The Sun Corridor as a Mountain “Mega”

One of America’'s Newest Metropolitan Places and a Federal

Partnership to Help It Prosper
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Mega-trends

Emerging opportunities and challenges

A new federal-mega partnership

B | Metropoiitan Policy Program




B
g
[y
2
-
2
1
i




i EOREZR TR, i
N < ..,l_. ;'_ lJl. || JMM,;;;;;J;% :
ect Obama \ /,;/;;rthe recent election

] .f/.-*,;,- iy,
/ ”/W/W 7
/) 74

1 'If'f_r'J." 1 "J / ,"/:';x; 'fr -y / /
i

J

il

4 | ¥
[ ] | il
. & i BT
- .!h G T il (il
il e, W . . e J\ i )t SR . i
I \ s s 4 .FJ '. . Y I- - | tl -.f:-'_ 4 }].l '|.|'I'E '|J IIJ i i
L L B et B B T oty o e
: | \ St i vl il""‘.r ’ o e it o k. o E LIHI
5 P - o 4 ; # & fr an o I’y (s “. |
L ' *‘{ '.1.-"'-.'4"."'::“?;!" ""t' i JIII!IL

i
{5 TR
i

J‘-':|l||r
|

O
SO0
OO
“‘t““\\\ .. ‘ |

RO
A
i



B
g
[y
2
-
2
1
i




h ev ;_,o rl d :‘{I ;‘{”_an CII ial crisis has triggered real fear
abo ut futu re prosperlty

Government bailouts
and stimulus could
push the federal deficit
over $1 trllllon thls
year |
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Meanwhlle the “real economy Is well into a
recessmn

has declined by $324 since 2000

GDP fell last quarter for the first
time since 2001
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Phoenlx has the S|xth-worst rate
among cities
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The state’s budget deficit is
,-,-prOJected to approach $1 billion—
fuIIy 10 percent of the general fund
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As it happenﬂ‘,roo kings has endeavored to
rovide one
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According to the Brookings Blueprint, true prosperity
depends on achlevmg three types of growth

Productl‘\“?/\eﬁ | e growt -':-'-*:-:--f"-:;-;..-'Sustalnable growth

that boosts X f_f:}that fosters ‘a-strong “that promotes

Innovation and - middleclassby  sensible urban form,
productivity and so  addressing the reduces resource
generates quality training and consumption and
jobs and rising education needs of emissions, and
Incomes an increasingly protects the

diverse population  environment
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To achleve t'“‘ese goals, the nation must leverage
;-_}__four key assets and improve regional governance

Sustainable, Quality
Places

+

~ Improved governance Ny -
— n etwo r ks
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stworks are critical to ik g, >
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moving goods, ideas, < L e (Y
and workers quickly and ,,,/’2‘
efficiently _
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: In n ovatlon _gfatte rS..

d business models is
critical for boosting
productivity and
competing globally
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I|ll

conomy reqwré‘r
workforce with education
and skill levels that are

continuously rising : P—
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sustainabllity re-values

dense form, distinctive G Sy,
: < A5 e

neighborhoods, and | 5 ffﬁ‘* %

vibrant downtowns =l T
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problems of the new

reality

‘Beyond that, improved regional governance
crossing
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One reason is growth
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Population growth by county,
2000 to 2007
- More than 10 percent decline
Zeroto 10 percent decline
0.01 to 10 percent increase
10.01 to 20 percent increase
- More than 20 percent increase
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here of new urban forms
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Finally, we’re here chasing the new politics

IDOIOUIatlon\l NN

growth will

give the
Intermountain
West eight ¢
new electoral
votes by
2030—five in
Arizona alone!
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f:he region’s r /im porta” {® and political culture

R
“area of great transi tion in

our country”

~Gov. Janet Napolitano
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Mega-trends

Emerging opportunities and challenges

= new federal-mega partnership
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Our work flows from earlier work conducted here

|dentified the Sun Corridor super-
region

Sought to make the notion of mega-
regions accessible in a single place
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With “Mountain Megas,” we extend the dialogue

Am, s
erica’s Newest Metrapolltan Places
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Turns the discussion to federal policy
challenges

Analyzes growth trends, opportunities,
and challenges in this light

Proposes a new federal-mega partnership
that insists on necessary federal reforms
while empowering rising megas of the West
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Colorado

MNorthern
New/Mexico®

Arizona
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hat we Calzl the “Sun Corridor” is
of seven counties

Coconino

Mohave

Maricopa
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We f|nd that t"*at the Sun Corridor is highly urban (85
percent) and very much determines Arizona’s destiny

. b Slia ,-.' A
. Generates over 90 percent of Arizona’s
gross domestic product

e Grew over three times as fast as the
nation in recent years
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Mega-trends

Emerging opportunities and challenges

- A new federal-mega partnership
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The Sun Corrldor has major strengths...and
the weather remams perfect!

-- A
forecast remains positive

A strong tradition of
entrepreneurship will work
~_wonders in IT, aerospace,
~ cleantech, bio, and
~ alternative energy
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Human Capital

Sustainable, Quality Places

*

Effective Governance
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Like the other Mountain megas, the Sun Corridor
IS underserved by interstates
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rmountain West is  fa
home to some of the least- §3

developed parts of the '
Interstate highway system

. The four-lane I-10 corridor between

: Phoenix and Tucson and the two-lane
S/E US-93 linking Phoenix and Las Vegas
63 \/ are congested and dangerous
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The Sun Corridor and the rest of the megas are
also undersupplled W|th mterc:lty rail

i-hoenlx and |
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Meanwhile, the region faces air space constraints
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“s— | f""'The Sun Corrldor s fast-
growing population
demands improved air
linkages...

..however, the region has
run out of available air
space, constraining efforts
to increase Interstate and
International air travel
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- Human Capital

Sustainable, Quality Places

*

Effective Governance
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Labor prodUctlvny In the Sun Corridor is flat and
tralls the natlonal average
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Whlle PhOenlx has a relatively high share of employment
in strong export clusters average wages appear to
?‘é'underperform
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Immigration has dramatically increased the share
of foreign-born residents

20 1\

e ""In under 301 years the Sun Corrldor

(I

Percent Foreign-Born

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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forelgn -born populatlon has out-
grown the U.S. average and now

well exceeds it

1990 2000

Northern New Mexico Front Range Las Vegas
Sun Corridor Wasatch Front United States
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Unfortunately, those immigrants have sharply
less education than the full population

U, foreign bom (26.7%) r)m'
us_w U/U} = é‘

— — 27%

11l

Front Range Northern New Wasatch Front Sun Corridor Las Vegas The five IMW
Mexico megas

Bachelor's degree attainment rate, 2006
m Bachelor's degree attainment for foreign born population, 2006

B | Metropoiitan Policy Program

Source: U.S. Census Bureau




Challenges

Sustainable, Quality Places
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= = = Effective Governance
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Water conflicts throughout the Sun Corridor region
are deemed highly or substantially likely by the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation
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Unmet Rural Water Needs
Conflict Potential-- Moderate
Conflict Potential-- Substantial

Conflict Potential-- Highly Likely
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_The Mount_alnr- megas—lncludmg the Sun Corridor—also
"--'?fhave S|zeab|e 'ftransportatlon carbon footprints
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Poor planning and design depress urban vitality
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Sustainable, Quality Places

*

~ Effective Governance
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Competlng mtérests create governance
‘challenges Inthe region

or retai

Example: Sun Corridor
municipalities routinely skirmish
~over shopping mall location
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Context

Mega-trends
Emerging opportunities and challenges

A new federal-mega partnership
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Upcoming legislative junctures offer openings

Climate

hill(s) change bill
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tan leaders can and

must do a lot on their own

To be sure

. And you have

is a game

rail system
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To be sure, megapolitan leaders can and
must do a Iot on thelr own. And you have

Innovann o '
 The super-regional

SG | ENCE Science Foundation

foundatian Arizona is a
nationally significant

effort to target
Innovation at Work PUFDOSG-dFi\_len
Investment in
Arizona’s innovation
efforts

ARIZONRA
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To be sure megapolltan leaders can and
-_-_;must do a Iot on thelr own. And you have:

~ r‘j""r.-I - - .9_.‘ ;E—d—z'l i;' il
o - conservation prolects along the

corridor
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To be sure, megapolitan leaders can and
must do a Iot on thelr own. And you have

Governance

The Arizona Indicators
Ar Z0NAd Project is improving
ndicators FISpAng by
providing a rich
dashboard of up-to-date,
high quality socio-
economic data
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However, no matter how much the Sun Corridor
innovates, it does not have the resources, powers, or
discretion to “go it alone”

.......
- »

1

ited resources
Cross-boundary problems

Examples Interstate freight corridors; R&D, immigration,
cllmate change
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Meanwhile, there will always be a critical role for
Washington in unleashlng prosperlty

DL "‘ =
Washmg‘teh cah and must — e

Ensure adequate prOV|S|on of publlc =~
goods that wouldn’t be provided
otherwise

Bring large-scale federal resources to
bear 7

Provide appropriate rules—and
flexibility!

Facilitate information and idea /= —
exchange ~



Therefore we are workrng to help regions’ leaders
develop a new federal state-mega partnership

Empower

Maximize
performance
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A new federaI-State-mega partnership

e
_'-_.-__,-/——"

upport within-mega networks
especially with transit

*

Provide metros and megas more
discretion

Put rail on same footing as
highways

Shape a strategic, evidence-based

program
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A new federal-state-mega partnership

Provide longer-term alternative
energy tax credits and loan
guarantees

Experiment with new energy
research paradigms
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A new federal-state-mega partnership

Prowde a natlonal framework for
climate change research and carbon
emissions reduction

Issue a sustainability challenge
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02 e LS R generation of

' - - pragmatic, far-

Eat < P sighted metropolitan

policies

i T A Wl e
.:Ei-:l';{' _’. l' g - s aEs aEm LN

= NN | P | Memopoltan Policy Program




Mark Muro- (202) 797-6315, mmuro@brookings.edu

‘www.brookings.edu/metro/intermountain_west.aspx
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