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strategic nuclear warheads per side

• No limits on SNDVs
• No counting rules
• No verification measures
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• Per START data exchange, U.S. had 1188 
SNDVs capable of carrying 5916 warheads:

SNDVs Warheads
550 Minuteman/MX ICBMs 1600
96 Trident I SLBMs 576
336 Trident II SLBMs 2688
47 B-1 bombers 47
18 B-2 bombers 18
141 B-52 bombers 987

• U.S. reached SORT limit of 2200 warheads in 2009, 
even though START-accountable number was 5916
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capable of carrying)

• B-1s and four Trident 
submarines converted 
to conventional roles

• “Phantom” systems 
retired, not eliminated 
per START rules
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• Per START data exchange, Russia had 809 
SNDVs capable of carrying 3897 warheads:

SNDVs Warheads
465 SS-18/19/25/27 ICBMs 2001
268 SS-N-18/20/23/56 SLBMs 1288
76 Bear/Blackjack bombers 608

• Russia’s SORT count unknown
• But START-accountable number likely overstated 

actual number of Russian strategic warheads
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• Possible compromise:  sides acknowledge 

interrelationship between offense and 
defense, but no limits on missile defense
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• Gap between Russian proposal (500) and 
U.S. proposal (1100) narrowing

• If sides exclude systems converted to 
conventional-only roles and “phantoms,”
U.S. SNDV requirement drops to ~800

• Russia reportedly ready to accept 700
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• U.S. desire to vary warheads on Trident 
SLBMs requires actual load counting rule
• Verification should be soluble problem

• Russia wants to loosen requirements on 
telemetry and mobile ICBM monitoring
• Challenge is to simplify measures while still 

allowing sides to monitor treaty limits
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