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Definitions

Multiparty election - two or more political parties have affiliated candidates participating in an election.
Single-party election - only one political party has an affiliated candidate participating in an election.

Other transitions - assumption of power via:
* Appointment by parliament, presidential council, military junta, clan leaders, or similar
e Appointment as an interim or “acting” head of state
* Aplebiscite, national referendum, change to the constitution, or similar
e Conflicting claims for leadership or no recognized government

Coups or assassination - a segment of the state apparatus takes over the rest of the government and/or
the current leader is assassinated.

Deaths in office - a leader dies of causes unrelated to a coup or assassination.
Resignation from office - A ruler leaves power of his or her own accord.

Total elections - either a single- or multiparty election.

Note: Coups/assassinations, deaths and resignations are considered to be both discrete events (distinct
from how a subsequent leader assumes power) and as a way to categorize a period under which a
country was governed. If, for instance, a coup occurs and the country’s subsequent leadership did not
participate in it, the transition is marked in the “other” category as well as in the “coup/assassination”
category. The figures that appear at the top of both the map and timeline views of the interactive and as
part of the “summary of transitions” section in the expanded details for each country in the timeline view
calculate only coups that represent a period of governance.
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Notes

A number of issues are important to bear in mind when examining the African Leadership Transitions
Tracker, including:

1. The Africa Leadership Transitions Tracker data is intended to be as accurate as possible.
However, if an error in the data is apparent, please contact AGl@brookings.edu to submit a
correction request. Corrections will be updated on a regular basis.

2. Generally, the data covers a time span from each country’s independence to the present day.
For countries that became independent or free from foreign occupation before 1950, the date
of independence or the end of occupation is noted in the Data for Individual Countries section
below (see Egypt, Ethiopia, Liberia, South Africa).

3. For the most part, a country’s president is listed in the tracker. However, in instances in which a
monarch or prime minister exerts more authority than the president, substitutions were made.

4. The dates included in the Africa Leadership Transitions Tracker are recorded at the time of a
leader’s inauguration. When a political leader’s inauguration date is unavailable, the date of his
or her election is noted in its place (if available).

5. The transitions were coded into Excel (downloadable on the landing page of the interactive)
they are defined as follows:

Type of Transition Code
Leader at independence 0
Multiparty election
Single-party election
Provisional, interim or other*
Died in office

Coup d’état or assassination
Resigned, retired or left office
Coup d’état (event)
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Data Sources for Individual Countries

Data for the African Leadership Transitions Tracker covers the 54 countries in the continent that are fully
recognized by the United Nations. The data was compiled from a variety of sources. Generally, the
names of political leaders and their dates in office are sourced from Rulers.org; information regarding
elections until 2012 are sourced from the African Elections Database and after 2012 from The_
International Foundation for Electoral Systems; and dates regarding coups d’état are sourced from the
Center for Systemic Peace. These websites are shown in the Main Sources section below.

Main Sources

International Foundation for Electoral Systems. Election Guide. Retrieved July 18, 2019 from
http://www.electionguide.org/.

Marshall, Monty. 2005. Coups d'Etat in Africa, 1946-2004. Annex 2b. In Conflict Trends in Africa, 1946-
2004: A Macro-Comparative Perspective. Center for Systemic Peace. Retrieved May 31, 2013
from http://www.systemicpeace.org/africa.htm.

Nunley, A. (ed.). 2012. African Elections Database. Last updated November 25, 2012. Retrieved May 22,
2013 from http://africanelections.tripod.com/.

Schemmel, B. (ed.). 2013. Rulers.org: Countries and territories. Retrieved May 22, 2013 from
http://www.rulers.org/.

Other Sources by Country

Algeria

Appiah, Anthony, and Henry Louis Gates. 1999. Africana: The encyclopedia of the African and African
American experience. New York: Basic Civitas Books.

BBC Country Profiles. 2013. Algeria Profile. Last updated January 20, 2013. Retrieved May 28, 2013 from
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14118856.

Boddy-Evans, Alistair. 2013. Ahmed Ben Bella: Pan Africanist and first president of Algeria. About.com.
Retrieved May 28, 2013, from
http://africanhistory.about.com/od/panafricanists/a/AhmedBenBella_2.htm.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. Independent Algeria. In Algeria. Retrieved May 22, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/15001/Algeria.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. Liamine Zeroual. Retrieved May 28, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/656706/Liamine-Zeroual.

Nohlen, Dieter, Michael Krennerich, and Bernhard Thibaut, eds. 1999. Elections in Africa: A data
handbook. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Angola

BBC Country Profiles. 2013. Angola Profile. Last updated May 9, 2013. Retrieved May 29, 2013 from
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13037271.

The Columbia Encyclopedia, 6th ed. 2013. Agostinho Neto. Retrieved May 29, 2013 from
Encyclopedia.com http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1E1-Neto-Ago.html.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. Agostinho Neto. Retrieved May 29, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/410273/Agostinho-Neto.

Benin

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. Decolonization and independence. In Benin. Retrieved May 29, 2013
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/60879/Benin.

International Foundation for Electoral Systems. 2013. Election Guide: Benin. Retrieved May 29, 2013
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from http://www.electionguide.org/country.php?ID=24.

University of Central Arkansas. 2013. Dahomey/Benin. Dynamic Analysis and Dispute Resolution Project.
Retrieved May 29, 2013 from http://uca.edu/politicalscience/dadm-project/sub-saharan-africa-
region/dahomeybenin-1960-present/.

Zoume, Serge-David. 2011 March 15. Benin tension rises as ruling party, opposition clash over election
result. Retrieved May 29, 2013 from http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-03-15/benin-
tension-rises-as-ruling-party-opposition-clash-over-election-result.html.

Botswana

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. Botswana since independence. In Botswana. Retrieved May 29, 2013
from http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/75170/Botswana.

Freedom House. 2012. Freedom in the World: Botswana. Retrieved May 29, 2013 from
http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2012/botswana.

International Foundation for Electoral Systems. 2013. Election Guide: Botswana. Retrieved May 29, 2013
from http://www.electionguide.org/election.php?ID=282.

Burkina Faso

BBC Country Profiles. 2012. Burkina Faso profile. Last updated December 5 2012. Retrieved May 29,
2013 from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13072857.

Boddy-Evans, Alistair. 2013. Maurice Yameogo. About.com. Retrieved May 29, 2013,
http://africanhistory.about.com/od/burkinafaso/a/Bio-Maurice-Yameogo.htm.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. Independence. In Burkina Faso. Retrieved May 29, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/85420/Burkina-
Faso/54898/Independence?anchor=ref516559.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. Blaise Compaore. Retrieved May 29, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/129602/Blaise-Compaore.

Burundi

BBC Country Profiles. 2012. Burundi profile. Last updated November 29, 2012. Retrieved May 29, 2013
from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13087604.

Buyers, Christopher. 2012. Burundi: Geneology. Retrieved May 29, 2013 from
http://www.royalark.net/Burundi/burundi9.htm.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. Burundi. Retrieved May 29, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/85931/Burundi

Perez-Pena, Richard. 1994 April 7. Cyprien Ntaryamira, 39, tried to end Burundi's strife. New York Times.
Retrieved May 29, 2013 from http://www.nytimes.com/1994/04/07/obituaries/cyprien-
ntaryamira-39-tried-to-end-burundi-s-strife.html.

New York Times. 1993 October 4. Troops in Burundi seek amnesty. Retrieved May 29, 2013 from
http://www.nytimes.com/1993/10/24/world/troops-in-burundi-seek-
amnesty.html?pagewanted=1.

S. Res. 160. 103¢ Congress. 1° Session. 1993. Expressing the sense of the Senate regarding the October
21, 1993, attempted coup d’etat in Burundi, and for other purposes. Retrieved May 29, 2013
from http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-103sres160is/pdf/BILLS-103sres160is.pdf.

Cameroon

BBC Country Profiles. 2013. Cameroon profile. Last updated February 21 2013. Retrieved May 29, 2013
from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13148483.

Encyclopedia Brittanica. 2013. History. In Cameroon. Retrieved May 29, 2013 from
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http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/90925/Cameroon.

Cape Verde
Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. History. In Cape Verde. Retrieved May 29, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/93703/Cape-Verde.

Central African Republic

BBC. 2013 March 24. Central African Republic coup leaders 'must remain calm'. Retrieved May 29, 2013
from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-21919716.

BBC Country Profiles. 2013. Central African Republic profiles. Last updated March 31, 2013. Retrieved
May 30, 2013 from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13150044.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. History. In Central African Republic. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/102152/Central-African-Republic .

Chad

BBC Country Profiles. 2013. Chad profile. Last updated May 23, 2013. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13164690.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. History. In Chad. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/104144/Chad.

Stock, P. R. 2012. Africa South of the Sahara: a geographical interpretation. Guilford Press.

Comoros

Africa Review. 2012. Country profiles: Comoros. Last updated September 8, 2012. Retrieved May 30,
2013 from http://www.africareview.com/Country-Profiles/-/979196/1503094/-/ylbwwr/-
/index.html.

AP. 1989 November 28. President of Comoro Islands is assassinated. New York Times. Retrieved May 30,
2013 from http://www.nytimes.com/1989/11/28/world/president-of-comoro-islands-is-

assassinated.html.

BBC Country profiles. 2012. Comoros profile. Last updated December 11, 2012. Retrieved May 30, 2013
from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13231758.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. History. In Comoros. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/129467/Comoros.

Johnson, Douglas. Obituary: Mohamed Taki Abdoulkarim. The Independent. Retrieved May 30, 2013
from http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/obituary-mohamed-taki-abdoulkarim-

1184307.html.

New York Times. 1995 October 1. Rebels control Comoros capital. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from

www.nytimes.com/1995/10/01/world/rebels-control-comoros-capital.html.

Cote d’lvoire

BBC Country profiles. 2012. lvory Coast profile. Last updated November 16, 2012. Retrieved May 30,
2013 from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13287585.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. Felix Houphouet Boigny. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/272996/Felix-Houphouet-Boigny

Republic of Congo (Brazzaville)

BBC Country profiles. 2012. Republic of Congo profile. Last updated October 10, 2012. Retrieved May
30, 2013 from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14121195.

Congo Site. 2008 July 17. Dernier hommage a Augustin Poignet. Retrieved May 31, 2013 from
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http://www.congo-site.com/Dernier-hommage-a-Augustin-Poignet a1009.html.New York Times.
1977 March 26. Former president executed in Congo; Massamba-Debat convicted of plot to
assassinate his successor. Retrieved May 31, 2013 from
http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=F20D11FC3A5F167493C4AB1788D85F438785F
9.

Democratic Republic of the Congo (Kinshasa)

BBC Country Profiles. 2013. Democratic Republic of the Congo. Last updated March 25, 2013. Retrieved
May 30, 2013 from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13286306.

French, Howard. 1997 September 8. Mobutu Sese Seko, 66, longtime dictator of Zaire. New York Times.
Retrieved May 30, 2013 from http://partners.nytimes.com/library/world/0908970bit-
mobutu.html.

Djibouti
BBC Country Profiles. 2013. Djibouti profile. Last updated February 26 2013. Retrieved May 30, 2013
from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13232162.

Egypt
Data for Egypt start when the country became a republic in 1953. It gained full independence December

22, 1936.

A&E History.com. 2013. This day in History: June 23, 1956 Nasser elected president. Retrieved May 30,
2013 from http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/nasser-elected-president.

CBS. 2009 February 11. Mubarak Wins Egypt Vote. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2005/09/08/world/main828234.shtml.

Jankowski, James. Nassers' Egypt, Arab Nationalism and the UnitedArab Republic. Boulder, CO: Lynne
Rienner Publishers, 2001.

Library of Congress. 2013. Country Studies: Anwar as Sadat 1970-1973. In Egypt. Retrieved May 30, 2013
from http://countrystudies.us/egypt/40.htm.

Richards, Charles. 1993 October 4. Mubarak haunted by a fateful past: A referendum to be held today is
certain to propel Egypt's president to a third term. The Independent. Retrieved May 30, 2013
from http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/mubarak-haunted-by-a-fateful-past-a-
referendum-to-be-held-today-is-certain-to-propel-egypts-president-to-a-third-term-
1508589.html.

Rogan, Eugene. The Arabs: A History. Basic Books, 2011.

Equatorial Guinea

Africa Review. 2012. Country profiles: Equatorial Guinea. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.africareview.com/Country-Profiles/-/979196/1503098/-/ylbwwv/-/index.html.

BBC Country Profiles. 2013. Equatorial Guinea profile. Last updated May 23, 2013. Retrieved May 30,
2013 from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13317615.

Eritrea
BBC Country Profiles. 2013. Eritrea profile. Last updated January 21, 2013. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13349395.

Ethiopia
Haile Selassie was restored to the throne in 1941 as ruling monarch, at the end of Italian occupation.
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However, data for Ethiopia start in 1950 during Haile Selassie’s rule.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. History. In Ethiopia. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/194084/Ethiopia.

Gabon
BBC Country Profiles. 2013. Gabon profile. Last updated February 14, 2013. Retrieved May 30, 2013
from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13376514.

Gambia
BBC Country Profiles. 2011. Gamibia profile. Last updated December 11, 2013. Retrieved May 30, 2013
from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13380407.

Ghana

All Africa. 2013. My Africa: Edward Akufo-Addo. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://myafrica.allafrica.com/view/people/main/id/07W76097yvL4sNN5.html.

BBC Country Profiles. 2013. Ghana profile. Last updated January 8, 2013. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13434226.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. Independence. In Ghana. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/232376/Ghana/76830/Independence?anchor=ref
517194.

Guinea
Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. History. In Guinea. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/248802/Guinea.

Guinea Bissau

AllAfrica. 2013. My Africa: VerAssimo Correia Seabra. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://myafrica.allafrica.com/view/people/main/id/07WRJL7yvL4sNN5Z.html.

BBC Country Profiles. 2012. Guinea Bissau profile. Last updated December 28, 2012. Retrieved May 30,
2013 from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13579838.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. History. In Guinea Bissau. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/248853/Guinea-Bissau.

Kenya
BBC Country Profiles. 2013. Kenya profile. Last updated May 9, 2013. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13682176.

Lesotho

BBC Country Profiles. 2012. Lesotho profile. Last updated December 23, 2012. Retrieved May 30, 2013
from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13729501.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. History. In Lesotho. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/337126/Lesotho.

SA History Online. 2013. Military coup deposes Lesotho Government. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.sahistory.org.za/dated-event/military-coup-deposes-lesotho-government.

Liberia
Data for Liberia start with the election of William Tubman in 1944. Indigenous Liberians were given the
right to vote under Tubman’s administration.
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BBC Country Profiles. 2009. Timeline Liberia. Last updated May 12, 2009. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/1043567.stm.

Encyclopedia Britannica. 2013. History. In Liberia. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/339254/Liberia.

PBS. 2002. Global Connections: Liberia timeline. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/liberia/timeline/time4.html.

Weiner, Tim. 2003 August 22. Man in the news; A man without enemies -- Charles Gyude Bryant. New
York Times. Retrieved May 30, 2013 from http://www.nytimes.com/2003/08/22/world/man-in-
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