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SUPPORTING DURABLE SOLUTIONS TO INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT: THE ROLE OF DONORS 

 
Promoting durable solutions for internally displaced persons (IDPs) is a critical challenge. 

Achieving durable solutions is essential to protecting the human rights of those forced from 

their homes, and has major implications for stability and the achievement of development goals. 

Meeting this challenge requires leadership from national and international development, 

humanitarian and peacebuilding actors. Donors make important contributions to supporting 

the resolution of displacement through voluntary return, local integration and the settlement of 

IDPs elsewhere within their countries. Donors can also play catalytic roles in strengthening 

national and international efforts to enable durable solutions for IDPs. Initiatives such as the 

negotiation of the post-2015 development agenda, the implementation of the New Deal for 

Engagement in Fragile States, and the piloting of the Secretary-General’s Policy Committee 

Decision on Durable Solutions represent important opportunities to advance durable solutions 

for IDPs, and in turn promote long-term stability and development. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Special Rapporteur’s October 2013 report to the UN General Assembly addresses the 

resolution of displacement, focusing on the development and peacebuilding dimensions of the 

issue. To inform this report, the Special Rapporteur, in cooperation with staff from UNDP, 

UNHCR, OCHA and the Brookings-LSE Project on Internal Displacement, convened 

consultations on opportunities to enhance support for durable solutions to displacement. In 

order to promote continued dialogue and action on this issue, this policy note highlights some of 

the recommendations that emerged from these consultations regarding the role of donor states 

in advancing durable solutions for IDPs.  
 

Key Recommendations to Donors 
 Recognize and support durable solutions for IDPs as an essential element of effective 

transitions, conflict prevention, resilience building, and disaster risk reduction efforts. 

 

 Provide leadership in support of solutions to displacement, manifested in increased support 

for transition activities and durable solutions, including in terms of the integration of 

durable solutions into longer-term development and peacebuilding efforts. 

 

 Work to ensure that the post-2015 development agenda benefits those people, including 

most IDPs, who live in fragile states, and serves as a foundation for increasing their 

resilience to crisis, including through the achievement of solutions to displacement. 

 

 Incentivize cooperation between humanitarian, development and peacebuiding actors 

through the provision of flexible, multi-year support for collaborative efforts to enable 

durable solutions. 

Supporting durable solutions to displacement, particularly through the engagement of 

development actors, is a priority concern for the UN Special Rapporteur on the 

human rights of internally displaced persons. 
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 Identify and implement good practices from donor support for solutions. 

 

 Support capacity building activities to facilitate affected states’ leadership and ownership of 

durable solutions processes. 

 

 Work with states, international actors and NGOs to identify initiatives that can be 

developed or scaled up to meet the solutions needs of large numbers of IDPs. 

 

 Develop donor agency policies on internal displacement, and promote a coordinated 

approach to solutions between humanitarian and development branches of donor agencies. 

 

 Ensure that displacement and durable solutions are addressed in bilateral donor agreements 

and strategies. Require explanations if these issues are not integrated into donor agreements 

pertaining to states with serious displacement situations. 

 

 Promote the strategic engagement of development banks, including the World Bank and 

regional development banks, in efforts to resolve displacement. 

 

 Devote increased support to local NGOs in affected states that often straddle sectoral 

divides, provide longer term support for solutions, and promote local ownership of 

solutions initiatives. 

 

 Promote regional equity in access to development assistance, recognizing that IDPs often 

live and seek solutions in areas that do not necessarily attract significant levels of 

development support. 

 

Recommendations on the “New Deal” 
 

 Work closely with displacement-affected states to ensure that that implementation of the 

“New Deal” supports the achievement of durable solutions for IDPs, including by: 

 

o Analyzing displacement and barriers to solutions through fragility assessments. 

 

o Appropriately integrating displacement and durable solutions into the indicators for 

the achievement of the Peacebuilding and Statebuilding Goals. 

 

o Reviewing the extent to which the piloting of the New Deal supports durable 

solutions, and adjusting accordingly to maximize positive impacts on solutions. 


