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The State of Metropolitan America:
Suburbs and the 2010 Census



Census 2010 signals 
continued demographic 
convergence in metro areas
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Convergence has a range of 
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We need a metro approach to 
managing demographic 
transformation
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U.S. Population Growth Slowed in the 2000s
POPULATION
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Suburbs continued to grow faster than cities

9.3

4.8

17.2

14.0

1990-2000
2000-2010

Cities Suburbs

POPULATION



City and suburban population change remained closely tied
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Non-whites accounted for 91% of U.S. population growth
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Cities remain more diverse than suburbs
RACE and 
ETHNICITY

59% non-white 35% non-white



Suburbs are diversifying faster than cities
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AGE

Boomers are “aging” the U.S. population
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AGE

Suburbs remain more “child-oriented” than cities
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Suburbs are also aging faster than cities



Suburbs continue to 
grow faster than cities

POPULATION

RACE and 
ETHNICITY

AGE

Cities and suburbs 
grow/decline together 
within metro areas

Cities remain more 
diverse than suburbs

Suburbs are 
diversifying faster than 
cities

Suburbs are home to 
greater numbers of 
children than cities

Suburbs are home to 
older populations than 
cities
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The economy has suburbanized
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Immigrants have suburbanized
Immigration
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Affordable housing has suburbanized

Housing
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foreclosure filings, 2009



Poverty has suburbanized

Poverty
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Poverty has suburbanized
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Concentrated poverty has suburbanized

Poverty
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Crime has suburbanized
Crime
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Transit need has suburbanized Transport

Transit Coverage

No Transit Coverage

94%

58%

Share of city 
populations with 

transit access

Share of suburban 
populations with 

transit access

Transit coverage in Atlanta metropolitan area



Several factors are contributing to 
demographic convergence between 

cities and suburbs in major 
metropolitan areasHousing

Immigration

Jobs

Suburbs are grappling with many of the 
same policy challenges that have 

historically confronted cities
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Shifting popular images of suburbia



We need a metro approach to 
managing demographic 
transformation
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State of Metropolitan America Series and Interactive Website





The New Metro Map
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Border Growth
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Mid-Sized Magnets
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Skilled Anchors
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Industrial Core
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The New Metro Map



Key industry clusters Higher education

Housing and transport Entertainment and media
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