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Driving Force: Low Fertility
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Population Pyramid of China, 2010 Census

Cohort Sizes according to the 2010 Census
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World Population Prospects: Fertility Estimates 

for China
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2010 Census vs. WPP 2010

Age Census 2010 WPP 2010

0-14 222.5   (16.6%) 258.7   (19.2%)

15-59 939.6   (70.1%) 916.9   (68.2%)

60+ 177.6   (13.3%) 169.4   (12.6%)

65+ 118.8   (  8.9%) 111.6   (  8.3%)

Total 1339.7   (100%) 1345.0  (100%)
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WPP’s Population Projection for China
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Fertility

� We can conclude with great confidence that fertility is already 
very low (TFR=1.5), if not lower. 

� “Birth control” has limited effects on fertility with extremely 
high costs, especially high social costs. Larger contributions 
from other factors, economic development, rising individualism, 
rising costs…

� China is facing a low fertility trap. Japan and Taiwan are good 
examples.

� It is time to abandon the birth control policy all together, but 
government should continue providing “family planning” 
services.

� Abandoning the “birth control” policy would have only limited 
impact on slowing the aging process. 

� Aging is more a problem of income distribution.
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Aging and the Future of China

� Aging is more and more driven by mortality decline.

� Urbanization and Population Redistribution

� Two China’s

� National Transfer: both the public and private favor the urban part

� Exaggerate inequality

Population Growth in China by Province: 2000-2010

Growth

<0

0-5%

5-10%

>=10%



Cai, Yong 9/14/2011

caiyong@unc.edu 6


