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Public Mapping Project Goals

» ldentify principles for transparency in redistricting
» ldentify barriers to participation in redistricting

» Enable the public to draw maps of the communities and
redistricting plans for their states

» Provide public input for accepting redistricting authorities
» Inform the public debate about redistricting criteria

» Provide maps for courts where litigation occurs



Four Pillars to Public Mapping

Software Development Public Mapping Project

Data Collection The Election Data Archive

. . Gerrymandering: Documentary Film
Public Education

Brennan Center for Justice

. . . Ongoing through state partners like the
Dissemination Midwest Democracy Network, Brookings

Institution, and other organizations


http://www.publicmapping.org/�
http://dvn.iq.harvard.edu/dvn/dv/eda�
http://gerrymanderingmovie.com/�
http://www.brennancenter.org�
http://www.brennancenter.org/�
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Transparency Principles

All redistricting plans should include
sufficient information such that the

public can verify, reproduce, and
evaluate a plan.

The criteria used to evaluate plans and
districts should be documented.




Transparency Principles

Endorsements

* Americans for Redistricting Reform

* Brennan Center for Justice

* Campaign Legal Center

* Center for Governmental Studies

* Center for Voting and Democracy

* Common Cause

* Demos

* League of Women Voters of the United States

Dissemination

* Principles posted on Brookings website
* Michael P. McDonald and Micah Altman. "Pulling Back the Curtain on Redistricting."
The Washington Post, July 9,2010.
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¥ News Public Mapping Project
Public Mapping
Project News The drawing of electoral districts is among the least transparent processes in
News from the democratic governance. All too often, redistricting authorities maintain their power by
States obstructing public participation. The resulting districts embody the goals of politicians to
the detriment of the representational interests of communities and the public at large.

Congressional
Redistricting

Forecast We seek to change this power balance by making it possible for the public to draw the

boundaries of their communities and to generate redistricting plans for their state and
Educational localities -- through their web-browsers. The Public Mapping Project is developing
Materials District Builder, an open source software redistricting application designed to give the
w Resources public transparent, accessible, and easy-to-use on-line mapping tools.

National This technological innovation will enable greater public participation where redistricting
SR authorities solicit public input. Where redistricting authorities are not responsive to the
Software representational needs of the public, plans drawn by the public may be used as a
Contact yardstick by which to compare a redistricting authority's plan against. And where the
FAQ courts must step in when the regular redistricting process breaks down, judges will have
a greater menu of options to consider.

We are providing access to a prototype. In order to manage the number of users, we
are limiting full access to the prototype to the media and non-profit organizations that
may wish to incorporate the software into their work. If you wish to receive an
account, please send an e-mail with your contact information and affiliation to
support@publicmapping.org. We regret not being able to allow general public access to
the prototype, but we plan to announce soon several partnerships that will enable
public access in many states.

Please note that anyone may obtain a free copy of the software, and that 2 current

Amazon promotion for new Amazon account holders will allow you to run the software
‘ on a minimal-sized server for free. Our testing indicates that this minimal-sized server
| can accommodate up to four simultaneous users without significant performance
degradation. We provide setup instructions on how to install your own copy on the
Amazon servers.

Redistricting Blogs
Americans for Redistricting Reform
Gerrymandering Movie Blog

Open Democrats
Open Geography
The Rose Institute

Washington Posfs WMapping the Future

Partners
Virginia Redistricting Competition

News

Gerrymandering Documentary on DVD
Want to learn more about redistricting? The
Gerrymandering documentary now available on
DVD provides an entertaining overview.
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Choose Your Legislative Body

District Builder My Account
Step 1: Plan

Choose a Plan. Start Drawing.

1. Select Legislative Body | Congressional

Congressional

State House of Representatives
2. Select Plan Type s ola, State Senate

Template Name * Last Edited

01/05/2011 11:55 AM
01/05/2011 3:04 PM

Shared

“mhh"s | | Viaw1~20f2_

Upload Plan

Owner:
Edited:
Shared:
# of Districts:

Start Drawing

Please select a plan



Look Around — Get the Picture

Plan Name: Ohio Sample Plan  Plan saved at 08/11 1 m






Get the Details
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Ohio Sample Plan
Ohio Sample Plan Black 1,125,832
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Make A Plan
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Investigate the Results

District Builder My Account  Logout

pﬁhp,ﬂ—'ﬂmq Slupz'nrnv Step 3: Evaluate = Step 4: Share --

88,184 0.140 FALSE

132,708 0.210 FALSE

District Splits

County Splits Tract Splits

(<l (<] (<] [<]

District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4
District &
District 6
District 7
District 8

2
3
2
1
4
4
2
a

Create and Preview Report | Open report in a new window Go to Share Plan options

Congressional Plan Name: This is it  Plan saved 11/22 at 1:38




Spread the Word

» Share your plans with others
» Have a contest
» Mash up and plug in



|dentify communities of interest
Explore the alternatives

Understand political consequences
Create alternatives to politics-as-usual




Public Mapping Software — Features
Powered by Open Source

__ OpenlLayers
TR geodjango

Summarize

Population balance
Geographic compactness GGOSGF ver
Completeness and contiguity '

Report in depth
» Share

Import & export plans
Run a contest*
* Coming soon

» Create

Create districts and plans

|dentify communities™
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Forecast We seek to change this power balance by making it possible for the public to draw the

boundaries of their communities and to generate redistricting plans for their state and
Educational localities -- through their web-browsers. The Public Mapping Project is developing
Materials District Builder, an open source software redistricting application designed to give the
w Resources public transparent, accessible, and easy-to-use on-line mapping tools.

National This technological innovation will enable greater public participation where redistricting
SR authorities solicit public input. Where redistricting authorities are not responsive to the
Software representational needs of the public, plans drawn by the public may be used as a
Contact yardstick by which to compare a redistricting authority's plan against. And where the
FAQ courts must step in when the regular redistricting process breaks down, judges will have
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We are providing access to a prototype. In order to manage the number of users, we
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public access in many states.

Please note that anyone may obtain a free copy of the software, and that 2 current

Amazon promotion for new Amazon account holders will allow you to run the software
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Amazon servers.

Redistricting Blogs
Americans for Redistricting Reform
Gerrymandering Movie Blog

Open Democrats
Open Geography
The Rose Institute

Washington Posfs WMapping the Future

Partners
Virginia Redistricting Competition

News

Gerrymandering Documentary on DVD
Want to learn more about redistricting? The
Gerrymandering documentary now available on
DVD provides an entertaining overview.
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