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The American Community Survey (ACS):

Takes the place of  the 
decennial census long 
form

Fully implemented for 
household and group 
quarters population

Data products are now 
available
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• Restructure & Simplify the 2010 
Census 

• Produce more current data than 
available previously

Purpose of the ACS
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• Three month data collection period

• Three modes of data collection

– Mail

– Computer Assisted Telephone Interview (CATI)

– Computer Assisted Personal Interview (CAPI)

• Data are confidential

• Response required by law

• Assistance available by telephone, and in languages other 
than English

ACS Operations
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Information collected in the ACS
• Age & relationship

• Grandparents responsible for 
grandchildren

• Disability

• Language spoken at home & English 
fluency

• Income

• Housing costs
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Preparing for ACS

Web Site:  http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
Data Release Schedule
Data Products
Information and Education

Use of Margin of Error
Multiyear (period) estimates

Comment on proposed data products
Provide input to education materials
Use the data
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Release Schedule for ACS Data Products

Data products are released in the year following the single-year 
or multi-year period in which data are collected.
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2006 ACS Data Products

Aug. 28, 2007:
– Income, earnings and poverty data

Sept. 12, 2007:
– Social, economic, and housing characteristics; demographic 

and housing estimates; Public Use Microdata Sample 
(PUMS) File; data profiles; geographic comparison tables; 
ranking tables; narrative profiles

Sept. 27, 2007:
– Selected Population Profiles; Workplace Base Tables; 

Group Quarters Data Profiles
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2006 ACS
Included group quarters for the first time

Group quarters population is 2.7% of the 
total population

– adding these data makes a difference

Comparable to Census 2000

Caution when comparing 2006 ACS to 
earlier years
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Group Quarters
• Two types of group quarters:

1. Institutional – for example, correctional facilities, 
nursing homes, and mental hospitals

2. Non-institutional – for example, college 
dormitories, military barracks, group homes, 
missions, and shelters

• Group Quarters Population includes all 
people not living in households
– This term includes those people residing in 

group quarters as of the date the ACS was 
conducted



11

Institutional Group Quarters

Includes facilities for people under formally 
authorized, supervised care or custody at the 
time of interview

– Adult Correctional Facilities
– Nursing/Skilled Nursing Facilities
– In-patient Hospice Facilities
– Mental (Psychiatric Hospitals) 
– Group Homes for Juveniles
– Residential Treatment Centers for Juveniles
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Noninstitutional Group Quarters

Includes facilities that are not classified as 
institutional group quarters 

– College/University Housing
– Group Homes Intended for Adults 
– Residential Treatment Facilities for Adults 
– Workers’ Group Living Quarters 
– Job Corps Centers 
– Religious Group Quarters
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Seven Main Types of Group Quarters

– Adult Correctional Facilities
– Juvenile Facilities
– Nursing/Skilled Nursing Facilities
– Other Healthcare Facilities (i.e.Hospice)
– College/University Housing
– Military Quarters
– Other Noninstitutional Group Quarters (i.e.Group 

Homes for Adults)
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National level Selected Population Profiles 
describing the group quarters population

– Characteristics of the total group quarters 
population

– Characteristics broken out by institutional and 
noninstitutional group quarters populations

2006 Group Quarters Data
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2006 Group Quarters Data

National characteristics for the three largest 
types of facilities 

– Adult Correctional Facilities
– Nursing/Skilled Nursing Facilities
– College/University Housing

Characteristics for selected sub-national areas
– 9 Census Divisions
– 35 States
– Puerto Rico
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Selected Population Profiles
Data profiles for nearly 200 selected race, 
Hispanic origin, and ancestry groups
Data profiles for population groups of interest

– The Native and Foreign-Born Populations
– The Population 65 Years and Over
– Children
– Workers 16 Years and Over

Selected Population Profiles allow easy 
comparison between selected population and the 
United States
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2006 Geographic Areas
Type of Legal, Administrative, 
or Statistical Area

Number 
included in 

2006 ACS for 
the United 

States

Number 
included in 
2006 PRCS 
for Puerto 

Rico

Nation 1 --

1

Census Regions & Census 
Divisions

13 -- 100%

Urban/Rural State Components 
(excluding DC)

50 1 100%

1

30

100%

Public Use Micro Data Sample 
Areas (PUMAs)

2,068* 100%

51

436

Percent of 
All Such 
Areas 

Covered in 
2006

100%

100%

States (including DC & Puerto 
Rico)

Congressional Districts

* There are a total of 2,071 PUMAs, but due to the population displacement in the New Orleans area
following Hurricane Katrina, Louisiana PUMAs 1801, 1802, & 1905 no longer meet the 65,000 population 
threshold necessary for single-year estimates.
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2006 Geographic Areas
Type of Legal, 
Administrative, or 
Statistical Area

Number 
included in 

2006 ACS for 
the United 

States

Percent of 
All Such 

Areas

Number 
included in 
2006 PRCS 
for Puerto 

Rico

Percent of 
All Such 

Areas 
Covered 
in 2006

11 69%

15%
100%

3%
--

--

--

Counties & Municipios 783 25% 12
1
7
--

--

--

Metropolitan, Micropolitan 
& Combined Statistical 
Areas

630 59%

School Districts 922 7%

Alaska Native Regional 
Corporation

3 %

Minor Civil Divisions 187 2 %

504
14

2%
2%

Places
American Indian & Alaska 
Native Areas
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ACS Data Products
• Detailed Tables
• Single Year & Narrative Profiles
• Ranking Tables
• Public Use Microdata Sample Files (PUMS)
• Thematic Maps
• Subject Tables
• Selected Population Profiles
• Geographic Comparison Tables
• Group Quarters Profile by Type (national level)
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Interpreting the Data:  
Three Factors to Consider

• Interview and residence rules

• Time periods

• Reference periods
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ACS Universe

• Total resident population of the United 
States and Puerto Rico
– Includes both household population and 

group quarters population

• Group Quarters population added to 
sample in 2006

• Current resident
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Residence Rules
• Resident of an address if a person

– Lives there year round
– Lives there more than 2 months but not year 

round
– Is living there now with no other place to live
– Is away now for 2 months or less

• Not a resident of an address if a person
– Lives there 2 months or less with another 

residence
– Is away now for more than 2 months
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ACS Produces Period Estimates

• They describe the characteristics of an 
area over a specific time period

• Contrast with point-in-time estimates 
that describe the characteristics of an 
area on a specific date
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Reference Periods

• ACS uses the interview date as the single 
reference point, or as the end of a 
reference period, for all data collection
– No specific reference period 
– Reference period relative to interview date
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Data Comparisons

• If comparing 2006 ACS data with data 
from previous years:
– Group quarters population not included in 

the sample before 2006
– Use guidance provided on ACS web site 
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Accessing the Data
http://factfinder.census.gov
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Data Sets: 2006 ACS
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Data Profiles
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Narrative Profile
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Ranking Tables
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Geographic Comparison Tables
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http://factfinder.census.gov/home/en/acs_pums_2006.html
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2006 Guide to Data Products
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http://www.census.gov/acs
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Margin of Error
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M0103. Percent of the Total Population Who Are 65 Years and Over: 2005 
Universe: Total population

Data Set: 2005 American Community Survey 
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M0103. Percent of the Total Population Who Are 65 Years and Over: 2005 
Universe: Total population

Data Set: 2005 American Community Survey 
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Looking Ahead to 2008

New and modified ACS Content

Data product and education plans
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Revisions to several questions based 
on testing

New questions

Proposed Changes to 
2008 ACS Content
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2007 Content 2008 Content

Content 
Modifications
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Data Product and Education Plans:  
Strategy

Finalize data products and data release 
schedule early

– Identify resources and requirements

– Seek input on plans

Develop a comprehensive educational 
campaign

– Provide for stakeholder input

– Result in a suite of educational materials



46

Outreach and Planning
for Multiyear Estimates

Federal Register Notice

Engaging Stakeholders

– Workshop to review Federal Register
comments

– Workshop to review educational materials



47

Federal Register Notice 

Described proposed data products for 3-
year and 5-year estimates

Comment period closed Sept. 27
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Federal Register Notice

Federal Register Notice
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Engaging Stakeholders

November 2007 Workshop

– Invited participants representing various data user 
communities

– Review and consider Federal Register comments

Outcome of workshop:  develop requirements  
and specifications for products that include 
stakeholder recommendations
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Education Campaign

Assess stakeholder needs for education

– Work with stakeholders to address issues related 
to data user education

– Develop handbooks and related materials

May 2008 workshop

– Review prototype data user materials

– Determine revisions and refinements required
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Next Summer

July 2008

– Materials are finalized

August/September 2008

– Dissemination of education materials 
concurrent with the beginning of the 2007 
ACS data release



53

For More Information

American Community Survey Office
1-888-346-9682

www.census.gov/acs/www
cmo.acs@census.gov

ACS Alert
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Special/Alerts.htm

Nancy Torrieri, Ph.D.
(301)763-3602

nancy.k.torrieri@census.gov

http://www.census.gov/acs/www
mailto:cmo.acs@census.gov
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Special/Alerts.htm
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