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aGEnda at a GLanCE
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2009

2:00pm-5:30pm   arts and Culture advisory Committee Meeting

4:00pm-7:00pm  registration

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2009

9:00am-12:00pm  registration/networking Sessions

12:00pm-1:00pm  Lunch

1:30pm-3:00pm  Special Session: The Next Generation Speaks

3:00pm-5:00pm arts and Culture Leaders Workshop

3:30pm-4:30pm  Press Briefing: Goals of the U.S.-Islamic World Forum

5:00pm-6:00pm  reception

6:00pm-6:30pm  Welcome and Opening plenary

6:30pm-7:30pm  Common Challenges: Addressing Together Emerging Global Issues

7:30pm-8:30pm  dinner

8:45pm-10:00pm  Special Session: The Palestinian Crisis

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2009

9:00am-10:30am  The Global Economic Crisis: How Do We Respond?

10:30am-10:50am  Coffee Break

11:00am-1:00pm  task Forces: Session One

1:00pm-1:50pm  Lunch

2:00pm-3:30pm  Energy Security in the 21st Century

3:45pm-5:15pm  Initiatives Workshops: Session One

5:30pm-7:00pm  Initiatives Workshops: Session two

7:30pm-9:00pm  Museum of Islamic arts

9:00pm-10:30pm  dinner

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2009

9:00am-10:30am   The New U.S. Administration and the Muslim World

10:30am-10:50am  Coffee Break

11:00am-1:00pm  task Forces: Session two

1:00pm-2:00pm  Lunch

2:15pm-3:45pm  Closing Perspectives

3:45pm-4:00pm  Closing remarks

4:15pm-5:30pm Book Launch: Power & Responsibility

6:00pm-7:00pm  dinner

7:15pm-10:00pm  arts and Culture performance: Qatar philharmonic Orchestra
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List of participants
UnItEd StatES 

Shahed amanullah

Editor-In-Chief, AltMuslim.com

hady amr

Fellow and Director, Brookings 
Doha Center, Saban Center at 
Brookings

maxmillian angerholzer iii  
Executive Director, Richard 
Lounsbery Foundation

derrick aShong

Founder, Take Back the Mic

Brian Baird

Congressman (D, WA-3)

edward Bice

Founder and CEO, Meedan

Jeffrey Brown

Correspondent, The NewsHour 
with Jim Lehrer

cathleen campBell 
President and CEO, 
U.S. Civilian Research & 
Development Foundation

John BrySon chane

Eighth Bishop of Washington

daniel chriStman

Senior Vice President for 
International Affairs, United 
States Chamber of Commerce

JoSeph l. cumming

Director, Reconciliation 
Program, Yale Center for Faith 
& Culture

ViShakha n. deSai

President, Asia Society

JackSon diehl

Deputy Editorial Page Editor, 
The Washington Post

william J. doBSon

Visiting Scholar, Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace

keith elliSon 
Congressman (DFL, MN-5)

BetSy fader

Chief Program Officer, Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation

daVid fairman

Project Co-Director and 
Managing Director, Consensus 
Building Institute

a. huda farouki

Chairman, F.I.I.C. 

Samia farouki

elizaBeth ferriS

Senior Fellow, Brookings-Bern 
Project on Internal Displacement, 
The Brookings Institution

thomaS fingar

Former Chairman, National 
Intelligence Council

daVid fiSher

Chairman, Capital International 
Research, Inc.

marianna fiSher

Jerry fowler

President, Save Darfur Coalition

c. welton gaddy

President, InterFaith Alliance

ilan goldenBerg

Policy Director, National 
Security Network

Stephen r. grand

Fellow and Director, Project 
on U.S. Relations with the 
Islamic World, Saban Center at 
Brookings

terry greenBlatt 
Executive Director and CEO, 
Urgent Action Fund for 
Women’s Human Right

dina guirguiS

Founder and Executive Director, 
Voices for a Democratic Egypt

l. michael hager

President, Education for 
Employment Foundation

SteVen heydemann

Vice President and Special 
Adviser, Muslim World Initiative, 
United States Institute of Peace

e. daniel hirleman

William E. and Florence E. 
Perry Head and Professor 
of Mechanical Engineering, 
Purdue University

martin S. indyk

Senior Fellow and Director, 
Saban Center at Brookings

richard JacoBS

Senior Rabbi, Westchester 
Reform Temple

JameS JohnSon

Board Member, Perseus, LLC

Bruce JoneS

Senior Fellow and Director, 
Center on International 
Cooperation, New York 
University

nemir kirdar

Executive Chairman and 
CEO, Investcorp International

JameS kitfield

Staff Correspondent, National 
Journal

Joe klein 
Columnist, TIME

aaron loBel

President, America Abroad 
Media

kriStin m. lord

Fellow, Project on U.S. Relations 
with the Islamic World, Saban 
Center at Brookings

katherine marShall

Senior Fellow, Berkley Center 
for Religion, Peace and World 
Affairs, Georgetown University

laurie meadoff

Founder and Chief Evangelist, 
Chat The Planet

dalia mogahed

Executive Director, Center for 
Muslim Studies, The Gallup 
Organization

michael e. o’hanlon

Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy 
Studies, The Brookings 
Institution

cory ondreJka

Senior Vice President, Global 
Digital Strategy, EMI Music 
North America

walter parkeS 
Film Producer, Parkes/
Macdonald Productions
DreamWorks Studios

carloS e. paScual

Vice President and Director, 
Foreign Policy Studies, The 
Brookings Institution

richard peña

Program Director, The Film 
Society of Lincoln Center

Jane perlez

Foreign Correspondent, The 
New York Times
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John l. peterSon

Director, Center for Global 
Justice and Reconciliation, 
Washington National Cathedral

daVid petraeuS

Commander, U.S. Central 
Command

Sally Quinn

Columnist, The Washington Post

kenneth pollack

Director of Research, Saban 
Center at Brookings

kaVita ramdaS

President, Global Fund for 
Women

keith reinhard

President, Business for 
Diplomatic Action

Bruce riedel

Senior Fellow, Saban Center at 
Brookings

michael l. roSS

Associate Professor of Political 
Science, University of 
California, Los Angeles

nadia roumani

Program Officer/Consultant, 
Doris Duke Charitable 
Foundation

daVid ruBenStein

Co-Founder, The Carlyle Group

cynthia p. Schneider

Distinguished Professor in 
the Practice of Diplomacy, 
Georgetown University

Brooke Shearer

Executive Director, Turquoise 
Mountain Foundation

chriStopher ShieldS

Founder and Executive Chairman, 
The Festival Network

randa Slim

Senior Program Advisor, 
Peace and Security Program, 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund

BenJamin Smith

Associate Professor of Political 
Science, University of Florida

Sayyid Syeed

National Director, Office for 
Interfaith and Community 
Alliances, ISNA

Shirin r. tahir-kheli

Former Senior Advisor to the 
Secretary of State for Women’s 
Empowerment

StroBe talBott

President, The Brookings 
Institution

ShiBley telhami

Nonresident Senior Fellow, 
Saban Center at Brookings
Anwar Sadat Chair for Peace 
and Development, University of 
Maryland

SuhaiB weBB

Imam, Muslim American Society

lucaS welch

President, Soliya

michael wolfe 
Co-Director, MOST Resource 
Center

roBert wright

Editor-in-Chief, Bloggingheads.tv

ahmed youniS

Senior Analyst, Center for 
Muslim Studies, The Gallup 
Organization

tamara cofman witteS

Senior Fellow, Saban Center at 
Brookings

EUrOpE

Vahid alaghBand

Chairman, Balli Group, PLC
United Kingdom

Schirin amir-moazami

Fellow, Europe University 
Viadrina, Germany

aBdel Bari atwan

Editor-in-Chief, Al-Quds  
Al Arabi, United Kingdom

raghida dergham

Columnist and Senior  
Diplomatic Correspondent, Al 
Hayat, United Kingdom

hoda elSadda

Chair, Study of Contemporary 
Arab World, University of 
Manchester, United Kingdom

h.a. hellyer

Principle Research Fellow
Institute of Advanced Islamic 
Studies, United Kingdom

khalid koSer

Course Director, New Issues 
in Security, Geneva Centre for 
Security Policy, Switzerland

yahya michot

Professor of Islamic Studies 
and Christian-Muslim Relations, 
Hartford Seminary, Belgium

rouzBeh pirouz

Chairman, Pelican Partners, 
LLP, United Kingdom
 
tariQ ramadan

Professor of Islamic Studies, 
Oxford University,  
Switzerland

Salman Shaikh

Consultant, Conflict Resolution 
and Mediation, United Kingdom

MIddLE EaSt & 
aFrICa

wael aBBaS

Blogger, Misr Digital (Egyptian 
Awareness), Egypt

ghaith aBdul-ahad

Journalist, The Guardian, Iraq

ziad aBu amr

President, Palestinian Council 
on Foreign Relations, Palestine

khalil al-anani

Senior Fellow, Al-Ahram 
Foundation, Egypt

aBdullah Bin hamad  
al-attiyah

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Energy and 
Industry, State of Qatar

Bader al-dafa

Under-Secretary General, 
Executive Secretary, United 
Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia, 
Qatar

mohammed al-haBaSh

Minister of Parliament,
Syrian Arab Republic

ali Bin fahad al-haJri

Ambassador to the United 
States, State of Qatar

hafez al-mirazi

Vice Chairman, Al Hayat TV, 
Egypt

fahd r. h. al-mulla

Assistant Vice President for 
Research, Kuwait University,  
Kuwait

naif al-mutawa

Founder and Chief Executive 
Officer, Teshkeel Media Group, 
Kuwait

iBrahim alnaimi

Chairman, Doha International 
Center for Interfaith Dialogue, 
Qatar

aBdalla a. alnaJJar

President, Arab Science and 
Technology Foundation, 
United Arab Emirates

mohammed aBdullah 
mutiB al-rumaihi

Assistant Foreign Minister for 
Follow-Up Affairs,
State of Qatar

naShwa ali al-ruwaini

CEO and Board Member
Pyramedia, LLC, Egypt

aBdulJalil alSingace  
Director, Media and 
International Relations HAAQ: 
Movement of Liberties and 
Democratic Bahrain, Bahrain

Jamal al-Suwaidi

Director General, Emirates 
Center for Strategic Studies,
United Arab Emirates

hamad Bin JaSSim Bin JaBr 
al-thani

Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, State of Qatar

aySha alkuySayer

Assistant Executive Manager, 
Strategic Studies Department, 
Alwaleed bin Talal Foundation, 
Saudi Arabia
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aBdel aziz aBu hamad 
aluwaiSheg

Minister Plenipotentiary and 
Director, Economic Integration 
Department, Gulf Cooperation 
Council, Saudi Arabia

kamel ayadi

Senator and Honorary 
President, World Federation 
of Engineering Organizations, 
Tunisia

JaSim azawi

Presenter, “Inside Iraq,”
Al Jazeera International, Qatar

nurcan BaySal 
President, Development Centre 
Association, Turkey

ahmet mithat Bereket

Journalist and TV Producer, 
Turkey

iman BiBarS

Vice President and Regional 
Director, Ashoka Arab World, 
Ashoka Global, Egypt

Suheil dawani

Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem, 
Palestine

ghimar deeB

Lawyer, Economist, Syria

haSan Salah dweik

Executive Vice President 
Al-Quds University, Palestine

iBrahim el houdaiBy 
Board Member, Ikhwan Web, 
Egypt

aminetou mint el 
mokhtar

Founder and President, 
Association des Femmes Chefs 
de Famille (AFCF), Mauritania

SaeB erekat

Cabine Minister and Chief 
Negotiator, Palestinian National 
Authority, Palestine

mohamed naBil fahmy

Ambassador-at-Large,  
Arab Republic of Egypt

yaSSine fall

Executive Secretary, Association 
of African Women for Research 
and Development, Senegal

fadi ghandour

Founder and CEO, ARAMEX 
International, Jordan

amr gohar

President, Middle East 
Council for Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship, Egypt

mohamed haSSan gohar 
CEO, Video Cairo SAT
Egypt

fadi haddadin

Editor, misbahalhurriya.org,
Jordan

aSha hagi elmi

Chairperson and Co-Founder,
Save Somali Women and 
Children, Somalia

ali hamade

Director-Editorialist, An-Nahar, 
Lebanon

iBrahim hamidi

Former Bureau Chief, Al-Hayat, 
Syria

BarBara iBrahim

Director, John D. Gerhart 
Center for Philanthropy and 
Civic Engagement, American 
University in Cairo, Egypt 

Saad eddin iBrahim

Chairman, Ibn Khaldun Center 
for Development Studies, Egypt

ahmad iraVani

Director, Islamic Studies and 
Dialogue, Center for the Study 
of Culture and Values, Catholic 
University of America, Iran

latifa JBaBdi

President, Women’s Action 
Union, Morocco

amr khaled

Chairman, Right Start 
Foundation International, Egypt

rami g. khouri

Director, Issam Fares Institute for 
Public Policy and International 
Affairs, American University of 
Beirut, Lebanon

moukhtar kocache

Media, Arts and Culture Program 
Officer, Ford Foundation, Egypt

daoud kuttaB

Director, Community Media 
Network, Palestine

hala BSaiSu lattouf

Minister of Social Development, 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan

ShafiQ morton

Activist & Senior Journalist, 
The Voice of the Cape, South 
Africa

Jamil mroue

Publisher, The Daily Star, Lebanon

Sohail nakhooda

Editor-In-Chief, Islamica, Jordan

aref ali nayed

Senior Advisor, Cambridge 
Interfaith Program, Cambridge 
University, Jordan

nancy nti aSare 
Director, Family Law Project, 
Freedom House, Kuwait

hiBaaQ oSman

Chair and Founder, Karama, 
Somalia

Salih mahmoud oSman

Member of Parliament, 
Republic of Sudan

waJih owaiS

President, Jordan University of 
Science and Technology
Jordan

ouSSama Safa

Director, Lebanese Centre for 
Policy Studies, Lebanon

Barham Salih

Deputry Prime Minister,
Republic of Iraq

iSmail Serageldin

Director, Library of Alexandria, 
Egypt

zafar SiddiQi

Chairman, CNBC Arabiya
United Arab Emirates

huSSain SinJari

Founder, Tolerancy  
International, Iraq

khaldoon taBaza

Chairman and Managing 
Director, Riyada Ventures, 
Jordan

ali williS

Series Producer, The Doha 
Debates, Qatar

naima zitan

Founder and President, 
Association Theatre Aquarium, 
Morocco

moneef rafe’ zou’Bi

Director General, Islamic World 
Academy of Sciences, Jordan

SOUtH & 
SOUtHEaSt aSIa

kamal ahmad

President and CEO, Asian 
University for Women Support 
Foundation, Bangladesh

Salman ahmad

Musician, United Nations Good 
Will Ambassador, Pakistan

aitzaz ahSan

Barrister-at-Law, Pakistan 
People’s Party, Pakistan

mJ akBar

Chairman and Director of 
Publications, Covert, India

JaVed anand

Secretary-General, Muslims for 
Secular Democracy, India

anieS BaSwedan

Rector, Paramadina University, 
Indonesia

hamid BaSyaiB

Director of Programs, Freedom 
Institute, Indonesia

Sadia dehlVi

Freelance Writer, India

Bahtiar effendy 
Professor of Political Science, 
State Islamic University, Jakarta, 
Indonesia

tariQ fatemi

Foreign Policy and Defense 
Analyst, Pakistan
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aShraf ghani

Chairman, Institute for State 
Effectiveness, Afghanistan

waJahat haBiBullah

Chief Information Commissioner,
Republic of India

hameed haroon

CEO, Dawn Group of 
Newspapers, Pakistan

mohamed Jawhar haSSan

Chairman and CEO, Institute 
for Strategic and International 
Studies, Malaysia

perVez a. hoodBhoy

Professor of Nuclear Physics, 
Quaid-i-Azam University, 
Pakistan

anwar iBrahim

Member of Parliament, 
Federation of Malaysia

aSma Jahangir

Rapporteur of Freedom of 
Religion, United Nations 
Human Rights Council, 
Pakistan

maleeha lodhi

Fellow, Institute of Politics, 
Harvard University, Pakistan

talat maSood 
Defense and Security Analyst, 
Pakistan

Saad mohSeni

Chairman, Moby Group,
Afghanistan

tanVeer kauSar naim

Consultant, OIC Standing 
Committee on Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation 
(COMSTECH), Pakistan

ShuJa nawaz

Director, South Asia Center, 
The Atlantic Council of the 
United States, Pakistan

muhammad hidayat  
nur wahid

Chairman of the People’s 
Consultative Assembly, 
Republic of Indonesia

r. k. pachauri

Director-General, The Energy 
and Resources Institute, India

amina raSul-Bernardo 
Lead Convenor, Philippines 
Council for Islam and 
Democracy, Philippines

atta-ur rahman

Coordinator General, OIC 
Standing Committee on 
Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation (COMSTECH), 
Pakistan

zainul aBidin raSheed

Senior Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs, 
Republic of Singapore

ahmed raShid

Freelance Writer and Journalist, 
Pakistan

Sima Samar

Chairperson, Afghan 
Independent Human Rights 
Commission, Afghanistan

m. din SyamSuddin

Chairman, Muhammadiyah, 
Indonesia
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Biographies

Wael Abbas
EGypt
Wael Abbas is an internationally renowned 
Egyptian journalist, blogger and human 
rights activist who blogs for Misr Digital 
(Egyptian Awareness). He rose to fame re-
porting incidents of mob harassment of 

women, and broadcast several videos of police brutality, which 
led to the conviction of several police officers for torture. His 
actions have also resulted in harassment and intimidation by the 
Egyptian authorities, culminating in the takedown of Abbas’ 
YouTube and Yahoo accounts.

Gaith Abdul Ahad
LEBanOn
Ghaith Abdul Ahad is a writer and photog-
rapher for the Guardian newspaper in Lon-
don. His photographs have appeared in the 
New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles 
Times, the Guardian, the Times, Stern mag-

azine and others. He has deftly managed to photograph and 
write from the front lines of both the Sunni and Shia insur-
gency movements, and was one of the last journalists to work in 
insurgent-held Fallujah before the American assault on that city 
in April 2004. He has also worked behind Mehdi Militia front 
lines during the American operations in Najaf in August 2004. 
Recently, he interviewed and photographed the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan. He has received the Foreign Correspondent of the 
Year Award, British Press Awards, Amnesty International Press 
Awards, The James Cameron Prize, London University, and The 
Martha Gelhorn prize for War Reporting. 

Ziad Abu Amr
paLEStInE
Ziad Abu Amr is president of the Palestin-
ian Council on Foreign Relations, a pro-
fessor of political science at Birzeit Uni-
versity, and often serves as a mediator be-
tween president Mahmoud Abbas and the 

Hamas leadership. He has been a member of the Palestinian 
Legislative Council since 1996, representing Gaza City. He was  
re-elected during the January 2006 legislative elections. He 
is the former chairman of the Political Committee of the  
Palestinian Legislative Council and former minister of  

culture in the Palestinian Authority. The author of numerous 
books and papers, he is a specialist on Islamic movements in 
the Palestinian territories. He received his Ph.D. in government 
from Georgetown University in 1986.

Kamal Ahmad
BanGLadESH
Kamal Ahmad is founder and chief executive 
officer of the Asian University for Women 
in Chittagong, Bangladesh. He has directed 
the early planning, development, and op-
eration of all efforts in creating Asia’s first 

regional independent university for women. Prior to joining 
the Asian University for Women Support Foundation full-time, 
Ahmad worked as a lawyer for the Asian Development Bank in 
Manila, and has worked as a corporate attorney with major US 
law firms out of New York and London. His achievements were 
recognized by the Paul G. Hoffman Awards Fund, which gave 
him a United Nations Peace Medal and Citation Scroll for out-
standingly significant work in national and international devel-
opment in 1984. Time magazine named him as one of twenty 
outstanding undergraduates in the nation. In 2001, the World 
Economic Forum elected him as a Global Leader for Tomorrow. 
At his annual address at the commencement of Harvard Univer-
sity in 1986, Derek Bok, then-president of Harvard University, 
cited Kamal’s work as a leading example of student leadership 
in community service. He is a graduate of Harvard College, and 
received his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School.

Salman Ahmad
pakIStan
Salman Ahmad is a UN Goodwill Ambas-
sador for HIV/AIDS, and the founder of 
South Asian rock band Junoon. He has 
led Junoon to perform at diverse venues 
such as the UN General Assembly and the 

Nobel Peace Prize ceremony in Oslo. Jon Pareles of the New 
York Times describes Junoon as “South Asia’s answer to San-
tana,” and the Wall Street Journal called Junoon’s eclectic mu-
sic “a powerful combination of Led Zeppelin and traditional 
South Asian percussion like tabla and dholak.” He has recently  
co-written and recorded a song with academy award winning 
artist Melissa Etheridge called “Ring the Bells”. He is trained as 
a medical doctor. 
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Aitzaz Ahsan
pakIStan
Aitzaz Ahsan is an honorary fellow of the 
Downing College, Cambridge, and leader 
of the Lawyers Movement in Pakistan. He 
is a former President of the Supreme Court 
Bar Association, Member of Parliament, and 

Minister for Interior, Law and Justice, Leader of the House and 
Leader of the Opposition in the Senate. As a leading lawyer he 
has represented Presidents Leghari and Zardari, Prime Ministers 
Bhutto, Sharif and Gilani, and Chief Justice Chaudhry. He is 
also a poet and the author of the best-selling cultural history 
of Pakistan, The Indus Saga, written during several jail terms as 
a political prisoner under military governments. He has won 
many awards in pursuit of human rights, including one from 
the Asian Human Rights Commission. In 2008 he was voted 
by the readers of the prestigious Foreign Policy magazine as the 
fifth most influential public intellectual of the world. He is a 
graduate of Cambridge University. 

MJ Akbar
IndIa
Mobashar Jawed (MJ) Akbar is chairman 
and director of publications for Covert 
magazine. He is also founder and editor-
in-chief of the Asian Age, India’s first global 
newspaper, as well as the Deccan Chronicle. 

He has launched and edited several important publications in 
India including the Illustrated Weekly of India and the Telegraph. 
Akbar has also written books on the Indian political landscape. 
A renowned political and social commentator, Akbar is also 
the author of several articles and books, including Blood Broth-
ers and India: The Siege Within: Challenges to a Nation’s Unity. 
In addition, he served as a member of India’s Parliament from 
1989-1992, and as an advisor in the Ministry of Human Re-
sources, helping with policy planning in education and literacy 
programs. He holds a B.A. in English from Presidency College, 
Calcutta.

Khalil Al-Anani
EGypt 
Khalil Al-Anani is a senior fellow at the Al-
Ahram Foundation in Cairo and a noted 
political analyst specializing in the dynam-
ics of political Islam, democratization and 
human rights, and the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

From May to December 2008, he served as a visiting fellow 
at the Saban Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings 
Institution. Al-Anani contributes to various academic journals, 
including Contemporary Arab Affairs, Al-Mustaqbal Al-Arabi, 
and Arab Insight. In addition, he has a weekly column in Egypt 
Daily News, and is a frequent writer for many leading Arab 
newspapers, including Al-Hayat, Al-Ahram Weekly, Al-Ghad, 
and Al-Arab. Before his current position, Al-Anani worked as 
editorial director at Al-Masry Al-Youm, and was a political ana-
lyst with the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Trade. He is the au-
thor of The Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt: Searching for the Truth 

(Al-Shourouk Al-Dawliya Publications). Al-Anani received an 
M.A. in political science from Cairo University.

Bader Al-Dafa
Qatar
Bader Al-Dafa is under-secretary-general 
and executive secretary of the United Na-
tions Economic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia (UN-ESCWA). Before 
joining UN-ESCWA, he served as Qatari 

ambassador to the United States and Mexico, and permanent 
observer to the Organization of American States-OAS. Al-Dafa 
has also represented Qatar as ambassador to the Russian Fed-
eration, France, Egypt, and Spain. He has also served as the 
non-resident ambassador to Finland, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Estonia, and Switzerland. He has also served as Director of the 
European and American Affairs Department at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Al-Dafa has been awarded the Ordre National 
du Mérite from the Republic of France. He received his M.I.P.P. 
from Johns Hopkins University, and his B.A. in political science 
and economics from Western Michigan University.
 

Muhammad Al-Habash 
SyrIa
Mohammed Al-Habash is a minister of par-
liament for the Syrian Arab Republic and 
Member of the Administrative Commit-
tee since 2003. He is also professor of the 
Sciences of the Holy Quran in the Islamic 

Call College and professor of Tafsir in the College of Usal Ed-
din. In addition, Al-Habash serves as secretary of the Center of 
Introducing Islam and Arab civilization, director of the Insti-
tutes of the Holy Quran in Syria, director of the Islamic Studies 
Center in Damascus and former lecturer at the University of 
Damascus. In his various capacities, he has published hundreds 
of articles, scientific researches and books. He received a B.A. 
in Islamic Law from Damascus University, a B.A. in Arabic Lit-
erature from Beirut University, a B.A. in Islamic studies from 
Islamic Call College, an M.A. in Islamic studies from University 
of Higher Studies, Karachi, and a Ph.D. in the sciences of the 
Qur’an from the University of the Holy Qur’an, Khartoum.

Ali Bin Fahad Al-Hajri
Qatar
Ali Bin Fahad Al-Hajri became ambassador 
of Qatar to the United States on April 7, 
2008. He previously served as director of the 
European and American Affairs Department 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2006-08) 

and Qatari ambassador to Italy with non-residency ambassador 
status to Greece, Albania, Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na, Croatia, Slovenia and San Marino (2000-05). During that 
same time, he was also the Qatari representative to the Food 
and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, the In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural Development, and the UN 
World Food Program. In addition, Al-Hajri was a member of 
the Qatari Permanent Delegation to the United Nations in New 
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York (1997-2000), a diplomat at the Qatari Embassy in Mo-
rocco (1995-97), a diplomat at the Qatari General Consulate 
in Dubai (1985-93), and a third secretary in the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry (1983). Al-Hajri holds a B.A. in political science from 
the University of Southern Colorado, and he has been awarded 
the Grand Knight of the Cross by the Republic of Italy.

Hafez Al-Mirazi
EGypt
Hafez Al-Mirazi is currently vice chairman 
for the Egyptian private media company, 
SIGMA. He is well-known for formerly 
hosting the Al Jazeera talk show “From 
Washington.” Al-Mirazi was a representa-

tive of the Arab and Muslim media in the United States from 
2000-2006 as Washington bureau chief for Al-Jazeera. Prior to 
that, he was the U.S. correspondent for the BBC Arabic/World 
Service. Before the launching of Al Jazeera in 1996, Al-Mirazi 
hosted one of the first Arabic independent talk shows entitled 
“Face To Face,” on the Washington-based Arab Network of 
America (ANA). He also held positions as writer, editor, and 
broadcaster for Voice of America in Washington. Al-Mirazai 
started his career as a radio journalist and broadcaster with 
Voice of the Arabs, Cairo Radio of Egypt, in 1980. He holds an 
M.A. in world politics from the Catholic University of America 
and a B.A. in political science from Cairo University.

Fahd Al-Mulla
kUWaIt
Fahd Al-Mulla is Vice President of research 
at the Kuwait University Health Sciences 
Center, where he heads a Molecular Pathol-
ogy Unit aiming to deliver state-of-the-art 
diagnostic, targeted or tailored therapy 

and research facilities. Currently, as assistant vice president for 
research, he heads the Office of External Research Collabora-
tion in Kuwait University with a mandate to build collabora-
tive partnerships, invest institutional outputs, generate capital 
and resources, and promote public awareness as regards the 
importance of scientific research outputs in resolving society’s 
problems, and in expediting the development process. Al-Mulla 
received his M.D. and Ph.D. from Glasgow University.

Naif Al-Mutawa
kUWaIt
Naif Al-Mutawa is founder and CEO of 
Teshkeel Media Group, and creator of the 
first group of superheroes born of an Islamic 
archetype, The 99. He has had extensive 
clinical experience working with former 

prisoners of war in Kuwait as well as at the Survivors of Political 
Torture unit of Bellevue Hospital in New York. His contact with 
torture victims due to their religious and political beliefs led to 
his writing a timeless children’s tale that won a UNESCO prize 
for literature in the service of tolerance. He received his B.A. in 
Clinical Psychology, English Literature and History from Tufts 
University. He received his M.B.A. and M.Sc. in organizational 

psychology from Columbia University, and his Ph.D. in clinical 
psychology from Long Island University. 

Ibrahim Saleh Al-Naimi
Qatar
Ibrahim Saleh Al-Naimi is the chairman of 
the Outstanding Schools Oversight Com-
mittee, and has vast experience in education-
al leadership in Qatar. He is a past president 
of Qatar University, was the founding presi-

dent of CHN University in Qatar, and served as an indepen-
dent school operator. Al-Naimi currently serves on the faculty 
of Qatar University in the Department of Chemistry and Earth 
Science. He is the also the president of the Doha International 
Center for Interfaith Dialogue. Al-Naimi received his Ph.D. in 
chemistry from the University of Southern California. 

Mohammed Abdullah Mutib  
Al-Rumaihi
Qatar
Mohammed Abdullah Mutib Al-Rumaihi 
is assistant foreign minister for follow-up 
affairs for the State of Qatar. In this ca-
pacity, Al-Rumaihi heads the Government 

Committee for Delineating Maritime Borders and is in charge 
of security affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He also 
heads the Government Committee for Coordinating Confer-
ences. Al-Rumaihi has had a long and distinguished career in 
the Qatari military which he entered after his secondary school 
education. He worked his way up the ranks, serving as a com-
mander of several artillery regiments, eventually becoming chief 
of the Qatari-French defense agreement technical committee, 
and taking charge of the international agreements portfolio at 
the Office of the Chief of Staff of the Qatari Armed Forces. He 
was transferred from the Qatari Armed Forces on the directive 
of HRH the Emir in 2001 to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and was eventually appointed ambassador to France and non-
resident ambassador to Belgium, the Swiss Federation, Luxem-
burg and the European Union. Al-Rumaihi is a graduate of 
Saint Cyr Military Academy French Artillery School. He was 
also a candidate officer at the French Military College from 
1976 to 1980.

Nashwa Al-Ruwaini
UnItEd araB EMIratES
Nashwa Al-Ruwaini is CEO and board 
member of Pyramedia Ltd., director of The 
Middle East International Film Festival—
Abu Dhabi, and the host of “Nashwa Talk 
Show” on Dubai Television. In addition, 

she is the director of her own charity, The Nashwa Foundation. 
Al-Ruwaini has over 20 years of experience in the media, and 
recently expanded her international company to become one of 
the most successful private media production companies in the 
Middle East region. She has served as the head of MBC Group 
for Egypt and North Africa, CEO of Middle East Productions, 
and editor-in-chief of the lifestyle magazine Nada. Al-Ruwaini 
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has received many accolades during her career, including a 
nomination for “Best Entertainer” at the Rose D’Or Awards in 
Switzerland in 2008, and was ranked among the Top 50 Most 
Powerful Businesswomen in the Middle East by Forbes maga-
zine in 2005 and 2008. 

Jamal S. Al-Suwaidi
UnItEd araB EMIratES
Jamal S. Al-Suwaidi is director general of 
the Emirates Center for Strategic Studies 
and Research (ECSSR), and Professor of 
Political Science at the UAE University in 
Al-Ain. He is a board member of the Emir-

ates Diplomatic Institute and head of the Distinguished Stu-
dent Scholarship Board, as well as the chairman of the board for 
the Emirates National Schools. Al-Suwaidi is also a member of 
the UAE National Media Council, and a member of the board 
of advisors at the School of Policy and International Affairs, 
University of Maine. He is a contributing author to a number 
of publications, such as Democracy, War and Peace in the Middle 
East and Oil and Water: Cooperative Security in the Gulf, and edi-
tor of The Yemeni War: Causes and Consequences and Iran and the 
Gulf: A Search for Stability. Al-Suwaidi received his Ph.D. from 
the University of Wisconsin in 1990.

Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr  
Al-Thani
Qatar
Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr Al-Thani is 
prime minister and foreign minister of 
the State of Qatar. Previously, he served 
as first deputy prime minister and minis-

ter of foreign affairs. From 1982-1989, Al-Thani was the di-
rector of the Office of the Minister of Municipal Affairs and  
Agriculture. In July 1989, Al-Thani was appointed minister 
of municipal affairs and agriculture and in May 1990, served 
as deputy minister of electricity and water for two years. He 
has also served as chairman of the Qatar Electricity and Water 
Company, president of the Central Municipal Council, Di-
rector of the Special Emiri Projects Office, member of Qatar 
Petroleum Board of Directors, and member of the Supreme 
Council for Planning. Additionally, Al-Thani has held several 
other key positions including member of the Supreme De-
fense Council, head of Qatar’s Permanent Committee for the 
Support of Al-Quds, member of the Permanent Constitution 
Committee, member of the Ruling Family Council, and mem-
ber of the Supreme Council for the Investment of the Reserves 
of the State.

Aysha Alkusayer
SaUdI araBIa
Aysha Alkusayer is assistant executive man-
ager of the Department of Strategic Studies 
within the Alwaleed Bin Talal Foundation, 
focusing on interfaith and intercultural ini-
tiatives. She completed her M.A. in screen-
writing in Portland, Oregon. 

Abdalla A. Alnajjar
UnItEd araB EMIratES
Abdalla A. Alnajjar is president of the 
Arab Science and Technology Foundation 
(ASTF), and serves as a member of the Con-
sultative Council of Sharjah. His work seeks 
to utilize science and technology in bringing 

socioeconomic development to the Arab world. In this regard, 
Alnajjar has organized and chaired more than 100 regional and 
international scientific events, and has developed and led sev-
eral field initiatives focusing on the engagement of the Iraqi 
scientific community, empowerment of women, and commer-
cialization of R&D output. He is active in the development of 
critical reports on science and technology in the region, such 
as Building a Knowledge Society (Brookings Institution Press, 
2008), Arab Human Development Report (UNDP, 2003) and 
S&T Priorities of Iraqi Scientific Community (ASTF, 2004). Al-
najjar holds a Ph.D. in physics from the University of Durham, 
United Kingdom.

Shahed Amanullah
UnItEd StatES
Shahed Amanullah is an award-winning 
journalist and editor-in-chief of altmuslim.
com, an online newsmagazine covering is-
sues related to Islam in the West. Named 
by Islamica magazine as one of “Ten Young 

Muslim Visionaries,” he writes and speaks regularly about the 
challenges and opportunities facing Islam in the West and regu-
larly advises the State Department and Department of Home-
land Security on issues related to Islam and Muslims. His work 
and writings have been featured in Newsweek, San Jose Mercury 
News, New York Times, Washington Post, BBC News, National 
Public Radio, BeliefNet, Los Angeles Times, Christian Science 
Monitor, San Francisco Chronicle, and the Voice of America. 

Schirin Amir-Moazami
GErMany
Schirin Amir-Moazami is a researcher in the 
Department of Comparative Cultural and 
Social Anthropology at the Viadrina Euro-
pean University in Frankfurt (Oder), where 
she is working on a project on the social and 

political governance of Muslims in Europe. Her research inter-
ests include Muslims in Europe, political theory and gender. 
She is trained in political science and sociology, and has studied 
in Frankfurt/Main, Berlin, Marseille and Paris. Amir-Moazami 
holds a Ph.D. in social and political sciences from the European 
University Institute in Florence, Italy. 

Hady Amr
UnItEd StatES
Hady Amr is a fellow at the Saban Center 
at Brookings and founding director of the 
Brookings Doha Center. Throughout his 
two decade career, he has been based in a 
half-dozen Muslim-majority countries and 
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territories from Sub-Saharan Africa, to the Balkans, to the Mid-
dle East and traveled to 20 Muslim-majority countries. Amr has 
engaged with governments and NGOs both on action programs 
and research turning around human development—economic, 
social and political. He was the lead author of major reports 
on subsets of the Muslim world, including the groundbreaking 
“The State of the Arab Child,” and “The Regional Statistical 
Report on the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2,” as well as 
“The Situation of Children Youth and Women in Jordan,” for 
UNICEF. Amr was an appointee at the Near East South Asia 
Center for Strategic Studies at National Defense University and 
a senior advisor to the World Economic Forum. He was born 
in Beirut, Lebanon and raised in Greece, Saudi Arabia, and 
the United States and earned his M.A. in economics from the 
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at 
Princeton University.

Javed Anand
IndIa 
Javed Anand is publisher and founding 
co-editor of Communalism Combat (CC), 
a monthly journal published from Mum-
bai since 1993. He is also founding trustee 
of the Citizens for Justice and Peace (CJP) 

and general secretary, Muslims for Secular Democracy (MSD). 
CJP was formed in response to the communal violence in 
Gujarat, and seeks to undertake sustained legal aid work for 
punishment of the perpetrators of violence and justice to its 
victims. MSD was formed both to fight for justice for Indian 
Muslims and at the same time challenge religious intolerance, 
gender injustice, extremism and terrorism in the name of Is-
lam. Following the demolition of the Babri Mosque and the 
anti-Muslim pogrom in Mumbai, Anand resigned from his 
job as deputy editor of the Sunday Observer, to start a journal 
which focused on the growing religion-based hate politics in 
India.

Maxmillian Angerholzer III
UnItEd StatES
Maxmillian Angerholzer is executive direc-
tor and secretary of the Richard Lounsbery 
Foundation, a philanthropic institution 
in Washington, D.C. that awards grants 
aimed at enhancing national strengths in 

the fields of science policy and education. Formerly, he was 
a senior associate and special assistant to the president of the 
Center for the Study of the Presidency and Congress (CSPC). 
Angerholzer remains a senior adviser to CSPC on strategic 
planning and international initiatives. He also previously 
served as special assistant to the vice chairman of the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in Washington, 
D.C. and as a consultant to the CSIS Abshire-Inamori Lead-
ership Academy (AILA). Angerholzer received his B.A in po-
litical science from The University of the South in Sewanee, 
Tennessee, and is pursuing a M.A. in international science and 
technology policy from The George Washington University’s 
Elliott School of International Affairs.

Derrick Ashong
UnItEd StatES
Derrick Ashong is founder of the youth cul-
tural movement, “Take Back the Mic,” and 
is the leader of the critically-acclaimed Afro-
politan fusion band Soulfège. His music has 
been nominated for numerous awards, in-

cluding Best Hip Hop Song at the Billboard World Song Writ-
ing Competition. In addition, Ashong has lectured on issues of 
popular culture at over 100 institutions in the United States, Af-
rica, Europe, the Caribbean and Asia, as well as for the United 
Nations and Deepak Chopra’s Alliance for a New Humanity. 
His recent YouTube comments on the Obama campaign have 
drawn over a million views. Ashong’s artistry and activism have 
been covered in outlets including the New York Times, Boston 
Herald, BBC Worldservice, NPR, PRI, MTV Africa, ABC Chron-
icle, CNN.com, VanityFair.com and the Economist. 

Abdel Bari Atwan
UnItEd kInGdOM
Abdel Bari Atwan has been editor-in-chief 
of Al-Quds Al-Arabi, one of the world’s 
leading daily Arabic newspapers, since its 
foundation in 1989. Born in a Palestinian 
refugee camp during the early years of Is-

raeli occupation, his childhood years were spent in Palestine 
followed by university study in Egypt. As a journalist, writer 
and commentator, Atwan is one of the world’s leading experts 
on Middle Eastern current affairs. He is a media consultant on 
Middle Eastern affairs to all major networks, as well as regu-
larly contributing to leading British newspapers and current af-
fairs magazines. Atwan is the author of The Secret History of Al 
Qaeda, A Country of Words, and numerous published studies on 
Middle East affairs. He received his Masters from the School of 
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in London.

Kamel Ayadi
tUnISIa
Kamel Ayadi is a member of the Tunisian 
Senate, and founding chairman of the 
World Federation of Engineering Organi-
zations (WFEO) Standing Committee on 
Anti-Corruption. Previously, he served as 

secretary of state in the Tunisian government, president of the 
Tunisian National Authority of Regulation of Telecommunica-
tions, vice president and president of WFEO’s Committee on 
Information and Communication, and was also a member of 
the American Society of Civil Engineers and active in the Com-
mittee on Global Principal for Professional Conducts. An expert 
in information and communication technologies (ICT) and its 
regulatory issues, Ayadi is a member of such organizations as 
the Strategy Council of the United Nations Global Alliance for 
ICT Development; UN Task Force for Science and Innovation; 
World Innovation Forum; Pan American Academy of Engineer-
ing; WSIS Civil Society Bureau (science and technology); and 
Brookings Science and Technology Panel for the Arab Report 
on Science and Technology. He is co-chair of the UNESCO 
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Task Force in charge of publication of the Engineering Report, 
and has written more than 50 papers on topics including infor-
mation and communication technology, science and technol-
ogy, education, and capacity building.
 

Brian Baird
UnItEd StatES 
Brian Baird has represented Washington 
State’s Third Congressional District since 
1998. As chairman of the Energy and En-
vironment Subcommittee of the Science 
and Technology Committee, Baird plays 

a leading role in crafting the policies that will help lead the 
United States and the world address the 21st-century problems 
of energy and global warming. He is also a leading advocate 
for science diplomacy, especially as it relates to issues facing the 
Middle East. Baird serves on the Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee, and serves as co-founder and co-chair of the 
Congressional Career and Technical Education Caucus, the 
National Parks Caucus, and the Caucus to Control and Fight 
Metham¬phetamine. Prior to his elec¬tion, Baird worked in 
state and Veterans Administration psy¬chiatric hospitals, com-
munity mental health clinics, substance abuse treatment pro-
grams, institutions for juvenile offenders and head injury reha-
bilitation programs. He received his B.S. in psychol¬ogy from 
the University of Utah; his M.S. from the University of Wyo-
ming; and his Ph.D. in clinical psychol¬ogy from the University 
of Wyoming. From 1986-1998, Baird served as chairman of the 
Psychology department at Pacific Lutheran University. He and 
his wife Rachel live in Vancouver, Washington with their two 
sons, Walter and William.

Anies Baswedan 
IndOnESIa
Anies Baswedan is president of Paramadina 
University in Jakarta. Prior to serving as 
president, he served as national advisor on 
decentralization and regional autonomy 
with the Partnership for Governance Re-

form. Baswedan is the author of numerous publications, articles 
and op-eds in leading newspapers and magazines in Indonesia. 
He was actively involved in the student movements in Indone-
sia during Suharto’s authoritarian regime, and is often referred 
to as one of Indonesia’s youngest university presidents. In May 
of 2008 Foreign Policy magazine named Baswedan one of the 
“100 Most Influential Public Intellectuals.” He holds a Ph.D. 
from the Northern Illinois University, an M.A. from the Uni-
versity of Maryland, and a B.A. from Gadjah Mada University 
in Indonesia.

Hamid Basyaib
IndOnESIa
Hamid Basyaib is an accomplished senior 
journalist and editor who serves as executive 
director of Strategic Political Intelligence 
(SPIN), and director of programs with 
the Freedom Institute. He was formerly a  

managing editor for the Indonesian daily Republika, as well as 
the now-defunct Ummat Magazine. Basyaib is also a popular 
host and moderator of various national and international semi-
nars, and has authored and edited over thirty books, including 
In Defense of Freedom and Stealing Money from the People. He 
received a B.A. from the Indonesian Islamic University.

Nurcan Baysal
tUrkEy
Nurcan Baysal is president of the Develop-
ment Centre Association in Diyarbakir. She 
is also an advisor of the Global Fund for 
Women in the Middle East, a member of 
the Advisory Committee of Open Society 

Foundation in Turkey, and is one of the founders of the Women 
Labour and Employment Initiative in Turkey. Previously, she 
served as coordinator of the GIDEM Project, a development 
program of the UNDP in southeast Anatolia, and was an as-
sistant at Bilkent University’s Department of International Re-
lations. Baysal writes in several national and regional newspa-
pers in Turkey about the socio-economic aspects of the Kurdish 
question.

Mithat Bereket
tUrkEy
Mithat Bereket is a senior correspondent, 
presenter, and editor for CNN Türk TV in 
Ankara. He is currently producing and pre-
senting his well-known documentary-style 
news program, “Pusula” (Compass), and is 

the host of “Manset,” a daily headline news program. Over a 
career spanning 17 years, he has traveled extensively around the 
world and covered such notable events as the first Gulf War, 
the Palestinian intifada, the NATO Operation in Kosovo, 
and the 9/11 attacks. In addition, he has interviewed several 
of the world’s most influential figures, including Nelson Man-
dela, Benazir Butto, Muammer El Kaddafi, Yasser Arafat, Yit-
zak Rabin, Shimon Peres, Benjamin Netanyahu, Frederick De 
Klerk, and Mikhail Kalashnikov. He received his B.A. in inter-
national relations from the University of Ankara, and an M.A. 
and Ph.D. in international relations from Lancaster University.

Iman Bibars
EGypt
Iman Bibars is vice president of Ashoka: 
Innovators for the Public, a global orga-
nization that accelerates social change by 
identifying and investing in leading social 
entrepreneurs. Since 2003, she has served as 

regional director for the Arab world, establishing the Arab office 
and selecting more than 40 Ashoka fellows to date. Additional-
ly, she is co-founder and chairwoman of the Association for the 
Development and Enhancement of Women, a CSO providing 
credit and legal aid for poor women who head their households. 
As a regional development expert, Bibars has more than twenty 
years of experience in strategic planning, policy formulation, 
and community development and project design—with a  
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special emphasis on women and gender issues. She holds a 
Ph.D. in development studies with a focus on social policy 
and reform from the Institute of Development Studies, Sussex 
University.

Ed Bice
UnItEd StatES
Ed Bice is the founding CEO of Meedan. 
He was the co-founding executive director 
of the People’s Opinion Project (POP). In 
this capacity, he was published in several 
national news publications including the 

New York Times, New Republic, and Mother Jones, and was inter-
viewed on national and international radio news programs like 
NPR, BBC, and CBS. He has been an invited speaker at Stan-
ford’s 2005 Online Deliberation conference, the 2006 World 
Economic Forum on the Middle East in Sharm El Sheikh, 
Egypt, and at the Association for Machine Translation in the 
Americas (AMTA) 2006 conference. He has co-authored, with 
John Shore, a patent-pending approach to hybrid distributed 
natural language translation (HDNLT). Bice received his B.A. 
in philosophy from Carleton College.

Jeffrey Brown
UnItEd StatES
Jeffrey Brown is a senior correspondent for 
the NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, a nightly 
national news program for public television 
in the United States. In studio interviews 
and reports from the field, he covers a wide 

range of domestic and international stories, and as arts corre-
spondent has profiled and interviewed numerous leading writ-
ers and artists. Brown has been with the NewsHour since 1988 
and garnered many honors, including an Emmy Award.

Cathleen A. Campbell
UnItEd StatES
Cathleen A. Campbell is president and 
CEO of the U.S. Civilian Research and 
Development Foundation (CRDF). As for-
mer senior vice president, she oversaw the 
expansion of CRDF programs to the Baltic 

countries and to the Middle East/North Africa; while managing 
$20 million in annual program activity in Eurasia. Previously, 
she served as director of the Department of Commerce’s Office 
of International Technology Policy and Programs, where she 
led technology policy initiatives with Egypt, China, the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) and the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), and 
served as executive director of the U.S.-Israel Science and Tech-
nology Commission. From 1995-1997, Campbell specialized in 
international science and technology cooperation with Russia, 
Ukraine, China, and Latin America while working as a senior 
policy analyst at the White House Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy. Campbell received her M.A. in Russian and East 
European studies from The George Washington University, and 
a B.S. in Russian from Georgetown University.

John Bryson Chane 
UnItEd StatES
John Bryson Chane is the eighth Episcopal 
bishop of Washington. Recently named as 
one of the 150 most influential leaders in 
the District of Columbia by the Washingto-
nian magazine, he is the author of numer-

ous published articles on the Church and secular society, global 
terrorism and human sexuality. He has spoken on issues related 
to religion, politics, terrorism, human rights, and interfaith dia-
logue at such venues as the Club de Madrid, the Council on 
Foreign Relations, National Defense University, the Pentagon, 
the U.S. State Department, and many acclaimed television and 
radio shows. An active member of many boards and advisory 
committees, he serves as co-chair of the Bishops Working for a 
Just Society Coalition and on the Episcopal Church’s Commit-
tee on National Affairs. He was recently appointed to serve on 
a Global Anglican Task Force investigating human rights viola-
tions in the Kingdom of Swaziland, Africa and his diocese has 
established a partnership with the Anglican Church of the Prov-
ince of Southern Africa. Chane received a B.A. from Boston 
University and an M.Div. from Yale Divinity School.

Daniel W. Christman
UnItEd StatES
Daniel W. Christman is senior vice president 
for International Affairs at the United States 
Chamber of Commerce. He is responsible 
for providing strategic leadership on inter-
national issues affecting the business com-

munity. Christman is a career military officer who retired from 
active duty in 2001, and served for five years as the superinten-
dent of the United States Military Academy at West Point, as 
well as two years as assistant to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, during which time he traveled with and advised Secre-
tary of State Warren Christopher. He has represented the United 
States as a member of NATO’s Military Committee in Brussels, 
Belgium, and has served as a military analyst for CNN Interna-
tional during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Christman is a graduate 
of West Point, and received M.P.A. and M.S.E. degrees in public 
affairs and civil engineering from Princeton University, and his 
J.D. from The George Washington University Law School. 

Joseph Cumming
UnItEd StatES
Joseph Cumming is director of the Recon-
ciliation Program at the Yale Center for Faith 
and Culture, which seeks to promote recon-
ciliation between Muslims and Christians, 
and between Muslim nations and the West, 

drawing on the resources of the Abrahamic faith traditions. In 
that capacity, he was responsible for organizing the Common 
Word conference at Yale University in July 2008. Before coming 
to Yale, Cumming worked for 15 years as director of a humani-
tarian program in the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, provid-
ing food and health education to 30,000 malnourished children 
and their families. He speaks fluent Arabic and has lectured at 
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leading Islamic and Christian institutions around the world, 
such as Al-Azhar University in Egypt. He is also an ordained 
Christian minister (Assemblies of God). Cumming holds a B.A. 
from Princeton University, an M.Div. from Fuller Seminary, an 
M.A. and M.Phil. from Yale, and is currently completing his 
Ph.D. from Yale in Islamic studies and Christian theology.

Suheil S. Dawani
paLEStInE
Suheil S. Dawani is the 14th Anglican 
Bishop of Jerusalem and the Bishop of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, where 
he oversees 27 parishes and 30 priests. He 
chairs over 30 educational and health care 

institutions of the Diocese in Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Syria, 
and Lebanon, and represents the Anglican Church in regional, 
ecumenical, interfaith networks. Dawani obtained an Associate 
Degree in Arts in 1973 from Bir Zeit University and graduated 
from the Near East School of Theology in Beirut in 1975 with a 
degree in theology. He received his M.Div. in theological studies 
from Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria, Virginia in 
1987, and in October, 2006, Dawani was awarded the degree of 
Doctor in Divinity from Virginia Theological Seminary.

Ghimar Deeb
SyrIa 
Ghimar Deeb is an international lawyer and 
the Democratic Governance and Crisis Pre-
vention team leader at the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) in Syria. 
Before joining UNDP, he earned his L.L.M 

in international and comparative law with a focus on constitu-
tional law. Deeb has served the UNHCR as a protection officer 
responsible for adjudicating refugee cases from several Arab states, 
including Iraq, Somalia and Sudan. From 1996 to 1999, he served 
as a public prosecutor assistant dealing with criminology matters 
including witnessed crimes and autopsy cases at the Syrian Min-
istry of Justice. He is a member of the Syrian and American Bar 
Associations. Deeb received an L.L.B from Damascus University, 
and an L.L.M from both the Berkeley and Iowa Law Schools. 

Sadia Dehlvi
IndIa
Sadia Dehlvi is a Delhi-based activist, writer 
and a columnist with the daily newspa-
per, the Hindustan Times. She has been 
the editor of Bano, an Indian journal in 
Urdu largely read by Muslim women. For 

over three decades her writing has focused on heritage, cul-
ture, women and minorities. She has produced and scripted 
a large number of documentaries on these subjects. More 
recently, Dehlvi has been engaged with issues regarding  
Muslim communities across the world. She is the author of the 
forthcoming book Sufism: The Heart of Islam, (Harper Collins, 
India). She is involved with both governmental and non-gov-
ernmental organizations in helping the social, economic and 
cultural development of the weaker sections of Indian society.

Raghida Dergham
UnItEd kInGdOM
Raghida Dergham is a columnist and se-
nior diplomatic correspondent for London’s 
leading independent Arabic daily, Al Hayat, 
where she writes a regular weekly strategic 
column on international political affairs. She 

is also a political analyst for NBC, MSNBC and the Arab satel-
lite LBC, and contributing editor for the Los Angeles Times syndi-
cate, Global Viewpoint. Dergham has also contributed to numer-
ous news publications, including the New York Times, the Wash-
ington Post, the International Herald Tribune and Newsweek. She 
has conducted exclusive interviews with foreign ministers, U.S. 
presidents, and countless other world leaders. Dergham served as 
chairman of the Dag Hammarskjöld Fund Board in 2005, and is 
in SUNY’s Hall of Fame as a distinguished alumna.

Vishakha N. Desai
UnItEd StatES
Vishakha N. Desai is president and CEO 
of the Asia Society, a global educational or-
ganization dedicated to strengthening part-
nerships among the peoples, leaders and 
institutions of Asia and the United States. 

Prior to her current position, she served as senior vice president 
and director of the Museum at the Asia Society and a cura-
tor and head of public programs at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston. She has taught at Columbia University, University of 
Massachusetts, Boston University, and Williams College, and 
serves on the board of the Brookings Institution. Desai received 
her B.A in political science from Bombay University and Ph.D. 
in Asian art history from the University of Michigan.

Jackson Diehl 
UnItEd StatES
Jackson Diehl is deputy editorial page editor 
of the Washington Post. He has worked at the 
Post as a reporter and editor since 1978, in-
cluding more than a decade as a foreign cor-
respondent. He was the Post’s bureau chief 
in Jerusalem from 1989 until 1992, and was 

bureau chief in Warsaw, Poland from 1985 to 1989. He also 
served in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 1982 to 1985. He was 
appointed foreign editor in October of 1992, and was assistant 
managing editor/foreign from 1994 to 1999. From March 1999 
to December 2000, Deil was assistant managing editor/nation-
al. He has also worked as a political reporter on the Metropoli-
tan staff of the Post, and as a diplomatic correspondent. Diehl 
received a degree in English from Yale University.

William J. Dobson
UnItEd StatES
William J. Dobson is a visiting scholar at 
the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, where he is currently writing a book on 
the conduct of authoritarian regimes around 
the world. Previously, he was managing  
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editor of Foreign Policy magazine. During his four-year tenure, 
Foreign Policy (FP) was the only publication of its size to be 
nominated for four consecutive years by the National Magazine 
Award. Prior to joining FP, Dobson served as Newsweek Interna-
tional’s senior editor for Asia. During this time, Newsweek Inter-
national’s Asia coverage received six honors from the Society of 
Publishers of Asia—a record for any publication. Prior to that 
position, Dobson served as an associate editor at Foreign Affairs. 
His articles and essays have appeared in the New York Times, 
Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, Boston Globe, Foreign Pol-
icy, New Republic, Newsweek International, and elsewhere. He 
is a regular source of commentary and analysis for a variety of 
news outlets, including CNN, CBS, MSNBC, and NPR. In 
2006, Dobson was named a Young Global Leader by the World 
Economic Forum. In 2003, he served as the U.S. Rapporteur 
to the World Economic Forum’s East Asian Economic Sum-
mit in Singapore and was awarded a Knight Fellowship by the 
Salzburg Seminar.

Hasan Salah Dweik
paLEStInE
Hasan Salah Dweik is executive vice presi-
dent of Al-Quds University in East Jerusa-
lem. He has served the university in various 
capacities, including as former chairman of 
the Department of Chemical Technology, 

head of the Department of Chemistry and Chemical Technol-
ogy, head of the Food Technology Department, dean of Fac-
ulty Science and Technology, and acting president of Al-Quds 
University. Dweik was also a visiting professor at the Univer-
sity of Akron, Ohio, at the Institute of Polymer Science. He 
has many publications in polymer science and technology, and 
in water pollution and water chemistry, solid waste manage-
ment and the environment. Dweik is a member of several local 
NGO’s, and international associations and societies, and has 
participated in many local, regional and international confer-
ences. He was the creator and director of the first interactive 
science center in Palestine and the first interactive mathemat-
ics museum in Palestine. Dweik received his Ph.D. in polymer 
science and technology at the University of Aston in Birming-
ham, U.K. in 1983. 

Bahtiar Effendy
IndOnESIa
Bahtiar Effendy is a professor of political 
science at the State Islamic University in 
Jakarta. He was a student of the Islamic 
boarding school Pesantren Pabelan, where 
he received an American Field Service 

(AFS) scholarship and attended Columbia Falls High School, 
Montana. His books include Islam and the State in Indonesia, 
published by the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singa-
pore, and Islam in Contemporary Indonesian Politics, published 
by UshulPress, Jakarta. He received his BA and Doctorate de-
gree from the State Institute of Islamic Studies (IAIN), Jakar-
ta. Effendy received his Ph.D. from the Ohio State University 
in 1994. 

Aminetou Mint El Mokhtar
MaUrItanIa
Aminetou Mint El Mokhtar is the Founder 
and President of the Association des Femmes 
Chefs de Famille (AFCF). An advocate of hu-
man rights, in particular women’s rights, she 
has campaigned for justice and equality for all. 

Keith Ellison
UnItEd StatES
Keith Ellison has represented the Fifth Con-
gressional District of Minnesota in the U.S. 
House of Representatives since taking office 
on January 4, 2007. The Fifth District in-
cludes the City of Minneapolis and the sur-

rounding suburbs. Representative Ellison is a member of the 
Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party (DFL). He previ-
ously served two terms representing Legislative District 58B in 
the Minnesota State House of Representatives, from 2003 to 
2007. While in the State Legislature, he served on the Public 
Safety, Policy and Finance Committee, and the Election and 
Civil Law Committee. Ellison made history as the first Muslim 
to serve in the United States Congress. His philosophy is one of 
“generosity and inclusiveness.” His priorities in Congress are: pro-
moting peace, prosperity for working families, and promoting 
civil and human rights. Ellison serves on the Financial Services 
and Judiciary Committees. He received his J.D. from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Law School in 1990.

Hoda Elsadda
EGypt 
Hoda Elsadda is chair in the study of the 
contemporary Arab world at Manchester 
University. She has published widely on 
gender discourses in modern Arab history. 
In 1992, she co-founded and co-edited 

Hagar, an interdisciplinary journal in women’s studies pub-
lished in Arabic. She is also co-founder and chairperson of the 
board of trustees of the Women and Memory Forum. Elsadda 
is a member of the editorial board of the International Journal of 
Middle Eastern Studies (IJMES) since 2005; an  associate editor 
of the online edition of the Encyclopedia of Women in Muslim 
Cultures (EWIC) published by Brill since 2006; a member of 
the advisory committee, The Anna Lindh Euro- Mediterranean 
Foundation for the Dialogue between Cultures (2004-2008); 
member of the National Council for Human Rights in Egypt 
(2004-2005); and member of the Core Team, The Arab Human 
Development Report, UNDP in 2003.

Betsy Fader
UnItEd StatES
Betsy Fader is chief program officer of 
the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, 
where she oversees strategic planning, 
communications, evaluation, and assists 
with overall foundation management. 
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She directs the Foundation’s grants program on Child Abuse  
Prevention and as well as the Building Bridges Program of the 
Doris Duke Foundation for Islamic Art, which seeks to pro-
mote the use of arts, media and cross-cultural education and 
exchanges to improve understanding between the United States 
and Muslim societies. From 1989 to 1995, Fader was execu-
tive director of Student Pugwash USA—the “junior” arm of the 
Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs (which in 
1995 won the Nobel Prize for Peace). She serves on the board of 
directors of several nonprofit organizations, including the Echo-
ing Green Foundation and Computers for Youth and Women’s 
Law Initiative. Fader holds a Master’s degree in education and 
social policy from Harvard University and a BA in political sci-
ence from Vanderbilt University. 

Mohamed Nabil Fahmy
EGypt 
Mohamed Nabil Fahmy is ambassador-at-
large for the Arab Republic of Egypt. He 
previously served as ambassador of Egypt 
to the United States and Japan, as well as 
political advisor to the foreign minister. 

Fahmy has held numerous posts in the Egyptian government 
related to UN affairs, disarmament and the Middle East peace 
process. He headed the Egyptian delegation to the Middle East 
Peace Process Steering Committee and the Egyptian delegation 
to the Multilateral Working Group on Regional Security and 
Arms Control emanating from the Madrid Peace Conference. 
He was elected vice chairman of the First Committee on Disar-
mament and International Security Affairs of the 44th Session 
of the UN General Assembly, and was a member and chairman 
of the UN Secretary General’s Advisory Board of Disarmament 
Matters. Fahmy remains a member of the international advisory 
board of the Monterey Institute for Nonproliferation Studies in 
California.

David M. Fairman
UnItEd StatES
David Fairman is co-director of the U.S.-
Muslim Engagement Project and managing 
director at the Consensus Building Insti-
tute. He served as principal author of the 
U.S.-Muslim Engagement Project Report, 

Changing Course: A New Direction for U.S. Relations with the 
Muslim World, which represents the consensus of 34 American 
leaders on a four-pillar strategy for improving U.S. relations with 
Muslim countries and people. For more than 20 years, Fairman 
has facilitated consensus building and mediated resolution of  
public conflicts internationally and in the United States. He 
works on national development plans with the United Nations 
Development Group, on complex projects with the World Bank 
Group, and on building public conflict resolution capacity with 
aid agencies, developing country governments and civil soci-
ety organizations. In the past two years Fairman has facilitated 
national development dialogues in Iran, Sudan, Lebanon, and 
Kosovo, among other countries. He is associate director of the 
MIT-Harvard Public Disputes Program, a founding board 

member of the Alliance for Peacebuilding, and a member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations. Fairman holds a Ph.D. in politi-
cal science from MIT, and a B.A. from Harvard College.

Yassine Fall
SEnEGaL
Yassine Fall is executive secretary of the As-
sociation of African Women for Research 
and Development. She has 25 years of work 
experience covering Africa, Latin America, 
Asia, the Arab world, Europe and the United 

States in championing women’s human rights and social justice. 
She previously was UNIFEM’s global economics advisor based 
in New York, and served for 2 years as UNIFEM regional direc-
tor for Francophone and Lusophone West and Central Africa. 
Prior to joining UNIFEM, Fall was a manager of AAWORD, 
and founding director of the international consultancy firm, 
African Women Economists Consult, based in Dakar. She has 
played an important role in setting up several networks and or-
ganizations like the Gender and Economic Reforms in Africa 
(GERA), the International Gender and Trade Network, the 
Open Society Initiative for West Africa of the Soros Founda-
tion, and the African Women Millennium Initiative on poverty 
and Human Rights (AWOMI). Fall is an economist educated in 
Senegal, France and the United States. 

Tariq Fatemi
pakIStan
Tariq Fatemi is a former Pakistani diplomat 
who had a 35-year distinguished career that 
included postings in important missions 
such as Moscow, New York and Beijing. He 
was also his country’s ambassador to Zim-

babwe, Jordan, the United States and the European Union. He 
also served in the Prime Minister’s Office, where he was respon-
sible for defense, defense production and foreign affairs. Since 
his retirement from diplomatic service, Fatemi has been teach-
ing at the Pakistan Foreign Service Academy and delivers lec-
tures at other premier institutions, such as the National Defense 
University and the Administrative Staff College. He also writes 
for the newspaper, Dawn, and is a frequent guest on national 
and international television networks.

Elizabeth Ferris
UnItEd StatES
Elizabeth Ferris is a senior fellow in For-
eign Policy and co-director of the Brook-
ings Institution–University of Bern Project 
on Internal Displacement in Washington, 
D.C., where her work encompasses a wide 

range of issues related to forced migration, human rights, hu-
manitarian action, the role of civil society in protecting dis-
placed populations and the security implications of displace-
ment. Prior to joining Brookings in November 2006, Ferris 
spent 20 years working in the field of humanitarian assistance, 
most recently in Geneva, Switzerland at the World Council of 
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Churches, where she was responsible for the council’s work in 
humanitarian response and long-term development. She has 
also served as the director of the Church World Service’s Immi-
gration and Refugee Program, the research director for the Life 
& Peace Institute, and a Fulbright professor at the Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México. Her teaching experience has 
included positions at Lafayette College, Miami University, and 
Pembroke State University. She has written articles for Refugee 
Survey Quarterly, the Middle East Institute’s Viewpoints series, 
Forced Migration Review, New Routes, Signs: Journal of Women in 
Culture and Society, the Washington Post, the Washington Times, 
and the International Review of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies. Ferris received her B.A. from Duke University, and her 
M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of Florida.

Thomas Fingar
UnItEd StatES
Thomas Fingar is Payne Distinguished Lec-
turer in the Freeman Spogli Institute for 
International Studies at Stanford University. 
From May 2005 through December 2008, 
he served as the first deputy director of na-

tional intelligence for analysis and, concurrently, as chairman of 
the National Intelligence Council. Fingar previously served as 
assistant secretary of the State Department’s Bureau of Intelli-
gence and Research, principal deputy assistant secretary, deputy 
assistant secretary for analysis, director of the Office of Analysis 
for East Asia and the Pacific, and chief of the China Division. 
Between 1975 and 1986, he held a number of positions at Stan-
ford University including senior research associate in the Center 
for International Security and Arms Control. Fingar received a 
B.A. in government and history from Cornell University, and an 
M.A. and Ph.D. in political science from Stanford University.
 

David I. Fisher
UnItEd StatES
David I. Fisher is chairman of the board 
of Capital Group International, Inc., and 
Capital Guardian Trust Company, as well 
as an officer and director of numerous affili-
ated companies. He joined Capital Group 

International as a financial analyst in 1969, and was director of 
research for ten years. He is a portfolio manager for U.S., non-
U.S., global, and emerging markets assets. Previously, Fisher was 
an officer of Smith Barney and Co. and a marketing executive 
with General Electric Company. He is a member of the Los An-
geles Society of Financial Analysts, as well as the International 
Society of Security Analysts. In addition to serving as a trustee 
emeritus of the J. Paul Getty Trust, Fisher serves on the board 
of trustees for Alternative Living for the Aging, Lowe Institute, 
Harvard-Westlake School, and the UCLA School of Public Af-
fairs. He also serves as an advisory board member of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund Retirement Plan and the Monetary 
Authority of Singapore. Fisher received his MBA from the  
University of Missouri Graduate school of Business Admin-
istration, and is a graduate of the University of California at 
Berkeley.

Jerry Fowler
UnItEd StatES
Jerry Fowler directs the Save Darfur Coali-
tion, an alliance of 180 organizations lead-
ing the global movement to end the Darfur 
genocide. The coalition directs communi-
cations with one million Darfur activists 

and more than one thousand community coalitions. Fowler is 
a recognized authority on responding to genocide and crimes 
against humanity. He was the founding director of the U.S. Ho-
locaust Memorial Museum’s Committee on Conscience, legisla-
tive counsel for the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights and 
special litigation counsel for the U.S. Department of Justice. He 
has taught law at The George Washington University, George 
Mason University, and American University. He served for four 
years as a United States Army officer. Fowler’s publications in-
clude “Out of that Darkness: Preventing Genocide in the 21st 
Century” in Century of Genocide: Eyewitness Accounts and Criti-
cal Views (Routledge, 2004). He also directed the short film 
A Good Man in Hell: General Romeo Dallaire and the Rwanda 
Genocide.

C. Welton Gaddy
UnItEd StatES
C. Welton Gaddy leads the national non-
partisan Interfaith Alliance, which celebrates 
religious freedom by championing individ-
ual rights, promoting policies that protect 
both religion and democracy, and uniting 

diverse voices to challenge extremism. He also serves as pastor 
for preaching and worship at Northminster (Baptist) Church in 
Monroe, Louisiana. In addition, Gaddy hosts State of Belief on 
Air America Radio, where he explores the role of religion in the 
life of the nation, while exposing and critiquing both the politi-
cal and religious manipulation of faith. He is a leading voice on 
religious liberty and interfaith dialogue around the world, and 
has been a member of the World Economic Forum’s Council 
of 100 which deals with dialogue between the West and the 
Muslim world. Gaddy received his undergraduate degree from 
Union University in Tennessee and his Ph.D. from the South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.

Fadi Ghandour
JOrdan
Fadi Ghandour is founder and CEO of 
Aramex International, a position he has 
held for the past 26 years. Aramex is one 
of the leading logistics and transportation 
companies in the Middle East and South 

Asia. He is also a founding partner of Maktoob.com, the 
world’s largest Arab online community, a member of the board 
of Abraaj Capital, and serves on the advisory board of the Suli-
man S. Olayan School of Business at the American University 
of Beirut. Between 2003 and 2005, Ghandour was the Middle 
East and North Africa chairman of the Young Presidents Orga-
nization (YPO). He is actively involved with community and 
NGO work, serving as vice chairman of the board of trustees 
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of the Jordan River Foundation, chairman of National Microfi-
nance Bank in Jordan, and founder of Ruwwad Development, a 
region-wide corporate social responsibility initiative. 

Ashraf Ghani
aFGHanIStan 
Ashraf Ghani is currently chairman of the 
Institute for State Effectiveness, established 
to develop innovative approaches to the issue 
of state functionality in the contemporary 
world. Previously, he served as an adviser to 

the UN secretary general, and worked for a decade at the World 
Bank. As Afghanistan’s finance minister, Ghani prepared Af-
ghanistan’s first National Development Framework and created 
Securing Afghanistan’s Future, a $28 billion national reconstruc-
tion program. As chancellor of Kabul University, he instituted a 
style of participatory governance to enlist the students in manag-
ing their university’s transformation. Ghani belongs to the advi-
sory boards including the Commission on the UN High-Level 
Panel on Legal Empowerment of the Poor, IDEA, the Brookings 
Institution’s Project on Global Insecurity, the Atlantic Council, 
and the World Justice Project of the American Bar Association. 
He is also a nonresident senior fellow at the Brookings Institu-
tion. He has taught at the Johns Hopkins University and Univer-
sity of California—Berkeley, and was educated at the American 
University of Beirut and Columbia University. 

Amr Gohar
EGypt
Amr Gohar is CEO and managing direc-
tor for NTCC, a prepaid telephony service 
provider; chairman of ECCO, specializ-
ing in offering contact center services; and 
chairman of CELLTEK, which specializes 

in ICT professional services. Previously, Gohar worked with 
Philips, Siemens and finally Lucent Technologies as regional 
director, marketing and sales in the Middle East. In addition, 
he is board member of the Egyptian Junior Business (EJB) As-
sociation and head of Entrepreneurship Committees. He also 
serves as interim president of the Middle East Council for Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship (MCSBE) affiliate of the Inter-
national Council for Small Business (ICSB), and is a member 
of the Egypt Industry Entrepreneurship Council, Ministry of 
Trade and Industry, leading a fully integrated Entrepreneurship 
Development program (EEDP). Gohar received a B.A in tele-
com engineering from Ain Shams University and an M.B.A. 
from the Netherland’s Mastricht School of Management.

Mohamed Hassan Gohar
EGypt 
Mohamed Hassan Gohar started his career 
as a cameraman for American television net-
works in the 1970s. In 1979, he established 
Video Cairo Sat, one of the first independent 
production companies in the Arab world. 

Since then, Gohar has played a key role in launching several 
satellite and independent television stations in the region, and 

partnered with numerous Arab and international broadcasters 
to bridge the gaps between the Middle East and the West. He 
is an advocate of utilizing media to support civil society and 
development initiatives and collaborated with a wide range of 
government agencies and international NGOs to achieve this 
goal. Among his recent productions are “The Bridge,” a reality 
TV show where American and Egyptian characters swap lives; 
“The Station,” a soap opera exploring taboo issues and exposing 
social ills in Egypt; and a documentary examining Amr Khaled 
and his battle against fundamentalism and authoritarian Arab 
regimes. 

Ilan Goldenberg
UnItEd StatES
Ilan Goldenberg is policy director at the 
National Security Network, a progressive 
national security think tank and advocacy 
organization. In that capacity, he works on 
Iraq, the Middle East and broad national se-

curity questions. He previously worked as head of research for 
the Foreign Policy Leadership Council. Prior to that, Golden-
berg worked for the U.S.-Middle East Project at the Council on 
Foreign Relations. He is a regular contributor to the foreign pol-
icy blog Democracy Arsenal, and has written numerous pieces 
for the American Prospect, New Republic and the Huffington Post 
and is a frequent commentator in the media. Goldberg holds an 
M.A. in international affairs from Columbia University, and a 
B.A. and B.S.E. from the University of Pennsylvania.

Stephen R. Grand
UnItEd StatES
Stephen R. Grand is fellow and director of 
the Saban Center at Brookings’ Project on 
U.S. Relations with the Islamic World. Be-
fore coming to Brookings, he was director 
of the Middle East Strategy Group at the 

Aspen Institute from 2004 to 2006. Prior to that, he served as 
adjunct professor at Syracuse University’s Maxwell School and 
was a scholar-in-residence at the American University. From 
2002 to 2003, Grand was an International Affairs Fellow at the 
Council of Foreign Relations. He has also served as the director 
of programs at the German Marshall Fund, and a professional 
staff member for the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
Grand received a B.A. from the University of Virginia and a 
Ph.D. from Harvard University.

Terry Greenblatt
UnItEd StatES
Terry Greenblatt is executive director and 
CEO of the Urgent Action Fund for Wom-
en’s Human Rights, an international fund 
that supports and advocates for women’s 
human rights defenders working to cre-

ate cultures of justice, equality and peace. She recently returned 
to the United States after living in Israel for over 30 years, 
where she served as director of Bat Shalom of the Jerusalem 
Link, a bi-national Palestinian/Israeli women’s peace and justice  
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organization. She consults and speaks nationally and internation-
ally on women’s roles in ongoing peace efforts and as agents of  
social and political change. In 2002 she was honored with a Ms. 
magazine “Woman of the Year” award and a Colombe D’oro Per 
La Pace award by the Italian Archivio Disarmo. She is also a recipi-
ent of the 2003 Washington, DC “Dialogue on Diversity” Liberty 
Award. This year she was honored with Seeking Common Ground’s 
“Circles of Change” award. Greenblatt is currently serving on the 
board of trustees of the Sarvoyada Gandhi Foundation in India.

Dina Guirguis
UnItEd StatES
Dina Guirguis is founder and executive direc-
tor of Voices for a Democratic Egypt (VDE), 
a new Washington-based organization dedi-
cated to promoting democracy, human rights, 
and the rule of law in Egypt. She is a licensed 

attorney who has been active in the struggle for democracy and 
human rights in Egypt, beginning with her work at the Ibn Khal-
dun Center for Development Studies (IKDS) in Cairo, where she 
remained until the center’s closure by the Egyptian government 
in 2000. While at IKDS, she focused on a number of research 
projects including the development of civil society in Egypt, mi-
nority rights, Islamist movements, and Arab-Israeli peace. In the 
United States, she practiced criminal and corporate law.

Wajahat Habibullah
IndIa
Wajahat Habibullah is chief information 
commissioner for the Republic of India. He 
spent much of his career as a member of the 
Indian Administrative Service in the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir. Habibullah is member 

of the advisory councils for the Brookings Doha Center and the 
USIP Education and Training Center in Washington, DC, and 
chairman of the board of governors of the National Institute of 
Technology, Srinagar. He is recipient of numerous awards, includ-
ing the Rajiv Gandhi Award for Excellence in Secularism; the Gold 
Medal for Distinguished Service by the Governor of Jammu and 
Kashmir; and the Lala Ram Mohan History Award from Delhi 
University. Habibullah also has several publications to his credit, 
the most recent being, My Kashmir: Conflict and the Prospects of 
Enduring Peace in May 2008. He has studied at the Doon School, 
in Dehra Dun, India. Habibullah holds a B.A. and M.A. from St 
Stephens’ College, University of Delhi, and a certificate in fron-
tiers in infrastructure finance from the World Bank Institute. 

Fadi Haddadin
JOrdan
Fadi Haddadin is an economic analyst for Al 
Rai newspaper in Jordan. Previously, he was 
an economic policy analyst for the Middle 
East and North Africa at the Cato Institute 
in Washington, D.C. and editor-in-chief of 

its Arabic project, Misbahalhurriyya.org. Prior to joining the 
Cato Institute, Haddadin worked for the World Bank in the Fi-
nance, Private Sector and Infrastructure Group. He is a recipient 

of the 2005 World Bank Spot Award for Excellence and the 
2005 Charles G. Koch Summer Fellowship Institute for Hu-
mane Studies. He is a member of the American Economic Asso-
ciation and the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations. Hadda-
din received his M.P.P. in public economics and finance from 
the Harris School of Public Policy at the University of Chicago, 
an M.Sc. in regulation, advanced macroeconomics, and finance 
from the London School of Economics, and a B.A. in econom-
ics from the American University of Beirut.

L. Michael Hager
UnItEd StatES
L. Michael Hager serves as president of the 
Education for Employment Foundation 
(EFE), a non-profit organization head-
quartered in Washington, DC. Operating 
through local affiliate NGOs in Egypt, 

Jordan, Morocco, West Bank/Gaza and Yemen, EFE addresses 
the growing youth bulge in the MENA countries. Prior to his 
EFE appointment, Hager served as executive director of Con-
flict Management Group in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He also 
co-founded and served as director general of the International 
Development Law Organization (IDLO), based in Rome. Dur-
ing his earlier career with the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment, Hager served as regional legal advisor in Pakistan, 
India and Egypt. He holds degrees from Harvard College, Har-
vard Law School and the John F. Kennedy School of Govern-
ment at Harvard University. 

Asha Hagi Elmi 
SOMaLIa
Asha Hagi Elmi is chair and founder of Save 
Somali Women and Children (SSWC). She 
has managed to unify women across en-
trenched clan and ethnic divides to advocate 
for their rights and development concerns in 

the national political processes. At the peace and reconciliation 
conference in 2000, Hagi served as a vice-chair on behalf of the 
Sixth Clan. She has since been elected as a member of Somalia’s 
Transitional Federal Parliament and sworn in as a member of 
the Pan African Parliament in Johannesburg in May 2006. She 
was honored for her tireless human rights and peace-building 
work by receiving the Alternative Nobel Prize, often called the 
world’s premier award for personal courage and social transfor-
mation. She is a recipient of the Right Livelihood Award 2008 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Hagi holds a Laureate of Arts 
in economics from the Somalia National University, and a mas-
ter’s in business administration and organizational development 
from the U.S. International University Africa in Nairobi.

Ali Hamade
LEBanOn
Ali Hamade is an editorialist and director at 
An-Nahar newspaper in Lebanon. An-Nahar 
is included as part of the leading press group 
for more than seventy years. Previously, he 
was an editor-in-chief of the newspaper’s 
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youth supplement, Nahar Ash Shaba. He hosts a leading na-
tional political television talk show, “Al Estehkah”. He served 
as an adviser to the minister of public health and economy in 
Lebanon. He has been a member of the International Media 
Council at the World Economic Forum since 2006. 

Ibrahim Hamidi
SyrIa
Ibrahim Hamidi is the former bureau chief 
and senior correspondent in Damascus of 
al-Hiyat, al-Wasat and LBC TV, as well as a 
contributor to other newspapers and media 
such as the Daily Star (Beirut), The Daily Tele-

graph and the Arabic service of SBS radio of Australia. Hamidi 
received his license in journalism from Damascus University and 
did further study in such settings as the Reporting Course of the 
International Institute for Journalists, Washington. He has been 
invited to prepare articles or give presentations on Syria at numer-
ous venues including invitations by the governments of Sweden, 
Japan and the EU. Hamidi regularly covers the visits of President 
Bashar al-Asad abroad. His reporting is noted for its insights into 
strategic issues and domestic politics regarding Syria.

Hameed Haroon
pakIStan 
Hameed Haroon is chief executive officer 
of the Dawn Media Group, where he pre-
viously served as director of administration, 
director of operations and deputy CEO. In 
1998, Haroon became the publisher and 

chief executive officer. He earned a Master’s degree in regional 
studies (East Asia) from Harvard University and a double Mas-
ter’s degree in political economy and economics from Boston 
University. He also holds a B.Sc. (Hons.) in economics from the 
London School of Economics.

Mohamed Jawhar Hassan
MaLaySIa
Mohamed Jawhar Hassan is chairman and 
CEO of the Institute of Strategic and Inter-
national Studies (ISIS) Malaysia. His past 
positions in government included director-
general, Department of National Unity; 

under-secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs; director of research 
and analysis, Prime Minister’s Department; and principal as-
sistant secretary, National Security Council. He also served as 
counselor in the Malaysian Embassies in Indonesia and Thai-
land, and was project coordinator of Malaysia’s Master Plan on 
Knowledge-Based Economy. Jawhar was the lead drafter of the 
Islamic Development Bank’s Vision 1440 Hijrah document. His 
other positions include: former executive council member of 
the National Economic Action Council (NEAC); member, Na-
tional Unity Advisory Panel, Malaysia; non-executive chairman, 
New Straits Times; member of the board of directors, Media 
Prima Sdn. Bhd.; co-chair, Network of East Asia Think-Tanks 
(NEAT) 2005-2006; and chairman, Malaysian National Com-
mittee, Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC). He is 

also presently co-chair of the Council for Security Cooperation 
in the Asia Pacific (CSCAP) for a period of two years.

Steven Heydemann 
UnItEd StatES
Steven Heydemann serves as vice president of 
the Grants and Fellowships program and as 
special adviser to the Muslim World Initiative 
at the United States Institute for Peace. Previ-
ously, he directed the Center for Democracy 

and Civil Society at Georgetown University and served as director 
of the Social Science Research Council’s Program on Philanthropy 
and the Nonprofit Sector. Heydemann was also an associate pro-
fessor in the department of political science at Columbia Univer-
sity. Prior to that, he was a program director at the SSRC, where 
he ran the Council’s Program on International Peace and Security 
and its Program on the Near and Middle East. He has held visit-
ing faculty positions at the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced 
Studies at the European University Institute in Florence, and as a 
senior fellow at the Yale University Center for International Stud-
ies. Heydemann has served on the board of directors of the Middle 
East Studies Association (MESA) of North America and is cur-
rently a member of MESA’s Committee on Public Affairs.

E. Daniel Hirleman
UnItEd StatES
E. Daniel Hirleman is professor and William 
E. and Florence E. Perry head of mechani-
cal engineering at Purdue University, with 
a courtesy appointment in electrical and 
computer Engineering. He was previously at 

Arizona State University in mechanical and aerospace engineer-
ing, where he received teaching and research awards and served in 
department administration and as associate dean for research. His 
research is in the areas of optical sensors and global engineering 
education. Hirleman has received National Science Foundation, 
Howard Hughes, and von Humboldt Foundation Fellowships 
and the Achievement Award from the International Network for 
Engineering Education and Research (INEER), the Hon. George 
Brown Award for International Scientific Cooperation from the 
U.S. Civilian Research and Development Foundation (CRDF), 
and is a Fellow of the ASME. At Purdue University, Hirleman 
was founding director of the Global Engineering Program and 
orchestrated development of the Global Engineering Alliance 
for Research and Education (GEARE). He also founded Global-
HUB, a virtual community for global engineering education and 
collaboration. He received his B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. in mechani-
cal engineering from Purdue University. 

Pervez Hoodbhoy 
pakIStan
Pervez Hoodbhoy is professor of nuclear and 
high energy physics and chairman of the 
Department of Physics at Quaid-e-Azam 
University in Islamabad. Over a period of 
25 years, he created and anchored a series 

of television programs that dissected the problems of Pakistan’s  
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education system, and two other series aimed at bringing sci-
entific concepts to ordinary members of the public. Hoodbhoy 
is the author of Islam and Science—Religious Orthodoxy and the 
Battle for Rationality, now published in 7 languages. He received 
the Baker Award for Electronics and the Abdus Salam Prize for 
Mathematics, and in 2003 he was awarded UNESCO’s Kalinga 
Prize for the popularization of science. He received his B.S., M.S., 
and Ph.D. from the Massachussetts Institute of Technology.

Barbara Ibrahim
EGypt
Barbara Ibrahim is founding director of the 
John D. Gerhart Center for Philanthropy 
and Civic Engagement, established in 2006 
at the American University in Cairo. Prior 
to that, she served for 14 years as region-

al director for West Asia and North Africa of the Population 
Council. She was a program officer at the Ford Foundation re-
gional office in Cairo, responsible for programs in urban pover-
ty, micro-enterprise lending, and gender studies. She was also an 
international visiting scholar at Indiana University’s Center on 
Philanthropy, and her publications are in the fields of women’s 
employment, youth transitions to adulthood, and strategic phi-
lanthropy in the Arab region. In 1999, Ibrahim was inducted 
into the International Educators’ Hall of Fame. She received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Association of Middle 
East Women’s Studies in 2003. Ibrahim holds an M.A. in soci-
ology from the American University of Beirut and a Ph.D. in 
sociology from Indiana University.

Saad Eddin Ibrahim
EGypt
Saad Eddin Ibrahim is chairman of the Ibn 
Khaldun Center for Development Studies in 
Cairo. A non-profit research and advocacy 
institution, the center is dedicated to the ad-
vancement of applied social sciences, responsi-

ble dialogue, democracy, peace and development in Egypt and the 
wider Middle East. A world-renowned sociologist, human rights 
defender, and democracy advocate, Ibrahim is currently a visiting 
professor of political science. He has taught at Indiana Univer-
sity, DePauw University, UCLA, Columbia University, New York 
University, and the American Universities in Beirut and in Cairo. 
Ibrahim’s work has been featured in the Washington Post, the Wall 
Street Journal, the New York Times, and the Daily Star. He is the 
author of Egypt, Islam and Democracy: Critical Essays.

Martin S. Indyk
UnItEd StatES
Martin S. Indyk is senior fellow and director 
of the Saban Center for Middle East Policy 
at the Brookings Institution and the author 
of a best-selling new book, Innocent Abroad: 
An Intimate Account of U.S. Peace Diplomacy 

in the Middle East (Simon & Schuster, January 2009). He served 
as U.S. Ambassador to Israel from 1995 to 1997, and from 2000 
to 2001. Before his first posting to Israel, Indyk was special  

assistant to President William J. Clinton and senior director 
for Near East and South Asian affairs at the National Security 
Council. He also served as assistant secretary of state for Near 
Eastern Affairs from 1997 to 2000. Before entering the govern-
ment, Indyk was founding executive director of the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. He currently serves as chairman of 
the International Council of the New Israel Fund. Indyk received 
a B.Econ. (Hon.) from Sydney University, and a Ph.D. in inter-
national relations from the Australian National University. 

Ahmad Iravani
Iran
Ahmad Iravani is director of Islamic studies 
and dialogues at the Center for the Study of 
Culture and Values, Catholic University of 
America. He is also president of the Center 
for the Study of Islam and the Middle East in 

Washington, DC. Previously, Iravani was dean of the School of 
Philosophy in Mofid University in Qom, Iran before moving to 
the United States. He is also a senior advisor to the International 
Center for Religion and Diplomacy in Washington, D.C.

Richard Jacobs
UnItEd StatES
Richard Jacobs has been the senior rabbi 
of Westchester Reform Temple in Scars-
dale, New York since 1991. He also serves 
as the Secretary of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis and on the Boards of 

American Jewish World Service, New York’s UJA-Federation 
and Synagogue 3000. From 1982 to 1991, Jacobs served as 
rabbi of the Brooklyn Heights Synagogue. He has been on the 
international board of the New Israel Fund and now serves as 
the Chair of the Pluralism Grants Committee. In 1982, Jacobs 
was ordained by the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion, where he had also earned his M.A. in Hebrew Litera-
ture in 1980. He is currently completing his Ph.D. at New York 
University in ritual studies.

Asma Jahangir
pakIStan
Asma Jahangir is an advocate of the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan and has been twice elected 
as chairperson of the Human Rights Com-
mission of Pakistan. She is also director of the 
AGHS Legal Aid Cell, which provides free le-

gal assistance to the needy. Jahangir was instrumental in the forma-
tion of the Punjab Women Lawyers Association in 1980 and the 
Women Action Forum in 1985. She has received honorary J.D. 
degrees from the University of St. Gallen, Switzerland, Queen’s 
University, Canada, and Amherst College. She has been the re-
cipient of a number of international and national awards, among 
them the Ramon Magsaysay Award in 1995. Jahangir was a lead-
ing figure in the campaign waged by women activists against the 
promulgation of the controversial Hadood Ordinances and draft 
law on evidence. She has also represented religious minorities, 
bonded laborers, women and children in discrimination cases.
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Latifa Jbadi
MOrOCCO
Latifa Jbadi is a member of parliament for 
Rabat, and a member of the National Coun-
cil for the Political Board of the Socialist 
Union of Popular Forces (USFP). She is also 
a member of the Moroccan Advisory Coun-

cil for Human Rights, and was the only female member of the 
the Moroccan Truth and Reconciliation Commission, in charge 
of investigations concerning public hearings and gender. She 
is editor of March 8th, the first publication in the Arab world 
devoted to women’s issues. In her capacity as president of the 
Union for Women’s Action (UAF), she initiated the petition 
for one million signatures for the reform of the Moudawwana, 
the Moroccan family code. Under her leadership, the UAF has 
played a crucial leading role in women’s rights nationwide.

James A. Johnson
UnItEd StatES
James A. Johnson is vice chairman of Perseus. 
Prior to joining Perseus in 2001, he served as 
vice chairman, chairman and chief executive 
officer, and chairman of the executive com-
mittee of Fannie Mae. Prior to joining Fannie 

Mae, Johnson was a managing director in corporate finance at 
Lehman Brothers. Before joining Lehman Brothers, he was presi-
dent of Public Strategies, a Washington-based consulting firm he 
founded to advise corporations on strategic issues. From 1977 
to 1981, Johnson was executive assistant to Walter F. Mondale, 
where he advised the then-vice president on domestic and foreign 
policy and political matters. Johnson holds a B.A. in political sci-
ence from the University of Minnesota and an M.P.P. from the 
Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton University. 

Bruce Jones
UnItEd StatES
Bruce Jones is a senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution and director of the Center on Inter-
national Cooperation at New York University. 
Having worked both inside the United Na-
tions and as an outside advisor, he is an expert 

on the UN system, international security policy and institutions, 
and global peace operations. He is the author (with Carlos Pascual 
and Stephen J. Stedman) of Power and Responsibility: Building Inter-
national Order in an Era of Transnational Threat (Brookings, 2009).
 

Amr Khaled
EGypt
Amr Khaled is chairman of Right Start Foun-
dation Inter national (RSFI), a charitable or-
ganization committed to building bridges be-
tween civi lizations and nurturing constructive 
and positive co-existence between cultures, 

faiths, minority groups and host communities. He has been vari-
ously described by the New York Times Magazine as “the world’s 
most famous and influential Muslim televangelist,” by Time maga-
zine as one of the world’s most influ ential people, and by Foreign 

Policy magazine as one of the “World’s Top 20 Public Intellectuals” 
in 2008. He is the host of “Call for Coexistence,” as well as “Life 
Makers.” Khaled pro motes community development in the Arab 
and wider Muslim world based on what he terms “faith-based de-
velopment,” calling on people to develop their communities and 
countries with faith as their motivator and guide. He received a 
B.A. in ac counting from Cairo University, and is currently study-
ing for his Ph.D at the University of Wales.

Rami G. Khouri
LEBanOn 
Rami Khouri is director of the Issam Fares 
Institute for Public Policy and International 
Affairs at the American University of Beirut. 
He is also editor-at-large and former executive 
editor of the Beirut-based Dai ly Star newspa-

per, published throughout the Middle East with the International 
Herald Tribune. He is a former Nieman Journalism fellow at Har-
vard University, and was appointed a member of the Brookings 
Institution Task Force on U.S. Relations with the Islamic World. 
He is a research associate at the Program on the Analysis and 
Reso lution of Conflict at the Maxwell School, Syracuse Univer-
sity, a fellow of the Palestinian Academic Society for the Study of 
International Affairs in Je rusalem and a member of the Leader-
ship Council of the Harvard University Divinity School. Khouri 
also serves on the board of the East-West Institute, the Center for 
Contemporary Arab Studies at George town University, and the 
Jordan National Museum. He received a B.A. in political science 
and M.Sc. in mass communica tions from Syracuse University.

Nemir Kirdar
UnItEd StatES
Nemir Kirdar is founder, executive chairman 
and chief executive officer of Investcorp In-
ternational, a global investment group oper-
ating out of New York, London and Bahrain. 
He is on the board of directors of George-

town University, Qatar Financial Center Authority, UN Invest-
ments Committee, UN Pension Fund, and a member of the 
board of trustees of the Brookings Institution and the Eisenhower 
Exchange Fellowship. He also serves on the advisory boards of the 
Judge Business School, Cambridge University; the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs in London; the School of International 
and Public Affairs at Columbia University; the John F. Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard University; and on the the 
Board of Visitors for the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign 
Service at Georgetown University. He is a member of Harvard 
University’s Board of Overseers and is a founding member of the 
International Business Council and World Economic Forum.

James Kitfield
UnItEd StatES
James Kitfield is presently the national se-
curity and foreign affairs correspondent for 
National Journal magazine, an independent 
and non-partisan newsweekly on politics 
and government published by Atlantic  
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Media Company. He has written on defense, national se-
curity and foreign policy issues from Washington, D.C. for 
nearly two decades, and most recently, he authored the book 
War and Destiny. Kitfield is the recipient of several awards, 
including the first place prize in excellence from the Military 
Reporters and Editors Association, 2004; the 2002 Stewart 
Alsop Media Excellence Award, sponsored by the Associa-
tion of Former Intelligence Officers; the 2000 Edwin Hood 
Award for Diplomatic Correspondence given annually by the 
National Press Club; and has also twice been the recipient 
of the Gerald R. Ford Award for Distinguished Reporting 
on National Defense. He is a 1978 magna cum laude gradu-
ate of the University of Georgia’s Henry Grady School of 
Journalism.
 

Joe Klein
UnItEd StatES 
Joe Klein writes a weekly political column 
for Time magazine, “In the Arena,” and is a 
regular contributor to Time.com’s political 
blog, “Swampland.” He previously served 
as Washington correspondent for the New 

Yorker and as a political reporter for Newsweek. He has also 
been a political columnist at New York magazine. Klein has 
written articles and book reviews for the New Republic, New 
York Times, Washington Post, LIFE and other publications. 
He is author of the critically acclaimed roman à clef novel 
Primary Colors, and its follow-up, The Running Mate. He is 
also the author of Politics Lost: How American Democracy Was 
Trivialized by People Who Think You’re Stupid, The Natural: the 
Misunderstood Presidency of Bill Clinton, Payback: Five Ma-
rines after Vietnam and Woody Guthrie: A Life. Klein gradu-
ated from the University of Pennsylvania with a degree in 
American civilization. 

Moukhtar Kocache
EGypt
Moukhtar Kocache is MENA program 
officer for media, arts and culture at the 
Ford Foundation in Cairo. From 1998 to 
2004, he was director of programs at the 
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, the 

leading arts council in New York City, which provides servic-
es and opportunities to thousands of individual artists and 
emerging organizations. Some of his projects there included 
the creation of artist-in-residence programs, exhibitions, lec-
tures, workshops, conferences and temporary projects of art 
in the public realm. Raised in Lebanon and France, Kocache 
relocated to New York in 1995 and then to Cairo in 2004. 
He studied international relations, economics and art history 
as an undergraduate at American University in Washington 
DC, and art management and art history as a graduate stu-
dent at Columbia University in New York. He has curated, 
managed and organized exhibitions, and has consulted for 
and worked with art galleries, museums and not-for-profit 
organizations in the United States, Europe and the Middle 
East.

Khalid Koser
SWItzErLand
Khalid Koser is course director of the New 
Issues in Security Course (NISC) at the 
Geneva Centre for Security Policy and non-
resident fellow in Foreign Policy Studies at 
the Brookings Institution. His previous ap-

pointment was as fellow in humanitarian affairs and deputy di-
rector of the Brookings-Bern Project on Internal Displacement. 
Prior to that, Koser was senior policy analyst for the Global 
Commission on International Migration (2004-06), where he 
was seconded from his position as lecturer in human geography 
at University College London (1998-2006). From 2006-08 he 
held an adjunct position in the School of Foreign Service at 
Georgetown University. Koser has published widely on interna-
tional migration, asylum, refugees, and internal displacement. 
He has field experience in Afghanistan, the Balkans, the Horn 
of Africa, Southern Africa, and Western Europe.

Daoud Kuttab
paLEStInE
Daoud Kuttab is a Palestinian journalist, 
media activist, and former Ferris Profes-
sor of Journalism at Princeton University. 
He established and presided over the Jeru-
salem Film Institute, and helped establish 

the Arabic Media Internet Network (AMIN) a censorship free 
Arab web site. Kuttab also founded and directed the Institute 
of Modern Media at Al Quds University. In 2007, he estab-
lished the Arab world’s first internet radio station, AmmanNet. 
A regular columnist for the Jordan Times, he is active in media 
freedom efforts in the Middle East. He has received a num-
ber of international awards, among them the CPJ Freedom of 
Expression Award, the IPI World Press Freedom Hero, PEN 
Club USA Writing Freedom Award and the Leipzeg Courage in 
Freedom Award. He studied in the United States and has been 
working in journalism since 1980.

Hala Lattouf
JOrdan
Hala Bsaisu Lattouf is minister of social 
development for the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan. Prior to her ministerial appoint-
ment, she assumed numerous positions in 
government, such as director of the Office of 

Her Majesty Queen Rania Al-Abdullah. Previously, Lattouf was 
the executive director for World Links Arab Region (WLAR), a 
non-governmental and non-profit organization that was initially 
founded by former World Bank President James D. Wolfensohn. 
She was former advisor to the deputy prime minister for gov-
ernment performance, former secretary general to the Ministry 
of Administrative Development, former secretary general to the 
Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation, and for-
mer deputy governor of Jordan to the World Bank. In addition, 
Lattouf assumed posts at the United Nations Development Pro-
gram (UNDP) in Jordan. She earned a Master of Science degree 
in international accounting and finance from the London School 
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of Economics, and a Bachelors of Science degree in economics 
and applied statistics from the University of Jordan.

Aaron Lobel
UnItEd StatES
Aaron Lobel is founder, president and chair-
man of the board of America Abroad Media 
(AAM), as well as executive producer of AAM 
Television. He currently serves on the adviso-
ry boards of Business for Diplomatic Action 

and Securing America’s Future Energy (SAFE), and is a mem-
ber of the Council on Foreign Relations, as well as a consultant 
to the Bipartisan Policy Center. Prior to founding AAM, Lobel 
was a research fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington, 
DC; National Security fellow at the John M. Olin Institute for 
Strategic Studies at Harvard University; and a National Security 
fellow at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs 
at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government, where he edited 
Presidential Judgment: Foreign Policy Decision Making in the White 
House (Hollis Press 2001). Lobel was awarded the Joseph Leven-
son Prize from Harvard University’s Department of Government, 
where he received a Ph.D. in international affairs. 

Maleeha Lodi
pakIStan
Maleeha Lodhi is one of Pakistan’s top political 
commentators, with extensive experience in 
diplomacy, media and teaching. She formerly 
represented Pakistan as ambassador to the 
United States (1993–1996, 1999–2002) and 

Britain (2003–2008), and is the recipient of the President’s award 
of Hilal-e-Imtiaz for Public Service in Pakistan. She also served as a 
member of the UN secretary general’s Advisory Board on Disarma-
ment Affairs from 2001 to 2005. Lodi is a former editor of Pakistan’s 
leading English daily, The News, and author of two books: Pakistan’s 
Encounter with Democracy and The External Challenge. She taught 
politics and political sociology at the London School of Economics 
from 1980-85. She has also been a visiting faculty member at the 
National Defence University in Islamabad. She received an honor-
ary fellowship from the London School of Economics in 2004, and 
an honorary doctor of letters from London’s Metropolitan Univer-
sity in 2005. Lodi received her B.Sc. in economics, and Ph.D. in 
politics from the London School of Economics. 

Kristin Lord
UnItEd StatES
Kristin Lord is a fellow with the Saban Cen-
ter at Brookings’ Project on U.S. Relations 
with the Islamic World, where she directs 
the Science and Technology Initiative. Prior 
to joining Brookings, Lord was associate 

dean for strategy, research, and external relations at The George 
Washington University’s Elliott School of International Affairs. 
A member of the faculty, she also taught courses on U.S. public 
diplomacy, U.S. foreign policy and the causes of war. In 2005-
2006, Lord served as a Council on Foreign Relations Interna-
tional Affairs Fellow and special adviser to the under secretary of 

state for democracy and global affairs. She is the author of Perils 
and Promise of Global Transparency: Why the Information Revolu-
tion May Not Lead to Security Democracy or Peace, (SUNY Press, 
2006), Power and Conflict in an Age of Transparency, edited with 
Bernard I. Finel (Palgrave Macmillan, 2000), and numerous 
book chapters and articles. In 2008, she published the Brook-
ings report A New Millennium of Knowledge? The Arab Human 
Development Report on Building a Knowledge Society, Five Years 
On. Lord is a nonresident fellow at the University of Southern 
California’s Center for Public Diplomacy. She received her M.A. 
and Ph.D. in government from Georgetown University and her 
B.A. in international studies from American University.

Katherine Marshall
UnItEd StatES
Katherine Marshall has worked for over 
three decades on international develop-
ment, focusing on issues facing the world’s 
poorest countries. She is a senior fellow at 
Georgetown University’s Berkley Center 

for Religion, Peace and World Affairs, as well as advisor to the 
World Bank (where she worked for 34 years), where she heads 
the World Faiths Development Dialogue (WFDD), a non-profit 
working to bridge the worlds of faith and development. Marshall 
has worked for the past eight years on issues linking religion and 
development, and is a member of the World Economic Forum 
West Islam community and serves as a Princeton University 
trustee. She serves on other boards, including the Council on 
Foreign Relations, the international selection committee for the 
Niwano Peace Prize, and the Fes Forum. Recent publications in-
clude Development and Faith: Where Mind, Heart and Soul work 
Together (World Bank, 2007), and The World Bank: From Recon-
struction to Development to Equity (Routledge, January 2008).

Talat Masood
pakIStan 
Talat Masood served in the Pakistan army 
for 39 years, retiring as secretary for defence 
productions in the Ministry of Defence. 
Prior to this, he was chairman and chief ex-
ecutive of the Pakistan Ordnance Factories 

Board. Since retirement in 1990s, he has been closely associated 
with think tanks and universities both at the regional and global 
level, to promote peace and stability in the region. He writes on 
security and political issues and is a prominent commentator 
on national and international television. Masood is a graduate 
of the Command and Staff College and the National Defence 
College. He received his B.S. in mechanical engineering and an 
M.S. in defense and strategic studies. 

Laurie Meadoff
UnItEd StatES
Laurie Meadoff is founder and chief evan-
gelist of Chat the Planet. As an executive 
producer, entrepreneur and youth worker, 
she found the inspiration for Chat the 
Planet while on a Rockefeller Fellowship in 
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South Africa. Chat has linked young people globally in 2-way 
dialogues reaching 350 million viewers worldwide. As founder 
of The CityKids Foundation and NextNext Entertainment, 
Meadoff has secured financing and provided creative vision 
for programming for MTV, VH1, and a host of international 
broadcasters, as well as the critically-acclaimed and award win-
ning internet series “Hometown Baghdad”. She continues to 
drive the vision for the Chat the Planet as they launch their 
new dialogue tool called the “qwidget,” an online conversation 
starter. Passionately envisioning a world without barriers and 
prejudice, Meadoff strives to build bridges through tolerance 
and understanding, and her primary tools of choice are televi-
sion and internet.

Yahya Michot
BELGIUM
Yahya M. Michot is professor of Islamic 
studies and Christian-Muslim relations at 
the Macdonald Center at Hartford Semi-
nary, and is also the current editor of the 
journal The Muslim World, published by the 

Seminary. He taught Arabic philosophy at Louvain, and Islamic 
theology at Oxford. Michot has published numerous books 
and articles about Islamic classical thought and European Mus-
lims, including Ibn Taymiyya: Muslims under Non-Muslim Rule, 
Musulmans en Europe, and the chapter “Revelation” in the Cam-
bridge Companion to Classical Islamic Theology. He has served as 
a consultant to various universities and international organiza-
tions, as well as to the British police and Ministry of Defence. 
From 1995 to 1998, Michot was president of the Higher Coun-
cil of Muslims in Belgium. 

Dalia Mogahed
UnItEd StatES
Dalia Mogahed is senior analyst and execu-
tive director of the Gallup Center for Mus-
lim Studies, a nonpartisan research center 
dedicated to providing data-driven analysis 
on the views of Muslim populations around 

the world. She also serves on the executive boards of Freedom 
House and Soliya. With John L. Esposito, she is co-author of 
the book Who Speaks for Islam?: What a Billion Muslims Really 
Think. Her analyses have appeared in the Wall Street Journal, 
Foreign Policy magazine, the Harvard International Review, and 
many other academic and popular journals. She received a B.S. 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in chemical engi-
neering, and an M.B.A. from the Katz Graduate School of Busi-
ness at the University of Pittsburgh. 

Saad Mohseni
aFGHanIStan
Saad Mohseni is co-founder of the Moby 
Group, Afghanistan’s most diverse media 
company with interests in television, radio, 
print, web and directories, and retail. Prior to 
establishing Moby, Mohseni headed the eq-

uities and corporate finance division of an Australian investment 

banking firm. He acted as a senior economic advisor to the gov-
ernment of Afghanistan from 2002 to 2004. He has also aided 
in establishing the Afghanistan Investment Support Agency, 
the High Commission for Investment and the country’s first 
post-war industrial parks complex. Furthermore, Mohseni was a 
leading member of the team that negotiated concessionary trade 
agreements with India and the United States. He is a regular 
contributor to BBC World TV and radio, CNN, National Pub-
lic Radio, and PBS, and has written for the Wall Street Journal, 
Far Eastern Economic Review, Washington Times and other news 
publications. 

Shafiq Morton
aFrICa 
Shafiq Morton is a presenter of the current 
affairs show, “Drivetime Show” on Voice of 
the Cape, a Muslim community radio sta-
tion. He has worked as a journalist for three 
decades, as a photographic stringer for the 

Associated Press and AFP, and as South African correspondent 
for the Saudi Arabian daily, Arab News. He has covered events 
such as the anti-apartheid Defiance Campaign, the South Af-
rican township uprisings of the 1980s, the release of Nelson 
Mandela in 1990, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 
the famine in Niger, the Hajj of 2004, the 2006 Palestinian 
elections and the 2006 Israeli-Lebanese war. He is the recipient 
of the South African Vodacom Journalist of the Year Award in 
the Community category. Morton is the author of Notebooks 
from Makkah and Madinah, and is currently working on his 
next book, Surfing behind the Wall, an eclectic journey based on 
his experiences in Palestine. 

Jamil Mroue
LEBanOn
Jamil Mroue is the editor-in-chief and pub-
lisher of the Daily Star newspaper, based in 
Lebanon. Previously, he was founder and 
editor-in-chief of Al Hayat in England. 
Mroue is the former director of the Leba-

nese Studies Foundation, and former manager of the Arabic 
Language Project at Time-Life Books, as well as the director and 
partner of the Middle East Marketing and Research Institute 
in Jordan. Mroue is former general manager of the Al Hayat 
Group, and trainee at the Charlotte Observer. He was a Nieman 
Fellow at Harvard University, and was educated at the American 
University of Beirut. 

Tanveer Kausar Naim
pakIStan
Tanveer Kausar Naim is consultant and di-
rector of the Science, Technology Research 
and Training Institute of the OIC standing 
Committee on Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation (COMSTECH). She previously 

served as chairperson of the Pakistan Council for Science and 
Technology (PCST) and member secretary to the National Com-
mission on S&T (NCST). She also convened a multi-disciplinary 
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group of public and private sector experts for preparation of 
the Technology Based Development Vision for Pakistan, and 
played a key role in the conclusion of a landmark agreement on 
science and technology collaboration between Pakistan and the 
United States in 2003. Naim is member of the UNESCO In-
ternational Advisory Board on reform of Higher Education and 
S&T in Nigeria, and member of the Gender Advisory Board 
of UNESCO. Naim received her doctorate degree from Sussex 
University, and her post-doctoral training at Bonn and Bochan 
Universities in Germany.

Sohail Nakhooda
JOrdan
Sohail Nakhooda is editor-in-chief of Islam-
ica magazine and an advisor on interfaith 
affairs to HRH Prince Ghazi Bin Muham-
mad of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 
He is also junior fellow of the Royal Aal Al-

Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought, and the official archivist for 
the Common Word conferences at Yale, Cambridge, and the 
Vatican. Nakhooda founded Islamica magazine at the London 
School of Economics, and the magazine has won recent acclaim 
as one of the best religious magazines in North America. He un-
dertook his formative studies in Portugal, Pakistan, and United 
Kingdom and went on to pursue a B.Sc. in government at the 
London School of Economics; Catholic theology at the Pon-
tifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum) in Rome; 
and an M.A. in Protestant theology at the University of Not-
tingham, UK. He is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in theological 
and philosophical hermeneutics. 

Shuja Nawaz
pakIStan
Shuja Nawaz is the first director of the South 
Asia Center of the The Atlantic Council 
of the United States. He is the author of 
Crossed Swords: Pakistan, its Army, and the 
Wars Within for Oxford University Press. 

He was a television newscaster and producer with Pakistan Tele-
vision from 1967-72, where he covered the 1971 war with India 
on the western front. He has worked for the New York Times, 
the World Health Organization, as a division chief for the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, and as a director of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, and has widely written and spoken on 
military and politico-economic issues on radio, television, and 
at think tanks. He was editor of Finance & Development, the 
multilingual quarterly of the IMF and the World Bank.

Aref Ali Nayed
JOrdan
Aref Ali Nayed is currently an advisor to the 
Cambridge Interfaith Program at the Fac-
ulty of Divinity in Cambridge, and runs a 
family business as the managing director of 
Agathon Systems Ltd.. He is one of the key 

Islamic scholars responsible for A Common Word, a document 
of historical importance in the dialogue between Muslims and 

Christians. He is a former professor at the Pontifical Institute 
for Arabic and Islamic Studies (Rome), and the International 
Institute for Islamic Thought and Civilization (Malaysia). He 
received his B.Sc. in engineering, M.A. in the philosophy of 
science, and a Ph.D. in hermeneutics from the University of 
Iowa. Nayed also studied at the University of Toronto and the 
Pontifical Gregorian University. 

Nancy Nti Asare
kUWaIt
Nancy Nti Asare is director of the Family 
Law Program for Freedom House, MENA 
Region. Prior to joining Freedom House, she 
was employed by USAID in Baghdad as a 
team leader on a capacity development proj-

ect with the Human Rights Ministry. Before that position, she 
was a professor of law at the University of Wyoming. In addition, 
she has held law professorships in Mexico, Estonia, and the UAE. 
Nti Asare holds an L.L.M. from the University of Stockholm, and 
a J.D. from Willamette University in Salem, Oregon.

Muhammad Hidayat Nur Wahid
IndOnESIa 
Muhammad Hidayat Nur Wahid has been 
chairman of Indonesian’s People Consulta-
tive Assembly since 2004. The highest body 
in the state before the constitutional amend-
ment, the council is equal to the presidency. 

Nur Wahid was second president of the Justice Party and cur-
rent president of the Prosperous Justice Party, the leading Islam-
ic reform party in the country and among the five largest parties 
in Indonesia. Nur Wahid obtained his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. 
from the Islamic University of Madinah in Saudi Arabia.

Michael E. O’Hanlon
UnItEd StatES
Michael O’Hanlon is a senior fellow in For-
eign Policy Studies at the Brookings Insti-
tution, where he specializes in U.S. defense 
strategy, the use of military force, homeland 
security and American foreign policy. He is 

also the director of the Brookings-ABC Opportunity 08 project. 
He is a visiting lecturer at Princeton University, and a member of 
the International Institute for Strategic Studies and the Council 
on Foreign Relations. O’Hanlon’s latest books are Hard Power: 
The New Politics of National Security (with Kurt Campbell) and 
A War Like No Other, about the U.S.-China relationship and the 
Taiwan issue, with Richard Bush. He is also the senior scholar 
responsible for Brookings’ Iraq Index, which he created and has 
compiled with Jason Campbell, Nina Kamp, and Adriana lins de 
Albuquerque. O’Hanlon has written several hundred op-eds in 
newspapers including the Washington Post, the New York Times, 
the Los Angeles Times, the Washington Times, and the Japan Times. 
He has also contributed to the Financial Times, the Wall Street 
Journal, and many other papers. His Ph.D. from Princeton is in 
public and international affairs; his bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees, also from Princeton, are in the physical sciences.
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Cory Ondrejka
UnItEd StatES
Cory Ondrejka is the senior vice president of 
global digital strategy for EMI Music’s digital 
business. He is responsible for building the 
digital strategy for EMI Music, driving in-
novation around new revenue opportunities 

and building a world-class engineering team for the company. 
Prior to EMI, he was the co-founder of Second Life, where he 
architected the core code and hired the team responsible for Sec-
ond Life’s growth to over 12 million residents. The ecosystems 
he helped create led to the success of Second Life, as well as the 
ongoing use of Second Life as a platform for music, education, 
and business. He served as a visiting professor at the Annenberg 
School for Communication at the University of Southern Cali-
fornia where he taught on online communities and coordinated 
research for the Public Diplomacy and Network Culture Project. 
Ondrejka is a graduate of the United States Naval Academy.

Hibaaq Osman
SOMaLIa
Hibaaq Osman is founder and chair of 
Karama, a pioneering regional movement of 
activists collaborating across eight civil soci-
ety sectors to end violence against women 
in the Middle East and North Africa, and 

founding CEO of the Arab Women’s Fund. In 2002, Osman 
was appointed the V-Day Special Representative to Africa, 
Middle East, and Asia, and founded the Center for the Strategic 
Initiatives of Women (CSIW). Through CSIW, she worked to 
ensure human rights, democracy, and the presence of women’s 
voices in conflict resolution processes in Africa. This included 
revitalization of human rights and women’s right organizations 
in Somalia in the 1990s and reconciliation efforts between 
Somali clans, Eritreans and Ethiopians, and Northern and 
Southern Sudanese, where she initiated a study of traditional  
methods of conflict resolution, “Building Constituencies for 
Peace through Diversity,” and established the network SIHA to 
raise the community leadership and public influence by wom-
en’s organizations in the Horn of Africa. Osman received her 
education in Somalia, Ethiopia, Sudan, and the United States.

Salih Mahmoud Osman
SUdan
Salih Mahmoud Osman is a Sudanese human 
rights lawyer best known for having provided 
free legal representation to hundreds of victims 
of ethnic violence in Sudan over more than 
two decades. He is from the Jebel Marra area in 

central Darfur. He has been widely honored for his work on human 
rights issues in Sudan, receiving the Human Rights Watch Award in 
2005, the International Human Rights Award from the American Bar 
Association in 2006, and was included in European Voices 50 most 
influential persons in Europe in 2007. Also in 2007, the European 
Parliament voted unanimously to award him the Sakharov Prize for 
Freedom of Thought. He was detained three times for his courageous  
advocacy in defense of human rights, but was never charged with 

any offense. In 2005, he was appointed to the Sudan National As-
sembly, where he works to promote legal reform and establishment 
of the rule of law in Sudan.

Wajih Owais
JOrdan
Wajih Owais is president of the Jordan Uni-
versity of Science and Technology, where he 
has also served as vice president and profes-
sor. He is formally taught in the Department 
of Biological Sciences at the Yarmouk Uni-

versity, where he was the former dean, vice dean and assistant 
dean of the Faculty of Science. Owais was also a visiting scientist 
in the program in genetics and cell biology at the Washington 
State University in Pullman. He received his Ph.D. in molecular 
genetics, M.Sc. in biochemistry at the University of Jordan, and 
his B.Sc. in biology at the American University of Beirut. 

R. K. Pachauri
IndIa 
Rajendra Kumar (R. K.) Pachauri is the chair 
of the Nobel Prize-winning Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the sci-
entific intergovernmental body that provides 
decision-makers and the public with an objec-

tive source of information about climate change. He is also director 
general of The Energy and Resources Institute, an independent re-
search organization providing knowledge on energy, environment, 
forestry, biotechnology, and the conservation of natural resources. 
Pachauri is a prominent researcher on environmental subjects, rec-
ognized internationally for his efforts to build up and disseminate 
greater knowledge about man-made climate change and to lay the 
foundations for the measures that are needed to counteract such 
change. He is active in several international forums dealing with 
the subject of climate change and its policy dimensions. Pachauri 
was recently awarded the second-highest civilian award in India, 
the Padma Vibhushan, and received the Officier De La Légion 
D’Honneur from the Government of France in 2006.

Walter F. Parkes
UnItEd StatES
Walter F. Parkes is a producer at Dream-
Works Pictures, the motion picture studio 
that he and his wife and partner Laurie 
MacDonald ran from the company’s in-
ception through 2005. Films produced or 

executive produced by Parkes include: Gladiator, Minority Re-
port, Catch Me If You Can, the Men In Black series, The Ring, 
Awakenings, and Amistad, as well as the screen adaptations of 
the novel The Kite Runner and of Steven Sondheim’s Sweeny 
Todd. He has overseen a wide range of critical and box office 
successes, including the three consecutive Best Picture Oscar® 
winners: American Beauty, Gladiator and A Beautiful Mind, 
the latter two in partnership with Universal Studios. A three-
time Oscar nominee, Mr. Parkes is a member of the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, the Writer’s Guild of 
America, and the Global Business Network. Non-profit ac-
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tivities include serving on the board of the Para Los Niños 
Charter School which provides services for the children of the 
working poor of Downtown Los Angeles, and as the President 
of the Yale University Council.

Carlos E. Pascual
UnItEd StatES
Carlos Pascual is vice president and director 
of the Foreign Policy Studies Program at the 
Brookings Institution. He joined Brookings 
in 2006 after a 23 year career working for the 
United States government. In 2007, Pascual 

launched a major new initiative at Brookings called “Managing 
Global Insecurity: American Leadership, International Institutions, 
and the Search for Peace in the 21st Century,” as well as the Brook-
ings Energy Security Initiative, which brings together Brookings’ 
expertise on economics, foreign policy, and governance to guide the 
development of energy security policies for the next decade. Pascual 
is the editor (with Jon Elkind) of Energy Security: Economics, Poli-
tics, Strategies, and Implications. Before joining Brookings, Pascual 
served as coordinator for reconstruction and stabilization at the 
U.S. Department of State, where he led and organized U.S. govern-
ment planning to help stabilize and reconstruct societies in transi-
tion from conflict or civil strife. He serves on the board of directors 
of the National Endowment for Democracy, Freedom House, and 
the Internews Network. He is also on the Advisory Group for the 
United Nations Peacebuilding Fund. Pascual received his M.P.P. 
from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University 
and his B.A. from Stanford University.

Richard Peña
UnItEd StatES
Richard Peña has been the program director 
of the Film Society of Lincoln Center and 
director of the New York Film Festival since 
1988. At the Film Society, he has organized 
retrospectives of Michelangelo Antonioni, 
Saleh Abu Seif, Abbas Kiarostami, Robert 

Aldrich, Gabriel Figueroa, Kira Muratova, Youssef Chahine, 
Yasujiro Ozu, Kim Ki-young and Amitabh Bachchan, as well 
as major film series devoted to African, Chinese, Cuban, Polish, 
Hungarian, Arab, Korean, Soviet and Argentine cinema. Since 
1996, Peña has organized, together with Unifrance Film, the 
annual “Rendez-Vous with French Cinema Today” program. 
He is an associate professor of film at Columbia University, 
where he specializes in film theory and international cinema, 
and since 2006 has been a visiting professor in Spanish at Princ-
eton University. He is also currently the co-host of Channel 13’s 
weekly “Reel 13”.

Jane Perlez
UnItEd StatES 
Jane Perlez is a foreign correspondent for 
the New York Times, covering Pakistan. She 
served as the paper’s chief diplomatic corre-
spondent from 1999 to 2001. She has been 
bureau chief for the Times in East Africa, 

Central Europe and Indonesia. She joined the paper in 1981.

John L. Peterson
UnItEd StatES
John L. Peterson is the Washington National 
Cathedral’s first canon for global justice and 
reconciliation. Most recently, he served as the 
secretary general of the Worldwide Anglican 
Communion headquartered in London. Be-

fore his appointment as secretary general, Peterson was the dean 
of St. George’s College, Jerusalem, for 12 years. He is also the An-
glican canon at St. George’s Cathedral in Jerusalem and is an hon-
orary canon in the Cathedral Church of Christ in Canterbury, St. 
Michael’s Cathedral in Nigeria, and All Saints in Tanzania. Peter-
son serves as chair of the Spafford Children’s Center in Jerusalem 
and is a member of the advisory council of the Anglican observer 
at the United Nations. He is a member of the American Friends 
of the Anglican Center in Rome, and is a member of the Ameri-
can Friends of the Diocese of Jerusalem. Among his numerous 
academic achievements and honors are degrees from Concordia 
College, Harvard University, the Chicago Institute for Advanced 
Theological Studies, Virginia Theological Seminary, the Univer-
sity of the South and Seabury-Western Theological Seminary. Pe-
terson has also studied at the American University and the Near 
East School of Theology in Beirut, Lebanon. 

David H. Petraeus
UnItEd StatES
General David H. Petraeus assumed com-
mand of the United States Central Command 
in October 2008, after serving for over 19 
months as the Commanding General of the 
Multi-National Force in Iraq. Prior to his tour 

as MNF-I Commander, he commanded the U.S. Army Combined 
Arms Center and Fort Leavenworth. Before that assignment, he 
was the first commander of the Multi-National Security Transition 
Command-Iraq and the NATO Training Mission-Iraq. Awards and 
decorations earned by General Petraeus include two awards of the 
Defense Distinguished Service Medal, two awards of the Distin-
guished Service Medal, two awards of the Defense Superior Service 
Medal, four awards of the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal 
for valor, the State Department Distinguished Service Award, the 
NATO Meritorious Service Medal, the Gold Award of the Iraqi 
Order of the Date Palm, and the French Légion d’Honneur. In 
2005 Petraeus was recognized by the U.S. News and World Report 
as one of America’s 25 Best Leaders, and in 2007 he was named 
by Time magazine as one of the 100 most influential leaders of 
the year. Petraeus was the General George C. Marshall Award win-
ner as the top graduate of the U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff College Class of 1983. He subsequently earned M.P.A. and 
Ph.D. degrees in international relations from Princeton University’s 
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs.

Rouzbeh Pirouz
UnItEd kInGdOM 
Rouzbeh Pirouz is the founder and chair-
man of Pelican Partners, LLP, a private 
equity firm based in London. He also co-
founded and was chief executive officer 
of a leading European technology firm,  
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Mondus Ltd. Until recently, he was the director of Hotbed Ltd, 
the leading deal-based, rather than fund-based, private equity 
firm in the UK. He is a Young Global Leader at the World Eco-
nomic Forum (Davos), and also sits on the boards of leading 
foundations and charities in the UK and is Director of the Iran 
Heritage Fund. He received his Bachelor’s and Master’s degree 
from Stanford and Harvard Universities respectively, and was a 
Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University.
 

Sally Quinn
UnItEd StatES
Sally Quinn is an author and columnist for 
the Washington Post. She founded and co-
moderates “On Faith,” a blog from the Post 
and Newsweek. Co-moderated by Newsweek 
editor and bestselling author Jon Meacham, 

and hosted by a panel of renowned religious scholars of all 
denominations, “On Faith” is the first worldwide, interactive 
discussion about religion and its impact on global life. Over 
the last decade, she has pursued a religious education with the 
same drive and rigor she once gave to politics, seeking spiritual 
mentorship from religious leaders and scholars such as Bishop 
Desmond Tutu, Jim Anderson, Father Bryan Hehir and John 
Esposito. She has written four books: We’re Going to Make You a 
Star, about her short-lived experience as a co-anchor for “CBS 
Morning News”; Regrets Only, her first novel; Happy Endings, 
its sequel; and The Party, in which she offers an insider’s look 
at Washington entertaining and a personal view of the value of 
friendship. Quinn is currently working on a book about religion 
in Washington.

Atta-ur Rahman
pakIStan
Atta-ur Rahman is coordinator general of 
COMSTECH, an OIC Ministerial Com-
mittee comprising the 57 Ministers of Sci-
ence and Technology from 57 OIC mem-
ber countries. Previously, Rahman served 

as chairman of the Higher Education Commission, federal 
minister for science and technology, and president of the 
Pakistan Academy of Sciences. He has over 784 publications 
in leading international journals in several fields of organic 
chemistry including 611 research publications, 15 patents, 
99 books and 59 chapters in books published by major U.S. 
and European presses. The first scientist from the Muslim 
world to win the prestigious UNESCO Science Prize in 
1999, Rahman is the recipient of numerous other national 
and international prizes and awards including the Tamgha-
i-Imtiaz, Sitara-i-Imtiaz, Hilal-i-Imtiaz, and the Nishan-i-
Imtiaz; the Federation of Asian Chemical Societies Award; 
the ECO Prize (2000); the ISESCO Prize (2001); and most 
recently, the Austrian Grand Decoration of Honour in Gold 
with Sash. In July 2006, he was elected Fellow of the Royal 
Society of London in July 2006. Rahman obtained his Ph.D. 
from Cambridge University (1968) and was later awarded 
the degree of Doctor of Science (Sc.D.) by the Cambridge 
University (UK).

Tariq Ramadan
SWItzErLand
Tariq Ramadan is professor of Islamic 
studies at the Oxford Faculty of Theol-
ogy, and is currently senior research fellow 
St Antony’s College, Doshisha University 
(Kyoto, Japan) and the Lokahi Foundation  

(London). He is also a visiting professor at Erasmus University 
(Netherlands). Through his writings and lectures, he has con-
tributed substantially to the debate on the issues of Muslims in 
the West and Islamic revival in the Muslim world. He is active 
both at the academic and grassroots levels lecturing extensively 
throughout the world on social justice and dialogue between 
civilizations. Ramadan is currently president of the European 
think tank European Muslim Network (EMN) in Brussels. His 
most recent publication was Radical Reform, Islamic Ethics and 
Liberation (Nov 2008).

Kavita Ramdas
UnItEd StatES
Kavita N. Ramdas is president of the Glob-
al Fund for Women, the world’s largest 
grant making foundation exclusively fund-
ing international women’s rights groups. 
After an early career working with non-

profits in India, she served as program officer for community 
development and population at the John D. and Catherine 
T. MacArthur Foundation in Chicago. During her tenure as 
president of the Global Fund for Women, assets have tripled, 
enabling the fund to award $8.5 million annually to organi-
zations in 167 countries. Recently appointed an advisor on 
global development to the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, she is also a prolific writer and public speaker on human 
rights and international development. Ramdas’ commitment 
to justice and gender equality was strengthened by an activ-
ist mother, Mount Holyoke College, and graduate studies in 
development.

Zainul Abidin Rasheed
SInGapOrE 
Zainul Abidin Rasheed is the senior min-
ister of state for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, mayor of the North East District 
and chairman of the Malay Heritage 
Foundation. In his professional career, 

Rasheed has held various key positions in the public service 
sector and media industry. He was editor of Berita Harian 
and the Sunday Times for 20 years, served as president of the 
Singapore Islamic Religious Council for six years, and was 
chief executive officer of the Council for the Development of 
Singapore Muslim Community for four years. His extensive 
knowledge and vast experience has contributed significantly 
to Singapore’s international relations with the Middle East, 
Africa and Southeast Asia. Rasheed graduated from the Uni-
versity of Singapore with a B.A. in economics and Malay 
studies. 
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Ahmed Rashid
pakIStan
Ahmed Rashid is a Pakistani journalist and 
writer. He is the author of four books, in-
cluding Taliban (2000) and Jihad (2002). 
His latest book is Descent into Chaos: US 
Policy and the failure of Nation Building in 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Central Asia (2008). He writes for 
the Daily Telegraph, the BBC, the Washington Post, El Mundo, 
the International Herald Tribune, the New York Review of Books 
and other newspapers worldwide as well for as for Pakistani 
newspapers. He has been covering the wars in Afghanistan and 
Central Asia since 1979. Rashid is a member of the advisory 
board of Eurasia Net of the Soros Foundation, a scholar of 
the Davos World Economic Forum and a consultant for Hu-
man Rights Watch. In 2004 he was appointed to the board of 
advisers to the International Committee of the Red Cross in 
Geneva. He is a fellow at the Pacific Council on International 
Policy. 

Amina Rasul-Bernando 
pHILIppInES
Amina Rasul-Bernardo is a research fellow 
with the Sycip Policy Center at the Asian 
Institute of Management in the Philip-
pines. She is an expert on issues relating 
to minority representation and democratic 

participation in the Philippines, focusing on the Muslim in-
surgency in Mindanao. She is also a trustee of the Magbassa 
Kita Foundation, and has organized mutual guarantee as-
sociations for women and indigenous communities. Rasul-
Bernardo served as presidential adviser on youth affairs and 
as chair and CEO of the National Youth Commission. She 
served as a commissioner on the National Commission on 
the Role of Filipino Women. She was the director of the De-
velopment Bank of the Philippines and the founding director 
of the Local Government Guarantee Corporation. Rasul-Ber-
nardo holds a master’s degree in business management from 
the Asian Institute of Management in the Philippines, and an 
M.P.A. from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 
University.

Keith Reinhard
UnItEd StatES
Keith Reinhard is founder and president of 
Business for Diplomatic Action (BDA), a 
New York-based not-for-profit private sector 
effort to enlist the U.S. business community 
in actions aimed at improving the standing 

of America in the world. He is also chairman emeritus of DDB 
Worldwide, which ranks among the world’s largest and most 
creative advertising networks with 206 offices in 96 countries. A 
member of the Advertising Hall of Fame, he has been referred to 
as the advertising industry’s “soft-spoken visionary” by Advertis-
ing Age, which named him one of the top 100 industry influ-
entials in advertising history. He serves on a number of boards 
and committees, including Sesame Workshop, Jazz at Lincoln 

Center, Duke University’s Center on Leadership and Ethics, the  
Berlin School of Creative Leadership and the Secure Borders 
Open Doors Advisory Committee (SBODAC), a joint initia-
tive of the U.S. Departments of State and Homeland Security.

Bruce Riedel
UnItEd StatES
Bruce Riedel is senior fellow for political 
transitions in the Middle East and South 
Asia in the Saban Center for Middle East 
Policy at the Brookings Institution. He re-
tired from government after twenty-nine 

years of service at the Central Intelligence Agency including 
postings overseas in the Middle East and Europe. He was a se-
nior advisor on the Middle East to former Presidents George 
W. Bush, William J. Clinton and George H.W. Bush at the  
National Security Council. He was also deputy assistant sec-
retary of defense for the Near East and South Asia at the 
Pentagon and a senior advisor at NATO. Riedel was a mem-
ber of former President Clinton’s peace team at the Camp 
David, Wye River, and Shepherdstown summits. His work 
at Brookings has focused on terrorism issues. His studies 
on al-Qa’ida, Hizballah and Hamas have been published in 
Foreign Affairs and Survival. He is the author of The Search 
for Al Qaeda: Its Leadership, Ideology, and Future (2008). He 
has a B.A. from Brown University, an M.A. from Harvard 
University, and has studied at the Royal College of Defence 
Studies in London.

Michael L. Ross
UnItEd StatES 
Michael L. Ross is associate professor of po-
litical science at the University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles, and acting director of the 
Center for Southeast Asian Studies. He was 
previously assistant professor of political sci-

ence at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (1996-2001) 
and visiting scholar at the World Bank (2000). In 2003, he was 
a member of the advisory committee to the Extractive Industries 
Review, which advised the World Bank on reforming its oil, gas, 
and minerals policies. Since 2006, Ross has served on the advi-
sory board of the Revenue Watch Institute, a non-profit group 
that promotes better governance in resource-rich countries. He 
has published widely on the political and economic problems 
that face oil-rich countries, and on civil war, democracy, and 
the role of women. Ross received his M.A. and Ph.D. in politics 
from Princeton University, and his B.A. from the University of 
California, Santa Cruz.

Nadia Roumani
UnItEd StatES 
Nadia Roumani is the consultant program 
officer for the Doris Duke Foundation for 
Islamic Art’s Building Bridges Program. She 
is also director of the American Muslim Civ-
ic Leadership Institute, a program housed 

at the University of Southern California’s Center for Religion 
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and Civic Culture and working in partnership with George-
town University.  In addition, she is the principal of Roumani 
Consulting LLC, through which she has consulted for several 
international organizations, foundations, and nonprofit orga-
nizations including the World Bank, United Nations Alliance 
of Civilizations, UNDP, Ashoka, the Brookings Institution, 
and the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. Roumani has served as the 
interim director for the Women Leaders Intercultural Forum; 
senior associate with the Carnegie Council on Ethics and Inter-
national Affairs; and assistant director of the Initiative for Policy 
Dialogue (IPD), directed by Nobel Laureate Joseph Stiglitz. She 
received her M.A. in international affairs from Columbia Uni-
versity and her B.A. in economics and international relations 
from Stanford University.

David Rubenstein
UnItEd StatES 
David M. Rubenstein is co-found-
er and managing director of The Carlyle 
Group, one of the world’s largest private 
equity firms. Prior to co-founding Car-
lyle, he practiced law in New York and 

Washington, DC, and served for four years, beginning at the 
age of 27, as the deputy domestic policy assistant to former 
president Jimmy Carter. He serves as president of the Wash-
ington Economic Club, vice-chairman of the Lincoln Cen-
ter for Performing Arts (where he chairs its redevelopment 
campaign), and a member of the board of trustees of the 
Kennedy Center for Performing Arts, the Council on For-
eign Relations, Sloan Kettering Memorial Hospital, Johns 
Hopkins Medicine, the Institute for Advance Study, and the 
Smithsonian’s American History and Natural History Mu-
seums. Rubenstein is now a trustee of Duke University, the 
University of Chicago, and Johns Hopkins University. He is 
a 1970 graduate of Duke University, and an l973 graduate of 
the University of Chicago Law School, where he served as an 
editor of the Law Review. 

Oussama Safa
LEBanOn
Oussama Safa is the secretary general of 
Lebanon’s Green Party, and general director 
of the Lebanese Center for Policy Studies, 
an independent public policy think tank 
based in Beirut. An expert on Lebanese and 

contemporary Arab politics, he is responsible for overseeing the 
entire center’s research projects and the development and imple-
mentation of democracy, good governance and anti-corruption 
programs. He has also been working on security sector reform, 
peace building, electoral reforms and concepts of peaceful dis-
pute resolution. Prior to this, Safa was an adviser to the secre-
tariat of the World Economic Forum’s Council of 100 Leaders, 
where he co-led a project on Christian-Muslim dialogue. Until 
April 2004 he lived in Rabat, Morocco where he launched and 
managed community peace building programs, labor mediation 
initiatives and alternative dispute resolution projects with the 
Ministry of Justice. 

Barham Salih
IraQ
Barham Salih is deputy prime minister of 
Iraq and chairman on several committees, 
including economic affairs, contracts and 
energy. A leading Iraqi Kurdish politician, 
Salih previously served as prime minister of 

the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan before being elected to the 
Iraqi National Assembly as part of the Democratic Patriotic Al-
liance of Kurdistan. He has also served as deputy prime minister 
of the Iraqi Interim Government and minister of planning in 
the Iraqi Transitional Government of 2006. Salih received his 
Ph.D. in engineering and statistics from Liverpool University. 

Sima Samar
aFGHanIStan
Sima Samar is chairperson of the Afghani-
stan Independent Human Rights Commis-
sion, the first human rights commission 
in Afghanistan’s history. She also serves as 
United Nation’s special rapporteur on the 

situation of human rights in Sudan. Previously, Samar served 
as deputy chair and minister of women’s affairs for the interim 
administration of Afghanistan, and as vice-chair of the Loya 
Jirga Assembly. She founded and directs the Shuhada Organi-
zation in Quetta, Pakistan, which runs health, education and 
income generation projects for women and girls in Afghanistan 
and those living as refugees in Pakistan. Samar is the recipient 
of numerous international awards for her work.

Cynthia P. Schneider
UnItEd StatES
Cynthia P. Schneider is a distinguished 
professor in the practice of diplomacy at 
Georgetown University and nonresident 
senior fellow with the Saban Center at 
Brookings’ Project on U.S. Relations with 

the Islamic World. A former art history professor, Schneider 
leads the Arts and Culture Initiative at Brookings, where she 
publishes and organizes initiatives in the field of cultural di-
plomacy, with a focus on relations with the global Muslim 
community. From 1998-2001 she served as U.S. ambassador 
to the Netherlands. During the 1980s, Schneider curated 
exhibitions at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and the 
National Gallery in Washington. She serves on the boards of 
directors of Wesley Theological Seminary and the Institute of 
Cultural Diplomacy. Schneider received her B.A. and Ph.D. 
from Harvard University. 

Ismail Serageldin
EGypt
Ismail Serageldin is director of the Library 
of Alexandria. He serves as chair and mem-
ber of a number of advisory committees for 
academic, research, scientific and interna-
tional institutions and civil society efforts 
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which includes the Institut d’Egypte, TWAS (Third World Acad-
emy of Sciences), the Indian National Academy of Agricultural  
Sciences and the European Academy of Sciences and Arts. 
Serageldin is former chairman of the Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural Research (1994-2000), founder and 
former chairman of the Global Water Partnership (1996-2000) 
and was distinguished professor at Wageningen University in 
the Netherlands. He has also served in a number of capacities 
at the World Bank, including as vice president for environmen-
tally and socially sustainable development (1992-1998), and for 
special programs (1998-2000). He has published over 60 books 
and monographs and over 200 papers on a variety of topics. 
Serageldin holds a B.S. in engineering from Cairo University, as 
well as a Master’s degree and a Ph.D. from Harvard University, 
and has received 22 honorary doctorates. 

Salman Shaikh
UnItEd kInGdOM
Salman Shaikh is a consultant working 
on conflict resolution and mediation is-
sues in the Middle East and South Asia 
regions. His current focus is on the in-
volvement of radical Islamic parties in 

peace-making and state-building efforts. He is also a special 
representative to the Muslim-West Facts Initiative in Europe. 
Until recently, Shaikh worked as director for policy and re-
search in the Office of Her Highness, Sheikha Mozah Bint 
Nasser Al-Missned. Previously, he worked with the United 
Nations, primarily on Middle East policy-related and peace-
making issues, including as special assistant to the UN Special  
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process (2000-2003); 
political adviser to the UN Personal Representative for Leba-
non (2006); special advisor on the Middle East to the Secre-
tary-General (2006-2007); and special assistant on the Middle 
East and Asia to two consecutive heads of the political depart-
ment at UN Headquarters (2003-2006). Shaikh received his 
B.A. from Loughborough and M.A. from Canterbury Uni-
versity. 

Brooke Shearer
UnItEd StatES
Brooke Shearer is executive director of the 
Turquoise Mountain Foundation and acts 
as a consultant to several global health or-
ganizations. She is a member of the Interna-
tional Advisory Board of the Bonita Trust, 

a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and serves cur-
rently as a consultant with the International Partnership for 
Microbicides. Previously, Shearer served as the first executive 
director of Yale University’s World Fellows Program (WFP). 
During her eight years of government service in the Clinton 
administration, Shearer headed the President’s Commission on 
White House Fellowships. She also worked as a senior advi-
sor in the Office of the Secretary of Interior, where she initi-
ated a global conservation partnership with The World Bank 
and other multilateral development organizations to advance 
the development of national parks and protected areas. In the 

early 1970s, she was resident Eastern Europe correspondent for 
the London Sunday Times and a regulator contributor to sev-
eral publications, including The Christian Science Monitor and 
The Washington Post. Shearer received her undergraduate degree 
from Stanford University. 

Christopher Shields
UnItEd StatES
Christopher Shields is founder and execu-
tive chairman of Festival Network, where 
his focus is on industry strategy and merg-
ers and acquisitions. The Festival Network 
(FN) develops, acquires and produces 

multi-day music festivals and live entertainment properties 
in unique destinations around the globe—from Los Ange-
les to New York City, Abu Dhabi to Timbuktu. FN’s prede-
cessor company was led by George Wein, who pioneered 
the popular music “festival era” in 1954 with the creation of 
the world famous Newport Jazz Festival®, New Orleans Jazz 
and Heritage Festivals and many, more. The Festival Net-
work continues this legacy by ever-adding new festivals to its  
roster while simultaneously invigorating the branded festivals 
with innovative programming, a robust media platform, part-
nership opportunities and unique audience experiences. Shields 
is a returning panelist at the Doha Forum, at the United Na-
tions and at the Mahabba Festival in Abu Dhabi focused on 
cross-cultural bridge building initiatives. He received his B.A. 
from Columbia University and studied jazz theory at the Berk-
lee College of Music.

Zafar Siddiqi
UnItEd araB EMIratES 
Zafar Siddiqi is a fellow of the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants in England and 
Wales. He was with KPMG for 18 years ini-
tially as a partner and later as the managing 
director of one of its consultancy practices. 

Having extensive experience in the Middle East and South Asia, 
he left the profession in 1996 and established a television pro-
duction company. He is currently chairman of CNBC Africa 
and CNBC Arabiya, president of CNBC Pakistan, chairman of 
SAAMA TV and chairman of Murdoch University Internation-
al Study Centre in Dubai. He is a director on the board of the 
Academy of Science and Arts of New York and has attended the 
KPMG partner development program at Stanford University.

Hussain Sinjari
IraQ
Hussain Sinjari is founder and president of 
Tolerancy International. Previously, he was 
deputy minister for reconstruction and devel-
opment, and later minister of the municipali-
ties for the Government of Iraqi Kurdistan. 

He has also taught sociology at the University of Salahuddin in 
Erbil. Sinjari received his M.A. from the University of Essex in 
England, and his B.A. from the University of Baghdad.
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Benjamin Smith
UnItEd StatES
Benjamin Smith is associate professor and 
associate chair in the department of po-
litical science at the University of Florida. 
Before arriving at UF, he was an academy 
scholar at the Harvard Academy for Inter-

national and Area Studies, founded by the late Samuel Hun-
tington. Smith’s first book, Hard Times in the Lands of Plenty: 
Oil Politics in Iran and Indonesia, was published in 2007 by 
Cornell University Press. He has also published articles on the 
politics of resource wealth and authoritarianism in World Poli-
tics, the American Journal of Political Science, the Journal of In-
ternational Affairs, and in other journals and edited volumes. 
Smith received a B.A. from Claremont McKenna College and 
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Washington 
in Seattle.

M. Din Syamsuddin
IndOnESIa
M. Din Syamsuddin is currently chairman 
of Indonesia’s oldest Islamic organization, 
Muhammadiyah. He is also vice chairman 
of the Indonesian Ulama Council, chairman 
of the Centre for Dialogue and Cooperation 

among Civilisations (CDCC) and honorary president of the 
World Conference on Religions for Peace. On December 12, 
2008, Universal Peace Federation awarded him as “Ambassador 
for Peace” in Manila. Syamsuddin is a professor of Islamic political 
thought at State Islamic University, Jakarta, and was elected 
president and moderator of the Asian Conference on Religion 
for Peace (ACRP), which was first convened in Singapore in 
1976 and designed to reanimate the Asian religious and cultural 
heritage, to preserve human dignity, and to promote justice and 
peace in the Asia-Pacific region. Syamsuddin obtained his M.A. 
and Ph.D. from UCLA.
 

Sayyid Syeed
UnItEd StatES 
Sayyid M. Syeed is national director of the 
Islamic Society of North America’s Office 
of Interfaith and Community Alliance. A 
former general secretary of the Association 
of Muslim Social Scientists (AMSS), Syeed 

is one of the founders of the quarterly ,American Journal of 
Islamic Social Sciences (AJISS). He has also served as chair-
man of the editorial board of Islamic Horizons, and serves on 
the boards of advisors of the Institute for Religion and Social 
Policy and Faith in Public Life. Syeed received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award for distinguished service in furthering 
the Islamic tradition in North America, and has been invited 
to speak on American Muslim and Islamic issues on NBC, 
CBS, CBN, ABC, as well as the national networks of Turkey, 
Malaysia, Sudan, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. He was awarded 
an honorary doctorate of letters by the Graduate Theological 
Foundation.

Khaldoon Tabaza
JOrdan
Khaldoon Tabaza is CEO and chairman of 
Riyada Ventures, a regional venture capital 
firm focused on the technology, telecom, 
media, clean tech, and healthcare indus-
tries in the Middle East and internationally. 

Before establishing Riyada Ventures in 2005, he founded and 
managed several media, technology, and venture capital orga-
nizations including Arabian Communications and Publishing, 
Arabia Online, Arab Advisors Group, Ideavelopers, and NetAd-
vantage. He has lived and worked in Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Ku-
wait, Egypt, and the United Arab Emirates. Tabaza was selected 
in 2007 as a Young Global Leader by the World Economic Fo-
rum. His firm, Riyada Ventures, was elected the Best MENA 
Venture Capital firm in 2008. He graduated from the Univer-
sity of Jordan with a degree in medicine and surgery.

Shirin Tahir-Kheli
UnItEd StatES
Shirin Tahir-Kheli is former senior adviser 
to the secretary of state for women’s em-
powerment, and was special assistant to the 
president and senior director for democ-
racy, human rights and international opera-

tions at the National Security Council. Previously, Tahir-Kheli 
was research professor at Johns Hopkins University’s School of 
Advanced International Studies in Washington, where she was 
the founding director of the South Asia Program at the Foreign 
Policy Institute. She was appointed alternate United States rep-
resentative to the United Nations for special political affairs, and 
has served as director of Political Military Affairs and director of 
Near East and South Asian Affairs with the National Security 
Council staff. She was also member of the policy planning staff 
at the Department of State. She served as head of the United 
States Delegation to the United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights, and was appointed by George W. Bush to the U.S. Com-
mission on International Religious Freedom. Tahir-Kheli has an 
M.A. and a Ph.D. in international relations from the University 
of Pennsylvania, and a B.A. from Ohio Wesleyan University. 

Strobe Talbott
UnItEd StatES
Strobe Talbott became president of the 
Brookings Institution in July 2002. He was 
previously founding director of the Yale Cen-
ter for the Study of Globalization. Talbott 
served in the U.S. Department of State from 
1993 to 2001, first as ambassador-at-large 

and special advisor to the secretary of state for the Newly Inde-
pendent States of the former Soviet Union, and then as deputy 
secretary of state for seven years. He entered government after 
twenty-one years with Time magazine, during which he covered 
Eastern Europe, the U.S. Department of State, and the White 
House. He was Time’s Washington bureau chief, editor-at-large 
and foreign affairs columnist. He began his publishing career 
by translating and editing two volumes of Nikita Khrushchev’s 
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memoirs and has written eight books. His most recent book is 
The Great Experiment: The Story of Ancient Empires, Modern States, 
and the Quest for a Global Nation (2008). A Rhodes Scholar, Tal-
bott received a B.A. from Yale University and an M.Litt. from 
Oxford University.

Shibley Telhami
UnItEd StatES
Shibley Telhami is a nonresident senior fel-
low at the Saban Center for Middle East 
Policy at the Brookings Institution and the 
Anwar Sadat Professor for Peace and Devel-
opment at the University of Maryland. He 

is the author of The Stakes: America and the Middle East (2002) 
and Power and Leadership in International Bargaining: The Path 
to the Camp David Accords (1990), and coauthor of Liberty and 
Power: A Dialogue on Religion and U.S. Foreign Policy in an 
Unjust World (2004). He was an advisor to the U.S. Mission 
to the United Nations and to Congressman Lee H. Hamilton 
(D-Indiana). Telhami received a B.A. from Queens College of 
the City University of New York, an M.A. from the Graduate 
Theological Union, Berkeley, and a Ph.D. from the University 
of California, Berkeley.

Suhaib Webb
UnItEd StatES
Suhaib Webb is an American Islamic activ-
ist, speaker, and religious scholar, known for 
his rapport with American Muslim youth. 
Recently, Webb was appointed head of the 
English translation department at the pres-

tigious Egyptian House of Fatwa by Ali Guma’a, grand mufti 
of Egypt. He was born William Webb in 1972 in Oklahoma, 
where he grew up in a Christian family. After a three-year pe-
riod of exposure to Islam through local Muslim acquaintances, 
he became a Muslim himself in 1992 and at the age of twenty, 
took the name Suhaib. After studying Islam in the United States 
and working as an Imam and teacher, he moved in 2004 with 
his wife and children to Cairo, where he currently studies at Al-
Azhar Islamic University. Webb has been an active member of 
the Muslim American Society and its youth department for the 
last ten years. He is popular for his familiarity with American 
youth culture, accessible personality, and moderate approach to 
Islam. Webb’s teachings have consistently attempted to propa-
gate understanding amongst Western Muslims that they are 
Western, and Muslim at the same time, and that this is not a 
need for conflict, but a reality which obligates the performance 
of social services by American and European Muslims to help 
people from all backgrounds living in their societies.

Lucas Welch 
UnItEd StatES
Lucas Welch is president and founder of 
Soliya, a nonprofit organization which uses 
new media technologies to develop a global 
network of young adults and empowering 
them to bridge the divide between the West 

and the Arab/Muslim world. The primary way in which Soliya 
achieves this goal is through its “Connect Program,” which en-
ables university students in the Middle East, North Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the United States to engage in intensive facilitated 
dialogue and collaborative media production, all in a rich on-
line environment as part of an accredited course. Prior to his 
work with Soliya, Welch worked as a producer for ABC News 
with Peter Jennings and taught media at Birzeit University. He 
is a TED Fellow, a “Global Expert” for the UN’s Alliance of 
Civilizations Initiative and was named one of the “world’s best 
emerging social entrepreneurs” by Echoing Green. 

Tamara Cofman Wittes
UnItEd StatES
Tamara Cofman Wittes is senior fellow and 
director of the Saban Center at Brookings’ 
Middle East Democracy and Development 
(MEDD) Project. The MEDD Project 
conducts research into political and eco-

nomic reform in the region and US efforts to promote democ-
racy there. It also hosts visiting fellows from the Middle East. 
Before joining the Saban Center in December 2003, Wittes 
served as Middle East specialist at the US Institute of Peace 
and previously as director of programs at the Middle East In-
stitute in Washington. She has also taught courses in interna-
tional relations and security studies at Georgetown University. 
Wittes was one of the first recipients of the Rabin-Peres Peace 
Award, established by President Bill Clinton in 1997. She is 
the author of a recent book entitled Freedom’s Unsteady March: 
America’s Role in Building Arab Democracy (Brookings Press), 
and editor of How Israelis and Palestinians Negotiate: A Cross-
Cultural Analysis of the Oslo Peace Process (USIP, 2005). Other 
recent work includes “What Price Freedom? Assessing the Bush  
Administration’s Freedom Agenda,” and “Back to Balancing 
in the Middle East,” co-authored with Martin S. Indyk. Her 
analyses of U.S. democracy promotion, Arab politics, the 
Middle East peace process, and other policy topics have been 
published in the Washington Post, Policy Review, Political Sci-
ence Quarterly, the American Interest, the Weekly Standard, and 
the Chronicle of Higher Education, among others. Wittes holds 
a B.A. in Judaic and Near Eastern Studies from Oberlin Col-
lege; her M.A. and Ph.D. in Government are from George-
town University. She is a member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations.
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Ali Willis
Qatar
Ali Willis has been the executive producer 
of the Doha Debates since their inception 
in 2004. The Doha Debates, a project of 
the Qatar Foundation, are the premier fo-
rum for debate and free speech in the Arab 

world and are chaired by award-winning journalist Tim Se-
bastian. They are filmed at the headquarters of Qatar Founda-
tion and broadcast around the globe on the BBC World News 
international television channel each month. Before moving 
to Doha, Willis was a journalist with BBC News for over 10 
years—first based in Russia in the BBC’s Moscow Bureau, and 
then in London on the talk show “HardTalk with Tim Sebas-
tian”. Ali has an M.A. in Russian literature and international 
politics from the University of St. Andrews in Scotland.

Michael Wolfe
UnItEd StatES
Michael Wolfe is an author, film producer, 
and co-director of the MOST Resource 
Center, Los Angeles, CA. His books about 
Islam include The Hadj, a first-person travel 
account; One Thousand Roads to Mecca, an 

anthology of ten centuries of travelers writing about the Muslim 
pilgrimage; and a collection of essays by American Muslims en-
titled Taking Back Islam: American Muslims Reclaim Their Faith, 
which won the Wilbur Award for “Best Book of the Year on a 
Religious Theme.” He has produced half a dozen documentaries 
for national and international television broadcast, including 
Muhammad: Legacy of a Prophet, Cities of Light, Prince among 
Slaves, On a Wing and a Prayer, Allah Made Me Funny, and Talk-
ing through Walls. Michael is also co-founder and president of 
Unity Productions Foundation, an educational media founda-
tion focused on promoting peace through the media. 

Robert Wright
UnItEd StatES
Robert Wright is founder and editor-in-
chief of Bloggingheads.tv, a video dialogue 
website whose content is regularly featured 
in the New York Times. Wright, a Schwartz 
Senior Fellow at the New America Foun-

dation, is the author of Nonzero: The Logic of Human Destiny, 
which was named a New York Times Book Review “Notable 
Book for 2000” and has been published in nine languages; and 
The Moral Animal: Evolutionary Psychology and Everyday Life, 
which was named by the New York Times Book Review as one 
of the “12 Best Books of 1994” and has been published in 12 
languages. Wright is a contributing editor at the New Republic, 
Time magazine, and Slate. He has also written for the Atlantic 
Monthly, the New Yorker, and the New York Times Magazine. 
His awards include the National Magazine Award for Essay and 
Criticism.

Ahmed Younis
UnItEd StatES
Ahmed Younis is a senior consultant for 
Gallup and a senior analyst for the Gallup 
Center for Muslim Studies and the Mus-
lim-West Facts Initiative. He is the author 
of American Muslims: Voir Dire [Speak the 

Truth], a post-Sept. 11 look at the reality of debate surrounding 
American Muslims and their country. He is a regular speaker at 
government conferences, briefings, and events covering topics 
such as terrorist financing, public diplomacy, identity/integra-
tion, and issues affecting Western Muslim communities. Younis 
is a frequent guest on television and radio shows, including: Fox’s 
“The O’Reilly Factor,” PBS’s “The News Hour With Jim Leh-
rer,” CNN’s “Anderson Cooper 360°,” and Al-Jazeera. Ahmed’s 
work has also been featured in many leading U.S. newspapers, 
including the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, and the 
Washington Post, as well as newspapers in 14 countries. Younis 
served as national director of the Muslim Public Affairs Council 
(MPAC) from 2004 to January 2007. He is a graduate of Wash-
ington & Lee University School of Law.

Naima Zitan
MOrOCCO
Naima Zitan is founder and president of 
the Association “Theatre Aquarium.” She 
has been an adviser to the Global Fund for 
Women in Morocco since 2004. The winner 
of the Higher Institute of Dramatic Art and 

Cultural Activities, she has been a drama teacher in the Faculty 
of Education since 2007, as well as the professor in animation 
at the National Museum of Science and Archaeological Heri-
tage. She has been the head of the department of theater at the 
Ministry of Culture of Morocco, and is the head of Service of 
Study and Research of Folk Art at the Ministry of Culture in 
Morocco. A playwright and director of nine plays, she has orga-
nized festivals at the Ministry of Culture in Morocco, and is the 
moderator of the TV show “yaz” since 2004.

Moneef Rafe’ Zou’bi
JOrdan
Moneef Rafe’ Zou’bi is director general of 
the Islamic World Academy of Sciences in 
Jordan since 1998. He has been involved in 
scientific missions in more than 50 countries 
and has devoted all his energy to turning the 

IAS into an international academy of sciences that is engaged 
in bridging scientific and technological, development, and even 
political divides between countries, cultures and civilizations. 
He has written extensively on science and technology topics, 
and has given lectures on such subjects across the world. Zou’bi 
has also published over 40 papers, and edited and co-edited 10 
books on topics such as higher education, the environment, 
water resources and transformational technologies. Prior to his 
career at IAS, Zou’bi served in the Royal Corps of Engineers in 
the Jordanian Armed Forces.
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The Center for 
Global Justice and 
Reconciliation

The Center for Global Justice and Reconciliation 
(CGJR) is the Washington National Cathedral’s plat-
form for international affairs. Founded in 2005, the 
center focuses its efforts on poverty, social justice, and 
peacemaking initiatives around the globe. It forges ef-
fective partnerships between Christian denominations, 
interfaith partners, governments, multilateral institu-
tions, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and 
the private sector to address the root causes of human 
suffering. CGJR leverages the prominence and con-
vening power of the Cathedral to gather leaders from 
religious and secular institutions to advance human 
rights initiatives around the world. Our location in the 
nation’s capital allows for a mutual exchange of ideas 
and information with our nation’s lawmakers as well as 
leaders in NGOs and the international community.

Doris Duke Charitable 
Foundation
The mission of the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation is to im-
prove the quality of people’s lives 

through grants supporting the performing arts, envi-
ronmental conservation, medical research and the pre-
vention of child maltreatment, and through preserva-
tion of the cultural and environmental legacy of Doris 
Duke’s properties. Established in 1996, the founda-
tion supports four national grantmaking programs. 
It also oversees three properties that were owned by 
Doris Duke in Hillsborough, New Jersey; Honolulu, 
Hawaii; and Newport, Rhode Island. The foundation 
is headquartered in New York and is governed by a 
ten-member Board of Trustees. The DDCF’s activities 

are guided by the will of Doris Duke, who endowed 
the foundation with financial assets that totaled ap-
proximately $1.8 billion as of December 31, 2006. The 
foundation regularly evaluates and modifies its alloca-
tion of resources from the endowment to support the 
programs and properties and to respond to fluctuations 
in portfolio returns.

The Gallup Organization
The Gallup Organization has 

studied human nature and behavior for more than 70 
years. Gallup employs many of the world’s leading sci-
entists in management, economics, psychology, and 
sociology. Gallup consultants help organizations boost 
organic growth by increasing customer engagement and 
maximizing employee productivity through measure-
ment tools, coursework, and strategic advisory services. 
Gallup’s 2,000 professionals deliver services at client 
organizations, through the Web, at Gallup University’s 
campuses, and in 40 offices around the world.

QatarDebate
QatarDebate, the National 
Debating Organization for 

Qatar and a member of Qatar Foundation, is a civic 
engagement initiative which aims to develop and sup-
port the standard of open discussion and debate among 
students and young people in Qatar and the broader 
Arab World. It was established in September 2007 
with the aim of developing, supporting and raising the  
standard of open discussion and debate among stu-
dents in Qatar and across the Middle East, shaping the 
Global Citizens of today and the intellectual leaders 
of tomorrow. Since our founding in 2007, over 2500 
students have participated in QatarDebate’s annual 
program of workshops, and we now have a presence 
in over 30 schools and universities in Qatar. QatarDe-

partner Organizations

Gallup
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bate runs intensive workshops for students, an annual 
debate league and national competitions, selects the 
Qatar National Schools’ Debating Team, and produc-
es media resources for use in schools and universities 
across the Arab World. QatarDebate currently works 
with students in secondary schools (12+) and universi-
ties in Qatar, and in 2009 will also begin incorporating 
preparatory school students into our programs. Going 
forward, in February 2010 Qatar will host the World 
Schools’ Debating Championships in the Arab World 
for the first time. 

Soliya
Soliya is a pioneering 
non-profit organization 
using new technologies 

to facilitate dialogue between students from diverse 
backgrounds across the globe. Our flagship program, 

the Connect Program, uses the latest web-conferencing 
technology to bridge the gap between university stu-
dents in the Middle East, North Africa, Europe and the 
United States. In a time when media plays an increas-
ingly powerful role in shaping peoples’ viewpoints on 
political issues, Soliya provides students with the op-
portunity, skills, and tools to shape and articulate their 
own viewpoints on some of the most pressing global is-
sues facing their generation. Soliya’s Connect Program 
is facilitated by a cross-cultural team of young leaders 
drawn from over 25 different countries. To prepare 
these facilitators to fulfill their role, Soliya offers an 18 
hour facilitation training course, via Soliya’s custom-
made web-conferencing application. The training pro-
vides facilitators with transferable collaborative lead-
ership and conflict resolution skills that they can use 
both via Soliya’s programs, and in other contexts at a 
local, regional, and global level.
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On behalf of the Saban Center at Brookings, we would like to express our deep 
appreciation to the Brookings staff for all their hard work in organizing and 
facilitating this Forum.
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The Project on U.S. Relations with the Islamic World is a major research program housed within the Saban Center 
for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution. The project conducts high-quality public policy research, and 
con¬venes policy makers and opinion leaders on the major issues surrounding the relationship between the United 
States and the Muslim world. The Project seeks to engage and inform policymakers, practitioners, and the broader 
public on developments in Muslim countries and communities, and the nature of their relationship with the United 
States. To¬gether with the affiliated Brookings Doha Center in Qatar, it sponsors a range of events, initiatives, research 
projects, and publications designed to educate, encourage frank dialogue, and build positive partnerships between the 
United States and the Muslim world. The Project has several interlocking components:

n   The U.S.-Islamic World Forum, which brings together key leaders in the fields of politics, business, media, 
aca¬demia, and civil society from across the Muslim world and the United States, for much needed discussion and 
dialogue;

n   A Visiting Fellows program, for scholars and journalists from the Muslim world to spend time researching and 
writ¬ing at Brookings in order to inform U.S. policy makers on key issues facing Muslim states and communi-
ties;

n   A series of Brookings Analysis Papers and Monographs that provide needed analysis of the vital issues of joint 
con¬cern between the U.S. and the Muslim world;

n   An Arts and Culture Initiative, which seeks to develop a better understanding of how arts and cultural leaders and 
organizations can increase understanding between the United States and the global Muslim community;

n   A Science and Technology Initiative, which examines the role cooperative science and technology programs 
involv¬ing the U.S. and Muslim world can play in responding to regional development and education needs, as 
well as fostering positive relations;

n   A Faith Leaders Initiative which brings together representatives of the major Abrahamic faiths from the United 
States and the Muslim world to discuss actionable programs for bridging the religious divide;

n   A Brookings Institution Press Book Series, which aims to synthesize the project’s findings for public dissemina-
tion. 

The underlying goal of the Project is to continue the Brookings Institution’s original mandate to serve as a bridge 
between scholarship and public policy. It seeks to bring new knowledge to the attention of decision-makers and 
opinion-leaders, as well as afford scholars, analysts, and the public a better insight into policy issues. The Project is 
supported through the generosity of a range of sponsors including the Government of the State of Qatar, The Ford 
Foundation, The Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, and the Carnegie Corporation, and the Institute for Social 
Policy Understanding.

The Project Conveners are Martin Indyk, senior fellow and director of the Saban Center; Carlos Pascual, vice president 
and director of Foreign Policy Studies; Stephen R. Grand, fellow and director of the Project on U.S. Relations with 
the Islamic World; Peter W. Singer, senior fellow and director of the 21st Century Defense Initiative; Shibley Telhami, 
nonresident senior fellow and Anwar Sadat Chair for Peace and Development at the University of Maryland; Bruce 
Riedel, senior fellow in the Saban Center; and Hady Amr, director of the Brookings Doha Center.
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about the Saban Center for Middle East policy at Brookings

THE SABAN CENTER FOR MIDDLE EAST POLICY was established on May 13, 2002 with 
an inaugural address by His Majesty King Abdullah II of Jordan. The creation of the Saban Center reflects 
the Brookings Institution’s commitment to expand dramatically its research and analysis of Middle East 
policy issues at a time when the region has come to dominate the U.S. foreign policy agenda. 

The Saban Center provides Washington policymakers with balanced, objective, in-depth and timely research 
and policy analysis from experienced and knowledgeable scholars who can bring fresh perspectives to bear 
on the critical problems of the Middle East. The center upholds the Brookings tradition of being open to a 
broad range of views. The Saban Center’s central objective is to advance understanding of developments in 
the Middle East through policy-relevant scholarship and debate. 

The center’s foundation was made possible by a generous grant from Haim and Cheryl Saban of Los Angeles. 
Ambassador Martin S. Indyk, senior fellow in Foreign Policy Studies, is the director of the Saban Center. 
Kenneth M. Pollack is the center’s director of research. Joining them is a core group of Middle East experts 
who conduct original research and develop innovative programs to promote a better understanding of the 
policy choices facing American decision makers in the Middle East. They include Tamara Cofman Wittes, 
a specialist on political reform in the Arab world who directs the Project on Middle East Democracy and 
Development; Bruce Riedel, who served as a senior advisor to three Presidents on the Middle East and South 
Asia at the National Security Council during a twenty-nine year career in the CIA, a specialist on counter-
terrorism; Suzanne Maloney, a former senior State Department official who focuses on Iran and economic 
development; Stephen R. Grand, fellow and director of the Project on U.S. Relations with the Islamic World; 
Hady Amr, fellow and director of the Brookings Doha Center; Shibley Telhami, who holds the Sadat Chair at 
the University of Maryland; and Daniel Byman, a Middle East terrorism expert from Georgetown University. 
The center is located in the Foreign Policy Studies Program at Brookings, led by Brookings Vice President 
Carlos Pascual. 

The Saban Center is undertaking path breaking research in five areas: the implications of regime change 
in Iraq, including post-war nation-building and Persian Gulf security; the dynamics of Iranian domestic 
politics and the threat of nuclear proliferation; mechanisms and requirements for a two-state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict; policy for the war against terrorism, including the continuing challenge of state-
sponsorship of terrorism; and political and economic change in the Arab world, and the methods required 
to promote democratization.




