
SAUDI CROWN PRINCE  
Muhammad bin Nayef

ISIS LEADER  
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi

Two men at the center of the
  struggle over violent jihadi extremism



















FIRST IN LINE

CROWN PRINCE 
NAYEF  (MBN)

DEPUTY CROWN PRINCE 
MUHAMMAD (MBS)

SECOND IN LINE

KING IBN SAUD
Established the modern Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Ruled: 1932–1953

KING SAUD
Ruled: 1953–1964

KING FAISAL
Ruled: 1964–1975

KING KHALID
 Ruled: 1975–1982

KING FAHD
Ruled: 1982–2005

KING ABDULLAH
Ruled: 2005–2015

PRINCE NAYEF
Died in 2012, never ruled.

KING SALMAN
Ruled: 2015–

CURRENT LEADER

PRINCE MUQRIN
Removed from line of 

succession by King Salman





Supports the Saudis
Supports Yemen's Houthi rebels 
Refused to support the Saudis

EGYPT
BAHRAIN

KUWAIT

JORDAN

IRAN

SUDAN

SAUDI ARABIA
U.A.E.

OMAN

PAKISTAN

QATAR

YEMEN







brookings.edu/essay


