The Fukushima Nuclear
Accident: A Social Science
Perspective



NUCLEAR POWER IN JAPAN

Fifty-four nuclear reactors supply about a quarter of Japan’'s electrical energy needs (Jl]). Before the Fukushima
disaster struck, new reactors and energy conservation were set to double that proportion by 2030 (F).
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Spike in elderly deaths due to

evacuation (Nomura et al. 2013)

Effects of evacuation on nursing home residents
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Lack of Medical Care
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1/3 of all medical consultations in

Fukushima City centered on radiation
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Public Opinion on N-Power

Dec. 2005 20 1 2

(PM Office) 25 4 /
Oct. 2009 1 1 1

) 59 9 4 5
April 2011 10 4,6 29 12 3
(Yomiuri)

June 2011 1 6 16

(Asahi) 4 4 3 3
August 2011 ) 1 1
(Soka 5 49 3 3

gakkai)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVuGwc9dlhQ
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Fuhrmann (2011): impact on nuclear

development
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Conclusions

Death spike among evacuees and anxiety /
confinement-related health problems

Massive loss of trust (citizen science) and anger

towards authorities (lawsuits, referenda,
protests)

Need for bottom up, citizen-based recovery
and community-based disaster planning
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