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2000 BROWN CENTER REPORT
OVERVIEW

1. Trends in student achievement

2. Update on state tests

3. The Middle Grade Slump

4. Contradictory signals from NAEP

5. Math learning in the 1990s

6. Calculators in the classroom

7. Exemplary school programs



U n ite d  S ta te s

L e a rn in g  G a p  b e tw e e n  th e  U .S .
a n d  o th e r  C o u n tr ie s

(E s tim a te s  b a s e d  o n  T IM S S , 1 9 9 4 -9 5 , G ra d e  8 )

S in g a p o re

K o re aJ a p a n



How Can One Test
Give Two Different Results?

♦ Main NAEP

♦ Trend NAEP



W h y  T h e  D iv e r g e n c e ?

♦  C h a n g in g  F r a m e w o r k

♦  C o n te n t

♦  M a n ip u la t iv e s

♦  C a lc u la to r s

♦  P a r t ia l  C r e d it



Blue Ribbon Schools Program
Elementary School

Nomination Requirements

1. Student Focus and Support

2. School Organization and Culture

3. Challenging Standards and Curriculum

4. Active Teaching and Learning

5. Professional Community

6. Leadership and Educational Vitality

7. School, Family, and
Community Partnerships

8. Indicators of Success

Source:  “2000-2001 Blue Ribbon Schools Program: Elementary School Nomination
   Requirements,”  U.S. Department of Education, June 1, 1999, p. iii.



“ C u t t in g -E d g e ”  S c h o o l  P r a c t ic e s
E n c o u r a g e d  b y  B R S P

♦  C u r r ic u lu m  in te g r a t io n

♦  H a n d s  o n  le a rn in g  m a te r ia ls

♦  D if fe re n t  le a rn in g  s ty le s

♦  H e a lth  s e rv ic e s  a n d  s a fe ty  p r o g r a m s

♦  D e v e lo p m e n ta l ly  a p p ro p r ia te  p ro g r a m s

♦  C o -c u r r ic u la r  (e x t ra c u r r ic u la r )  o p p o r tu n it ie s

♦  E f fo r ts  to  e l im in a te  t ra c k in g  a n d  a b il i t y -g r o u p in g

♦  C o n t in u o u s  c u r r ic u lu m  re n e w a l

♦  S tu d e n t - in it ia te d  le a rn in g

♦  T e c h n o lo g y  in te g ra t io n

♦  A lte rn a t iv e  s tu d e n t  a s s e s s m e n ts

S o u rc e :   “N a t io n a l R e v ie w  P a n e l:  E le m e n ta r y  S c o r in g  G u id e l in e s ,
      2 0 0 0 -2 0 0 1 , ”  O f f ic e  o f  E d u c a t io n a l R e s e a rc h  a n d

                 Im p ro v e m e n t ,  U .S .  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  J u n e ,  1 9 9 9 ,  p p .  1 -3 1 .



2000 BROWN CENTER REPORT
CONCLUSIONS

1. Growth in reading achievement is miniscule.
Growth in math is significant, but slow.
American math performance must improve
a great deal before matching the world's
highest achieving countries.

2. The two national NAEP tests show contradictory
trends in math achievement.

3. Student performance is poor on basic math
skills.

4. High academic achievement is not necessary
to receive an exemplary school award.
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