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Isabel V. Sawhill is a senior fellow in Economic Studies at the Brookings Institution. She served 
as vice president and director of the Economic Studies program from 2003 to 2006, and as co-
director of the Center on Children and Families from 2007 to 2015. Prior to joining Brookings, 
Dr. Sawhill was a senior fellow at The Urban Institute. She also served as an associate director at 
the Office of Management and Budget from 1993 to 1995, where her responsibilities included all 
of the human resource programs of the federal government, accounting for one third of the 
federal budget.  
 
In addition, she has authored or edited numerous books and articles including most recently The 
Forgotten Americans: An Economic Agenda for a Divided Nation (2018) and Generation 
Unbound: Drifting into Sex and Parenthood Without Marriage (2014). Her research has 
spanned a wide array of economic and social issues, including fiscal policy, economic growth, 
poverty and inequality, welfare reform, the well-being of children, and changes in the family.  
She is the Frances Perkins Fellow of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, a 
recipient of the Academy’s Moynihan award (2016), past President of the American Association 
of Public Policy and Management, and a recipient of their Exemplar award (2014). She was also 
named a Distinguished Fellow of the American Economic Association (2017). 
 
Dr. Sawhill helped to found Power to Decide, formerly known as The National Campaign to 
Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy. She has been a Visiting Professor at Georgetown Law 
School and Director of the National Commission for Employment Policy. She received her Ph.D. 
from New York University in 1968.  
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Yale University Press, 2018.  
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AEI-Brookings Working Group on the Working Class, 2018. 
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Group on Paid Family Leave, 2017. 
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Brookings Institution, 2014. 
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Brookings Institution and Princeton University 17(2), 2007. 
 
Opportunity in America, The Future of Children (editor). Brookings Institution and Princeton 
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Restoring Fiscal Sanity 2005: Meeting the Long-Run Challenge (co-editor with Alice Rivlin). 

Washington, DC: The Brookings Institution, 2005. 
 
Restoring Fiscal Sanity: How to Balance the Budget (co-editor with Alice Rivlin). Washington, 

DC: The Brookings Institution, 2004. 
 

One Percent for the Kids: New Policies, Brighter Futures for America’s Children (editor). 
Washington: DC: The Brookings Institution, 2003. 

 
Welfare Reform and Beyond: The Future of the Safety Net (co-editor with R. Kent Weaver, Ron  
 Haskins and Andrea Kane). Washington, DC: The Brookings Institution, 2002. 
 
Updating America’s Social Contract: Economic Growth and Opportunity in the New Century  
 (with Rudolph Penner and Timothy Taylor). Washington, DC: The American Assembly, 

The Brookings Institution, The Urban Institute, W.W. Norton & Company, 2000.  
 
Getting Ahead: Economic and Social Mobility in America (with Daniel McMurrer). Washington,  
 DC: Urban Institute Press, 1998. 
 
Welfare Reform: An Analysis of the Issues (editor). Washington, DC: Urban Institute Press, 1995. 
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DC: Urban Institute Press, 1988. 
 
The Legacy of Reaganomics: Prospects for Long-Term Growth (co-editor with Charles R. 

Hulten). Washington, DC: Urban Institute Press, 1984. 
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Institute Press, 1984. 
 
The Reagan Record: An Assessment of America's Changing Domestic Priorities (co-editor with 

John L. Palmer). Cambridge, MA: Ballinger Publishing Company, 1984. 
 
The Reagan Experiment: An Examination of Economic and Social Policies Under the Reagan 

Administration (co-editor with John L. Palmer). Washington, DC: Urban Institute Press, 
1982. 

 
Youth Employment and Public Policy (co-editor with Bernard Anderson). Englewood Cliffs, NJ: 

Prentice-Hall, 1980. 
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Washington, DC: Urban Institute, 1975. 
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“Lots of plans to boost tax credits: which is best?” (with Christopher Pulliam), Brookings, 
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“What the forgotten Americans really want – and how to give it to them,” Brookings, October 

2018. 
 
“Following the Evidence to Reduce Unplanned Pregnancy and Improve the Lives of Children and 

Families,” (with Senator Thomas R. Carper and Andrea Kane), ANNALS 678, July 2018.  
 
“What we know and don’t know about declining labor force participation: A review,” (with 

Eleanor Krause), Brookings, May 17, 2017. 
 
“Creating opportunity for the forgotten Americans,” (with Edward Rodrigue), in Brookings Big 

Ideas for America, edited by Michael E. O’Hanlon, Brookings, October 7, 2016. 
 
“The poor and the middle class need jobs, jobs, and more jobs,” Brookings, October 6, 2016. 
 
“The Decline of the American Family: Can Anything Be Done to Stop the Damage?” (with Ron 

Haskins), ANNALS 667, September 2016. 
 
“Social Mobility: A Promise that Could Still Be Kept,” (with Richard V. Reeves), Milken Institute 

Review, July 15, 2016. 
 
“Modeling Equal Opportunity,” (with Richard V. Reeves), RSF: The Russell Sage Foundation 

Journal of the Social Sciences 2, no. 2, May 2016. 
 
“One third of a nation: Strategies for helping working families,” (with Edward Rodrigue and 

Nathan Joo), Brookings, May 31, 2016. 
 
“An agenda for reducing poverty and improving opportunity,” (with Edward Rodrigue), 

Brookings, November 18, 2015. 
 
“Marriage and Child Wellbeing Revisited: Introducing the Issue,” (with Sara McLanahan), The 

Future of Children, Fall 2015. 
 
“The Promise of Birth Control,” (with Ron Haskins and Sara McLanahan), The Future of 

Children Policy Brief, Fall 2015. 
 
“Is there a shortage of marriageable men?” (with Joanna Venator), Brookings, CCF Policy Brief 

#56, September 22, 2015. 
 
“Purposeful Parenthood: Better Planning Benefits New Parents and Their Children,” Education 

Next, Spring 2015. 
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http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/policybrief.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2015/09/22-shortage-of-marriageable-men-sawhill-venator
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Feducationnext.org%2Fpurposeful-parenthood%2F&ei=52xCVcTFKYzDggSduoC4AQ&usg=AFQjCNH4AHOmVoJgYKF3oCLTQm35xItiHA&sig2=5er_uAkqE1ykDup_b8fWLg&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
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“Improving Children’s Life Chances through Better Family Planning,” (with Joanna Venator), 

Brookings, CCF Policy Brief #55, January 23, 2015. 
 
“Responsible Parenting: A Test of Character?,” Brookings, October 22, 2014. 
 
“The Impact of Unintended Childbearing on Future Generations,” (with Joanna Venator), 

Brookings, September 12, 2014. 
 
“How Much Could We Improve Children’s Life Chances by Intervening Early and Often?,” (with 

Quentin Karpilow), Brookings, CCF Policy Brief #54, July 8, 2014. 
 
“Family complexity: Is it a problem and if so, what should we do?,” The ANNALS of the 

American Academy of Political and Social Science, July 2014. 
 
“Reducing Unintended Pregnancies for Low-Income Women,” (with Joanna Venator), 

Brookings, June 19, 2014. 
 
“Target Aid to Students Most Likely to Succeed,” Education Next, Spring 2014. 
 
“Raising the Minimum Wage and Redesigning the EITC,” (with Quentin Karpilow), Brookings, 

January 30, 2014. 
 
“A No-Cost Proposal to Reduce Poverty & Inequality,” (with Quentin Karpilow), Brookings, CCF 

Policy Brief #51, January 10, 2014. 
 
 “Improving Children’s Life Chances: Estimates from the Social Genome Model,” (with Kerry 

Searle Grannis), Brookings, October 11, 2013. 
 
 “Higher Education and the Opportunity Gap,” The College Board, October 2013. 

 
 “Parenting, Politics, and Social Mobility,” (with Richard Reeves and Kimberly Howard), 

Democracy: A Journal of Ideas, Fall 2013. 
 
“Strategies for Assisting Low-Income Families,” (with Quentin Karpilow), Brookings, July 1, 

2013.  
 
“Should Everyone Go To College?”(with Stephanie Owen), Brookings, CCF Policy Brief #50, May 

2013. 
 
“Do We Face a Permanently Divided Society?” The Economics of Inequality, Poverty, and 

Discrimination in the 21st Century, Robert S. Rycroft (ed.). The University of Mary 
Washington: March 2013. 

 
“Middle Childhood Success and Economic Mobility,” (with J. Lawrence Aber, Kerry Searle 

Grannis, and Stephanie Owen), Brookings, February 15, 2013. 
 
 “Can Academic Standards Boost Literacy and Close the Achievement Gap?” (with Ron Haskins,  
 Richard Murnane, and Catherine Snow), The Future of Children Policy Brief, Fall 2012. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Freports%2F2015%2F01%2Fimproving-life-chances-better-family-planning-sawhill&ei=9WxCVfHuCszUgwSYz4DgCA&usg=AFQjCNGgVLf33rl92lwcubZ6S0bdHzMf8w&sig2=0YmSsWaHbQackvybqHCkfQ&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2014%2F10%2F22-responsible-parenting-test-character-sawhill&ei=AG1CVZHZMYyjgwSS8IDwDg&usg=AFQjCNHPOD9ajckDud1UVYPvY76m5-a_Ww&sig2=Xj0VEMUq4f3rr8yq9A1FkA&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCQQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2014%2F09%2F12-impact-unintended-childbearing-future-sawhill&ei=DG1CVamUIIWwggSUuoGgDA&usg=AFQjCNFDtxFbKEUdk_qynQNfAQk0MqCtWA&sig2=rNiZevU4oopPhTDCqnCWew&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2014%2F07%2Fimprove-child-life-chances-interventions-sawhill&ei=Fm1CVe-9EMTqgwTYxoHACQ&usg=AFQjCNFLe4pH-HF6sTz5B0GXbYk_PIxorQ&sig2=R7Kih5o8-E8UeIaq3J7jXQ&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fann.sagepub.com%2Fcontent%2F654%2F1%2F240.full.pdf%2Bhtml&ei=IW1CVbW1Fsi0ggTqqIDICw&usg=AFQjCNGTkm1lZB_euonTvHr5Q5h5aKlSOQ&sig2=mMZi5i0SV0U3N0TlUxbJ6Q&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCQQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2014%2F06%2F19-reducing-unintended-pregnancies-low-income-women-sawhill-venator&ei=Lm1CVeukBIaqgwSE3oGwDA&usg=AFQjCNEi3-Yy5eeLELj-bdhct1asaOKN-Q&sig2=MGcLBWC3utYNmn3qEe3rkA&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Feducationnext.org%2Ftarget-aid-to-students-most-likely-to-succeed%2F&ei=OG1CVYHNHcWhNtzegcgM&usg=AFQjCNFU8CXnVVcXQQbms34z6T2rJUWnyg&sig2=1y_oRD0Xr4sQ8qrMT3mEiw&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2014%2F01%2F30-raising-minimum-wage-redesigning-eitc-sawhill&ei=R21CVd7TBoWvggSdmYCwAw&usg=AFQjCNFeQu-UMFRWljmOJJlKxMI5_35cWg&sig2=jwBu2cLz55N1nfZq5nQIYg&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2014%2F01%2F09-no-cost-proposal-reduce-poverty-inequality-sawhill&ei=Um1CVb7RMMuoNuTOgKAM&usg=AFQjCNEHEsCANf1olwKO7ggIaLXJTzLYYQ&sig2=lTNeO_UYXk6SIHBAObBjYg&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCMQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2013%2F10%2F11-improving-childrens-life-chances-sawhill-grannis&ei=Xm1CVb3wFMuogwTB-oHYDg&usg=AFQjCNFFt_wqoTtPTXjd_DV9IoEO01fFJw&sig2=45VvjmKNxdNvSTzyk4KB0Q&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2013/10/higher-education-opportunity-gap-sawhill
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCQQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Farticles%2F2013%2F09%2F09-parenting-gap-social-mobility-reeves-sawhill&ei=j21CVfWRHMmfgwSCzIG4BA&usg=AFQjCNE5t212lHo8mpnL-WLclkXVMjTOhg&sig2=9lWjj7rAJebkfT2dOo1tZw&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2013%2F07%2F01assisting-low-income-families-sawhill&ei=mm1CVZf7JIalNuHDgZAC&usg=AFQjCNFA1V0TnmuXeYh8F3MAQsRcAwfSYg&sig2=97CyOQVPqq2q9aBC4xqbCg&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2013/05/08-should-everyone-go-to-college-owen-sawhill
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCQQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2013%2F02%2F15-education-success-economic-mobility-aber-grannis-owen-sawhill&ei=021CVbSEIsOYNubRgNAM&usg=AFQjCNH2C2QWlf_LHnSUISVDosNtQie6iw&sig2=NDlG77z7dJtkXLK7SVxBrQ&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2012/10/02-boost-literacy-haskins-sawhill
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“Pathways to the Middle Class: Balancing Personal and Public Responsibilities,” Brookings,  
 September 20, 2012. 
 
“The 2011 Poverty Rate: What to Expect and How Long Will It Last?” Brookings, September 10,  
 2012. 
 
“Are We Headed Toward A Permanently Divided Society?” Brookings, CCF Policy Brief #48, 

March 2012. 
 
“A Perspective on the Budget Deficit and Job Creation,” Brookings, Brookings Campaign 2012, 

January 2012. 
 
“OWS and the Demise of the American Dream,” Democracy: A Journal of Ideas, October 20, 

2011. 
 

“An Update to “Simulating the Effect of the ‘Great Recession’ on Poverty,” The Brookings 
Institution, September 13, 2011. 

 
“The Ryan Budget: Voodoo Economics Redux,” Democracy: A Journal of Ideas, April 6, 2011. 
 
 “An Ounce of Prevention: Policy Prescriptions for Reducing the Prevalence of Fragile Families,” 

(with Adam Thomas and Emily Monea). Future of Children, Volume on Fragile Families, 
September 2010. 

 
“Attention: Deficit,” (with Greg Anrig), Democracy: A Journal of Ideas, September 8, 2010. 
 
 “Federal Programs for Youth: More of the Same Won’t Work,” (with Jon Baron). Youth Today, 

April 1, 2010. 
 
“We Need a New Start for Head Start,” (with Jon Baron), Education Week, March 1, 2010. 
 
“What Role Can Health Care Reform Play in Restoring Middle Class Prosperity?” Brookings, 

September 30, 2009. 
 
“Bad News on Poverty, Worse to Come,” Brookings, September 16, 2009. 
 
“Simulating the Effect of the ‘Great Recession’ on Poverty,” (with Emily Monea), Brookings, 

September 10, 2009. 
 
“The Potential Role of Entitlement or Budget Commissions in Addressing Long-term Budget 

Problems,” (with Fiscal Seminar Group), Brookings, June 2, 2009. 
 
“New Approaches to Addressing Long-Term Fiscal Responsibility,” (with Joe Antos, Robert 

Bixby, Stuart Butler, Alison Fraser, William Galston, Ron Haskins, Julia Isaacs, Will 
Marshall, Pietro Nivola, Rudolph Penner, Robert Reischauer, Alice M. Rivlin, and C. 
Eugene Steuerle), Brookings, February 17, 2009. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCgQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2012%2F09%2F20-pathways-middle-class-sawhill-winship&ei=921CVcCPG8uWgwTsv4GIAg&usg=AFQjCNFWuIFUSEVH3_062ZaLeegItfmUXw&sig2=h1kssmni0L-AzEJk-7iWew&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2012%2F09%2F10-poverty-rate-sawhill&ei=Bm5CVby1D8iwggS68YHQAw&usg=AFQjCNFbcILXpAwu-XTFSVOn55_U9hJmXg&sig2=shZpNlESoZ9XpuTPevBeDA&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2012/03/30-divided-society-sawhill
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2012%2F01%2F19-budget-jobs-sawhill&ei=Km5CVfjqD4SMNsqmgdAE&usg=AFQjCNGg0D2ljYbnI88LK9-DyPfbPZDTsw&sig2=l9ZBlIEDnLNIz7FM6uk1jw&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
http://www.democracyjournal.org/arguments/2011/10/occupy-wall-street-and-the-demise-of-the-american-dream.php
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2011/09/13-recession-poverty-monea-sawhill
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.democracyjournal.org%2Farguments%2F2011%2F04%2Fthe-ryan-budget-voodoo-economics-redux.php&ei=yMtDVZumMcuYgwT_qYC4CQ&usg=AFQjCNE8G0D46PxyGTjvcZ2k9iQY_dDxfg&sig2=VGQqpABJ2CmjnfISeNMjyw&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
http://futureofchildren.org/publications/docs/20_02_07.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.democracyjournal.org%2F18%2F6771.php%3Fpage%3Dall&ei=bs5DVZj8BoLFggSB_oGYCA&usg=AFQjCNEtGusQLA7Aeno2Jow74Mj9KAxzXA&sig2=f5Pr_7KURlz2zgyxjEh2cw&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2010/05/01-youth-programs-sawhill
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2010/03/03/23sawhill.h29.html
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/up-front/posts/2009/09/30-middle-class-sawhill
http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2009/09/16-poverty-sawhill
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Freports%2F2011%2F09%2F13-recession-poverty-monea-sawhill&ei=eG5CVdqQGMexggTx9oGoAQ&usg=AFQjCNH6j5_lrtW25REE0nCU9ZrIyWJO6A&sig2=lpO0FMw9jTKubywX6XCByw&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2009%2F06%2Fcommissions-sawhill&ei=hm5CVbTnCsmnNujkgdgB&usg=AFQjCNGFr0M0T2abpBK2oELyanL8FUQDvw&sig2=FM8FTA1HhDVA-95JLnmFlg&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
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