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Presentation Notes
Good morning.  It is a pleasure for me to be here with you today.  I was very excited to learn about this conference devoted exclusively to African immigrants and refugees, because they are a population that is often overlooked – at least in the research literature.



I know that many of you here are service providers, and so you know that there are many Africans in the Washington area.  Clearly, they cannot be overlooked.



My aim today is to provide some demographic statistics about the African population in the United States in general, and in Washington in particular.  



A Word about the DataA Word about the Data



 

Census 2000 Census 2000 
•• ForeignForeign--born defined as all persons born born defined as all persons born 

outside the U.S.outside the U.S.
•• Does not ask about immigration statusDoes not ask about immigration status
•• Includes legal permanent residents, Includes legal permanent residents, 

temporary migrants (e.g. students), temporary migrants (e.g. students), 
refugees and asylum seekers, and refugees and asylum seekers, and 
undocumented migrantsundocumented migrants
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Presentation Notes
Almost all of the data I am presenting is from the 2000 Census.  This is the most commonly-used source for official data on immigrants to the U.S.



Data on immigrants is gleaned from the questions on the Census long-form about place of birth.  The foreign-born population includes all persons born outside the United States, except Americans born abroad to U.S. citizen parents.



Census forms do not ask a person’s immigration status.  Thus, they include different types of immigrants:  permanent residents, students, workers, refugees, or asylees.  Although immigration status is not questioned, from what we know, undocumented immigrants and those here in a temporary status, such as students, are less likely to fill out Census forms and are therefore more likely to be underrepresented in these data.









Context: U.S. ImmigrationContext: U.S. Immigration
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Figure 1: Total Foreign Born and Share Foreign Born in the
 United States, 1900-2000 

Source: Lindsay and Singer, 2003
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Presentation Notes
To begin, I’d like to provide some context.



As you can see from this graph, the number of foreign-born residents in the United States has climbed steadily since 1970.  In addition, the percentage of the total population that is foreign-born has climbed from a low of less than five percent in 1970 to 11.1% in 2000.



This growth since 1970 is often referred to as the “new immigration.”  This wave has been taking place since about 1965 and is characterized by greater variation in national origin, educational status, economic level, return patterns, modes of adaptation, and reasons for coming.  Rather than a flow dominated by  Europeans, it has shifted to a tide of people from developing nations, and Africans are a part of this “new immigration.”





U.S. ForeignU.S. Foreign--born Populationborn Population
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Source: Census 2000
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According to the 2000 Census, the foreign-born population of the United States is 31.1 million.  Of these, 881,300 were born in Africa.  This represents approximately 3% of the total foreign-born population.  Latin Americans comprise the majority (53%), followed by Asians (27%) and Europeans (16%).



Number of Africans in the U.S. is Number of Africans in the U.S. is 
IncreasingIncreasing
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While the population of African-born residents in the United States is small relative to most other immigrant groups, their numbers are growing.  



This slide presents data from the INS.  It represents legal permanent residents only, but is still a good indicator of the recent rise in the African population.



The number of African immigrants granted legal permanent residency in 2001 was more than twice that in 1989. ��In 1989, 25,166 Africans were granted permanent resident status. In 2001, that number was 53,948. Between these years, the number of Africans admitted fluctuated.



Most Africans Arrived RecentlyMost Africans Arrived Recently
African-born Population in the U.S. 

by Period of Entry, Census 2000
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226,929, 26%
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Census data confirm this trend of increasing numbers of Africans.



More than half of the African-born counted in the 2000 Census entered the country between 1990 and 2000.  One quarter entered in the preceding decade, and less than 18 percent entered before 1980.







U.S. Settlement PatternsU.S. Settlement Patterns


 

Africans are scattered throughout the Africans are scattered throughout the 
countrycountry



 

The largest concentrations are near large The largest concentrations are near large 
cities and in the Northeastcities and in the Northeast



 

Forty percent of Africans live in just four Forty percent of Africans live in just four 
states: New York, California, Texas, and states: New York, California, Texas, and 
MarylandMaryland



 

No state has fewer than 150 AfricansNo state has fewer than 150 Africans


 

DC, Maryland, and Rhode Island have the DC, Maryland, and Rhode Island have the 
highest proportions of Africanshighest proportions of Africans
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Where are Africans going in the  U.S.? 



The answer is that they are going to many places, but concentrating in the larger cities and especially in the Northeastern region of the country.



Four states have 40% of the African population, but no state has fewer than 150 African.



If you look at Africans as a proportion of the total state population, the District of Columbia and Maryland rank highest – and these are both in our metropolitan area.



U.S. Settlement PatternsU.S. Settlement Patterns

No Africans
0.01% to 0.12%
0.13% to 0.29%
0.3% to 1.45%
1.46% to 6.0%

Foreign-born from Africa
as a percent of total
population by county

U.S. average
0.3%
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This map portrays Africans’ settlement patterns by county.  You can see that there are many counties with no Africans (those in white – 44%).  Yet there are concentrations in many different parts of the country – especially in metropolitan areas and in the Northeast.



Africans are highly urbanizedAfricans are highly urbanized


 

95% of the African95% of the African--born were living in a born were living in a 
metropolitan area in 2000.metropolitan area in 2000.



 

Almost oneAlmost one--half lived in just ten metro areas.half lived in just ten metro areas.

11%

11%

5%

4%

3%

3%
3%

3%2%2%

49%

4% New York
Washington
Los Angeles
Atlanta
Minneapolis
Boston
Houston
Chicago
Dallas
Philadelphia
All Other Metros
Non-Metro Areas
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Like many newcomers to the United States, African immigrants show a strong preference for urban areas.  



Ninety-five percent of the African-born were living in a metropolitan area in the year 2000.



Almost one-half lived in just ten cities.



New York and Washington had the highest number of Africans by far, followed by Los Angeles, Atlanta, and Minneapolis.



Washington Stands OutWashington Stands Out
METRO AREA AFRICANS AFRICAN % of 

FB
AFRICAN % of 
TOT

New York, NY PMSA 99,126 3.16 1.06

Washington, DC-MD-VA-WV PMSA 93,271 11.21 1.89

Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA PMSA 43,024 1.25 0.45

Atlanta, GA MSA 36,645 8.7 0.89

Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN-WI MSA 30,388 14.4 1.02

Boston, MA--NH PMSA 29,475 5.80 0.87

Houston, TX PMSA 26,266 3.07 0.63

Chicago, IL PMSA 23,355 1.64 0.28

Dallas, TX PMSA 20,975 3.55 0.60

Philadelphia, PA-NJ PMSA 20,391 5.71 0.40

Newark, NJ PMSA 18,086 4.69 0.89

Seattle-Bellevue-Everett, WA PMSA 16,108 4.85 0.67

Middlesex-Somerset-Hunterdon, NJ PMSA 13,142 5.40 1.12

Baltimore, MD PMSA 13,007 8.90 0.51

Providence--Fall River--Warwick, RI-MA MSA 12,380 8.67 1.04

Oakland, CA PMSA 12,006 2.09 0.50

Jersey City, NJ PMSA 11,961 5.10 1.96

San Diego, CA MSA 11,905 2.0 0.42

Columbus, OH MSA 11,114 15.6 0.72

Orange County, CA PMSA 10,387 1.22 0.36
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There are a lot of numbers here, but the point I want to make with this slide is that Washington stands out in terms of its concentration of Africans,



It ranks second only to New York in the absolute number of Africans – 99K v. 93K -- yet the percent of the foreign born who are African (11.2%) is significantly higher than New York’s (3.2%).  Only Minneapolis and Columbus have higher proportions, but they have considerably fewer in absolute numbers.



Africans also make up a relatively high proportion of the total population in the Washington metropolitan area (1.89 percent).  Only Jersey City has a higher proportion (1.96 percent), but it has fewer than 12,000 Africans.



Thus, Washington really stands out in terms of its concentration of Africans.  



The remainder of this presentation will focus exclusively on the Washington metropolitan area.









Census Definition of WashingtonCensus Definition of Washington
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First, it’s important to know exactly what we are talking about when we say “metropolitan Washington.”  



The Census defines Washington quite broadly, as you can see from this map. 



 It includes the District of Columbia, five counties in Maryland, 17 jurisdictions in Virginia, and two counties in West Virginia.  So, the numbers I am presenting are based on this geographical area.







Region of Origin for Foreign Born in Region of Origin for Foreign Born in 
WashingtonWashington
Europe

12%

Other
2%

Africa
11%

Asia
36%

Latin 
America/

Caribbean
39%

•Census 2000 counted
93,271 Africans in metro
Washington.

•Africans comprise 
eleven percent of the 
foreign-born population 
in the region, compared 
to only 3% nationwide.
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According to the 2000 Census, there were 93,271 African immigrants living in the Washington metropolitan area.



Whereas Africans comprise only 3% of the national foreign-born population, they make up 11 percent of the foreign-born population in the Washington region.







Region of Origin for AfricansRegion of Origin for Africans 
in Washingtonin Washington
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The regional composition of African immigrants in Washington is similar to that of the entire United States.



Almost ½ are from West Africa.  East Africans comprise 28%, and Northern Africans make up 14% of the African population.  



6% from Middle Africa

4% were unclassified

2% from Southern Africa



Top African Countries of Origin in Top African Countries of Origin in 
WashingtonWashington

Census 2000

1.1. EthiopiaEthiopia

2.2. NigeriaNigeria

3.3. GhanaGhana

4.4. Sierra LeoneSierra Leone

5.5. SomaliaSomalia

6.6. EgyptEgypt

7.7. LiberiaLiberia

8.8. MoroccoMorocco

9.9. SudanSudan

10.10. CameroonCameroon

INS 1990-1998
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Census does not break down the data by each individual African country, but of the ones they do delineate, Ethiopia ranks first, followed by Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone, and Egypt.  This is represented by the pie chart on the left.



This is where INS data can come in handy, even though it only includes legal permanent residents – because it does include each individual country.  For LPR’s admitted between 1990-1998, the top ten African countries of origin were Ethiopia, Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Egypt, Liberia, Morocco, Sudan and Cameroon.
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Within the Washington metropolitan area, African immigrants are concentrated in the inner suburbs and the District itself.  As you can see, there are not many in the outlying suburbs.
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This map is zooms into the inner portion of the metropolitan area to show you the settlement patterns in more detail. 



You can see that there are concentrations in Alexandria and Arlington in Virginia, and Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties in Maryland.



Africans in Local JurisdictionsAfricans in Local Jurisdictions
JurisdictionJurisdiction African %African %

Of TotalOf Total
African %African %

Of FBOf FB
AfricansAfricans

Alexandria VAAlexandria VA 6.0 23.5 7,6657,665

Montgomery MDMontgomery MD 3.03.0 11.111.1 25,776

Prince GeorgePrince George’’s MDs MD 2.82.8 20.420.4 22,56222,562

Arlington VAArlington VA 2.62.6 9.59.5 5,0145,014

Fairfax Co. VAFairfax Co. VA 1.81.8 7.47.4 17,55617,556

District of ColumbiaDistrict of Columbia 1.61.6 12.512.5 9,2089,208

Falls Church VAFalls Church VA 1.11.1 6.76.7 112112

Prince William VAPrince William VA 1.11.1 9.49.4 3,0283,028

Loudoun VALoudoun VA 0.70.7 5.95.9 1,1371,137

Fairfax CityFairfax City 0.60.6 2.32.3 123123

Manassas VAManassas VA 0.40.4 2.82.8 139139

Frederick MDFrederick MD 0.20.2 5.55.5 426426
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Alexandria, Virginia has the highest percent of its population that is African.  In fact, this is the highest percent of any county in the nation.  Africans also comprise a very high percent of Alexandria’s foreign born population.



Montgomery County actually has the highest number of Africans, followed by Prince George’s and Fairfax Counties.



Africans in Selected Places:Africans in Selected Places: 
Percent of Foreign Born PopulationPercent of Foreign Born Population
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In this final map, I highlight a handful of neighborhoods that have high concentrations of Africans.



In Alexandria, Virginia, Ethiopians make up 7.5% of the foreign-born population, while Ghanaians comprise 4.4%.



In Mount Vernon, VA, Ghanaians make up 10.4% -- the highest African proportion in the region.



Looking at Maryland now, in Silver Spring Ethiopians are 5.6% of immigrants, while immigrants from Other West African countries (i.e. not Nigeria, Ghana, or Sierra Leone) comprise 3.8%.



In East Riverdale – in PG County – Nigerians and Sierra Leonians are the largest African populations (with 5.7 and 4.2% of FB, respectively).



In the District, the Kalorama Heights/Adams Morga/Lanier Heights neighborhood has 1.8 of its immigrants from Ethiopia and 2.8% from other East African countries.









ConclusionConclusion



 

African immigration to the U.S. is a African immigration to the U.S. is a 
growing trend.growing trend.



 

Washington region is a major U.S. Washington region is a major U.S. 
destination for Africans.destination for Africans.



 

Most come from Western and Most come from Western and 
Eastern Africa.Eastern Africa.



 

Africans concentrate in the District Africans concentrate in the District 
and the inner suburbs.and the inner suburbs.
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These are the major points I have tried to demonstrate in this presentation:



The number of Africans coming to the U.S. is growing.

Metropolitan Washington really stands out as a magnet for Africans coming to the U.S.

Most of the Africans who come here are from the West African countries of Nigeria, Ghana, and Sierra Leone or the East African country of Ethiopia.

Africans concentrate in the District and inner suburbs, with few settling in the outlying areas.



I’d be happy to answer any questions or discuss this further at the end of the session…



Contact InformationContact Information

jwilson@brookings.edu

www.brookings.edu/urbanwww.brookings.edu/urban
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Or you can contact me via email.
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