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Figure 2.  Snow Belt and Sun Belt Shifts by Age, 
2000–2030
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Figure 1.  Snow Belt and Sun Belt 
Population Growth, 2000–2030 
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Figure 3.  Distribution of Electoral Votes Between the Sun Belt and Snow Belt, 
1970–2030
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2004 2030 Change

Snow Belt- Red (Bush in 2004) 66 58 -8
Snow Belt- Blue (Kerry in 2004) 159 138 -21

Sun Belt-Red (Bush in 2004) 220 245 +25
Sun Belt-Blue (Kerry in 2004) 93 97 +4

Total Red (Bush in 2004) 286 303 +17
Total Blue (Kerry in 2004) 252 235 -17

Table 1.  2004 Election Results with Current and Projected Electoral 
College Vote
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Snow Belt States Sun Belt States
Demographic
Profiles Red Blue Purple Red Blue Purple

Race-Ethnicity and Nativity, 2004 †

%White* 84.7 69.7 79.1 64.1 48.1 66.5
%Black* 6.3 12.0 10.7 16.4 9.6 10.9
%Asian* 2.1 4.8 2.8 2.1 11.2 4.6
%Hispanic 4.3 12.5 6.2 15.1 29.2 14.9

%Foreign Born 4.1 17.2 7.1 8.3 24.9 12.9

Population: Percent by Metro Size, 2000 ††

Metro Greater Than 1 million 21.8 74.0 54.0 39.6 78.2 48.2
Metro Between 250K -1 million 25.9 15.2 18.1 21.6 14.7 25.0
Small Metro and Non Metro 52.3 10.9 27.9 38.9 7.2 26.8

Components of Change, 2000–2004 (per 1,000) †††

International Migration 8.2 24.1 11.8 14.6 30.6 19.8
Net Domestic Migration -8.8 -29.9 -8.2 10.4 -10.4 27.0
Natural Increase 20.0 18.6 16.0 28.5 33.0 19.7

* pertains to Non-Hispanic members of each race

††† analysis of U.S. Census Bureau county population estimates, released April 14, 2005

†  analysis of U.S. Census Bureau's Current Population Survey, March 2004 Supplement. Race-ethnic percentages do not sum to 
100 due to omission of smaller groups

Source:  William H. Frey analysis of U.S. Census Bureau's 2000 Decennial Census, 2004 Current Population Survey, and 2004 
County estimates

††  analysis of  2000 Census population counts, classed according to PMSAs, MSAs and NECMAs used in the 2000 Census
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2004 2030 Change

Snow Belt-Solid Red 28 26 -2
Snow Belt-Solid Blue 57 47 -10
Snow Belt-Purple 140 123 -17

Sun Belt-Solid Red 155 168 +13
Sun Belt-Solid Blue 68 70 +2
Sun Belt-Purple 90 104 +14

Total Solid-Red 183 194 +11
Total Solid-Blue 125 117 -8
Total Purple 230 227 -3

Table 3.  Solid Red, Solid Blue, and Purple States in 2004 and 
Projected for 2030 (Based on 2004 Results)
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A ppendix A .  C hange in  E lectora l C ollege E lectors for S ta tes, 2000–2030*

E lectora l C ollege E lectors C hange
  R eg ion-P o litica l G rouping**   2030  m inus

State 2010 2020 2030 2000

SN O W  B E L T - R E D
Ind iana 11 11 11 10 -1
K ansas 6 6 6 6 0
N ebraska 5 5 4 4 -1
N orth  D ako ta 3 3 3 3 0
South D ako ta 3 3 3 3 0

SN O W  B E L T - B L U E
C onnecticut 7 7 7 6 -1
M assachusetts 12 11 11 10 -2
N ew  Y ork 31 29 27 25 -6
R hode Island 4 4 4 3 -1
V erm ont 3 3 3 3 0

SN O W  B E L T - P U R P L E
Illino is 21 20 19 18 -3
Iow a 7 6 6 6 -1
M aine 4 4 4 4 0
M ichigan 17 17 16 15 -2
M inneso ta 10 10 10 10 0
M issouri 11 10 10 10 -1
N ew  H am pshire 4 4 4 4 0
N ew  Jersey 15 15 14 14 -1
O hio 20 18 17 16 -4
P ennsylvania 21 20 18 17 -4
W isconsin 10 10 10 9 -1

SU N  B E L T - R E D
A labam a 9 8 8 8 -1
A laska 3 3 3 3 0
A rizona 10 11 13 15 + 5
G eorgia 15 16 16 16 + 1
Idaho 4 4 4 4 0
K entucky 8 8 8 7 -1
Louisiana 9 9 8 8 -1
M ississipp i 6 6 6 6 0
M ontana 3 3 3 3 0
N orth  C aro lina 15 15 16 17 + 2
O klahom a 7 7 7 7 0
South C aro lina 8 8 8 8 0
T ennessee 11 11 11 11 0
T exas 34 37 39 42 + 8
U tah 5 6 6 6 + 1
W est V irginia 5 5 4 4 -1
W yom ing 3 3 3 3 0

SU N  B E L T - B L U E
C alifo rnia 55 56 56 57 + 2
D istric t o f C o lum bia 3 3 3 3 0
M aryland 10 10 10 10 0

SU N  B E L T - P U R P L E
A rkansas 6 6 6 6 0
C olorado 9 9 9 9 0
D elaw are 3 3 3 3 0
Flo rida 27 29 32 36 + 9
H aw aii 4 4 4 4 0
N evada 5 6 6 7 + 2
N ew  M exico 5 5 5 5 0
O regon 7 7 8 8 + 1
V irginia 13 13 14 14 + 1
W ashington 11 11 12 12 + 1

P rojected
2000

  *Source:  W illiam  H . Frey estim ation  of E lectoral C ollege E lectors, based  on  the H un tington-H ill m ethod  of congressional 
reapportionm ent, from  U .S . C ensus B ureau  S tate P rojections, released  A pril 20 , 2005

 ** Snow  B elt includes sta tes in  the N ortheast and  M idw est R egions;  Sun  B elt includes sta tes in  the Sou th  and  W est R egions;  R ed  
sta tes are sta tes w ith  a  2004  B ush  m argin  over K erry (of the com bined  B ush-K erry vote) exceed ing 10  percen t; B lue sta tes w ere 
sta tes w ith  a  2004  K erry m argin  over B ush  exceed ing 10  percen t; Purp le sta tes are sta tes w here neither B ush  nor K erry w on  by m ore 
than  a  10  percen t m argin .
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