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1990 – Houston  

Communiqué 

62. One of our most important responsibilities is to pass on to future generations an 
environment whose health, beauty, and economic potential are not threatened. 
Environmental challenges such as climate change, ozone depletion, deforestation, marine 
pollution, and loss of biological diversity require closer and more effective international 
cooperation and concrete action. We as industrialized countries have an obligation to be 
leaders in meeting these challenges. We agree that, in the face of threats of irreversible 
environmental damage, lack of full scientific certainty is no excuse to postpone actions 
which are justified in their own right. We recognize that strong, growing, market-oriented 
economies provide the best means for successful environmental protection.  

63. Climate change is of key importance. We are committed to undertake common efforts 
to limit emissions of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide. We strongly support the 
work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and look forward to the 
release of its full report in August. The Second World Climate Conference provides the 
opportunity for all countries to consider the adoption of strategies and measures for 
limiting or stabilizing greenhouse gas emissions, and to discuss an effective international 
response. We reiterate our support for the negotiation of a framework convention on 
climate change, under the auspices of the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO). The convention should be 
completed by 1992. Work on appropriate implementing protocols should be undertaken 
as expeditiously as possible and should consider all sources and sinks.  

65. We acknowledge that enhanced levels of cooperation will be necessary with regard to 
the science and impacts of climate change and economic implications of possible 
response strategies. We recognize the importance of working together to develop new 
technologies and methods over the coming decades to complement energy conservation 
and other measures to reduce carbon dioxide and other greenhouse emissions. We 
support accelerated scientific and economic research and analysis on the dynamics and 
potential impact of climate change, and on potential responses of developed and 
developing countries.  

1991 – London 

Communiqué 

47. The international community will face formidable environmental challenges in the 
coming decade. Managing the environment continues to be a priority issue for us. Our 
economic policies should ensure that the use of this planet's resources is sustainable and 
safeguards the interests of both present and future generations. Growing market 
economies can best mobilise the means for protecting the environment, while democratic 
systems ensure proper accountability.  



1991 – London (cont.) 

48. Environmental considerations should be integrated into the full range of government 
policies, in a way which reflects their economic costs. We support the valuable work in 
this field being undertaken by the OECD. This includes the systematic review of member 
countries' environmental performance and the development of environmental indicators 
for use in decision-making.  

50. The UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in June 1992 will 
be a landmark event. It will mark the climax of many international environmental 
negotiations. We commit ourselves to work for a successful Conference and to give the 
necessary political impetus to its preparation.  

51. We aim to achieve the following by the time of UNCED:  

a) an effective framework convention on climate change, containing appropriate 
commitments and addressing all sources and sinks for greenhouse gases. We will seek to 
expedite work on implementing protocols to reinforce the convention. All participants 
should be committed to design and implement concrete strategies to limit net emissions 
of greenhouse gases, with measures to facilitate adaptation. Significant actions by 
industrial countries will encourage the participation of developing and East European 
countries, which is essential to the negotiations;  

52. We will seek to promote, in the context of UNCED:  

a) mobilisation of financial resources to help developing countries tackle environmental 
problems. We support the use of existing mechanisms for this purpose, in particular the 
Global Environment Facility (GEF). The GEF could become the comprehensive funding 
mechanism to help developing countries meet their obligations under the new 
environmental conventions;  

b) encouragement of an improved flow of beneficial technology to developing countries, 
making use of commercial mechanisms;  

57. We call for greater efforts in co-operation in environmental science and technology, 
in particular:  

a) scientific research into the global climate, including satellite monitoring and ocean 
observation. All countries, including developing countries, should be involved in this 
research effort. We welcome the development of information services for users of earth 
observation data since the Houston Summit;  

b) the development and diffusion of energy and environment technologies, including 
proposals for innovative technology programmes.  

 



1992 – Munich 

Communiqué 

13. The Earth Summit has been a landmark in heightening the consciousness of the 
global environmental challenges, and in giving new impetus to the process of creating a 
worldwide partnership on development and the environment. Rapid and concrete action is 
required to follow through on our commitments on climate change, to protect forests and 
oceans, to preserve marine resources, and to maintain biodiversity. We therefore urge all 
countries, developed and developing, to direct their policies and resources towards 
sustainable development which safeguards the interests of both present and future 
generations.  

14. To carry forward the momentum of the Rio Conference, we urge other countries to 
join us:  

in seeking to ratify the Climate Change Convention by the end of 1993;  

in further improving monitoring of the global environment, including through better 
utilisation of data from satellite and other earth observations programmes;  

1993 – Tokyo  

Communiqué 

8. Environmental issues remain a high priority on our policy agenda despite difficult 
economic times. We welcome the successful first meeting of the Commission on 
Sustainable Development and the progress made towards implementation and ratification 
of the Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Convention on Biological 
Diversity by the end of 1993, and on negotiation of a convention on desertification. We 
renew our determination to secure environmentally sustainable development through an 
effective followup of the fruits of the UNCED, including the commitment to publish 
national action plans by the end of this year. We will work to ensure that the Global 
Environmental Facility, with necessary improvements, functions as the financial 
mechanism to provide funding for the incremental costs of implementing the global 
environment conventions signed at Rio. We encourage the multilateral development 
banks to focus more intensively on sustainable development, to incorporate 
environmental appraisals into project preparation and to make them publicly available.  



1994 – Naples  

Communiqué, Environment 

1.  Environment is a top priority for international cooperation. Environmental policies can 
contribute to enhancing growth, employment and living standards, for example through 
investments in appropriate technologies, energy efficiency improvements and cleaning up 
polluted areas.  

2.  We urge the multilateral development banks to continue making progress in 
promoting local participation and incorporating environmental considerations into their 
programmes.  

3.  We support the work of the Commission on Sustainable Development in reviewing 
progress in the implementation of the Rio process. We look forward to the 
implementation of the Conventions already concluded, in particular those on biological 
diversity and climate change and in this respect we will work for the success of the 
forthcoming Conferences of these subjects in Nassau and Berlin.  

4.  We welcome the restructuring and the replenishment of the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) and we support its choice as the permanent financial mechanism of these 
two Conventions.  

5.  We are determined to speed up the implementation of our national plans called for 
under the Rio Climate Treaty and we will each report what we have achieved at next 
year's Summit. We also recognize the need to develop steps for the post-2000 period. 

1995 – Halifax   

Communiqué 

31. We place top priority on both domestic and international action to safeguard the 
environment. Environmental protection triggers the development and deployment of 
innovative technologies, which enhance economic efficiency and growth and help create 
long-term employment. In their policies, operations and procurement, G-7 governments 
must show leadership in improving the environment. This will require the appropriate 
mix of economic instruments, innovative accountability mechanisms, environmental 
impact assessment and voluntary measures. Efforts must focus on pollution prevention, 
the "polluter pays" principle, internalization of environmental costs, and the integration 
of environmental considerations into policy and decision making in all sectors.  

32. We underline the importance of meeting the commitments we made at the 1992 Rio 
Earth Summit and subsequently, and the need to review and strengthen them, where 
appropriate. Climate change remains of major global importance. We will work with 
others to:  



• fulfill our existing obligations under the Climate Change Convention, and our 
commitments to meet the agreed ambitious timetable and objectives to follow up 
the Berlin Conference of the Parties;  

1996 Lyon  

Chairman’s Statement 

5. Environment  

Protecting the environment is crucial in promoting sustainable development. In view of 
the threats such as global warming, desertification, deforestation, depleting resources and 
threatened species, and unsustainable urban development, we place top priority on 
integrating environmental protection more completely into all of our policies. We are 
exploring the possibility of supplementing our national income accounts to better 
measure resources, such as forests, minerals and fish, and the economic value of air, 
water and soil quality. We welcome the great potential of the environment protection 
industry which can have positive effects on long term economic growth and employment.  

1997 will be a pivotal year for the environment. We renew our commitment to all 
agreements reached at Rio, and pledge to work for a successful outcome of the 1997 
special session of the United Nations General Assembly which would lead to their better 
implementation. We commit ourselves to strong action and anticipate in 1997 :  

-a successful outcome of the Conference of the Parties to the Climate Change 
Convention;  

-agreement on actions to promote sustainable management of forests, including 
appropriate implementing arrangements or instruments;  

-the negotiation of a global, legally binding instrument on particular persistent organic 
pollutants (POPs);  

-the speedy implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the 
Convention on Desertification. 

It is important to ensure adherence to environmental agreements. International crime in 
areas such as illegal trade in CFCs, endangered species and hazardous waste is of 
particular concern. We will assess compliance with international environmental 
agreements and consider options for enhancing compliance.  



1997 – Denver   

Communiqué 

14. Overwhelming scientific evidence links the build-up of greenhouse gasses in the 
atmosphere to changes in the global climate system. If current trends continue into the 
next century, unacceptable impacts on human health and the global environment are 
likely. Reversing these trends will require a sustained global effort over several decades, 
with the involvement of all our citizens, and changes in our patterns of consumption and 
production.  

15. We are determined to take the lead and show seriousness of purpose in strengthening 
international efforts to confront climate change. Our ultimate goal must be to stabilize 
atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gasses at an acceptable level. This will require 
efficient and cost-effective policies and measures sufficient to lead to a significant 
reduction in emissions.  

16. International cooperation will be essential. At the Third Conference of Parties to the 
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in Kyoto we must forge a strong 
agreement that is consistent with the Berlin Mandate and that contains quantified and 
legally-binding emission targets. We intend to commit to meaningful, realistic and 
equitable targets that will result in reductions of greenhouse gas emissions by 201 0. The 
agreement must ensure transparency and accountability and allow Participants flexibility 
in the manner in which they meet their targets.  

17. Action by developed countries alone will not be sufficient to meet this goal. 
Developing countries must also take measurable steps, recognizing that their obligations 
will increase as their economies grow. We agree to work in partnership with them to that 
effect by implementing technological development and diffusion and supporting 
environmental education and capacity building.  

18. We stress the importance of setting up an appropriate mechanism for monitoring and 
ensuring compliance among Parties. We also agree to work together to enhance 
international efforts to further develop global systems for monitoring climate change and 
other environmental trends.  

1998 – Birmingham   

Communiqué  

11. The greatest environmental threat to our future prosperity remains climate change. 
We confirm our determination to address it, and endorse the results of our Environment 
Ministers' meeting at Leeds Castle. The adoption at Kyoto of a Protocol with legally 
binding targets was a historic turning point in our efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. We welcome the recent signature of the Protocol by some of us and confirm 



the intention of the rest of us to sign it within the next year, and resolve to make an urgent 
start on the further work that is necessary to ratify and make Kyoto a reality. To this end:  

• we will each undertake domestically the steps necessary to reduce significantly 
greenhouse gas emissions;  

• as the Kyoto protocol says, to supplement domestic actions, we will work further 
on flexible mechanisms such as international market-based emissions trading, 
joint implementation and the clean development mechanism, and on sinks. We 
aim to draw up rules and principles that will ensure an enforceable, accountable, 
verifiable, open and transparent trading system and an effective compliance 
regime;  

• we will work together and with others to prepare for the Buenos Aires meeting of 
COP4 this autumn. We will also look at ways of working with all countries to 
increase global participation in establishing targets to limit or reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. We will aim to reach agreement as soon as possible on how the 
clean development mechanism can work, including how it might best draw on the 
experience and expertise of existing institutions, including the Global 
Environment Facility. We look forward to increasing participation from 
developing countries, which are likely to be most affected by climate change and 
whose share of emissions is growing. We will work together with developing 
countries to achieve voluntary efforts and commitments, appropriate to their 
national circumstances and development needs. We shall also enhance our efforts 
with developing countries to promote technological development and diffusion.  

1999 – Cologne 

Communiqué  

33. We reaffirm that we consider climate change an extremely serious threat to 
sustainable development. We will therefore work towards timely progress in 
implementing the Buenos Aires Plan of Action with a view to early entry into force of the 
Kyoto Protocol. In particular, we encourage decisions on the operation of the Kyoto 
mechanisms and on a strong and effective compliance regime. We underline the 
importance of taking action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through rational and 
efficient use of energy and through other cost-effective means. To this end, we commit 
ourselves to develop and implement domestic measures including under the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change. We also agreed to exchange experience on 
best practices. We will also promote increasing global participation of developing 
countries in limiting greenhouse gas emissions. We welcome the action already taken by 
developing countries and stress the need to support their efforts through financial 
mechanisms, the development and transfer of technology, and capacity-building. We note 
the important role that the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) can play in these 
areas. We also welcome the intention announced by some developing countries in 
Buenos Aires to undertake further commitments to abate their greenhouse gas emissions.  



2000 – Okinawa  

Communiqué  

65: We will endeavour with all our partners to prepare a future-oriented agenda for 
Rio+10 in 2002. We are strongly committed to close co-operation among ourselves and 
with developing countries to resolve as soon as possible all major outstanding issues, 
with a view to early entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol. To that end, we are 
determined to achieve a successful outcome at the Sixth Conference of the Parties to the 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP6), in order to achieve the goals of the 
Kyoto Protocol through undertaking strong domestic actions and supplemental flexibility 
mechanisms.  

66: Working together and with existing institutions to encourage and facilitate investment 
in the development and use of sustainable energy, underpinned by enabling domestic 
environments, will assist in mitigating the problems of climate change and air pollution. 
To this end, the increased use of renewable energy sources in particular will improve the 
quality of life, especially in developing countries. We therefore call on all stakeholders to 
identify the barriers and solutions to elevating the level of renewable energy supply and 
distribution in developing countries. We invite stakeholders to join in a Task Force to 
prepare concrete recommendations for consideration at our next Summit regarding sound 
ways to better encourage the use of renewables in developing countries.  

2001 – Genoa    

Communiqué  

23. We confirm our determination to find global solutions to threats endangering the 
planet. We recognise that climate change is a pressing issue that requires a global 
solution. We are committed to providing strong leadership. Prompt, effective and 
sustainable action is needed, consistent with the ultimate objective of the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change of stabilising greenhouse gas concentrations in the 
atmosphere. We are determined to meet our national commitments and our obligations 
under the Convention through a variety of flexible means, drawing on the power of 
markets and technology. In this context, we agree on the importance of intensifying co-
operation on climate-related science and research. We shall promote co-operation 
between our countries and developing countries on technology transfer and capacity 
building. 

24. We all firmly agree on the need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. While there is 
currently disagreement on the Kyoto Protocol and its ratification, we are committed to 
working intensively together to meet our common objective. To that end, we are 
participating constructively in the resumed Sixth Conference of the Parties in Bonn 
(COP6) and will continue to do so in all relevant fora. We welcome the recent deepening 
of discussions among the G8 and with other countries. 



25. We reaffirm that our efforts must ultimately result in an outcome that protects the 
environment and ensures economic growth compatible with our shared objective of 
sustainable development for present and future generations. 

26. We welcome Russia's proposal to convene in 2003 a global conference on climate 
change with the participation of governments, business and science as well as 
representatives of civil society. 

27. We recognise the importance of renewable energy for sustainable development, 
diversification of energy supply, and preservation of the environment. We will ensure 
that renewable energy sources are adequately considered in our national plans and 
encourage others to do so as well. We encourage continuing research and investment in 
renewable energy technology, throughout the world. Renewable energy can contribute to 
poverty reduction. We will help developing countries strengthen institutional capacity 
and market-oriented national strategies that can attract private sector investment in 
renewable energy and other clean technologies. We call on MDBs and national 
development assistance agencies to adopt an innovative approach and to develop market-
based financing mechanisms for renewable energy. We urge the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) to continue supporting environmental protection on a global scale and 
fostering good practices to promote efficient energy use and the development of 
renewable energy sources in the developing world, and stress the need to commit 
adequate resources to its third replenishment. We thank all those who participated in the 
work of the Renewable Energy Task Force established in Okinawa. G8 energy ministers 
will hold a meeting in the coming year to discuss these and other energy-related issues. 

28. We are looking forward to the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) 
in Johannesburg in 2002, an important milestone in the Rio process. The three 
dimensions of sustainable development - enhancing economic growth, promoting human 
and social development and protecting the environment - are interdependent objectives 
requiring our concerted action. We will work in partnership with developing countries for 
an inclusive preparatory process with civil society on a forward looking and substantial 
agenda with action-oriented results. We welcome the recent adoption of the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) and will strongly promote its early 
entry into force. 

2002 – Kananaskis 

Chair’s Summary   

• We agreed on the importance of reaffirming the Doha Agenda and the Monterrey 
Consensus and to work at the upcoming Johannesburg Summit to produce 
meaningful partnerships for sustainable development and measurable results. We 
recognized that climate change is a pressing issue that requires a global solution, 
and we discussed the problem of deforestation. 

 



2003 – Evian 
    
Chair’s Summary 
 
Science and technology for sustainable development. We adopted an Action Plan on how 
best to use science and technology for sustainable development focused on three areas:  
- global observation;  
- cleaner, more efficient energy and the fight against air pollution and climate change;  
- agriculture and biodiversity.  
Those of us who have ratified the Kyoto Protocol reaffirm their determination to see it 
enter into force. 
 

2004 – Sea Island 

Chair’s Summary 

Sustainable development requires international cooperation and action on improving our 
environment. We endorsed the Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle ("3 R's") Initiative.  

Science and Technology for Sustainable Development: 
"3r" Action Plan and Progress on Implementation 
 

Last year at Evian we agreed "to support the development of cleaner, sustainable and 
more efficient technologies." We reaffirm our conviction that "cooperative scientific 
research on transformation technologies offers potential to improve public health by 
cutting pollution and reduce greenhouse gas emission to address the challenge of global 
climate change."  

As we continue to implement the G8 Action Plan on Science and Technology for 
Sustainable Development adopted at Evian, we commit to launching the Reduce, Reuse, 
and Recycle ("3R") Initiative to encourage more efficient use of resources and materials. 
The initiative will be formally launched in the coming year at a ministerial meeting in 
Japan…  

In the period since Evian our actions taken to implement the Evian S&T Action Plan 
include:  

Cleaner, More Efficient Energy  

• Launched the International Partnership for a Hydrogen Economy (IPHE). 
Developing and implementing IPHE Implementation-Liaison Committee work 
plan.  



• Launched the Carbon Sequestration Leadership Forum (CSLF). Working to 
approve first set of CSLF projects, taking into account environmental 
assessments, and various countries' developing or supporting complementary 
technologies for low- or zero-emission coal-fired power plants.  

• Supported and advanced international cooperation to facilitate wider use of 
renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies through such initiatives as 
the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP) and the Bonn 
International Conference for Renewable Energies. Continuing implementation 
and follow up.  

• Those countries that will continue to use nuclear energy and that are members of 
the Generation IV International Forum (GIF) drafted multilateral arrangements on 
next-generation nuclear energy technologies. Work continuing on six high-
priority next-generation nuclear energy systems.  

Global Observation Held First and Second Earth Observation Summits (EOS) and 
adopted a Framework document on a Global Earth Observation System of Systems 
(GEOSS).  Planning to adopt a final 10-year strategic implementation plan on GEOSS at 
Third EOS in 2005 and working to identify the international mechanism to provide 
coordination and oversight for GEOSS.  

 
 


