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Outline

• The Role of the American Community Survey in:

• Emergency Preparedness
• Public Health (e.g., diabetes, HIV/AIDS, avian Influenza)
• Early Childhood Development 
• Economic Development
• Workforce Retention

• Information Systems for Decision Support

• Conclusions
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Points:  Hospitals…
Lines:  Streets, Rivers…
Network:  Transportation…
Polygons: ACS, jurisdictional…
Spatial Analysis: Access to services
Visualization of Results

Geographic Information System (GIS)
Creating Data Layers

…linking digital data to “geography”













What datasets are updated on a regular basis?

• Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services' Point of Service File

• Bureau of Health Professions' Area Resource File 

• Health Resources Services Administration's Medically underserved
areas and Health professional shortage areas

• United States Department of Agriculture's Economic Research 
Services' County Typology Codes

• United States Department of Agriculture's Bureau of Economic 
Analysis data

• Census estimates

• Base layers such as roads, highways, counties, etc.



“The Chain is Only as Strong 
as its Weakest Link”

Informed decisions are based on the information 
provided…

What are the unintended consequences for basing our 
decisions on old data?
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