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U.S. Population Growth Slowed in the 2000s
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Suburbs continued to grow faster than cities
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City and suburban population change remained closely tied
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Non-whites accounted for 91% of U.S. population growth
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Cities remain more diverse than suburbs
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Suburbs are diversifying faster than cities
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Boomers are “aging” the U.S. population
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Suburbs remain more “child-oriented” than cities
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Suburbs are also aging faster than cities
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RACE and
ETHNICITY

AGE

Difference

Suburibs continue to
grow faster than cities

Cities remain more
diverse than suburps

Suburbs are home to
greater numbers of
children than cities
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Cities and suburbs
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Suburbs are home to
older populations than
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» This convergence has a range
of causes and consequences
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The economy has suburbanized
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Immigrants have suburbanized
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Affordable housing has suburbanized
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housing once out
of reach for many

BY STEPHANIE MCCRUMMEN

CHARLOTTE — It was clear that g/ —,

Liza Jackson’s luck had changed = o
when she drove her pearl-white -

Dodge sedan, the one with the : by . o

huge pink plastic eyelashes over
the headlights, into Pinebrook, an
eight-year-old subdivision where
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“There goes the neighbor-

hood.” one homeowner said when LY S A / / ‘ el

she heard that her potential new Ly 7 / K 5 (o / IVI

neighbor had a federal housing [SRUMRINEAL: o [ i v ) AR . be I ow F R
R ERA () 1 - e £ 1 ,' 2 = :

voucher known as a Section 8.

But Jackson could well be Pine-
brook’s salvation, a means by §
which landlords can rentan emp- £
ty, crime-magnet of a house to a {8
tenant with a steady, govern- |[HERNSS

|/ t\
ment-backed check. Al 1
From Jackson’s point of view, [ESERSAURILT | . - o
the dismal housing market ap- RS iy — v S ey
peared as a glorious reversal of PRI RAL Y ! T o
fortune: Fresh swaths of suburbia UG A3 ey =
ning up to the very peo- | ¢

ple it has so often excluded. ; : ]

She had seen one house, and y TR e - 0 » n s, b U
now she rolled up to another, a e U A USRS [ o NG C h o
tan three-bedroom with red shut- A L AR X N " 5 I I I l t
ters. She got out and looked [ENSGE 0% ik I MY 4 ! 2 if ; (P ‘ Icago e ro
around, a vaguely glamorous vi- RS =TT S & : j [

sion crossing the grassin a long, | AN Rl | : Ry A .
leopard-print dress. She peeked g A D fo rec I OS u re ﬁ I I ngs 2009
into the windows, making out B N » - ’
what appeared to be vaulted ceil- ' STAALN N :
ings.

“Dang,” Jackson said approv-
ingly.
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Poverty has suburbanized
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Poverty has suburbanized
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Poverty has suburbanized
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Concentrated poverty has suburbanized
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Crime has suburbanized
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Transit need has suburbanized
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Several factors are contributing to
demographic convergence between
cities and suburbs in major
metropolitan areas

'mmigration

Suburbs are grappling with many of the
same policy challenges that have
historically confronted cities




Shifting popular images of suburbia
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State of Metropolitan America Series and Inferactive Website
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The New Metro Map
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Mid-Sized Magnets
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Skilled Anchors
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The New Metro Map




Housing and transport Entertainment and medla
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