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BOOKS AND MAJOR REPORTS OR JOURNAL ISSUES  
 
Toward a Potential Grand Bargain for the Nation,  Bipartisan Policy Center, July 2024.   
  
Rebalancing: Children First. AEI-Brookings Working Group on Childhood in the United States, 

2022.  
  
Paid Leave for Caregiving: Issues and Answers. AEI-Brookings Paid Leave Project, 2020.  
  
Paid Leave for Illness, Medical Needs, and Disabilities: Issues and Answers. AEI-Brookings Paid 

Leave Project, 2020.  
  
A New Contract with the Middle Class (with Richard V. Reeves). The Future of the Middle Class 

Initiative, 2020.  
  
The Forgotten Americans: An Economic Agenda for a Divided Nation. New Haven & London: 

Yale University Press, 2018.   
  
Work, Skills, Community: Restoring Opportunity for the Working Class. Opportunity 

AmericaAEI-Brookings Working Group on the Working Class, 2018.  
  
Paid Family and Medical Leave: An Issue Whose Time Has Come. AEI-Brookings Working 

Group on Paid Family Leave, 2017.  
  
Generation Unbound: Drifting into Sex and Parenthood Without Marriage. Washington, D.C.: 

Brookings Institution, 2014.  
  
Creating an Opportunity Society (with Ron Haskins). Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution 

Press, 2009.  
  
Getting Ahead or Losing Ground? Mobility in America (with Julia Isaacs and Ron Haskins). 

Washington, D.C.: Pew Charitable Trust, 2008.  
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The Next Generation of Anti-Poverty Policies, Future of Children (co-editor with Ron Haskins). 
Brookings Institution and Princeton University 17(2), 2007.  

  
Opportunity in America, The Future of Children (editor). Brookings Institution and Princeton 

University, 2006.  
  
Restoring Fiscal Sanity 2005: Meeting the Long-Run Challenge (co-editor with Alice Rivlin). 

Washington, DC: The Brookings Institution, 2005.  
  
Restoring Fiscal Sanity: How to Balance the Budget (co-editor with Alice Rivlin). Washington, 

DC: The Brookings Institution, 2004.  
  

One Percent for the Kids: New Policies, Brighter Futures for America’s Children (editor). 
Washington: DC: The Brookings Institution, 2003.  

  
Welfare Reform and Beyond: The Future of the Safety Net (co-editor with R. Kent Weaver, Ron   
 Haskins and Andrea Kane). Washington, DC: The Brookings Institution, 2002.  
  
Updating America’s Social Contract: Economic Growth and Opportunity in the New Century   
  (with Rudolph Penner and Timothy Taylor). Washington, DC: The American Assembly, 

The Brookings Institution, The Urban Institute, W.W. Norton & Company, 2000.   
  
Getting Ahead: Economic and Social Mobility in America (with Daniel McMurrer). Washington,   
 DC: Urban Institute Press, 1998.  
  
Welfare Reform: An Analysis of the Issues (editor). Washington, DC: Urban Institute Press, 1995.  
  
Challenge to Leadership: Economic and Social Issues for the Next Decade (editor). Washington, 

DC: Urban Institute Press, 1988.  
  
The Legacy of Reaganomics: Prospects for Long-Term Growth (co-editor with Charles R. 

Hulten). Washington, DC: Urban Institute Press, 1984.  
  
Economic Policy in the Reagan Years (co-author with Charles F. Stone). Washington, DC: Urban 

Institute Press, 1984.  
  
The Reagan Record: An Assessment of America's Changing Domestic Priorities (co-editor with 

John L. Palmer). Cambridge, MA: Ballinger Publishing Company, 1984.  
  
The Reagan Experiment: An Examination of Economic and Social Policies Under the Reagan 

Administration (co-editor with John L. Palmer). Washington, DC: Urban Institute Press, 
1982.  

  
Youth Employment and Public Policy (co-editor with Bernard Anderson). Englewood Cliffs, NJ: 

Prentice-Hall, 1980.  
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Time of Transition: The Growth of Families Headed by Women (with Heather L. Ross). 

Washington, DC: Urban Institute, 1975.  
  
  
  
ARTICLES, CHAPTERS AND POLICY BRIEFS 
 
“Capitalism and Democracy: Will They Survive?”  Can Democracy and Capitalism Be 

Reconciled? Sidney M. Milkis and Scott C. Miller, eds, Oxford University Press, 2025. 
 
Tutoring Corps (with Kai Smith), May 16 2025 
 
Abortion in the U.S.: What You Need to Know (with Kai Smith), May 29, 2024  
 
Saving Democracy, Democracy: A Journal of Ideas, Winter 2023, no 67 
 
Early Childhood Education (with Morgan Welch), May 22, 2023 
  
“Can child care and pre-K help reduce inflation?” (with Harry Holzer), Brookings, June 2, 2022.   
  
“Improving the Fortunes of America’s Working Class,” (with Gary Burtless), In ANNALS 695: 
What Has Happened to the American Working Class since the Great Recession, August 2021.  
  
“No time to spare: Exploring the middle class time squeeze,” (with Tiffany Ford, Jennifer Silva, 
and Morgan Welch), Brookings, February 16 2021.  
  
“A post-COVID plan for the middle class: Tax wealth not work and provide scholarships for 
service,” (with Richard Reeves), Brookings, December 16, 2020.  
  
“‘What if something happens?’: A qualitative study of the American middle class before and 
during the COVID-19 pandemic,” (with Jennifer M. Silva, Tiffany Ford, and Morgan Welch), 
Brookings, November 2020.  
  
“The middle class time squeeze,” (with Katherine Guyot), Brookings, August 18, 2020.  
  
“Taxing wealth transfers through an expanded estate tax,” (with William G. Gale, John 
Sabelhaus, and Christopher Pulliam), Brookings, August 4, 2020.  
  
“Social capital: Why we need it and how we can create more of it,” Brookings, July 16, 2020.  
  
“Women’s work boots middle-class incomes but creates a family time squeeze that needs to be 
eased,” (with Katherine Guyot), Brookings 19A Gender Equality Series, May 2020.   
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https://www.brookings.edu/essay/womens-work-boosts-middle-class-incomes-but-creates-a-family-time-squeeze-that-needs-to-be-eased/
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“A primer on access to and use of paid family leave,” (with Sarah Nzau and Katherine Guyot), 
Brookings, December 5, 2019.  

  
“Capitalism and the future of democracy,” Brookings, July 9, 2019.  
  
“Preventing unplanned pregnancy: Lessons from the states,” (with Katherine Guyot), Brookings, 

June 24, 2019.  
  
“Lots of plans to boost tax credits: which is best?” (with Christopher Pulliam), Brookings, 

January 15, 2019.  
  
“What the forgotten Americans really want – and how to give it to them,” Brookings, October 

2018.  
  
“Following the Evidence to Reduce Unplanned Pregnancy and Improve the Lives of Children and 

Families,” (with Senator Thomas R. Carper and Andrea Kane), In ANNALS 678: 
Evidence-Based Social Policy: The Promise and Challenges of a Movement, July 2018.   

  
“What we know and don’t know about declining labor force participation: A review,” (with 

Eleanor Krause), Brookings, May 17, 2017.  
  
“Creating opportunity for the forgotten Americans,” (with Edward Rodrigue), in Brookings Big 

Ideas for America, edited by Michael E. O’Hanlon, Brookings, October 7, 2016.  
  
“The poor and the middle class need jobs, jobs, and more jobs,” Brookings, October 6, 2016.  
  
“The Decline of the American Family: Can Anything Be Done to Stop the Damage?” (with Ron 

Haskins), ANNALS 667: , September 2016.  
  
“Social Mobility: A Promise that Could Still Be Kept,” (with Richard V. Reeves), Milken Institute 

Review, July 15, 2016.  
  
“Modeling Equal Opportunity,” (with Richard V. Reeves), RSF: The Russell Sage Foundation 

Journal of the Social Sciences 2, no. 2, May 2016.  
  
“One third of a nation: Strategies for helping working families,” (with Edward Rodrigue and 

Nathan Joo), Brookings, May 31, 2016.  
  
“An agenda for reducing poverty and improving opportunity,” (with Edward Rodrigue), 

Brookings, November 18, 2015.  
  
“Marriage and Child Wellbeing Revisited: Introducing the Issue,” (with Sara McLanahan), The 

Future of Children, Fall 2015.  
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https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/anna/678/1
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http://ann.sagepub.com/content/667/1/8.full.pdf
http://ann.sagepub.com/content/667/1/8.full.pdf
http://ann.sagepub.com/content/667/1/8.full.pdf
http://www.milkenreview.org/articles/social-mobility-a-promise-that-could-still-be-kept?IssueID=10
http://www.milkenreview.org/articles/social-mobility-a-promise-that-could-still-be-kept?IssueID=10
http://www.milkenreview.org/articles/social-mobility-a-promise-that-could-still-be-kept?IssueID=10
http://www.rsfjournal.org/doi/pdf/10.7758/RSF.2016.2.2.03
http://www.rsfjournal.org/doi/pdf/10.7758/RSF.2016.2.2.03
http://www.rsfjournal.org/doi/pdf/10.7758/RSF.2016.2.2.03
https://www.brookings.edu/research/one-third-of-a-nation-strategies-for-helping-working-families/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/one-third-of-a-nation-strategies-for-helping-working-families/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/one-third-of-a-nation-strategies-for-helping-working-families/
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2015/11/campaign-2016-presidential-candidates-poverty-and-opportunity
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2015/11/campaign-2016-presidential-candidates-poverty-and-opportunity
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2015/11/campaign-2016-presidential-candidates-poverty-and-opportunity
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/Marriage%20Revisited%20Introduction.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/Marriage%20Revisited%20Introduction.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/Marriage%20Revisited%20Introduction.pdf
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“The Promise of Birth Control,” (with Ron Haskins and Sara McLanahan), The Future of 
Children Policy Brief, Fall 2015.  

  
“Is there a shortage of marriageable men?” (with Joanna Venator), Brookings, CCF Policy Brief 

#56, September 22, 2015.  
  
“Purposeful Parenthood: Better Planning Benefits New Parents and Their Children,” Education 

Next, Spring 2015.  
  
“Improving Children’s Life Chances through Better Family Planning,” (with Joanna Venator), 

Brookings, CCF Policy Brief #55, January 23, 2015.  
  
“Responsible Parenting: A Test of Character?,” Brookings, October 22, 2014.  
  
“The Impact of Unintended Childbearing on Future Generations,” (with Joanna Venator), 

Brookings, September 12, 2014.  
  
“How Much Could We Improve Children’s Life Chances by Intervening Early and Often?,” (with 

Quentin Karpilow), Brookings, CCF Policy Brief #54, July 8, 2014.  
  
“Family complexity: Is it a problem and if so, what should we do?,” The ANNALS of the 

American Academy of Political and Social Science, July 2014.  
  
“Reducing Unintended Pregnancies for Low-Income Women,” (with Joanna Venator), 

Brookings, June 19, 2014.  
  
“Target Aid to Students Most Likely to Succeed,” Education Next, Spring 2014.  
  
“Raising the Minimum Wage and Redesigning the EITC,” (with Quentin Karpilow), Brookings, 

January 30, 2014.  
“A No-Cost Proposal to Reduce Poverty & Inequality,” (with Quentin Karpilow), Brookings, CCF 

Policy Brief #51, January 10, 2014.  
  
 “Improving Children’s Life Chances: Estimates from the Social Genome Model,” (with Kerry 

Searle Grannis), Brookings, October 11, 2013.  
  
 “Higher Education and the Opportunity Gap,” The College Board, October 2013.  
  
 “Parenting, Politics, and Social Mobility,” (with Richard Reeves and Kimberly Howard), 

Democracy: A Journal of Ideas, Fall 2013.  
  
“Strategies for Assisting Low-Income Families,” (with Quentin Karpilow), Brookings, July 1, 

2013.   
  

http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/policybrief.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/policybrief.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/policybrief.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2015/09/22-shortage-of-marriageable-men-sawhill-venator
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Feducationnext.org%2Fpurposeful-parenthood%2F&ei=52xCVcTFKYzDggSduoC4AQ&usg=AFQjCNH4AHOmVoJgYKF3oCLTQm35xItiHA&sig2=5er_uAkqE1ykDup_b8fWLg&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Freports%2F2015%2F01%2Fimproving-life-chances-better-family-planning-sawhill&ei=9WxCVfHuCszUgwSYz4DgCA&usg=AFQjCNGgVLf33rl92lwcubZ6S0bdHzMf8w&sig2=0YmSsWaHbQackvybqHCkfQ&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Freports%2F2015%2F01%2Fimproving-life-chances-better-family-planning-sawhill&ei=9WxCVfHuCszUgwSYz4DgCA&usg=AFQjCNGgVLf33rl92lwcubZ6S0bdHzMf8w&sig2=0YmSsWaHbQackvybqHCkfQ&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Fpapers%2F2014%2F10%2F22-responsible-parenting-test-character-sawhill&ei=AG1CVZHZMYyjgwSS8IDwDg&usg=AFQjCNHPOD9ajckDud1UVYPvY76m5-a_Ww&sig2=Xj0VEMUq4f3rr8yq9A1FkA&bvm=bv.92189499,d.eXY
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AWARDS  
  
American Academy of Political and Social Science 2016 Moynihan Prize (with Ron Haskins)  
  
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management 2014 Exemplar Award  
  
Frances Perkins Fellow of the American Academy of Political and Social Science  
  
American Economic Association Distinguished Fellow 2017  
  
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES  
  
America’s Promise  Alliance Research Council (2005- )  
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Alliance Trustee (2005- )  

American Academy of Political and    
 Social Science  
  

Frances Perkins Fellow (2002)  

American Assembly   
  

Member, Board of Trustees (1976-1993)  

American Economic Association   Member, Executive Committee (1988-1990) 
Member, Budget Committee (1988-1990)  

   

  

Member, Committee on the Status of Women in the 
Economics Profession (1975-1977)  

American Youth Policy Forum 
Compendium: Supporting College-  
and Career-Readiness for All Youth  

Member of Advisory Group (2008 - )  

  

Association for Public Policy  President (1988)  
Analysis and Management   
  

  

Brown Center on Education  Member of Advisory Committee (1995-1997)  
Brookings Institution  
  

  

CALDER Center  
  

Member, Advisory Board (2006- )  

Center for Economic Policy Research  Member, Advisory Board (1987-1993)  
Stanford University  
  

  

Center for Research on Child Well-Being  
  

Member, Advisory Board (2001-2005)  

Center for Strategic and  Member, Commission on Strengthening of America  
International Studies   
  

(1991-1993)  

Coalition for Evidence-Based Policy  
  

Member, Advisory Board (2002- )   

Comeback America Initiative  
  

Member, Advisory Council (2010- )  

Committee for Economic Development  Chair, Research Advisory Board (1995-1999)  
Member, Research Advisory Board (1985-1988)  

Communitarian Network  
  

Council Member (1995- )  

Council for Excellence in Government  
  

Member, Board of Trustees (1996-2007)  
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Aspen Institute, Domestic Strategies Group Member (1998-2001)  
   

Democracy  
  

Member, Editorial Committee (2006- )  

DOL Commission on Workforce Quality  Commissioner (1988-1989)  
and Labor Market Efficiency    



Isabel V. Sawhill  
Page 43  
  

 

  
Family Impact Seminar  
  

Member, Board of Directors (1995-1999)  

Future of Children  
  

Senior Editor (2005-2008, 2009- )  

German Marshall Fund  
  

Member, Board of Trustees (1991-1993)  

Greenhill & Co., Inc.  
  

Member, Board of Directors (2004- 2009)  

Institute for American Values  
  

Member, Academic Advisory Committee (2001- )  

Institute for Research on Poverty, (1987-
1990)  

Member, National Advisory Committee  

University of Wisconsin   
  

  

Issues & Images Television Trust  
  
Journal of Economic Literature and  

Honorary Co-chair (1999)  

Policy Analysis  
  

Member, Editorial Board (1980-1983)  

Journal of Economic Perspectives  
Watch” (regular column, 1989-1993)  
  

Member, Editorial Board and Editor, "Policy  

Manpower Demonstration Research Corp.  
  

Member, Board of Directors (1986-93 and 1998- )   

Milken Institute Review  
  

Advisory Board (1999- )  

National Campaign to Prevent   Board President (1996- )  
Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy  
  

  

National Marriage Project  Member, Research Advisory Board (1997- )  
National Planning Association  

  

Member of Policy Advisory Group on New  
Directions: African Americans in a Diversifying 
Nation (1995)  

National Poverty Center  
  

Senior Research Affiliate (2003- )  

National Research Council  

  

Member, Board on Science, Technology, and 
Economic Policy (1991-1993)  

Population Action International  
  

Member, Board of Trustees (1996-2005)  

Population Reference Bureau, Inc.  Member, Board of Trustees (1989-1992)  
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Public Interest  

  

Member, Publications Committee (1990-1993 and 
1996-2005)  

Resources for the Future  Member, Board of Trustees (Vice Chair, 1989-1992)  
  

  
Smith Richardson Foundation  Member, Children and Families at Risk Grants   
Advisory Committee (1995-2003)  
  
Urban Institute  Co-chair, Advisory Board, Assessing the New  

Federalism (1996-2000)  
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