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Table 1. Changes in Marital Status: 1972 - 2006
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Table 2. Trends in Cohabitation: 1960 - 2004

Source: Glick and Spanier, 1980; Spanier, 1983; Thornton, 1988; Current Population Surveys, 1987-1997; GSS
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Table 3. Trends in Children: 1972 - 2006
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Table 4. Trends in Out-of-Marriage Births: 1960 - 2005
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Table 5. Trends in the Living Arrangements of Households
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Table 6. Trends in Child Bearing and Rearing



Table 7. % of Children in Various Types of Families
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Table 9. Trends in Labor Force Participation of Married Couples with Children Under 18 in Household
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Table 10. Trends in Keeping House for Married Couples by Gender for Households with Children Under 18
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Table 11. Trends Regarding Divorce and Remarriage: 1974 - 2006



Table 12. Importance of Traits in Children: % Selecting Trait as “Most Important”
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Table 13. Trends in Approval of Spanking Children: 1986 - 2006



-76-2006

-74.5-2004

-77-2002

-76-2000

8577941998

8479931996

877992.51994

8578901993

8174911991

8274911990

806986.51989

7968881988

776386.51986

7461831985

776486.51983

74.56286.51982

6957831978

6250801977

6450801975

64.553801974

--741972

% Women Help Run Country 
as Well as Homes

% Women Emotionally 
Suited for Politics% Willing to Vote for Women for President

Table 14. Trends in Attitudes toward Women and Politics



Table 15. Trends in Attitudes toward Women, Work, and the Family
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Table 16. Trends in Sexual Permissiveness: 1972 - 2006

% Saying activity ‘Always Wrong’
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Table 17. % Disagreeing with Gay Marriage
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Table 19.

Family Values by

Marital Status

62.672.675.571.181.8Visit Neighbor Less than Weekly

65.656.660.919.545.2Visit Bar, Greater than Never

59.960.362.061.665.0Visit Relative Less than Weekly

72.468.169.053.561.4Women Work, Children OK

73.861.863.133.556.2Man Work, Woman Home, Disagree

60.857.258.642.049.4Mom Work, Preschooler OK

82.574.279.546.168.2Wife Not First, Help Husband

57.451.649.236.345.1Women Work, Family OK

24.924.521.713.619.4Housewife Fulfilling, Disagree

85.073.982.056.763.2Women Run Home, Not Nation

91.489.390.172.985.5Vote Woman President

75.569.674.656.766.4Women Suitable Politics

50.132.231.820.521.8For Gay Marriage

45.839.138.517.527.3Gay Sex, Not Always Wrong

32.233.429.615.620.3Infidelity, Not Always Wrong

84.080.181.653.168.3Premarital Sex, Not Wrong

46.533.033.915.024.1Teen Sex, Not Always Wrong

69.667.165.544.652.8Teen Contraception, Agree

86.979.582.970.581.0Obedience, Not Top Value

26.923.924.523.424.2Disapprove of Spanking

63.550.452.944.648.3No Child Empty, Disagree

22.76.017.210.312.0Children Joy, Disagree

59.051.149.115.432.3Cohabit First, Agree

65.851.353.416.135.6Cohabitation Acceptable

36.9%53.2%35.0%20.2%22.1%Easier Divorces

Never 
MarriedSeparatedDivorcedWidowedMarried



Table 20.

Family Values by

Number of Children

Ever Born

79.480.580.676.968.6Visit Neighbor Less than Weekly

34.142.647.250.763.4Visit Bar, Greater than Never

61.366.164.460.364.0Visit Relative Less than Weekly

55.659.964.467.769.0Women Work, Children OK

42.453.158.263.670.8Man Work, Woman Home, Disagree

42.947.053.359.356.4Mom Work, Preschooler OK

56.566.272.373.679.2Wife Not First, Help Husband

40.742.146.351.654.7Women Work, Family OK

19.017.020.322.622.6Housewife Fulfilling, Disagree

65.574.678.077.482.8Women Run Home, Not Nation

80.386.086.886.889.6Vote Woman President

61.167.168.469.173.4Women Suitable Politics

15.618.425.530.538.1For Gay Marriage

18.025.730.037.944.0Gay Sex, Not Always Wrong

17.220.421.225.129.4Infidelity, Not Always Wrong

58.666.971.875.181.5Premarital Sex, Not Wrong

18.521.025.031.443.7Teen Sex, Not Always Wrong

47.049.156.261.467.5Teen Contraception, Agree

72.180.082.981.485.4Obedience, Not Top Value

20.523.025.526.426.4Disapprove of Spanking

40.046.647.448.367.6No Child Empty, Disagree

9.19.59.511.537.8Children Joy, Disagree

26.229.035.546.752.5Cohabit First, Agree

28.731.640.244.161.0Cohabitation Acceptable

23.1%23.3%24.4%30.3%31.3%Easier Divorces

4+321None



Table 21.

Family Values by 

Marital Status 

and Children

67.567.881.881.6Visit Neighbor Less than Weekly

56.255.751.638.8Visit Bar, Greater than Never

54.263.565.065.0Visit Relative Less than Weekly

73.965.964.758.2Women Work, Children OK

69.261.661.750.8Man Work, Woman Home, Disagree

63.854.254.045.0Mom Work, Preschooler OK

81.072.573.962.7Wife Not First, Help Husband

55.450.348.542.2Women Work, Family OK

28.019.820.918.3Housewife Fulfilling, Disagree

81.677.078.472.2Women Run Home, Not Nation

90.486.487.383.5Vote Woman President

74.670.568.764.3Women Suitable Politics

31.336.121.627.2For Gay Marriage

35.439.828.725.8Gay Sex, Not Always Wrong

28.329.022.018.6Infidelity, Not Always Wrong

81.176.571.065.4Premarital Sex, Not Wrong

35.738.125.522.7Teen Sex, Not Always Wrong

66.263.954.661.2Teen Contraception, Agree

80.682.184.278.1Obedience, Not Top Value

22.926.525.922.3Disapprove of Spanking

54.958.046.450.2No Child Empty, Disagree

10.822.08.115.3Children Joy, Disagree

56.847.034.829.9Cohabit First, Agree

46.853.839.332.2Cohabitation Acceptable

42.6%31.4%24.0%20.1%Easier Divorces

Not Married, 
Children

Not Married, 
No Children

Married, 
Children

Married, No 
Children



+21.6+23.9+4.5-2.02004

+33.8+19.8+9.9-6.92000

+30+14.1+6.8-5.31996

+25.3+14.7+6.6-1.51992

+24.1+18.4+12.6+1.61988

+28.5+14.4+12.3+1.81984

+21+11.4+5.4-2.81980

+23+14.3+10.1+2.41976

+28+21.2+8.9+2.11972

+50.3+11.9+11.3+1.61968

Never MarriedSeparatedDivorcedWidowed

Table 22. Presidential Voting by Marital Status

% Voted among married - % Voted among other groups



Table 23. Partisan Voting in Presidential Elections by Marital Status

% Voted for Democratic candidate - % Voted for Republican candidate

-15.0+25.2+35.4+3.1+0.9-12.32004

-24.7+22.2+29.3-1.5+2.9-21.02000

+14.5+43.5+56.5+32.0+34.1+12.31996

+5.1+28.2+42.1+20.9+17.2-0.71992

-24.3-8.1-13.7-23.9-16.2-28.61988

-26.4-20.7+0.2-9.7-8.7-31.11984

-4.0+5.8+45.2+19.8+22.2-7.91980

+15.6+13.7+44.4+16.6+24.3+9.11976

-18.9-9.4-16.0-6.5-22.1-27.11972

+3.1+2.3+23.1+17.4+5.8-6.41968

Remarried

Never 

MarriedSeparatedDivorcedWidowedMarried



Table 24. Political Party and Political Ideology Identification by Marital Status by 
Decade

% Democratic - % Republican

% Liberal - % Conservative

+15.5+23.4+11.9+19.9-3.72000s

+9.6+26.5+13.0+17.9-0.21990s

+8.5+28.8+20.6+22.1+9.11980s

+20.6+40.4+24.8+24.3+19.41970s

Never MarriedSeparatedDivorcedWidowedMarried

+9.3+1.9-3.1-14.5-18.42000s

+8.0+5.5+1.3-15.5-17.31990s

+6.4+8.7+3.7-11.3-15.61980s

+24.2+11.3+7.0-13.4-8.21970s

Never MarriedSeparatedDivorcedWidowedMarried



41.456.557.740.42004

41.752.859.438.42000

23.562.336.849.61996

30.054.541.941.21992

56.342.063.635.01988

55.742.264.133.81984

37.054.050.142.81980

38.959.244.553.61976

49.047.561.634.51972

40.0%48.9%46.2%39.8%1968

Not Married, Republican
Not Married, 

Democrat
Married, 
RepublicanMarried, Democrat

Table 25a. Presidential Vote by Marital Status by Year



20.135.832.929.22000s

24.036.832.632.41990s

24.429.628.437.51980s

18.9%42.6%23.2%42.6%1970s

Not Married, 
Republican

Not Married, 
Democrat

Married,  
Republican

Married, 
Democrat

29.131.539.921.52000s

30.032.440.122.81990s

28.631.338.122.51980s

26.1%38.4%33.5%25.3%1970s

Not Married, 
ConservativeNot Married, Liberal

Married, 
ConservativeMarried, Liberal

Table 25b. Party ID by Marital Status by Decade

Table 25c. Political Ideology by Marital Status by Decade



Table 26. Cohort Differences on Family Values, 2000-2006

22.529.934.627.724.4Legal All Reasons

32.639.643.935.333.9Legal Abortion for Any Reason

77.657.749.119.218.8Cohabitation OK

32.430.124.317.513.5For Easier Divorces

78.768.766.547.028.8Not Better if Man Works, Woman at Home

74.567.264.856.550.5Mother Working Doesn't Hurt Children

66.663.454.146.943.6Preschoolers Don't Suffer if Mother Works

55.340.137.827.731.3Family Doesn't Suffer if Mother Works

76.078.179.468.563.7Woman Suited for Politics

16.819.019.120.014.6Extra-marital Sex Not Always Wrong

81.773.974.565.054.2Premarital Sex Not Always Wrong

41.634.124.420.714.2Teen Sex Not Always Wrong

94.491.187.986.375.7For Sex Education

68.564.054.444.839.4For Teen Birth Control

38.125.128.128.324.1Against Spanking

52.149.843.033.421.0Homosexual Sex Not Always Wrong

48.8%38.9%30.5%21.8%20.3%For Gay Marriage

1980+1965 - 19791946 - 19641930 - 1945Pre-1930
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Table 27. Cohort Differences: % Approving of Legal Abortion for Any Reason

Source: 2000 – 2006 GSS


