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Examples of questions you can answer with the
Census Bureau’s American Community Survey

Are young people buying homes in my area?

Could | see a map with child poverty by state?
Is there much of a Russian community here?

Who is moving to my area’s richest suburb?
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The American Community Survey’s big
themes and small details

School enrollment, and how much education adults have completed

Families: Children, grandparents, women who had a baby in the
past year, single moms and dads, teenagers

Unmarried couples (including same-sex), single people (including

elderly), disabled people (including children), veterans
Immigrants: Where from, when arrived, how good is their English

Money: Earnings, jobs people hold, working parents, who is poor,
other income such as Social Security and food stamps

How people get to work, commuting time, households without cars
People who moved within the U.S. during the previous year

Housing costs, who owns and who rents, housing affordabillity, size
(number of rooms), heating fuel, overcrowding
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You can look at one place, or compare two

or more different ones

Estimates are available for:
the nation,
states,
congressional districts,

metropolitan areas,

counties,

cities,

school districts,

select American Indian lands,

and certain other districts with ¢ Data for smaller areas will
more than 65,000 people. be available in a few years.
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You can compare age groups, men and
women, or race/ethnic groups

 Example: Are women
buying more homes
than men?

Example: Are most
new arrivals in your
community Hispanic?
Example: Are children
more likely to be poor
than the elderly?
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What Is not available

Areas of less than 65,000 people will not have data until
2008 or 2010, depending on population size.

People in “group quarters” are not included.

Residents of institutions such as military barracks, college dorms,
mental hospitals, nursing homes and prisons are not included
through 2005. Until they are, do not use the survey to write about
college towns or counties with large prisons.

The survey does not ask about religion, political party,
sexual orientation, home schooling, computers, pets or
recent purchases.
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How to get data from the American
Community Survey

o Start with http://factfinder.census.gov

e If you forget, go to www.census.gov and
click on “American FactFinder” on the left
rail

o Under American Community Survey, click
on “get data”

 The Factfinder page also has 2000 Census
data, local population estimates, economic
census numbers and other good stuff
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U.S. Census Bureau

POPULATION FINDER

FACT SHEET

PEOPLE

HOUSING

BUSINESS AND
GOVERNMENT

ABOUT THE DATA

DATA SETS

DOWHLOAD CENTER

MAPS

TOOLS AND
REFERENCES

Address Search...

to find Cenzus 2000
data

Enter & street address

http://factfinder.census.gov

Glossary

Get g Fact Sheet for your community...

citys towen, | |

county, ar Zip
v]

or select a state using & map =

state | - zelect a state -

Getting Detailed Data

Decennial Census - taken every 10 yvears to collect infarmation
ahoutthe people and housing ofthe United States
learn more | get data

See the Count Guestion Resalution Program for information on
Census 2000 count corrections.

American Community Survey - an ongoing sunvey that

provides data about wour community every year
learn more | get datah
Puertoe Rico Community Survey - the equivalent ofthe

American Community Survey for PFuerto Rico
learn more | qet data

Population Estimates Program - population numbers
hetween censuses
learn more | qet data

Econoimic Census - profiles the LS. econormy every & years
learn more | qet data

Annual Economic Surveys - data from the Annual Survey of
mManufactures and Monemployer Statistics
learn more | qet data

Special Interest

Site Map Help

Population Data

Population Finder

Ilze the Population Finder to wiew
population trends foryour cormimunity.

LS, Population Clock
£ 1854 GMT (EST+5) Mow 05, 2008

300,144 174

mare population clocks »

u

What's New

Mation's Population Reaches 300 Million
The nation's population reached the
historic milestone of 3200 million on
Qctober 17th. more s

'\.h-l: ] _'r

2005 American Community
survey (ACS)

Housing data added 1073,
Click the Fact Sheet, People
and Housing links on the lef
menu.

Updates to American FactFnder released
August 15, 2006, more s

2004 7ip Code Business Patterns are
available from the Data Sets paoge.

2002 Economic Census data are heing
released on a flow basis, as Quick

Repors, Thematic Maps, and Detailed
Stotictics Data Dot




QEI - I:lr> - %I @ |@ hitp: /ffactfinder.census.gov/servilet/DatasettainPageSeryiet? _program=ACS&_submenuld=8&_lang=en&_ts=

|@United Ctgtes - Data Sets - Ammerican,.. [@ United States - Data Sets - Am... l
TN ST g— B - ' « T American FactFinder

Main Search Feedback FAQs Glossary Site Map Help

cjet ezl

POPULATION FINDER Main b Data Sets

FACT SHEET AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY

Load Guery | Clear all selections

PEOPLE
HOUSING
) . ) ) ) Other Resources
BUSINESS AND The Ametican Community Sureey is a nationwide surey : : :
GOVERNMENT designed to provide communities a fresh look at how they are = American Community Survey Main Page
changing. The Puerto Rico Community Survey is the = Gualty Measures
ABOUT THE DATA equivalent of the American Community Survey for Puerto Rica. « Puhblic Use Micrudata_Sample (PUMS‘]._
More... dovwenload data and view documentation
DATA SETS « Dowwnload Center
» Decennial Census Errata botes « Dowynload 1996-1999 data via FTP

= American

Community Survey
* Puerto Rico
Community Survey

« Annual Population
Estimates Includes results from both the &merican Community Survey and the Diata Profiles

ﬂ Explain Table and Map Formats

(%) 2005 American Community Survey Select from the fallowing:

+ Economic Census Puetto Rico Community Survey. The 2005 data products include mmatinn Profiles

+ Annual Economic estimates of demographic, social, and economic characteristics of S e TElEs
. . ) 0
Surveys people, households and housing units (hoth occupied and vacant) Subiect Tables
for every state in the Mation Puerto Rico, and most areas with a —;
DOWNLOAD CENTER popuistion of 65,000 or more. Detailed T_ablea _
Geographic Comparison Tahles
o 2005 GQuick Guide | Importart Motes About Using the Data Thernatic Maps
Reference Maps
TOOLS AND 2004 () 2004 American Community Survey Custom Tahble

REFERENCES The 2004 data products include estimates of demographic and

economic characteristics of people, househaoldz and housing units E_ntterl?ttahtile number
[hoth occupied and vacant) for every state in the Mation, most areas LI eI I ErS

weith & population of 250,000 or mare, and selected areas of 63,000 List all maps
oF more. Dovwnload PUMS data

Ahout this data set

2004 Suick Guide | Important Motes About Using the Data
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Best options for first-time users

Data profile

— A five-page overview of the nation, a state or community. Use
this for basic questions, deadline and graphics statistics, or
background on a place that's new to you.

Rankings
— States are ranked for 2005 on dozens of measures, grouped by
topic.
Subject tables

— Find out frequently requested numbers by topic -- for example,
disablility -- for one geographic area.

Thematic maps

— A great way to see patterns, which can help you test story ideas
or make graphics.
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LY

U.S. Census Bureau

- S American FactFinder _

Select Geography

@- - @ & ¥ |E hittp: fffactfinder .census.gov/serviet/ADPGe0SearchByListServlet?ds_name=ACS_2005_EST_GO0_&_lang=en&_ts=181408345765

You are here: hiain ¥ Data Setz b Geography F Rezulis
2005 Ametican Community Survey, Data Profile

B Choose a selection method

'ﬁ. name search address search m

) Explain Cenzus Geodraphy

B Solect 3 geographic type

Mation ... |
B FRegion

Divizion

State

..... County

.......... County Subdivizion

..... Flace

..... Congreszional District - 109th

..... School Digtrict, Elementary

..... School Distict, Secondary

..... School Distict, Unified

s . Pl 32 Microdata Area

Amenican Indian Arealblaszka Mative Area/Hawaiian Home Land
Combined Statistical Area

Metropolitan Statiztical AreaMicropolitan Statiztical Area

..... Frincipal City

..... Metropalitan Divizion

Combined Mew England City and T own Area

Mew England City and Town drea

..... Princzipal City

Breas using the Dovvnload Certer.
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@-5 - @ ) |@ kit /ffactfinder . census.govfservlet/ADPTable?_bri=yR-geo_id=04000U547&-context=adpB-ds_name=ACS_2005_EST_GO0_&-tree_id=30 V| @ «

Data Profile
Youare here: Man b Data Sets ¢ Geography # Results

Use the links above to change your results | Options | Print/ [?'uwnluad | Related Items

| Tennessee

General Demographic Characteristics: 2005 @
Data Set: 2005 American Community Survey
sureey: 2005 American Community Survey

2005 Data Profiles:

¢ Demographic
Socisl
Econamic
Housing
Marrative

Demographic - =ex and Age, Race, Relationzhip, Household by Type

Social - Education, Marital Status, Ferilty, Grandparents...

Economic - Income, Employment, Docupation, Commuting to YWork ...

Change geograph Howsing - Occupancy and Structure, Housing Walue and Costz, Ltilities..

(state, courty. Marrative - Text profile with graphs for easy analysis...

place...]

MOTE. Data are limited to the household population and exclude the population living in institutions, college
daormitories, and ather group guarters, For infarmation on confidertislity protection, sampling errar,

+ Suyhiect Definitions nonzampling error, and definitions, see Survey Methodology .
+ sl b
General Demographic Characteristics: 2005 Estimate | Margin of Error
Total population 5,810,590 b
SEX AND AGE
hale 2,537 860 +-3,674
Female 248972,730 +-3,674
Under S years 385,136 +/-2 406
210 9 years 367 108 +-7 542
1012 14 years 390,082 +-7 G55
151019 years 379 067 +/-4 604
2010 24 years KTty +/-5,089
2510 34 years 00 345 +/-5,150
3510 44 years ge1,740 +/-4 385 1
4510 54 years ety | +/-3,833 N ar r at I V e
2510 59 years 363,165 +-7 643
G0 to 64 years 288,179 +/-7 629
G510 74 years 409 999 +/-2,379
7510 54 years 233902 +/-3,949
55 years and over B4 752 +/-3 BES
Median age (years) 373 +1-0.2
A0 simmem mmal e I A A9T Tod I e R=Tul




1 U.S. Census Bureau
American FactFinder Eearch

rarliing
IEES

Feedback FAQs Glossary Site Map Help

el

American Community Survey - Ranking Tables

-‘|'-ﬁu are here: r-.-1ai-|:| b Data Sets b Ranking Tables # R.ESI:IH‘.S

Print | Related Items

United States and States

View this table...
Percent of Children Under 6 Years Old With All Parents in the Labor Force: 2005
F for states B 3 . e T
Universe: Own children under 6 years in families and subfamilies @
b from 2005 Diata Set: 2005 Anu_an-:an Cﬂlllllll!llll}" Survey _ _
fram 2004 suncey: 2005 American Community Survey, 2005 Puerto Rico Community Survey
from 2003
from 2002 MOTE. Data are limited ta the household population and exclude the population living ininstitutions, college dormitories, and
other group gquarters. For information on confidertiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
weith statistical Survey Methodalooy .
significance
State
10 20 30 40 50 &0 0 a0 a0
View...
South Dakata [
P asachart Marth Dakata e
Other tables... I 5.
M= zizzippi —+—
Wermont p——]
Wisconsin [
Delaware p—i—]
Rhode lzland p—t—]
Legend Mehraska -
| iz zouri !
: :--upper bound South Caroling -
o atimate Mlarylan |
lowver bound Lovisiana -+
hortana p—t—
Ohio [
W aming ——|
Kansas |
Nl 1 - 1




@ @ |@ hip: /ffactfinder .census. gov/servlet/STTable? _brm=y&-gr_name=ACS_2005_EST_GO0_S1903&-geo_id=04000US088 -context=stE-ds_narr V| @ co E

Colorado

$1903. Median Income in the Past 12 Months {In 2005 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars) @
Data Set: 2005 American Community Survey
Suncey: 2005 American Community Survey

sigject tagle

MOTE. Data are limited 1o the household population and exclude the population living in institutions |, callege
dormitories, and other group guarters. For information on confidertiality protection, sampling error,
nonzampling error, and definitions, 2ee Survey Methodalogy .

Subject Total| Margin of Error | Median income (dollars) | Margin of Error
HOUSEHOLD INCOME BY RACE AHD HISPAHIC OR LATINO ORIGIH OF HOUSEHOLDER
Households 1,819,037 +-8,199 50,652 | +/-553
One race--
White 86.2% +-03 52,286 +i-654
Black or African American 3.8% +1-01 35,293 +I-4 953
American Indian and Alaska Mative 0.9% +1-01 46473 +I-7 941
Azian 2.19% +i-0.1 85,773 +i-G 549
Mative Havwaiian and Other Pacific Islander M I 3416 +-23112
Same ather race 5.4% +1-02 3714 +1-2 0352
Twwa OF more races 1.5% +5-01 44 241 +i-4 702
Hizpanic or Latino arigin (of any race) 15.0% +1-02 34 654 +I-1 425
White alone, not Hispanic or Latino T7.a% +-0.3 25,1584 +i-739

HOUSEHOLD INCOME BY AGE OF HOUSEHOLDER

1510 24 years G 6% +-0.2 25 635 +-1,215
2510 44 years 41 2% +-0.4 53,440 +-1,252
4510 64 years 36.4% +-0.4 53,329 +-1 025
5 years and over 15.7% +-0.2 31,151 +/-1 092
FAMILIES

Families 1,164,221 +-11,318 62,470 +I-T5%

Wilth cwen children under 18 years 49 3% +i-06 58,416 +i-1 600

With no owen children under 15 years S0.7% +i-06 66,049 +I-363
Married-couple families 78.0% +-0.7 72,006 +i-350
Female househaolder, no huskhand present 15.29% +i-0.5 28,572 +i-1 291
Male householder, no wife present 5.9% +i-0.4 44 M5 +-3174

HOHFAMILY HOUSEHOLDS




) United States by State - M2101. Percent of the Civilian Population 18 Years and Over Who are Yeterans
' File Edit Yiew Go Bookmarks Tools Help

- QEI - E> - %l @ |@ hitp: /ffactfinder . census. gov /servlet/ThematickapFramesetSeryiet? _bm=y&-_MapEvent=displayBy&-errisg=58-_useS5=Na-_dB

M2101. Percent of the Civilian Population 18 Years and Over Who are Veterans:

Change... # 2005 'ﬂ'
= Data Classes Universe: Civilian population 18 years and over
» Boundaries and Data Set: 2005 American Community Survey
features Survey: 2005 American Community Survey, 2005 Puerto Rico Community Survey

United States by State
MOTE. Data are limited to the househald population and exclude the populstion living in institutions, college dormitories, and
« A street address ather group gquarters. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
or FIP code Survey Methodolagy.

Reposition on...

* & latitude and [ Idertify - geo name and data value rUS. View

longitude )
« The selected Click map to: E Zoom: D D D u u i i i i I
us.

geography Street

trlernetic (e

View...

Display map by: | State 4 |

+ azatable
= with statistical
significance

Gwick tips

Legend

Data Classes
Percent
1.8 - 8.6
9.3 - 10.9
11.1 - 12.3
12.4 - 13.9
14.3 - 16.7

Features

Items inzraytext
are not visible
at this zoom level




> Wyoming by County - M0601. Percent of the Native Population Born in their State of Residence (Including P
File Edit “iew GoO

Bookmarks Toolz  Help

QEI - E> - %‘ @ |@ hitp: /ffactfinder .census.gov /serviet/ThematichapFramesetServlet? _bm=y&-tree_id=3058-_MapEvent=displayBy&-context=tm&-errisc

Change...

« Data Classes

« Boundaries and
festures

Reposition on...

« A =freet address
or ZIP code

= A latitude and
longitude

+ The selected
geodraphy

View...

+ as atable
= yvith statiztical
significance

Cuick tips

Legend

0601, Percent of the Native Population Born in their State of Residence

{Including Puerto Rico): 2005 @

Universe: Native population

Data Set: 2005 American Community Survey
Survey: 2003 American Community Survey
Wyoming by County

MOTE. Data are limited to the household populstion and exclude the populstion living in institutions, college dormitaries, and
ather group quatters. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling errar, and defintions, see
rvey hethodalooy .

Data Classes

Percent

40.1 - 40.1
4594 - 4%.4

Features

A Major Road
oI L

Stream/Waterbody
/'\/ Stream/Waterbody

Items ineraytext
are not visible
at this zoom level

rldertify - geo name and data value

Click map to: E = m

lignitly nogulatad

I 555 miles across

o o o[+~

Digplay map by: | Courty

4. NORTH

1
[
|




) Wyoming by Public Use Microdata Area - M0601. Percent of the Native Population Born in their State of Residen
File Edit Yiew Go Bookmarks Tools Help

QEI - E> - % @ HQ http:/ffactfinder.census.gov fserviet/ThematicMapFramesetServlet? _bm=y&-tree_id=3058-_MapEvent=displayBy&-context=tm&-errsg: V|

MOTE. Data are limited 1o the household population and exclude the populstion lving ininstitutions, colleqe dormitories, and

« A ostreet address cther group quarters. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
ot ZIP code Survey Methodaolocy .
’ w 1 ldertify - geo name and data value r 553 miles across FO r r u ral areas
longituce: )
cuekmapto: [ 7 | Y [ K7 zoom: [ ][]l il W I
geadgraphy U=, Street P i
uolic
View... A " . .
Digplay map by: | Public: Use Microdata Area w |
+ az atable S NORTH USG MICrOdata

Areas

= wyith statistical
significance

Guick tips

Legend

Data Classes
Percent
35.5 - 35.5
0.7 - 40.7
45.2 - 453
50.3 - 50.3

Features

A Major Road
oI L

Stream/Waterbody
/\/ Stream/Waterbody

Items inarayvtext
are not visible
at this zoom level

Approx. 555 miles across.

W SOUTH
Source: WS, Census Bureau, 2005 American Community Survey
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A few hints for finding your way. E

* Not sure what something means?

— Check the “glossary” at the top of the
FactFinder page

— Look at “subject definitions” as you go along

* You can download numbers and maps to
a spreadsheet or other program.

e Look for (?) or preview options to get more
Information before committing yourself to a
search.
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V/////
A Few Cautions

The purpose of the survey Is to provide
characteristics, not counts

Check your definitions and your “universe”

Be careful about comparing 2005 survey
estimates with those from the 2000 Census

Check the margin of error to make sure there’s a
real difference between two estimates you want
to talk about...and then don’t make a big deal
out of small differences.
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ACS: Characteristics, Not Counts

e Use the Census Bureau’s annual
population estimates:

— If you want to know the number of people in a
state, county or other geographic area

— The same goes for age, race group, and
male-female totals

e Use the American Community Survey for:

— Data to describe the group of people you are
looking at
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“J Nebraska by Public Use Microdata Area - M2302. Percent of Children Under 6 Years Old With All Parents in t

File Edit Yiew Go

Bookmarks Tools Help

QEI - E> - % @ |@ hitp: /ffactfinder . census.gov /servlet/ThematichapFramesetServlet?_bm=y&-tree_id=3058-_MapEvent=zooma-context=tm&-errtsg==8-

Change...

« [Data Claszes

+ Boundaries and
features

Reposition on...

« A street address
or ZIF code

= A [gtitude and
longitude

+ The selected
geography

View...

+ azatable

= with statistical
significance

Guick tips

Legend

Data Classes

Percent
59.5 - &0.8
63.3 - 83.8
&l.3 - 8.7
85.2 - 71.9
78.3 - TB&
Features
A Major Road
ir L
Stream/Waterbody

/'\/ Stream/Waterbody

| Print /Download | Related Items

Own children under 6 years in families and subfamilies
[ata =et: 2005 American Community Survey
Survey: 2005 American Community Survey
Nebraska by Public Use Microdata Area
MOTE. Data are limited to the househald population and exclude the populstion living ininstitutions, college dormitories, and
othier group gquarters. For infarmation on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonszampling error, and definitions, see
Survey Methodolooy .

1 ldentify - geo name and data value r 555 miles across
caccmapo: [7] 3 [ K zoom: [| L] W
=, Street
Digplay map by: | Public: Use Microdata Area b |
' 4. MORTH

WEST i

Unvese

= T T | o ____



Has something changed over time?

 |f your area has survey
data going back to 2001,
use that to make
comparisons over time

You can make some
comparisons with 2000
using census data, but
be cautious.

More detail on this is on
the Brookings website.

Apples vs. oranges...
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Survey numbers have fuzzy
edses

* Every survey number is an estimate
 They are foggy or cloudy around the edges,

with a margin of error. That's why English
has words such as “roughly,” “about” or
“approximately.”

 Make sure two estimate ranges do not

overlap, so that you do not mistakenly say
there Is a difference when there may not be.
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Here Is the easy way to figure whether two
estimates overlap

THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION

Each survey number is an estimate with its own margin
of error. The smaller the group being measured, the
larger that margin of error will be.

If your first estimate is 12.0%, with a margin of error of

2.0%, the range is 10.0-14.0%.

To find the range of an estimate, add the margin of error
to it to see how large it could be [12.0% + 2.0% =14.0%].

Then subtract the margin of error from the estimate to
see how small it might be. [12.0% — 2.0% = 10.0%]

Do the same easy math for your second estimate, and
see whether their ranges overlap.

METROPOLITAN POLICY PROGRAM



File Edit “iew Go Bookmarks Tools Help

@ - I:> - % @ @ |@ hitp: /ffactfinder. census . gov /servlet/GRT Table? _brm=yB-geo_id=01000US5-_box_h

VTS LLOLGT 2 Qi IOl o
R2001. Median Household Income {In 2005 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars): 2005
L\ Universe: Households @

from 2005 Data Set: 2005 American Community Survey

View this table... i '|
F for states ;

from 2004 survey: 2005 American Community Survey, 2005 Puerte Rico Community Survey
fram 2003
from 2002 MOTE. Data are limited to the hauzehaold population and exclude the population living in institutions, caollege
dormitories, and other group quarters. For information on confidertiality protection, sampling error,
with statistical nonsampling error, and definitions, see Survey Methodalogy .
) Rank State Median Margin of Error
Sl 1| Mews Jersey B G72 +-526
&= & chart 2| haryland 1,592 +1-595
\ 3| Connecticut 60,941 +-512
e S e 4| Haveail 58112 +1-1 964
Select another Aassachusatts 57,184 +i-694
ranking table B| Meve Hampshire 56 763 +-999
7| Alaskan, 56,234 +-1 807
G| irginia \ 54,240 +1-540
Subiect Definitions 9| Califarnia \ 53,629 +-324
10| Delavare \ 52,4499 +-1 416
11| Minnesota \ 22,024 +/-366
12| Rhode |sland \ 1,458 +1-1 374
13| Colorado \\ 30,632 +-533
14| Minois \ a0,260 +/-338
15| Mesw York \ 49 480 +1-422
16 | Washington \ 43 262 +/-644
17 | Mevada \ 49 164 +{-530
15| Utah N\ 47934 +-945
19| District of Columbiz \Q,221 +1-1 934
20| Wisconsin 4?’,‘&5
United States 45 247
21| Whyatning 46 202
22| Michigan 45,034
23| Yermant 45 BSE
24| Geordia 45 604
25| Pennzylvania 44 537
26| Arizona 44 282

27 | Indiana 43993




) United States and States - R2001. Median Household Income - Mozilla Firefox
File Edit Yiew Go Bookmarks Tools Help

QEI - E:} - %1 @ |@ htip: fffactfinder .census.govfservlet/GRTTableSsS?_bm=y&-ds_name=ACS_2005_FEST_GOD_&-_box_head_nbr=R2001&-_req_ty

Micvs this table.. | United States and States

R2001. Median Household Income {In 2005 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars): 2005
Universe: Households @

from 2005 Data Set: 2005 Am_erican Comlm!nity Survey . .

from 2004 Survey: 2000 American Community Survey, 2005 Puerto Rice Community Survey

from 20035
from 2002

F for states

Select a state and click 'O, or click a rovw of the table to see statistical significance.
| Connecticut R |

The presence of a = indicates geographies whose estimates are not statistically significantly different from the estimate

wyithout statistical

sionificance for the zelected geography. == indicates the zelected geography.

View... MOTE. Data are limited to the household population and exclude the population living in institutions, college

az a chart dormitories, and ather group gquarters. For information on confidentialty protection, samgpling error,
nonzampling error, and defintions, see Survey Methodolooy .

Other tables... -
Select another Rank State Median Margin of Error th e atl &
ranking takle 1] = | Mewy Jerzey B1,672 +i-326

2 = | Maryland 61,592 +i-595
3 == Connecticut 60,941 +/-812
q Hawwaii 58,112 +i-1,969
5 Mazzachusetts 57,154 +i-694
|5 Mesy Hampshire 56,765 +i-999
7 Alazka 56,234 +i-1,807
g ~irginis 24,240 +i-540
9 California 53,629 +i-324
10 Delaware 52,499 +I-1 416
11 Minnescota 52,024 +1-3EE
12 Rhode |sland 51,458 +i-1,374
13 Colorado 50,652 +i-553
14 lirwoi=: 50,260 +I-338
15 [ese v ork 43 450 +-422
16 YWazhington 49 262 +i-644
17 Mevada 49 164 +1-5390
18 Iitah 47 934 +I-94E
19 District of Columbiz 47 221 +i-1,934
20 Wizconsin 47,105 +i-394
United States 46,242 +i-104

21 Wyhoming 45,202 +i-1,518
halal LY. N PRy A M o ddim




Even If two estimates are
[statistically] different, ask yourself...

e |s the difference big enough to
justify a story?

 Maybe the story Is that there A
is not much of a difference, or l
may not be.

THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION




If your comparison doesn’t work, you could
try something else

* In the Income example, you can still say
that New Jersey’s median household
Income ranks among the richest states.

You could look at different race or age
groups in New Jersey and compare their
iIncome figures.

You could look at American Community
Survey estimates from past years and see
whether New Jersey median household
Income Is up or down.

THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION METROPOLITAN POLICY PROGRAM




WATCH
A

OUT!

d Make sure of your definitions
d Know your “universe”
d Don’t write about estimates where lack of group

guarters makes a difference

4 If comparing past and present, check for
poundary changes

J Figure the range of each estimate to determine
any overlap

1 Reality check: Do not make a big deal out of
small differences
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American Community Survey data release
schedule

e Since 2000: All states, and many
congressional districts and areas of

250,000 or more have multi-year data

e 2006: All areas of 65,000+ have
2005 data, to be updated each year

e [n 2008: Data for areas of 20,000+
e In 2010: Neighborhood-level data




For more information...

e Census press office: 301-763-3691 or
pilo@census.gov

Click on “Newsroom” on the Census Bureau
home page, and then “media services” to access
a telephone list of bureau experts (though they
may send you back to the press office)

Go to http://www.census.gov/sdc/ for state data
center contact information
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Training opportunities

e Four-week online training course led by
Cynthia Taeuber

— Register at:
http://www.statistics.com/courses/census

 Reference: American Community Survey
Data for Community Planning, by Cynthia
Taeuber

— Avallable mid-December: www.trafford.com

THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION METROPOLITAN POLICY PROGRAM




www.brookings.edu/metro/umi.htm

A recording of

this training
session and

other resources
for using the

American

The
Brookings
Institution

MEeTROPOLITAN PoLIicYy PROGRAM

Brookings = Metropolitan Policy = Urban Markets Initiative

Movernber 16, 2006

Home

News & Events

Scholars

Research Topics

Programs

+ Economic Studies

* Fareign Paolicy
Studies

+ Glabal Economy and
Developrnent

+ Gowernance Studies
+ Metrapaolitan Palicy
' Policy Centers

' Projects

Publications

Community
Survey will be
available at the
Brookings
website.

Questions? Contact
Michelle Daniels,

daniels@brookings.edu

The Urban Markets fnitiative aims to Improve the guality of the
infarmation avallable an urban communitios to unleash the full power of
those matfiets to connect them to the economic mainstrearm.

b more about the Urban Markets Initiative

PROGRESSIVE AMALYTICS FOR DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT

Downtown Detroit
Feleazed by UMI, The Social
Compact, and the University of
IMichigan at the anrnual Urban Land
Institute conference in Detroit,
Downtown Detralt In Focus is the
product of innovative, progressive
analysiz of the market size and

ANMOUNMCEMENTS

Using Census
Numbers to Find
Good Stories
Mowermnber 15, 2006

Of silk Purses and
Sows" Earmarks by
Andrew Reamer
Septernber 25,
2006

Bookstore

Executive Education

About Brookings

potential of Downtown Detroit.

Progressive analytics for downtown

development provide a more accurate picture of downtown
and itz neighborhoods. Working closely with the lead
economic development and downtown business
organizations, local decisionmalkers will use this
collaborative research product to better serve current
residents and drive future development in downtown
Detroit.

FWiew the paper
b Find out more about UMI's work in Retail and Commercial
Development

INDUSTRY INITIATIVES

Measuring the Informal Economy - One
MNeighborhood at a Time

Street vendors in Mew York City, a home-based worker in Los
angles, the day laborer in Mew Orleans—these businesses are
part of the "informal economy” but are an integral part of daily
urban life. aAccurate measurement of a community's economic
activity has the power to attract new investment by
businesses and new residents. But in many of our urban
communities, residents remain underserved, in part because
these type of businesses remain largely unmeasured by
economists and banks.

b Wiew the paper
b Find out more about the roundtable, "Hidden in Plain Sight:

SEARCH BROOKINGS

Adwanced Search  Help

Urban Markets
Initiative

+ About Us
. Prezentations and
Events

MOST RECENT
RELATED CONTEMNT

Analysis &
Commentary

- Downtown Detroit In
Focus:

= of Silk Purses and
Sows' Earmarks

- Measuring the Inforrmal
Econormy - Cne
Meighborhood at =
Tirme

* Fiscal Millstones on the
Cities: Revisiting the
Problerm of Federal
Mandates

= Urban Crisis
B IBE T

Metro Program
Listserv

Sign up here fon
Brookings Metro
Alerts to stay on top
of the |atest
releases, events,
and web features,

E-mail Address




