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Overview

Objective Data of the U.S. Software Patent Situation

Subjective Opinion Depends on Who You Ask

Most Software Technologists Agree Reform is Needed

True Reform Difficult Because of Other Interests

Thoughts for Our Future
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Software Patents Issued Every Week ~ ?

Patent Lawsuits Filed Every Week ~ ?

Defending Self from One Suit ~ ?

Sending a Patent Notification Letter = ?

Getting Required Opinion After Receiving Letter ~ ?

Objective Data of the
U.S. Software Patent Situation
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Sending a Patent Notification Letter = ?
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Software Patents Issued Every Week ~ 600 (and rising quickly)

Patent Lawsuits Filed Every Week ~ 55 (and rising quickly)

Defending Self from One Suit ~ ?

Sending a Patent Notification Letter = ?

Getting Required Opinion After Receiving Letter ~ ?
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Software Patents Issued Every Week ~ 600 (and rising quickly)

Patent Lawsuits Filed Every Week ~ 55 (and rising quickly)

Defending Self from One Suit ~ $2 – 4M (and rising quickly)

Sending a Patent Notification Letter = ?

Getting Required Opinion After Receiving Letter ~ ?
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Software Patents Issued Every Week ~ 600 (and rising quickly)

Patent Lawsuits Filed Every Week ~ 55 (and rising quickly)

Defending Self from One Suit ~ $2 – 4M (and rising quickly)

Sending a Patent Notification Letter = $0.37

Getting Required Opinion After Receiving Letter ~ ?
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Software Patents Issued Every Week ~ 600 (and rising quickly)

Patent Lawsuits Filed Every Week ~ 55 (and rising quickly)

Defending Self from One Suit ~ $2 – 4M (and rising quickly)

Sending a Patent Notification Letter = $0.37

Getting Required Opinion After Receiving Letter ~ $30 – 50K

Objective Data of the
U.S. Software Patent Situation
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Subjective Opinion
Depends on Who You Ask

Large Software Companies

Small Software Companies

Patent Attorneys

Patent Lawmakers (Patent Office, Patent Court, Legislators)

“Patent Trolls”, Non-Producing Entities

Non – Patent Holding Public
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Most Software Technologists
Agree Reform is Needed

Poor Patent Quality

Patents Are Too Strong

Litigation Abuses

But Are There Actually Global / Systemic Flaws?
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True Reform Difficult
Because of Other Interests

Pharmaceutical Industry

Patent Lawmakers (Patent Office, Patent Appeals 
Court, Legislators)

Patent Practitioners
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Thoughts for Our Future

Keep Eye on the Ball

Keep Eye on the Road

Keep Eye on Your Wallet

Keep Eye on the Prize
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Questions and Comments Please

Objective Data of the U.S. Software Patent Situation

Subjective Opinion Depends on Who You Ask

Most Software Technologists Agree Reform is Needed

True Reform Difficult Because of Other Interests

Thoughts for Our Future
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Thank You

Daniel Ravicher
Executive Director

Public Patent Foundation
1375 Broadway, Suite 600

New York, NY 10018
(212) 796-0570

(212) 591-6038 fax
ravicher@pubpat.org

www.pubpat.org


