%

Source: Gibson and Jung 2006, 2010 ACS 1-year estimates.
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Between 1990 and 2010 the immigrant population
had doubled again to over 40 million

9.7m 96m 140m 19.8m 31.1Tm 400 m
54% 4.7% 6.2% 7.9% 11.1% 12.9%

Source: Gibson and Jung 2006, 2010 ACS 1-year estimates.
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Immigrants from Mexico dominate the U.S. foreign-

born population

Number and Share of Immigrant Population for Top Ten Countries of Birth, 2012
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11,563,374

- 1,967,998

- 1,868,316

- 1,710,424

- 1,271,859

- Top origin countries 1,258,979
for refugees: lIraq,

- Burma, Bhutan, 1,113,901

- Somalia, Cuba, Iran, 1,084,662
Dem Rep Congo,

- S 957,376

- 858,530

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2012, U.S. Department of State 2014
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The number of recent arrivals continues to increase
while their share of all immigrants has declined

Newly arriving immigrants as a share of all immigrants, 1990, 2000, and 2012

45,000,000
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Note: 1990 new arrivals are 1981 to 1990, 2000 new arrivals are 1991 to 2000, 2012 new arrivals are 2001 to 2012.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 and 2000 Decennial Censuses, American Community Survey 2012 1-year estimates microdata, accessed via IPUMS.org.



Metros vary in the share of all immigrants who are
new arrivals
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U.S. urban destinations of immigrants have shifted in
the past century

Fourth ranked metro

60(y — Third ranked metro
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First ranked metro
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2010 values represent 2006-2010 5-year estimates. Source: Author’s calculations of 1900-1950 and 1970-2000 Decennial Census data accessed via Minnesota Population Center’s National
Historical Geographic Information System, http://www.nhgis.org; 1960 Decennial Census data accessed via U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Census of Population: 1960, Vol. 1, Characteristics of the
Population (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1963); and 2006-2010 ACS 5-year estimates, http://www.census.gov/acs/www/.

Audrey Singer (2013), “Contemporary Immigrant Gateways in Historical Perspective”
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Nine metropolitan areas experienced a doubling of
their foreign-born population in the last decade
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21 metros gained over 100,000 immigrants in the
last decade
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While slightly more than half of the native-born
population are 20-64, 79 percent of the foreign-born
are in that age group

Native Born Foreign Born
85 and over -

80 to 84 -

75 to 79 -

70 to 74 -

65 to 69 -

60 to 64
55 to 59
50 to 54
45 to 49
- 57% 19%
35 to 39
30 to 34 o o
25 to 29
20 to 24
I5to 19
10 to 14
5to9
Oto 4

12% 10% 8% 6% 4% 2% 0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12%

Source: Brookings analysis of 2010 ACS 1-year estimates; microdata, accessed via IPUMS.org; Audrey Singer (2012) “Investing in the Human Capital of Immigrants, Strengthening Regional Economies”
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The share of working age immigrants with a
bachelor’s degree exceeds the share without a high
school diploma
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Similar shifts in skills are evident among the working
age US-born, although those without a high school
diploma is a much smaller share
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Education profiles of immigrants vary by
metropohtan area due to historical settlement
__patterns and mdustry composmon

5
h
S e \
-":..:'P. “-‘__\ / TN \ ) . — S v :s-‘s__.‘ \':I
{‘ -‘\L\: ll\\ ’
L\f/-/ \\1 J |
LN A High: Skilled .
'\._\‘ ! R

- Balanced
Low Skilled

Source: Brookings Institution analysis of 2009 ACS data; Matthew Hall et al. (2011), “The Geography of Immigrant Skills: Educational Profiles of Metropolitan Areas”
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Change in the LEP population,
age 16-65, 89 metro areas, 2000-2012
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Source: Brookings analysis of 2012 ACS 1-year estimates; microdata, accessed via IPUMS.org;
Jill H. Wilson (forthcoming), “Investing in English Skills: The Limited English Proficient Workforce in U.S. Metropolitan Areas”



Immigrants are a growing part of the labor force

Foreign-born share of total population and labor force, 1970 - 2010

18.0
16.4

13.5
9.0

Civilian labor

force,age 16 — 64
4.5
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Source: U.S. decennial census data, 1970-2000 and ACS 2010, accessed from IPUMS.org Audrey Singer (2012), “Immigrant Workers in the U.S. Labor Force”
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Immigrants are over-represented in certain
industries

Percent foreign born by industry, 2010 (dashed line indicates total immigrant share of employed civilians)
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Source: 2010 Current Population Survey data accessed via IPUMS.org Audrey Singer (2012),“lmmigrant Workers in the U.S. Labor Force”
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Immigrants are over-represented in fastest-growing
occupations: construction and healthcare

Foreign-born share in 2010 of the fifteen fastest-growing occupations, 2010 - 2020
0% 12 24 36 48 60 72

Reinforcing iron and rebar workers
Interpreters and translators* _
Helpers -- masons, tile and marble setters™
Helpers -- carpenters*
Helpers -- pipelayers, plumbers, etc.*
Home health aides*
Personal care aides™
Glaziers
Market research analysts and specialists* _
Veterinary technologists and technicians™
Diagnostic medical sonographers™
Physical therapists assistants*
Physical therapist aides™ PS High-skill occupation
Medical secretaries* Mid-skill occupation
Meeting, convention and event planners* - Low-skill occupation

Source: Projections data from Table 6 of http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/ecopro.pdf; share foreign-born from 2010 Current Population Survey; skill level based
on typical education needed to enter the occupation as reported by BLS. *For occupations marked with an asterisk, there is not a one-to-one match between BLS
and CPS data. CPS data, which was used to determine the share foreign born, has less detailed occupational categories. Note: Biomedical engineers and occupa-
tional therapy assistants were among the fifteen occupations projected to grow the fastest by BLS, but they are not included on this graph because the sample size
for foreign-born workers in those occupations in the 2010 CPS was too small to produce a reliable estimate. 5,qrey Singer (2012),“immigrant Workers in the U.S. Labor Force”
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Immigrants are over-represented in occupations
projected to have the most new jobs

Foreign-born share in 2010 of the fifteen largest-growing occupations, 2010 - 2020

0% 4 8 12 16 20 24

Home health aides*

Nursing aides, orderlies and attendants™
Personal care aides™

Combined food prep and serving workers
Heavy and tractor trailer truck drivers™*
Laborers and other movers, hand
Childcare workers

Cashiers

Registered nurses

Office clerks, general

Retail salespersons

Customer service representatives

Bookkeeping, accounting and auditing clerks ®H Igh-SkIII occupation

Mid-skill occupation
Elementary school teachers, excl. spec. ed.* _ Low-skill occu pation

Source: Projections data from Table 7 of http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/ecopro.pdf; share foreign-born from 2010 Current Population Survey; skill level
based on typical education needed to enter the occupation as reported by BLS

*For occupations marked with an asterisk, there is not a one-to-one match between BLS and CPS data. CPS data, which was used to determine the share
foreign born, has less detailed occupational categories. Audrey Singer (2012),“Immigrant Workers in the U.S. Labor Force”
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