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In addition to increasing federal support, the federal
government needs to help community colleges:

« focus on boosting rates of degree completion
e stimulate and innovate successful practices
e Uuse data to assess the effectiveness of these efforts




America’s challenge
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Non-baccalaureate higher education is an
Important contributor to inclusive growth

Higher educational attainment has stalled in the
United States



by
2020,- America will once
again have the highest

proportion of college
; graduates in the world.”

--Pres. Obama, Address to Joint
Session of Congress,
February 24, 2009
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Projected job growth, 2006-16
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Veterinary Physical Environmental
technologists therapist Dental science and
and assistants hygienists protection
technicians technicians

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Projections
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Velor — Completed 4 years of college or more
[ages 25 to 29]
5 — College enrollment as a share of high school completers
50 [ages 18 to 24]
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Source: 1976 to 2002 March Current Population Survey, 2003 to 2008 Annual Social and Economic Supplement to the Current Population Survey
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White Black Hispanic American Lowest 25% | Middle 50% | Highest 25%
Indian

Race/Ethnicity Socio-economic status

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Community Colleges: Special Supplement to the Condition of Education 2008
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Source: U.S. Department of Education, Digest of Education Statistics (NCES 2008-022)
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 Must balance multiple missions (e.g., degree, certificate,
transfer, development ed, continuing ed, etc.)

 Resources are scarce and not geared to supporting
Institutional capacity to help students gain credentials



Limitations of existing
federal policy
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Federal spending (inc'IL:J'd'i'hg'ff'ifr{éhcxiél aid) supplies only
15% of community college revenue

This makes community colleges especially susceptible in
periods of economic downturn



Declined >10 pct Declined 5-10 pct Declined 1-4 pct No change Gain 1-4 pct Gain 5-10 pct Gain >10 pct

Source: Green, K.C. (2009). Community Colleges and the Economic Downturn, The Campus Computing Project
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Source: Delta Cost Project, Trends in College Spending
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Efforts like the federal Access and Completion Incentive
Fund may falter if colleges lack the core operating

capacity needed to improve outcomes

Student-focused approaches alone are insufficient



A new federal approach
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performance

The federal government should drive performance
toward those goals by providing a significant influx of
new resources



}‘V iﬂ' ijvt

Degree and credent al omple etion
. Transitions from remedial to credlt bearmg coursework
 GED attainment

« Key credit-hour mileposts toward credentials
e Earnings and employment outcomes
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$3.7 billion

Revenues (Shillions)

Current Proposed

Source: Delta Cost Project, Trends in College Spending; NCES, 2008 Digest of Education Statistics
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Provide average community
college with additional $2 million
to invest in infrastructure,
technology, faculty

Over time, 75% of new resources
would be based on performance
on key student success measures
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e Learning communities

e Curriculum integration

Student services and other academic supports
Developmental education

Assessment and placement policies



- States that match student-level
P12 to higher education data

Source: Data Quality Campaign

22 states still lack data
systems that connect
student-level P12 to
post-secondary data;
only a few link to labor
market data




Policy brief and full report available on the
Brookings Blueprint website

Unleashing the Potential of a Metropolitan Nation
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Establish national postsecondary goals and create

a performance measurement system to support the
effect federal resour

Double its current level of support in order to account
for more than 10 percent of community colleges’ bud-
gets, ulti rding three-quarters of t
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