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1987 Concord Monitor, Concord/New Hampshire  
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EDUCATION 
 
1992 Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität, Bonn/Germany 
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 Member, Sitra International Advisory Panel (2021-) 
 
 Member, Strategic Council, European Policy Centre (2020-) 
  
 Member, Board of Trustees, Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes / 

German Academic Scholarship Foundation (2018-) 
  
 Called lifetime Member, Royal Swedish Academy of War Sciences (2014-) 
 
 Member, Beirat für Fragen der Inneren Führung, Bundesministerium der 

Verteidigung (Committee on Leadership Development and Civic 
Education), German Ministry of Defense, (2018-) 
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 International Institute for Strategic Studies 
  
 Deutsche Gesellschaft für Außenpolitik 
 
 Board member, Harvard German-American Conference (2018-) 
  
 Editorial Board, The Washington Quarterly 
 
Concluded 
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(General Staff College of the Federal Armed Forces, 2013-2018) 
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Remarque Forum, Remarque Institute, New York University (2007-2010) 
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SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books Direkte Demokratie in den Vereinigten Staaten, Nomos Verlag, 1994  
 (doctoral dissertation) 
 
 
 
Articles, Book Chapters,   
Papers   
 Forthcoming: The Singular Chancellor: The Merkel Method and its 

Limits, Foreign Affairs, May/June 2020   
 

Nord Stream 2 impasse threatens trans-Atlantic ties, Financial Times, 
March 23, 2021, https://www.ft.com/content/43361fe1-81b3-
416c-b0dc-44ede3dee640. 
 
EU support for Russian democracy is inadequate, Financial Times, 
February 9, 2021, https://www.ft.com/content/22f49ebf-53db-
415d-84c2-4c8f6732218c.   

 
 With Sam Denney, Wahn und Berechnung am Potomac, Internationale 

Politik, January/February 2021, 
https://internationalepolitik.de/de/wahn-und-berechnung-am-
potomac. 

 
 With Benjamin Becker, Deidre Berger, et al., Transatlantisch? Traut 

Euch! Für eine Neue Übereinkunft zwischen Deutschland und Amerika, 
German Marshall Fund, January 2021, 
https://www.gmfus.org/sites/default/files/Kleine-
Brockhoff%20et%20al%20-%20More%20Ambition%20-
%20German.pdf. 

 
Germany is pouring cold water on the Biden-Europe love fest, Foreign 
Policy, January 22, 2021, 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/01/22/germany-biden-europe-
love-fest/. 

 
Imagining Germany without Angela Merkel has got harder, Financial 
Times, January 6, 2021, https://www.ft.com/content/c0eb07da-
c4c5-425d-9b91-9461a803542c. 

 
 With Nicholas Burns, Daniela Schwarzer, et al., Stronger Together: A 

Strategy to Revitalize Transatlantic Power, Harvard University, 
December 2020, 
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https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/stronger-together-
strategy-revitalize-transatlantic-power. 

 
 The West must live up to its own principles on democracy, Financial 

Times, December 3, 2020, https://www.ft.com/content/19d44ecb-
152e-4db7-b2c6-de5928712cca. 

 
 America’s dysfunctional Russia policy is unlikely to improve under Biden, 

Foreign Policy, October 30, 2020, 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/10/30/election-2020-u-s-russia-
trump-biden/. 

 
 Germany needs to step up to Europe’s defense, Financial Times, 

October 26, 2020, https://www.ft.com/content/1fa7dd18-9365-4b0b-
b86c-87290bae7878.  

 
 Angela Merkel’s final year, Internationale Politik Quarterly, September 

30, 2020, https://ip-quarterly.com/en/angela-merkels-final-year. 
 
 Germany is well placed to lead a tougher EU response to Russia, 

Financial Times, September 10, 2020, 
https://www.ft.com/content/92038be0-cd5e-402a-90df-
25a6aeac617a. 

 
 Hard road back to power for Germany’s Social Democrats, Financial 

Times, August 17, 2020, https://www.ft.com/content/92904ea8-
f289-4e1a-b44f-c7cdbf2590a2. 

 
Falken im Sturm, Internationale Politik 4, July/August 2020, 
https://internationalepolitik.de/de/falken-im-sturm-0. 

 
With Fiona Hill, Tanvi Madan, et al., Balancing act: Major powers and 
the global response to US-China great power competition, Brookings 
Interview, interview by Bruce Jones, ed. Jesse I. Kornbluth, Emilie 
Kimball, and Ted Reinert, July 2020, 
https://www.brookings.edu/research/balancing-act-major-
powers-and-the-global-response-to-us-china-great-power-
competition/. 
 
Europäische Außenpolitik: Was nach der Pandemie übrig bleibt, und was 
dann zu tun ist, ifo Schnelldienst, July 2020, 
https://www.ifo.de/publikationen/2020/aufsatz-
zeitschrift/europaeische-aussenpolitik-was-nach-der-pandemie-
uebrig. 
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Europe faces a fateful choice on Huawei, Financial Times, July 17, 2020, 
https://www.ft.com/content/7d909f98-67b8-4dd2-b31d-
b020f7d960e5. 

 
Germany’s far-right a major loser from COVID-19, so far, Financial 
Times, June 18, 2020, https://www.ft.com/content/d79a157d-c1bc-
49e4-a8b1-f8800fc4f012. 
 
With Sam Denney, Reopening the World: Reopening Germany, in 
Reopening the World: How to Save Lives and Livelihoods, ed. John R. 
Allen and Darrell M. West, June 16, 2020, 
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/Brookings-Reopening-the-World-
FINAL.pdf. 

 
Europe’s battle lines are drawn at a uniquely perilous moment, Financial 
Times, May 28, 2020, https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-
chaos/2020/05/28/europes-battle-lines-are-drawn-at-a-uniquely-
perilous-moment/. 
 
With Sam Denney, COVID-19 Is a Severe Test for Germany’s Postwar 
Constitution, Lawfare, April 16, 2020, 
https://www.lawfareblog.com/covid-19-severe-test-germanys-
postwar-constitution. 

 
Coronavirus is also a threat to democratic constitutions, Financial Times, 
April 15, 2020, https://www.ft.com/content/961b33ae-7efc-11ea-
8fdb-7ec06edeef84. 

 
Germany pulls out the ‘bazooka’ against the coronavirus — But is it 
doing enough?, Financial Times, March 17, 2020, 
https://www.ft.com/content/1b0f0324-6530-11ea-b3f3-fe4680ea68b5.  

 
With Sam Denney, The government crisis in Germany’s Thuringia is over 
— except it isn’t, Brookings Order from Chaos, March 16, 2020, 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/03/16/the-
government-crisis-in-germanys-thuringia-is-over-except-it-isnt/.  

 
The fratboys vying to succeed Angela Merkel, Financial Times, March 5, 
2020, https://www.ft.com/content/bb88bcda-5ede-11ea-ac5e-
df00963c20e6. 

 
With Sam Denney, The Thuringia debacle resets the Merkel succession 
— and proves the AfD is a force to be reckoned with, Brookings Order 
from Chaos, February 28, 2020, 
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https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-
chaos/2020/02/28/the-thuringia-debacle-resets-the-merkel-
succession-and-proves-the-afd-is-a-force-to-be-reckoned-with/. 

 
Germany’s Free Democrats are playing with fire in Thuringia, Financial 
Times, February 6, 2020, https://www.ft.com/content/13c06390-
48c2-11ea-aee2-9ddbdc86190d. 

 
The West must reassess its record on foreign intervention, Financial 
Times, January 23, 2020, https://www.ft.com/content/ebf24928-
3b92-11ea-b84f-a62c46f39bc2. 

 
Shadows of the past threaten Europe’s shared future, Financial Times, 
December 30, 2019, https://www.ft.com/content/4a201686-2af6-11ea-
a126-99756bd8f45e.  

 
The power struggle to lead Germany’s CDU has been postponed, 
Financial Times, November 26, 2019, 
https://www.ft.com/content/fb35fe9a-0fad-11ea-a7e6-62bf4f9e548a.  
 
German Lessons, Brookings Foreign Policy Essay, November 2019, 
https://www.brookings.edu/essay/german-lessons/.  

 
A European security force in Syria is a courageous idea, Financial Times, 
October 30, 2019, https://www.ft.com/content/0bf10a02-faf7-11e9-
a354-36acbbb0d9b6.  

 
The AfD wolf is at the door in east Germany, Financial Times, September 
9, 2019, https://www.ft.com/content/4bcc0f7a-cfcb-11e9-b018-
ca4456540ea6.  

 
Merkel’s coalition is safe — for now, Washington Post, September 3, 
2019, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/09/03/merkels-
coalition-is-safe-now/.  
 
Hostile ally: The Trump challenge and Europe’s inadequate response, 
Brookings — Robert Bosch Transatlantic Initiative Paper, August 2019, 
https://www.brookings.edu/research/hostile-ally-the-trump-challenge-
and-europes-inadequate-response/.  
 
Germany should pull together a European naval mission in the Gulf, 
Financial Times, August 7, 2019, 
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https://www.ft.com/content/360238bc-b870-11e9-8a88-
aa6628ac896c.  

 
National conservatism is coming for Washington, Financial Times, July 
25, 2019, https://www.ft.com/content/b8a2f888-ae02-11e9-b3e2-
4fdf846f48f5.  

 
German radical right threatens the survival of democracy, Financial 
Times, June 27, 2019, https://www.ft.com/content/a414d624-9751-
11e9-9573-ee5cbb98ed36.  

 
Trump treats Germany like “America’s worst ally, Financial Times, May 
9, 2019, https://www.ft.com/content/46008aee-717a-11e9-bf5c-
6eeb837566c5.  

 
Germans must start taking defence spending seriously, Financial Times, 
April 2, 2019, https://www.ft.com/content/bbe9969e-5521-11e9-8b71-
f5b0066105fe.  

 
 Der ratlose Hegemon, Internationale Politik, March/April, 2019 

(translation as Unready Hegemon, Berlin Policy Journal, March/April 
2019), https://internationalepolitik.de/de/der-ratlose-hegemon.  
 
A new Franco-German narrative for Europe, Financial Times, March 12, 
2019, https://www.ft.com/content/0bbf8156-43ed-11e9-b83b-
0c525dad548f.  

 
 Germany: Baffled Hegemon, Brookings Foreign Policy Democracy and 

Disorder: The Struggle for Influence in the New Geopolitics, February 
2019, https://www.brookings.edu/research/germany-baffled-
hegemon/.  

 
 America’s policy on Europe takes a nationalist turn, Financial Times, 

January 30, 2019, https://www.ft.com/content/133ef614-23b3-11e9-
b20d-5376ca5216eb.  

 
 Succeeding in German politics while female, Washington Post, 

December 13, 2018, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2018/12/13/succeeding-
german-politics-while-female/.   

  
 Nord Stream 2 is a trap of Germany’s own making, Financial Times, 

December 5, 2018, https://www.ft.com/content/37c7670e-f7d1-11e8-
a154-2b65ddf314e9.  
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 German centre’s collapse brings Merkel era to a close, Financial Times, 

October 29, 2018, https://www.ft.com/content/728f5b3c-d925-11e8-
aa22-36538487e3d0.   

 
 John Bolton is wrong to attack International Criminal Court, Financial 

Times, September 13, 2018, https://www.ft.com/content/3fe44656-
b694-11e8-a1d8-15c2dd1280ff.   

  
 Germany faces its worst security dilemma since the 1950s, Financial 

Times, August 5, 2018, https://www.ft.com/content/de7fcc78-964f-
11e8-95f8-8640db9060a7.  

 
 Angela Merkel to Donald Trump: thank you for making me great again, 

Financial Times, June 20, 2018, https://www.ft.com/content/4b6de43e-
7475-11e8-bab2-43bd4ae655dd.  

 
 Vesuv am Potomac, Brief aus Washington, Internationale Politik, 

May/June 2018, https://internationalepolitik.de/de/vesuv-am-
potomac.  

 
 Reifeprüfung für Berlin, Süddeutsche Zeitung, April 25, 2018. 

 
Trumps Truppen, Süddeutsche Zeitung, February 17, 2018. 
 
“America first” means America alone, The Security Times, February 9, 
2018, https://www.the-security-times.com/america-first-means-
america-alone/.  
 
Normal is over: Europeans hope that the Trump era is an anomaly. But 
the transatlantic divide has never been so stark, Brookings – Robert 
Bosch Foundation Transatlantic Initiative Paper, February 2, 2018, 
https://www.brookings.edu/research/normal-is-over/.  
 
Germany weighs its coalition options, Europe waits, Financial Times, 
December 11, 2017, https://www.ft.com/content/bdba5d2e-de66-
11e7-a0d4-0944c5f49e46.  
 
Can Angela Merkel find her own way out of the crisis in Berlin?, 
Washington Post, November 21, 2017, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-
opinions/wp/2017/11/21/can-angela-merkel-find-her-own-way-out-of-
the-crisis-in-berlin/.   
 
After the election, Germany's democracy faces its hardest test since 
1949, The Washington Post, September 25, 2017, 
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-
opinions/wp/2017/09/25/after-election-result-germanys-democracy-
faces-its-hardest-test-since-1949/.  
 
Besser nicht widersprechen?, Internationale Politik, July 1, 2017, 
https://internationalepolitik.de/de/besser-nicht-widersprechen.  
 
The Impact of Russian interference on Germany’s 2017 elections, 
Testimony before the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, June 
28, 2017, https://www.brookings.edu/testimonies/the-impact-of-
russian-interference-on-germanys-2017-elections/.  
 
Helmut Kohl: A great and flawed statesman, Washington Post, June 17, 
2017, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-
opinions/wp/2017/06/17/helmut-kohl-a-great-and-flawed-statesman/.  
 
Trump’s abandonment of NATO in Brussels, Washington Post, May 26, 
2017, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-
opinions/wp/2017/05/26/trumps-abandonment-of-nato-in-brussels/.  
 
In Germany, more momentum for Merkel, Washington Post, May 15, 
2017, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-
opinions/wp/2017/05/15/in-germany-more-momentum-for-merkel/.  
 
The comeback of Angela Merkel, Washington Post, May 9, 2017, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-
opinions/wp/2017/05/09/the-comeback-of-angela-merkel/.  
   
Europe in 2022: Alternative futures, Atlantic Council, March 29, 2017, 
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-
reports/report/europe-in-2022-alternative-futures-2/.  
 
How Merkel can disarm Trump – and hold the line on Western values, 
The Washington Post, March 16, 2017, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-
opinions/wp/2017/03/16/how-merkel-can-disarm-trump-and-hold-the-
line-on-western-values/.  
 
Meet Martin Schulz, the Europhile populist shaking up Germany’s 
elections, The Washington Post, March 2, 2017, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-
opinions/wp/2017/02/27/meet-martin-schultz-the-europhile-populist-
shaking-up-germanys-elections/.  
 



Dr. Constanze Stelzenmüller 
 

 
 

11 

Munich: A watershed moment for Europe, Brookings Order from Chaos, 
February 23, 2017, https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-
chaos/2017/02/23/munich-a-watershed-moment-for-europe/.  
 
2017 is not looking so good for Germany, Washington Post, January 4, 
2017, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-
opinions/wp/2016/12/30/2017-is-not-looking-so-good-for-germany/.  
 
NATO: Necessary but not sufficient, Halifax: International Security 
Forum, November 20, 2016, https://halifaxtheforum.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/2016-5.-NATO-Necessary.pdf.  
 
Is Angela Merkel the leader of the free world now? Not quite, 
Washington Post, November 14, 2016, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/is-angela-
merkel-the-leader-of-the-free-world-now-not-
quite/2016/11/14/e01917dc-aa7a-11e6-977a-1030f822fc35_story.html.  
 
Why the U.S. election is terrifying to this German, Washington Post, 
October 27, 2016, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-
opinions/wp/2016/10/27/why-the-u-s-election-is-terrifying-to-this-
german/.  

 
Merkel’s election woes are a warning to Berlin, Washington Post, 
September 7, 2016, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-
opinions/wp/2016/09/07/merkels-election-woes-are-a-warning-to-
berlin/.  
 
A newly confident and audacious Germany, Washington Post, July 15, 
2016, https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-
opinions/germanys-new-road-map-of-
responsibility/2016/07/14/af8e4676-49e7-11e6-90a8-
fb84201e0645_story.html.  

 
Does Brexit Portend the End of European Unity?, Washington Post, June 
26, 2016, https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-
opinions/does-brexit-portend-the-end-of-european-
unity/2016/06/25/74e27d4a-3a5a-11e6-8f7c-
d4c723a2becb_story.html.  
 
Germany’s Grand Refugee Experiment, Washington Post, June 7, 2016, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/germanys-grand-refugee-
experiment/2016/06/07/e89ce7d6-2cc5-11e6-9b37-
42985f6a265c_story.html.  
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Kalter Krieg, Mon Amour: Warum zelebrieren Film und Fernsehen die 
Sehnsucht nach der Zeit vor 1989?, Internationale Politik, May/June 
2016, https://internationalepolitik.de/de/kalter-krieg-mon-amour.  

 
Germany, in Shaper Nations: Strategies for a Changing World, ed. 
William I. Hitchcock, Melvyn P. Leffler, and Jeffrey W. Legro, April 2016, 
Harvard University Press, 
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674660212.  

 
For Angela Merkel, the Böhmermann affair is just a sideshow, Financial 
Times, April 21, 2016, https://www.ft.com/content/58e799b8-07b0-
11e6-9b51-0fb5e65703ce.  

 
How a Hot DC Summer Sparked my Love of Books, Washington Post, 
April 17, 2016, https://www.washingtonpost.com/arts-
entertainment/2021/03/04/best-books-about-washington-dc/.  
 
A Donald for all of us: How right-wing populism is upending politics on 
both sides of the Atlantic, Brookings Order from Chaos, March 11, 2016, 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2016/03/11/a-
donald-for-all-of-us-how-right-wing-populism-is-upending-politics-on-
both-sides-of-the-atlantic/.  

 
Why European security depends on getting its democratic house in 
order, Expert Opinion # 19, EU Global Strategy, February 11, 2016, 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2016/02/16/why-
european-security-depends-on-getting-its-democratic-house-in-order/.  
 
Germany’s political contribution to the fight against Isis, Financial Times, 
December 28, 2015, https://www.ft.com/content/962bc654-a4dd-
11e5-a91e-162b86790c58.  
 
Not a reassuring night for Europeans, CNN, December 16, 2015. 

 
Europe Needs Closer Union to Survive, Proceedings and Journal of the 
Royal Swedish Academy for War Sciences 4-2015, December 2015, 
https://www.brookings.edu/on-the-record/europe-needs-a-closer-
union-to-survive/.  

 
Angela Merkel stands between triumph and failure, Financial Times, 
October 21, 2015, https://www.ft.com/content/422f277a-765d-11e5-
a95a-27d368e1ddf7.  
 

Frieden schaffen in Syrien—mit Putin?, Wirtschaftswoche, September 
18, 2015, https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/frieden-schaffen-in-
syrien-mit-putin/id1034405364?i=1000352470310.  
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Europe to Planet America: Stay with us, but don’t stampede us, GMF 
Policy Brief, Transatlantic Security and Future of NATO Series, 
September 2015, https://www.gmfus.org/file/6610/download.  

 
Berlin must lead Europe towards closer union, Financial Times, August 
10, 2015, https://www.ft.com/content/558a2bca-3f45-11e5-b98b-
87c7270955cf.  
 
Germany's big fat Greek angst, Brookings Order from Chaos, July 24, 
2015, https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-
chaos/2015/07/24/germanys-big-fat-greek-angst/.  
 
Germany and the euro crisis: Not just for austerity’s sake, Brookings 
Order from Chaos, July 10, 2015, 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-
chaos/2015/07/10/germany-and-the-euro-crisis-not-just-for-austeritys-
sake/.  
 
Berlin’s Strategic Moment: The OSCE Chairmanship to Test its Emergent 
Leadership, Security and Human Rights, June 2015, 
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/helsnk2
5&div=20&id=&page=.  
 
Words don’t come easy: “Führung aus der Mitte,” Berlin Policy Journal, 
April 27, 2015, https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/words-dont-come-
easy-fuhrung-aus-der-mitte/.  
 
Germany, Putin’s former friend, Prospect, January 22, 2015, 
https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/magazine/germany-putins-
former-friend.  
 
Time for Germans to Earn the Gift of 1989, Brookings UpFront Blog, 
November 10, 2014, https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-
front/2014/11/10/time-for-germans-to-earn-the-gift-of-1989/.  

 
A Win for a Tough Woman Tested in Political Warfare,  Financial Times, 
December 17, 2013, https://www.ft.com/content/4bd65f14-670f-11e3-
a5f9-00144feabdc0.  

 
New Power, New Responsibility: Elements of a German foreign and 
security policy in a changing world, GMF-SWP, October 2013 (as co-
project leader), https://www.gmfus.org/publications/new-power-
new-responsibility-elements-german-foreign-and-security-policy-
changing-world.  
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Towards a Euro Union, Glienicke Group, October 19, 2013, 
https://www.bruegel.org/2014/08/towards-a-euro-union/.  
 
With Josh Raiser et al., Transatlantic Trends 2013, GMF, September 2013, 
https://www.gmfus.org/publications/transatlantic-trends-2013.  

 
We Have Good Cause to Abhor the Surveillance State, Financial Times, 
July 16, 2013, https://www.ft.com/content/d9818d66-ed75-11e2-8d7c-
00144feabdc0.  
 
With Josh Raisher et al., Transatlantic Trends 2012, GMF, September 2012, 
https://www.gmfus.org/publications/transatlantic-trends-2012.  
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