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Outline 
1. Research question on girls’ high dropout in university 

2. Rationale for the study 

3. Gender parity in education in Ethiopia  

4. Transition from secondary to tertiary: dramatic and 
transformational  

5. Hypothesis 

6. Research and potential policy impact  

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here, review the outline of your presentation but also mention why you are interested in the topic of female attrition  at the tertiary level in Ethiopia.Mention that issue surrounding transition from high school to first year at universities is the focus of your research. 
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 Research Question 

Why are at least 25% of girls dropping out of university in Ethiopia 
(compared to 8% of boys), with the majority leaving university 
during the first year?   

 

Assumption:  Transition from secondary to tertiary level is a 
dramatic event characterized by discontinuity and transformation. 

 

Hypothesis: Effective transition requires adaptive competencies 
that can be applied to the academic environment and Ethiopian 
girls are less equipped than boys as a result of their different life 
experiences. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You should explain the concept of adaptive competencies as best you can here.After you introduce the adaptive competencies concept, I would be careful to explain that you do not believe that there is an intrinsic difference in intelligence between boys and girls but that various factors (e.g., societal, nature of primary and/or secondary education) may contribute to these adaptive competencies having explanatory power.
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Rationale: It is critical to understand why girls are 
failing at the tertiary level 

 1. Ethiopia has practically achieved gender parity at the primary 
and secondary level (despite pockets of marginalization). 

2. Ethiopia has not made similar progress in gender parity at the 
tertiary level. 

3. Girls only represent 25.6% of the student body (fewer in later 
classes).   

4. Girls are at greater risk of dropping out, especially in their first 
year, although attrition data is collected inconsistently. 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I left the global context out, but you should mention it (e.g., that a high-quality education is important in a globalized world) before you speak about Ethiopia specifically.You should cite where these percentages came from. I got them from your paper.You should also mention that after the
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Ethiopia made great gains toward gender parity at 
the primary and secondary level* 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This serves as context to why you are focusing on tertiary education. Here, just emphasize that from 2000 to 2011,  the NER gap at the primary and secondary level closed.



6 

Ethiopia has not made great progress in gender 
equality in tertiary education. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Then you can add: “However, one sees here that there is persistent inequality at the tertiary level in Ethiopia. The gap in male and female enrollment has not changed in an appreciable way.” 
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Transition from secondary school to tertiary is a 
dramatic, discontinuous transformational event 

Separation Integration 

Secondary 

• Dependent (most times 
living at home) 

• Home language 
• Memorization 
• Homogeneity (culture, 

ethnic, religion, etc) 

Transition 

• Independent 
• Diverse languages (social 

and academic) 
• Synthesis and analysis 
• Heterogeneity 

Tertiary 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain that these issues of transition, continuity vs. discontinuity and lack of institutional fit vs. student making deficits impact both male and female students according to the literature. You may also want to cite one or two sources that you use here. 
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Adaptive competencies: domains and examples of 
indicators in the academic environment 

Self-
reliance 

Separation from 
direct parental 

help 

Self initiative to 
find materials, 

manage time, etc. 

Learning 
style 

From single text 
to broad course 

outline  

From 
memorization to 

analytical thinking 

Social 
skills 

From homogenous 
to diverse 

environment 

Gaining acceptance 
from peers 

Language 
skills   

From mother 
tongue-dominated 

to national 
language  

Communicating 
for academic and 
social purposes 

Problem 
solving 

Identifying 
academic and 

social obstacles  

Making decisions 
and developing 

coping mechanisms 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Limit the discussion here; keep your discussion general because your subsequent slide is more important. 
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Girls may have less ability to apply adaptive 
competencies during academic transition than boys.  

Why?  

Some findings from literature and experience on gender 
dimensions in Ethiopia: 

 Self-reliance: Adolescent girls are traditionally entirely financially and socially 
dependent on their parents, much more so than adolescent boys. 

 Learning style: Boys have more opportunity to develop the foundation for 
analytical skills during secondary school because they can study more and are less 
burdened by domestic chores. 

 Social and language skills: Girls have less opportunity to travel from their homes 
and meet people from different backgrounds.   

 Problem solving: Protective culture and girls’ dependence prevents exposure to 
independent problem-solving experience. 
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Hypothesis: Adaptive competencies  mediate the 
challenges related to transition and promote 

academic success. 

Gender 
dimensions 
in Ethiopia 

 
Adaptive 

competencies 
 

Mediating 
variable 

Academic 
performance 

Drop out/fail 

Graduation 
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Research and Potential Policy Impact 

Research 
• Underlying causes 

of academic 
failure related to 
adaptive 
competencies  

• Future research: 
institutional 
factors 

 

Dissemination 
 
•Ministry of 

Education 
•Donors 
•Academics 

 

 

 

 

 

Longitudinal 
studies 
• Monitoring 
progress on girls 
academic 
performance and 
transition  

 

Policy change 
 
•Assisting girls 
during transition 
•Helping institutions 
assist girls 
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Conclusion: Why is this issue so important? 

Improved girls’ education at this level means: 

• Improved quality of education for all 

• Ensured income equality  

• Enhanced social development 

• Increased opportunity to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) 



Thank you so much! 
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