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“There’s an app for that” “There’s a form for that”

Culture Gap Between Consumers and Government
Presidential Action Day One to Instill Greater Focus on Openness

“My Administration is committed to creating an unprecedented level of openness in 
Government…and establish a system of transparency, public participation, and 
collaboration.” –President Barack Obama, Jan 21st, 2009



Building a Culture of Accountability
Spend Wisely, Reform Bad Habits, and Do Our Business in the Light of Day

• 45 projects halted by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), 12 projects 
terminated

• As a result of a TechStat session, SBA has driven down its cost per smartcard from  
$1,641 to $240



Helping Our Children Make Healthier Choices
Prizes Policy Spurs USDA to Reward Apps Developers

“The Apps for Healthy Kids 
competition challenges… 
the most creative, talented, 
and kid-savvy innovators 
across the country to build 
games that inspire and 
empower kids to get active 
and eat healthy.”

–First Lady Michelle Obama, March 11th, 2010

8 Game Jams held 
across the country –

20+ entries and 
counting leading up to 

June 30th deadline

Source: www.appsforhealthykids.com; http://www.healthgameschallenge.org/

Judges include Zynga’s CEO, the 
“Woz” from Apple, GE’s 

Healthymagination lead, others

http://www.appsforhealthykids.com/
http://www.healthgameschallenge.org/


Invest in the Building Blocks of American Innovation

• Restore American leadership in fundamental research
• Educate the next generation with 21st century knowledge and skills; create a world-class workforce
• Build a leading physical infrastructure
• Develop an advanced information technology ecosystem

Catalyze 
Breakthroughs 

for National 
Priorities

• Unleash a clean energy revolution
• Support advanced vehicle technology
• Drive  breakthroughs in health IT
• Address scientific “grand challenges”

Promote Competitive Markets that Spur 
Productive Entrepreneurship 

• Promote American exports
• Support open capital markets that 

allocate resources to the most 
promising ideas

• Encourage high-growth and 
innovation-based entrepreneurship

• Improve public sector  innovation 
and support community innovation

Source: www.whitehouse.gov  

President’s Strategy for American Innovation
Tech Role in Innovation for Sustainable Growth and Quality Jobs

Smart Grid and 
Health IT Apps 

innovation efforts 
underway 

Cloud Computing 
and Mobility as 
platforms for 

growth

Open Government 
Initiative focused on 

empowering 
everyday Americans



Public Sector Innovation
Cloud +Mobility an Opportunity for Economic Growth, Efficiency

+



“Beta Block” R&D Initiative to Connect Neighbors

Source: http://blog.case.edu/lev.gonick/2009/11/17/new_gold_standard_for_smart_connected_communities_case_western_reserve_university_announces_1000_mbsec_fiber_to_the_home_research_project

Internally Funded Effort to Deliver 1 Gig to Poorest Homes

Case Western Project in Brief

•Launched in November 2009

•Case Western Reserve University 
collaborative includes 40+ partners, 
100+ household gigabit network

•R&D effort, with private sector 
stakeholder support, to spur innovation 
in poor communities “next door”

•Program metrics and goals set to 
measure changes related to:  

•Neighborhood Safety

•Health and Wellness

•STEM Education

•Energy Sustainability

Safety 
Graduation 
Rates

Energy 

Sustainability

Chronic 
Disease 

http://blog.case.edu/lev.gonick/2009/11/17/new_gold_standard_for_smart_connected_communities_case_western_reserve_university_announces_1000_mbsec_fiber_to_the_home_research_project
http://blog.case.edu/lev.gonick/2009/11/17/new_gold_standard_for_smart_connected_communities_case_western_reserve_university_announces_1000_mbsec_fiber_to_the_home_research_project
http://blog.case.edu/lev.gonick/2009/11/17/new_gold_standard_for_smart_connected_communities_case_western_reserve_university_announces_1000_mbsec_fiber_to_the_home_research_project


Source: Commerce Department; White House Office of Science & Tech Policy

Investments in R&D Spur Jobs of the Future
Focus on Translation Capacity Across Nation’s Universities

“Doubling” R&D Commitment I6 Challenge in Brief

NIH

$3M
NSF

$3M

DOC/EDA

$6M

EDA proposals due June 15th; FY11 
budget includes additional $12M 

for NSF’s “Partnerships for 
Innovation” to build on what works

Projections for NSF, 
DoE Science, NIST 

labs as noted in 
FY11 budget



Unlocking The Value of Public Data
Data.gov: Empowering People

San Francisco, New York City, the 
State of California, the State of 
Utah, the State of Michigan, and the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
have launched data.gov-type sites, 
as have countries such as Canada, 
Australia, and the UK as well as the 
World Bank.

In less than eight months, a team 
of students at Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute developed 
over 40 applications using 

data.gov.

The site has received 97.6 million hits.

Citizens have developed 
hundreds of applications that 

help parents keep their children 
safe, let travelers find the fastest 
route to their destinations, and 
inform home buyers about the 

safety of their new 
neighborhood.



Standards Policy
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Introducing: 2010 Health 2.0 Developer Challenge

Who
Government agencies, community organizations, foundations, 
healthcare & technology companies, software developers

What
A series of “code-a-thons” and “team competitions” to build 
applications to improve personal and community health.

Why 

now

Newly opened government data sets + lightweight tools for rapid 
development  fuel an ecosystem of “data suppliers” and “appliers”

When June 2nd through Health Innovation Week October 3-10, 2010

Where
Regional events culminating in final challenge during 4th Annual 
Health 2.0 Conference, San Francisco, CA

Brought to you by  Competitions Supported by

www.health2challenge.org



Catalyzing Breakthroughs for National Priorities

Source: www.engineeringchallenges.org

*http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ostp/grand-challenges-request-information

Public Input on “Grand Challenges” for the 21st Century

Use of Social Networking 
helps grand challenges 

message reach an 
additional 1.5M  people 

White House Request 
for “Grand Challenge” 

ideas receives over 
700 responses

http://www.engineeringchallenges.org/


The Smart Grid Opportunity

Source: NSTAR, Tendril

Smart Grid ARRA Investments to Help 3,000 Homes this Summer

NSTAR and Tendril to deploy 
real-time energy apps for 3,000+ 

homes in MA this summer –
expecting 5% peak reduction 



A Commitment to Drive Innovation in Health IT

Source: www.nhindirect.org; Office of the National Coordinator for Health IT – SHARP program

Open Collaborations to Catalyze Breakthroughs in Apps, Exchange

SHARP Grantee  - SMArt AppsNHIN Direct Project in Brief

Harvard researchers focused on 
health platforms (like Indivo) to 

support substitutable apps –
prototypes by 2011; aligned with 

“modular” certification for 
“meaningful use”

“A set of policies, standards and
services that enable the Internet to 
be used for secure and meaningful 
exchange of health information to 
improve health and health care” –
Tech Specs by June, 
Implementations by October, 2010

http://www.nhindirect.org/


Putting it Altogether: “Network Challenge” Redux
Still Early Days in Unlocking the Value of Collaboration

Source: balloon.mit.edu; networkchallenge.darpa.mil; http://www.1billionhungry.org by MIT Team’s Riley 

Crane, with the United Nations

…Applied to e-DemocracyInnovative Incentive Model…

<9 hrs

Team attracted 
5,000 participants 

in two days

Replicating what 
works in UN 

collaboration


