
 

 
1775 Massachusetts Avenue, NW    ●    Washington, DC 20036    ●    Phone 202-797-6462    ●    Fax 202-797-2481 

www.brookings.edu/sabancenter 

 
Saban Forum 2008 One-liners 

 
American Participants 

 
Elliott Abrams Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy National Security 

Advisor for Global Democracy Strategy 
 
Samuel Berger Co-Chairman and Founder, Stonebridge International, LLC; former 

National Security Advisor  
 
Howard Berman United States House of Representatives (D-28th Congressional District 

of California) 
 
Tony Blair Envoy of the Quartet on the Middle East; former Prime Minister of the 

United Kingdom 
 
Stephen Breyer Associate Justice, The Supreme Court  
 
Zbigniew Brzezinski Counselor and Trustee, Center for Strategic & International Studies; 

former National Security Adviser  
 
Nicholas Burns Professor of the Practice of Diplomacy and International Politics, John  
   F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University; former Under 

Secretary of State for Political Affairs, Department of State 
 
Daniel Byman Senior Fellow, Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings; 

Director, Center for Peace and Security Studies, Georgetown University 
 
Lester Crown Chairman, Henry Crown and Company 
 
Beth Dozoretz Vice Chair of the Board of Directors, First Hospital Corporation 

Health Systems; member, International Advisory Board, Saban Center 
for Middle East Policy at Brookings  

 
David Fisher Chairman of Capital Group International, Inc. and Capital Guardian 

Trust Company; member, International Advisory Board, Saban Center 
for Middle East Policy at Brookings 

 
Richard Fontaine  Foreign Policy Advisor, Senator John S. McCain (R-Arizona) 
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Thomas L.  Friedman   Columnist, The New York Times 
 
Brian Greenspun  President and Editor, the Las Vegas Sun; President, The Greenspun 

Corporation; and member, International Advisory Board, Saban Center 
for Middle East Policy at Brookings 

 
David Gregory   Chief White House Correspondent, NBC 
 
Richard Haass President, Council on Foreign Relations; former Director of Policy 

Planning, State Department and Vice President and Director of 
Foreign Policy Studies, The Brookings Institution 

 
Jane Harman United States House of Representatives (D-36th Congressional District 

of California) 
 
Sidney Harman Founder and Chairman Emeritus, Harman International  
 
Rita Hauser Chair, International Peace Institute; member, Board of Advisors, 

Saban-CFR Middle East Strategy Project 
 
Fred Hiatt Editorial Page Editor, The Washington Post 
 
Richard Holbrooke Vice Chairman, Perseus; former U.S Ambassador to the United 

Nations, Assistant Secretary of State for Europe, and Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs 

 
David Ignatius    Columnist, The Washington Post 
 
Martin Indyk Director, Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings; former 

U.S. Ambassador to Israel and Assistant Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs 

 
Robert Kagan    Senior Associate, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 
 
Daniel Kurtzer S. Daniel Abraham Professor in Middle Eastern Policy Studies, 

Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Princeton 
University 

 
Stuart Levey Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence, Department 

of the Treasury 
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Robert K. Lifton Chairman of the Board, Medis Technologies, Ltd; member, Board of 

Advisors, Saban-CFR Middle East Strategy Project 
 
Nita Lowey  United States House of Representatives (D-18th Congressional District 

of New York) 
 
Robert Malley Middle East and North Africa Program Director, International Crisis 

Group; former Director for Near East and South Asia, National 
Security Council 

 
Suzanne Maloney  Senior Fellow, Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings  
 
Joseph Nye University Distinguished Service Professor, John F. Kennedy School of 

Government, Harvard University; former Dean, Kennedy School and 
former Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs 

 
Carlos Pascual  Vice-President and Director of Foreign Policy Studies, The Brookings 

Institution; former U.S. Department of State Coordinator for 
Reconstruction and Stabilization 

 
Todd Patkin  Founder, Todd G. Patkin Companies; member, International Advisory 

Board, Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings 
 
Thomas Pickering Vice Chairman, Hills & Company; former Under Secretary of State 

for Political Affairs 
 
Kenneth Pollack Director of Research, Saban Center for Middle East Policy at 

Brookings; former Director for Near East and South Asia, National 
Security Council 

 
Condoleezza Rice Secretary of State of the United States 
 
Bruce Riedel Senior Fellow, Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings; 

former Senior Director for Near East and South Asia, National 
Security Council 

 
Terje Rød-Larsen President, International Peace Institute; former UN Special Coordinator 

for the Middle East Peace Process and Personal Representative of the 
Secretary-General to the Palestine Liberation Organization and the 
Palestinian Authority  
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Dennis Ross Consultant, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy; former 

U.S. Special Middle East Coordinator  
 
Cheryl Saban   Executive Director, Fifty Ways to Save Our Children 
 
Haim Saban Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Saban Capital Group; 

Chairman, International Advisory Board, Saban Center for Middle 
East Policy at Brookings 

 
Daniel Shapiro former Senior Advisor for Policy, Obama for America  
 
Christopher Shays United States House of Representatives (R-4th Congressional District of 

Connecticut) 
 
Jay Snyder  Principal, HBJ Investments; member, Board of Advisors, Saban-CFR 

Middle East Strategy Project  
 
James Steinberg Dean, Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs, University of 

Texas at Austin; former Deputy National Security Advisor 
 
Strobe Talbott   President, The Brookings Institution; former Deputy Secretary of State 
 
Shibley Telhami Nonresident Senior Fellow, Saban Center for Middle East Policy at 

Brookings; Anwar Sadat Professor for Peace and Development,  
  University of Maryland 
 
George Tenet Managing Director, Allen & Company; former Director of Central 

Intelligence 
 
John Thornton  Professor and Director, Global Leadership Program, Tsinghua 

University School of  Economics and Management; Chairman of  the 
Board of  Trustees, The Brookings Institution 

 
Margaret Warner  Senior Correspondent, The Newshour with Jim Lehrer  
 
Henry Waxman United States House of Representatives (D-30th Congressional District 

of California) 
 
Leon Wieseltier  Literary Editor, The New Republic
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Tamara Cofman Wittes  Director of the Project on Middle East Democracy and Development 
and Senior Fellow, Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings 

 
James Wolfensohn Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Wolfensohn & Company; 

former Special Envoy for Gaza Disengagement of the Middle East 
diplomatic Quartet; and former President, the World Bank 

 
Ezra Zilkha  President, Zilkha & Sons; member, International Advisory Board, 

Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings; and member, Board 
of Advisors, Saban-CFR Middle East Strategy Project  

 
Mortimer Zuckerman Chairman and Editor-in-Chief, U.S. News & World Report; 

Publisher, New York Daily News 
 

Israeli Participants 
 
Aaron Abramovich  Director General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 
Shai Agassi   Chief Executive Officer and founder, Better Place 
 
Yarom Ariav     Director General, Ministry of Finance 
 
Ehud Barak Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense; former Prime     

Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of the Interior  
 
Nahum Barnea   Political Columnist, Yedioth Ahronoth 
 
Tal Becker Senior Policy Advisor to Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni  
 
Barak Ben-Zur  Lecturer, Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya; Consultant, Osen LLC 

Attorneys at Law; and advisor to Israel’s National Security Council 
 
Aluf Benn   Diplomatic Editor, Ha’aretz
 
Ilana Dayan   Anchorperson, Uvda, Channel Two
 
Yaron Deckel   Host, Hakol Diburim, Reshet Bet
 
Giora Eiland Chairman, SDS and Senior Researcher, Institute for National Security 

Studies; former National Security Advisor  
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Michael Federmann Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Federmann Enterprises Ltd; 

Chairman of the Board of Directors, Elbit Systems and Dan Hotels 
Corporation Ltd 

 
Avi Gil Senior Strategic Adviser, Center for Middle East Peace and Economic 

Cooperation; Senior Fellow, The Jewish People Policy Planning Institute  
 
Amos Gilad Director of Policy and Political-Military Affairs, Ministry of Defense 
 
Eival Gilady Chief Executive Officer, The Portland Trust (Israel); former Head of 

Coordination and Strategy for the Prime Minister’s Bureau 
 
Dan Gillerman  President, Gillerman Global; Co-Chairman, Israel Opportunity Fund; 

Chairman, Institute for National Security Studies International Forum; 
and former Israeli Ambassador to the United Nations 

 
Hirsh Goodman Director, Andrea and Charles Bronfman Program on Information 

Strategy, Institute for National Security Studies 
 
Efraim Halevy Director, Shasha Center for Strategic and Policy Studies, Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem; former Director of the Mossad and National 
Security Advisor Israel 

 
Michael Herzog  Chief of Staff to the Minister of Defense 
 
Dalia Itzik Speaker of the Knesset; former Acting President of the State of Israel  
 
Ynon Kreiz Chief Executive Officer, Endemol; member, International Advisory 

Board, Saban Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings 
 
Alon Liel Chairman, the Israel-Syria Peace Society; former Director General, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 
Amnon Lipkin-Shahak Chairman of the Board, Tahal Group; former Chief of the General 

Staff, Israel Defense Forces 
 
Sallai Meridor   Ambassador of Israel to the United States 
 
Nimrod Novik   Senior Vice President, the Merhav Group of Companies  
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Ophir Pines-Paz  Member of Knesset (Labor)   
 
Itamar Rabinovich Ettinger Professor of Contemporary Middle Eastern History, Tel Aviv 

University; former Israeli Ambassador to the United States and former 
President, Tel Aviv University 

 
Haim Ramon Vice Prime Minister; former Minister of Justice, Interior Minister and 

Minister of Health  
 
Uri Sagie former Director, Directorate of Military Intelligence, Israel Defense 

Forces  
 
Silvan Shalom  Member of the Knesset (Likud); former Deputy Prime Minister,      

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of Finance, and Minister of 
Science 

 
Ephraim Sneh Founder, Strong Israel; former Member of the Knesset (Labor), Minister 

of Health, and Minister of Transportation 
 
Yuli Tamir Minister of Education; Professor, Tel Aviv University 
 
Manuel Trajtenberg  Chairman, National Economic Council  
 
Shalom Turgeman Foreign Policy Advisor to Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
 
Yosef Vardi   Principal, International Technologies Ventures 
 
Dov Weissglas Senior Partner, Weissglas-Almagor and International Senior 

Consultant, Patton Boggs; former Chief of the Prime Minister’s Bureau 
and Special Advisor to Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 

 
Shlomo Yanai President and Chief Executive Officer, Teva Pharmaceutical Industries 

Ltd; former Director, Israel Defense Forces Strategic Planning Division 
 

International Participants 
 

Tony Blair (United Kingdom)    Envoy of the Quartet on the Middle East; former 
prime minister of the United Kingdom 
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Sir Ronald Cohen (United Kingdom) Chairman, The Portland Trust, Portland Capital 
LLP and Bridge Ventures; founding partner and 
former Chairman, Apax Partners 

 
Feridun Sinirlioğlu (Republic of Turkey) Ambassador and Deputy Undersecretary for Bilateral 

Political Affairs, Republic of Turkey; former 
Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to Israel 


