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StateState--building: an Untangled Plotbuilding: an Untangled Plot

Why political order matters to Chinese political 

d l ?development?

How state-building proceeds in China?How state building proceeds in China?

Where the state-building to go in China?



Why political order matters?

Back to the beginning

States autonomy shaped the realities of 
access of different groups to political power.

“When enough of us drive to the right, the 
t f ill h i t t i d i i trest of us will have an interest in driving to 

the right also, no matter what preferences we 
might have in the abstract.”



How state-building proceeds

• State formation and state-building (1954)

• Failure of constitutional order (1978)

• 1982 constitution (2004)1982 constitution (2004)



How state-building proceeds (continued)

• The basic political system of China

Th N ti l P l ' C d l l l '• The National People's Congress and local people's 
congresses at all levels are the organs through 

hi h th l i t twhich the people exercise state power.

• 1982 constitution



How state-building proceeds (continued)

• The basic political system of China

Th l '• The people's congresses

• “Rubber” or “Iron” (the personal income tax reform)

• Enhancing rule of law

D ti l ti• Democratic election



Where the state-building to go?

• Integrating the leadership of the ruling party, the 
position of the people as masters of the country, and 
the rule of law

• Mechanism to turn the Party's propositions into the• Mechanism to turn the Party s propositions into the 
will of the state through legal procedures is under 
exploringexploring

• From “soft” to “hard”

• Representation matters



SocietySociety--building: an Unleashing Zonebuilding: an Unleashing Zone

Why society-building?

How society is built?

h b d f b dWhat is to be done for society-building?



Why society-building?

How has reform and political evolution changed the nature of the ties 
that connect the society to the state? (Bringing the society back in)

• Society-building is both a challenge and a response to state 
centered policy orientation

• Society-building is one of the collaboration mechanisms to improve 
governance in China.

• The growing enthusiasm of citizens' civic engagement and political 
participation in social affairs is reshaping state and society 
relationshiprelationship



How society is built?
(social service delivery)( y)

• building a service-oriented, responsible, law-
abiding and clean government (2008)

• Achievements of the eleven-five-year plan• Achievements of the eleven-five-year plan

• Goals of the twelve-five-year plan



How society is built?
(civic organizations)( g )

• Mechanisms of self-governance 
(communities and civics)(communities and civics)

• NGOs: Social organizations, private non-g p
profit organizations and foundations



How society is built?
(development of NGOs)( p )

• Resuming and emerging (1978 to 1989)g g g ( )

• Emerging nationwide (1992-1998)

• Delivering and accounting (2000-)



What is to be done?

• Separation of government, market, and the 
third sector

• Avoiding “failure” problems• Avoiding failure  problems



TrustTrust--building: an Unbounded Missionbuilding: an Unbounded Mission

Why trust-building?

How trust-building is undergoing in China?

h b d b dWhat beyond trust-building?



Why trust-building?

• Government-citizen synergy

• Well-ordered society

• Bringing the state back in• Bringing the state back in



How trust-building is undergoing?

• Creating public values with social harmony

• Provide good governance with accountability

• Promote civic organizations with self-governancePromote civic organizations with self governance

• Engage citizens in public life with civility



What beyond trust-building?

• Take public governance seriously

• From trust to accountability, and then from 
accountability to democratic governanceaccountability to democratic governance

• Expectation, obligation, reciprocity, and risk



Thank YouThank You！！
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Functions and powers of the 
National People's Congressp g

• to amend the Constitution and oversee its 
enforcement; 

• to enact and amend basic laws governing criminal 
offences civil affairs state organs and otheroffences, civil affairs, state organs and other 
matters; 

• to elect and appoint members to central state 
organs; 

• and to determine major state issues.



Supervision: 
not merely ode to the government
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key targets of China’s 12th Five-Year Plan 
(2011-2015)

Livelihood
– Population to be no larger than 1.39 billion;
– Life span per person to increase by one year;
– Pension schemes to cover all rural residents and 357 million urban residents;
– Construction and Renovation of 36 million apartments for low-income 
families;

Mi i t d d t i b l th 13 t– Minimum wage standard to increase by no less than 13 percent on average 
each year;

Social management
– Improved public service for both urban and rural residents;
– Improved democracy and legal system;
– Better social management system for greater social harmony;
– More than 10 percent of all residents will be registered as community 
volunteers.







Characteristics of the NGOs 
Present Situation

• There are an enormous number of Chinese NGOs with diverse 
organizational arrangements and a wide range of activities

• The regional distribution of Chinese NGOs is unbalanced; the 
scope of their activities is limited and the size of individual units is 
small

• China’s NGOs generally face problems of funding, mobilization 
i d i d i li killcapacity and inadequate specialist skills

• An outstanding problem confronted by Chinese NGOs is the 
d i fl f th t l t d tadverse influence of the current regulatory and management 

system

• The lack of necessary and effective supervision by society is a• The lack of necessary and effective supervision by society is a 
great obstacle to the further development of Chinese NGOs






