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Is the Reading Gap Really Widening?
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READING GAP
CONCLUSIONS

1. Reading Gap has two phases.

2. Gap widened in first phase, narrowed in second.

3. On the trend NAEP, gap narrowed from 1990 to 1999.
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Urban District Achievement
Z-Score Summary

Z-Score Range
(SD Units)

Percentage of Cities
(n=39)

≥ 0.00 21%

< 0.00 80%

< 1.00 62%

< 2.00 26%
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see friends college
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How do U.S. high schools compare to those abroad?
Foreign exchange students believe...

...American schools are easier.

...American students don't work as hard.

...American students don't care as much about success at mathematics.

...American students care more about success at sports.

...American students devote more time to part-time jobs.

...American students are skeptical of the value of "learning for its own sake."

...American students are less aware of how school prepares them for an occupation.

…American students are equally aware that school prepares them for college.

...High schoolers in the U.S. and all over world enjoy being with their friends at school.
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2001 BROWN CENTER REPORT
CONCLUSIONS

1. Math scores were up in the 1990s; reading scores were flat.

2. The two NAEP tests give different stories on the reading gap.

3. Urban schools vary in achievement.  Urban districts serving
poor children appear to do better in the Sun Belt states.

4. U.S. high school culture contains formidable obstacles to
academic excellence, among them, the low value teens place
on academic accomplishments, the high value placed on
athletic success, and the distraction of part-time work.


