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Examples of the Types of
Questions the ACS Can Address

What are the educational levels of people
In this Congressional District?

How does the stock of affordable housing
compare with other Districts in the state?

How many people who speak a language
other than English also speak English

well?

What proportion of this District’s children
are poor and has that changed over time?




A problem to start your workday

Let’'s say the Member for whom you work Is
considering the need for a community college in
your Congressional District. The Member asks:

“What are the educational
levels of working-age adults
In this Congressional
District?”




American Community Survey

Estimates for 2005; updates how areas have
changed since Census 2000
Updated every year

Available now for the nation, metropolitan
areas, Congressional Districts, and counties
and cities with 65,000+ people.

Smaller areas will get data in 2008 and 2010

Topics: essentially the same as Census
2000 long form




Examples of Characteristics in the ACS

« Demographic: Age,; Sex; Household
relationships; Marital status;
Race/Hispanic origin/ancestry;

Social: Place of birth and citizenship;
School enrollment and educational
attainment; Language; Migration;
Disability; Grandparents; Veteran Status

Economic: Employment; Income and
poverty status; Journey to work

Housing: Age; Costs; Own/rent; Fuels;
Vehicles available; Food Stamps; Utilities
and types of facilities available




Finding ACS Data

e Fast Facts for Congress:
www.fastfacts.census.qov

e American Factfinder:
http://factfinder.census.govVv
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The American Community Survey
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Demographic, Social,
Economic, and Housing Data
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Find the Range of the Estimate
LOWER bound of confidence interval =

Estimate - Margin of error

10.1 -0.9=9.2

UPPER bound of confidence interval =

Estimate + Margin of error

10.1 +0.9=11.0
RANGE of estimate =9.2 - 11.0
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Rule #2
Be careful what you say Is different

Do asimple test to determine if
estimates are statistically different.

 Then judge the practical
significance of the difference.




Rule # 1

Do not make a

big deal out of
small differences




What Is the
American Community Survey?

« An annual sample survey

 Replaces Decennial Census long
form

e Characteristics: demographic,

soclal, economic, and housing
estimates

 Geography: same as the decennial

census long form by 2010 — for the
nation, states, Congressional Districts,
counties cities and towns, down to
neighborhoods




Updated Statistics
In the American Community Survey

o Statistics updated every year
Sample in every county

1-year averages — areas of 65,000+

3-year averages — areas of 20,000+ by
2008

5- year averages — all areas by 2010




Data for the Previous Year Released in the Summer of:

Population
Type of Data | Size of Area | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010+

Annual estimates 2250’000 —
Annual estimates | 265,000 e
3-year averages | 220,000 _’

5-year averages | Census Tract

and Block »

Group*

Data reflect American Community Survey testing through 2004

* Census tracts are small, relatively permanent statistical subdivisions of a county averaging about 4,000 inhabitants.
Census block groups generally contain between 600 and 3,000 people. The smallest geographic level for which
data will be produced is the block group; the Census Bureau will not publish estimates for small numbers of people
or areas if there is a probability that an individual can be identified.




Data Release Schedule

Data collected for one year
Date released in late summer of following year

Data release for 2005 ACS characteristics for
nlaces of 65,000+ (U.S. and Puerto Rico)

— Demographic & Social — Aug. 15, 2006

— Economic — Aug 29,2006

— Housing, physical & financial — Oct. 3, 2006

— Race, Hispanic origin, Ancestry — Nov. 14, 2006
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Data Issues

Pay attention to the margin of error shown in the
tables

Check the universe statement on the table

Remember that ACS data through 2005 are for
households only, not the total population

Check for changes in geographic boundaries

Learn how to use multi-year averages




More Help
This training session, and
cheat sheets, are archived
on the website of the
Brookings Institution:

http://www.brookings.edu/
metro/umi.htm
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